DEYOUT SOUL, 
In TWO PARTS. 


5 Conſiſting of | 
Meditations, Poems, Hymns, 
and Frayers, upon. ſeveral 
Occaſions. 
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THE 


DEVOUT SOUL: 


OR, AN 
Entertainment for a PRENITENT. 
1 8 | Conſiſting of 


Meditations, Poems, Hymns, 


and Prayers, 
UPON 


Guilt and Repentance, the Follies and 


Vanities of this World ; and the Sufferings and 
Afflictions of Human Life. 


To which are prefix d, 


TWO ESSAYS: 


One upon DztvorTtionart Books, and the 
Other upon Divine Potrxy. 
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2 PART I 


By THO. CONE Y, D. D. Prebendary of Wells, Vier 
of Over- Stowey, and Rector of Chedzey in Somerſetſhire. 
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To the Reverend 


Mr. WILLIAM LUCY, 


O E. 
C harlcote | in War wickſbire. 


HAT long and intimate Ac- 
| quaintance, with which you 
Lg have honour'd the Author 

Hof the following Sheets, has 


drawn this Dedication upon you; in 


hopes you will receive my Labaurs with 
the ſame Candor and Benignity that you 


have always treated my Perſon, and ex- 


cuſe the ill Performance of a Writer, by 
the good Intentions of a Chriſtian, 


A 3 N 


vi The Dedication. 

24s you are not a Stranger to the 
Courſe of my Studies, and never cenſur d 

my Converſation with the Muſes, for a 


Practice inconſiſtent with the Profeſſion 
of a Divine; ſo I entreat you now to 


Took with a more fayourable Aſpect upon 
my faint Endeavours, and to patronize 
that Poetry, which has no other Deſign 


than to inflame Devotion, and recom- 
mend Scripture. 


When I conſider your former Dili- 
gence and Induſtry in the Diſcharge of 


your Paſtoral Office in this Dioceſe, and 
your ſtrict and regular Adherence to all 
the Conſtitutions and Ulſages of our 
Church; 1 am forc'd to believe, that any 
thing that ſues for your Protection in 
defence of Piety, and is offer'd as an 
Acknowledgment for paſt Favours, will 


not be diſagreeable to you in your pre- 


ſent Station. 


What an Happineſs is it to Church and 
State, when the Gentleman and the Di- 


vine, when the Scholar and the Chriſtian 
vb, 450 
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The Dedication. vii 


are united in the ſame Perſon? And 
what Influence muſt the Example of a 
Clergyman of your Birth and Fortune 
have upon Others, who have been ſo re- 
markable for the Conduct and * 


7 ment of your OWn Life . 


Your regular Behaviour as a Pariſh- 
Prieft, and your conftant Refidence on a 
Country- Cure; your Love for your 
Brethren of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, and 
your Aﬀability and Goodneſs to all your 
Neighbours, were a preſent Comfort to 
thoſe that knew you, and a ſtrong Pre- 
{age what the World might farther ex- 
| Ws when Providence ſhould advance 
you to the Inheritance of your Ance- 
ſtors, and bleſs you with one of the 
moſt plentiful and reputable Eſtates of 
your Native Country. 


*Tis obſervable, that Others of your 
Rank and Quality have taken the Gown 
upon them to Eat the Bread, and Enjoy 
the Honours ; But You, to perform the 
Duties of the Church, and adorn the 

. A 4 Cha · 


viii The Dedication. 
Character of a Clergyman. And having 
thus acquainted your ſelf with the La- 
bours and Neceſſities of your own Or- 
der, You ſeem rais d for the Succour and 
Protection of thoſe, whom you accoun- 
ted your Fellow-Servants at the Altar. 


Your very Entrance upon your For- 
tune, did immediately diſplay your Good- 
neſs to this Dioceſe, and give us the moſt 
early Proofs, That Jong Acquaintance, good 
Principles, and diſtreſs d Innocence, are al- 
ways uppermoſt in your Generous 
Mind. . 


The only Misfortune which we of this 
County, are to lament to our ſelves, and 
regret to Warwickſhire, is, that you were 
preferr'd away from us before you could 
receive that Small, but Only Diſtinction 
of Honour, which the Rural Clergy had 
prepar'd for you: And permit me, Sir, 
to add further upon this Head, That your 
_ conſtant Zeal in eſpouſing my Intereſt, as 
often as there was occaſion for a Proctor 
in Convocation, and your wonderful Hu. 
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The Dedication. ix 


mility and Condeſcenſion, in deft gning 


to accept of me for your Colleague at the 


next Election, is what ſhall always be 
remember'd with Pleaſure, and mention'd 
with Gratitude, by, 


Reverend Sir, 


Your Moſt Humble, and 
Chedzoy, : 1 1 5 


March 2751722. Moſt Obedient Servant, 


Tho. Coney. 
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5 ING HAVE ſaid ſo much in the 


= Two following EssAavs, con- 
F-2p cerning Devotional Books and Di- 
vine Poetry, that there is but 
ilittle Occaſion at preſent, for the 

Expence of more Time and Pa- 
per, in a long Preface. However, 
ſomething muſt be offer d, in deference to the 
Gentle Reader; and I wiſh, that any thing may 
be ſufficient to excuſe the Raſhneſs of the Au- 
thor. | 8 N 

THE beſt Apology which I can at this time 
think of, is, that the greateſt Part of the enſu- 
ing Papers were the Products of my Younger 
Studies, and ſome of my Firſt Attempts in Di- 
vinity. They have lain by me in Obſcurity for 
many Years, and were never deſign till of late, 
to incumber any body's Cloſet but my own. 

T uE Proſe-Part has been ſeveral times revis'd 
and corrected, according as my Humour led 
me, or as I thought my ſelf improv d in the En- 
liſh Tongue : But the Poetry (being a Study which I 
have long abandon'd) has receiv'd but few Addi- 
tions or Alterations ſince the firſt Compoſure. 


Tor 


ﬆi Th PREFACE. 


For the Truth of what I now aſſert, I can 
appeal to ſeveral of my own Profeſſion, who 
are ſtill living, and did peruſe the Copy for 
fifteen or ſixteen Years ago : And if One Per- 
ſon in particular, of the greateſt Eminence in 
the Church (and may he long continue ſo, for 
the Happineſs of this Dioceſe !) ſhall think as 
favourably of this Performance in Print, as he did 
in Manuſcript, T ſhall be no way diſturb'd at 
the Cenſures and Cavils of Unpolite, and leſs ju- 
daicgous Men. ᷣ EE: 1 
Wurz vzER may be my Fate as an Au- 
thoy, T am fure that I had a good Intention in 
Writing 3; and appear in Publie with no other 
View, than of doing ſome Service to Religi- 
on. And, methinks, the Attempt muſt be lau- 
dable, and the Piety of my Deſign ſhould gain 
Approbation, tho' my Abilities are called in que- 
ſtion, and the Unartfulneſs of my Management 
expos'd to Reflection. 5 
Ix any Indulgences are to be granted, or 
any Allowances are to be made to a Bad Mri- 
ter, I have a juſt Claim to moſt of them, both 
from my own Bodily Conſtitution, and that I/, S- 
tuation of the Place where I live. 
Ix any Critic, therefore, ſhould be too buſie 
with my Numbers, I may well ask him, in his 
own Poetical Language, How Pegaſus can be o- 
therwiſe than dull, when he drinks of nothing 
elſe but Standing Lakes and Pudled Waters? Or 
how can the high-mett!d Horſe poſſibly avoid 
ſtumbling and ſinking, when he treads continual- 
ly upon Bogs and Moors? 55 

THE Muſes, we know, are fond of Purling 
Streams and Shady Groves, and always make 
choice of a ſerene Air to breathe, and a com- 

modious 
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The PREFACE. xn 


modious Country to dwell in: If they are ford 


from their beloved Climate, their Complexions 


will ſoon ſhew their Uneaſineſs, and their moul- 
tring Feathers and hanging Wings proclaim their 
Diſcontent, amidſt Damps and Vapours. 

A Great Genius, tis true, may perform Won- 


ders in any Part of the World, and Bœotia = 


ſometimes glory in an Homer, a Pindar, an 


© paminondas, or a Plutarch: But the Lowneſs 


of the Country moſt commonly flattens Inven- 


tion, the Indiſpoſition of the Body cramps the 
Mind ; and that Author has ſeldom much Spirit 
or Fancy in his' Writings, who has but few 
Intervals from the Ague, the Dropſie, or the 
Stone. 


However , under theſe Diſadvantages I have 
ventur'd my Poems and Meditations abroad in the 
World ; and ſhall leave it to the Reader's Judg- 
ment, whether the Publication of them be juſti- 


fiable in this Polite and Learned Age; and muſt. 


entirely depend upon the Workings of God's 
Grace for their Succeſs and Influence on the 


Minds of penitent and well-diſpoſed Chriſtians. 
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THE 


CONTENTS 


OF THE 


FIRST. PART: 


1. 


B O OK I. 
of Guilt and Repentance. 


Ch. 1. OB a Guilty Conſcience, 


Of Offences againſt God, 
* Of Confeſſion of Sins, 
1 Of Amendment of Life, — > 
5. Of God's Favour to a Penitent, 5 8 
BOOK UI. 
Of ſome Duties incumbent on a Penitent. 
Chap 1. 4 Sf Renouncing the World, Page 67 
Of Avoiding Company, YE 75 
3. Of Faſting, 84 
4. Of Prayer, 93 


5. Of Charity, 100 


| 4 | 
BOOK III. 
|  . Of the vain Delights and Glories of this World. 
Ch. 1. TIE Riches, 10 
Hl 0 Of Honour, | 101 
ol! 3. Of Pleaſure, 122 
| | I | 4. Of Beauty, | 132 
WF 5. Of Life, © 138 
1 6. Of 3 a Os 
1 3 * 8 * . 
10 of the Mighortyines: and Suffering of this pre- 
"Wl ſent Life. 
| I! Ch. by F the Vanity of the World, 1” 153 
110 Of the Trouble of the World, 160 
l 0 . Of the Shortneſs of Life, 167 
| | | + Of the Incertainty of Fortune, 174 
"nt 5. Of 8 of Yue, 183 
. Mos rs 5 — 
11 1 OO K V. 
A | 3 | | DW | | 
bl | Df Encouragement under Afflictions. 
"lt Ch. »E)* Mictions i in general, 193 
. Miſtakes concerning Aflictions recti d, 200 
if | 3. Of Comforts under Aﬀſrittions, 209 
Wh 1 Jo Of Poverty, x2 3 224 
Wil | 6. Of Sickneſh) 1Y 5G 2360 
"mM 7. Of Dis, WM 1 
ll 8. Of Opp preſſion, 245 | 
| 9. Of Reſignation to the a if God, 252 | 


ESSAY 


Y 


wk Wo 0X wy we3ms 


erer grasen 2855 regten 


reer, * * 5 e 7 do be 


TS$SAY 1 


| Of Devotional Books. 


S the Church of England has been regu- 
larly reform'd from the Corruptions of 
Rome, and Legally eftabliſh'd upon the 
Foundation of Scripture and Antiquity : ” 


: So the good Providence of God has giv- 
E en her ſuch a Succeſſion of Dutiful Sons, 
Y =D) as have neither wanred Courage to aſſert 
ber Bene r nor Learning to defend her Diſcipline. Pole- 


mical Divinity ſeems in a great meaſure to have been the 
Province of the Engliſh Clergy 3 and Hereticks and Seftaries 
of all ſorts and denominations have felt the Weight of 
their Arm, and the Force of their Arguments. 

But then, left reading of Controverſie ſhould engroſs too 
much of rhe Time of the Leity, and angry Diſputes and 
© perverſe Fanglings ſhould alienate their Aﬀections itom 
ſubſtantial Piery 5 there have not been wanting ſome 
Healing and peaceable Divines, who have furniſh'd us with 
the moſt perfect Syſtems of Practical Knowledge, and 
have ſeaſon'd and inſpirited the Dryneſs of Morality with 
all the Ornaments of Speech, and the Brightaeſs of 
Rhetoric, 

Thar Parr of Divinity which ſeems to have been leaſt 
cultivated amongſt us, is Devotions! Writing : And I am 
induc'd to believe, that the Proviſion, which the Church 
| bas made by the Variery of Offices in her Fublick Li- 


turgy, 


„ IN 


f 


* Of Devotional Books. 


turgy, has been thoughr ſufficient by ſome to ſuperſede any 
future Attempts ; and that the wild Caatings and ſpiriru- 
al Boaſts of our modern Enthuſiaſts have deterr'd Others 
from Undertakings of this nature. | 

Bur whatever may have been the Cauſe of this Omiſ- 
fion, it is plain that ſome well-diſpoſed Perſons, (who 
have been inclined to relinquiſh the World, and to ap- 
- propriate the reſt of their Days ro Piety) have thought 
themſelves obligd to act in their Devotional, as the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael ſomerimes did in their Political Capacity: 
For as that enſlav'd Nation was forced, in the Scarcity 
of Artificers, and for want of Conveniencies in their own 
Country, zo go down to the Philiſtines to ſharpen 
their Axes and Coulters ; ſo theſe Men implore 
Foreign Help ro whet and brighten their Souls, and bor- 
row Aſſiſtance from Romiſh Manuals for the Conduct and 
Management of themſelves in Retirement. 
The Enemy has reap'd ſufficient Advantage from this 
Traffick ; and by expoſing the pretended Nakedneſs of our 
Land, and the Barrenneſs of the Soil, has endeavour'd 
ro inveigle the Inhabitants ro a more fruitful Country, 
and ro make them Proſelytes to an Infallible Church. Nay, 
the Artifice has been ſo dexterouſly manag'd, and Devo- 
tion has been introduced to act ſuch a counterfeir part, 
that the Wiea have been amus'd with the glaring Show 
of Theatrical Piety, the Credulous have run away with 


1 Sam. 13.20. 


the Miracles of Saints, and the well meaning Chriſtian been 
oftentimes ſeduc'd by the pretended Sanctity of Miſſiona- 


ries and Confeſſors. In fine, the Unſtable and Unwary have 
been wrought over by theſe arrful Devices, ro relinquiſh 


our Communion, and under the colour of higher Arrain- 


ments, and more Spiritual Exerciſes, have embrac'd Foppe- 


ry and Oſtentation in the room of a ſober and well-digeſt- 
ed Liturgy ; and diſcarded ſignificant Words and ſound Senſe 
for Myſtic Cant and Legendary Devotion. | 


0 


Now for the remedying theſe Inconveniencies, ir may 


not be improper to make a ſhort Inquiry into the Origi- 
nal and Progreſs of Devotional Books ; and to confider in 


what Style and Method they onghr to be penn'd, and by 


what Perſons they are chiefly to be perus d. 


As 
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Of Devotional Books: | 3 


As for the Original and Antiquity of Devotional Books, no 
Man can doubt of that, who acknowledges the Exiſtence 


of a God. And as for the Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of them, 


the Reaſonableneſs and Decency of Divine Worſhip do 
plainly intimate and ſuppoſe it. 3 

As far back as we have any Footſteps of the Theology of 
the Heathens, we have ſome Remains of their Hymns and 
Prayers to their Deities : And we have as much reaſon to 
applaud the ſurpriſing and lofty Thoughts of theſe Com- 
poſures, as to pity the Idolatry and Superſtition of the Wor- 
ſhippers, and to lament their miſtaken Notions of the true 
Object of Adoration. 5 N 

But whatever the State of Devotion might be among the 
Pagans, it flouriſh'd under the Conduct and Influence of 
the Spirit of God in the Territories of Fudea. Revelation 
deſcrib'd both the Matter and Form of it to the Iſraelites ; 
and Moſes and the Prophets have tranſmitted the Praiſes 
of their Maker in the moſt harmonious and exalted 
Strains. The Book of Fob and the Pſalms of David will 


be ſtanding Inftances of the Piety of their Authors, and 


the Practice of their Times; and the Victorious Song of 


Deborah and Barak will recommend Devotion, as long as 


Good Senſe and Good Poetry remain in the World. 

I ſhall have occaſion to produce theſe Examples to other 
Purpoſes in the next Eſſay. I only hinted at them ar 
preſent, ro ſhew the Practice of the Fewiſh Nation: And 


IT muſt beg leave further ro remark to you, that our Savi- 


our was pleaſed ro build the Chriſtian Devotion upon the 
Foundation of the Fewiſh Worſhip ; and from the Materi- 
als which were before conſecrated ro God, ro compoſe 
that comprehenſive Form which was to be of perperual Uſe 
to his Followers, and to remain a ſtanding Precedent ro all 


ſucceeding Ages of Chriſtianity, 


The Apoſtles and Diſciples of our Lord have in their Wri- 
tings given us a large Account of the Frequency and Pre- 
valency of their Prayers; and the ancient Liturgies of the 
Church are a ſufficient Proof of the Practice of the Pri- 
mitive and purer Chriſtians. If there were not in che In- 
fancy of the Goſpel ſo many Tracts written, which were 
purely Devotional, Iwould have the Reader conſider, that 
the principal Buſineſs of the Primitive Fathers was to vin- 
dicate and prove the 3 the Chriſtian Religion; 
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to convert the Fews from heir Superſtition; and the Gentiles 
from their Idolatry; to refute the Malice of Hereſie, and 
curb the Inſolence of Schiſm ; ſo that Peace and good Or- 


der, Soundneſs of Doctrine and Unity of Worſhip might 
remain in thoſe ſeveral Churches, Ae they had ga- 
ther'd and ſettled by their Orthodox Preaching. In this 


Multiplicity of Eccleſiaſtical Buſineſs, and in theſe fiery 


Rencounters both with the Pens and Swords of their 


Adverſaries, it is not to be ſuppoſed that! Men could have 
the ſame leiſure to compoſe regular Treatiſes of Devotion, 


as their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry had, who liv'd under 


the Protection of rhe State, and in the milder and more 
unmoleſted Ages of the Church. 


Ihe Firſt Perſon of the moſt diſtin guiſh'd Learning; 
who handled this Subject in an exact Method, was St. Au- 
guſtine; and the ſucceeding Fathers of the Latin Church 
have not only copy di the Senſe, but imitated the Style of 


this Venerable Preſident. 
In proceſs of Time, as the World grew more and more 


in love with a ſolitary Life, Devotional Books were much 


encreas d, and not only. diſtinct Bodies of Statutes 
were fram'd for the Government and Regulation of 
Religious Orders, but avaſt Number of Jacts were 
written for the Uſe of every Monaſtery and Convent. 
It is in this Period of Time, which the Church of Rome ſo 


much boaſts of the Piery of her Members; and has Sainted 


ſome, and almoſt De:zfyd others, who have tranſmitted the 


"Rules and Treatiſes of Devotion to Poſterity. 


And it muſt indeed be acknowledg'd, that ſuch a raptu- 
rous and exalted Strain of Piety runs thro' che Compoſures 
of the Venerable Bede, St. Bernard, Thomas a Kempis, St. 
Anſelme, Sales, Bellarmine and others, that one would almoſt 
conſent ro give them more than common Titles, and 
to read ſuch of their Works with Gratitude and Ap- 
plauſe, as do not countenance Superſtition, and Juſtifie 


Idolatry. 


And yer it is undeniable on the other hand, chat theſe 


Seraphic Writers have, by too great an Elevation of Soul 


and Sublimiry of Thought, ſoar'd in ſome Points beyond 


the Sphere of ſober Realon, and bewilder'd their Diſciples 


in myſterious Jargon and Rhapſody, 


Rempis 
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Of Devotional Books. 5 

Kempis is an Author of ſuch an eftabliſh'd Reputation: 
that his little Piece de Imitatione Chriſti has undergone an 
incredible Number of Impreſſions in no leſs than :welve 
different Languages; and yet he is ſo much poſſeſs'd with 
this ſtrain d and elevated Divinity, that a judicious Hiſtorian 
of our own Nation, who has done Juſtice to his Piety and 

Learning, has not ſpar'd him for his extravagant Rants and 
Enthuſiaſtic Raptures ®, . 

It is very common for your Contemplative and Retir'd 
Men to be moroſe and whimſical, great Indulgers of their 
own Flights and Fancies, and very fingular and affected 
in their Tenets and Notions. Some of them have thought 
the common Way of Worſhip too Groſs and Carnal ; and 
under the Pretence of refined Exerciſes and a more ſpiritual 
Life, have brought a Myſtic Divinity into the Church; the 
very Eſſence of which conſiſts in heaping together a 
« Farrago of obſcure affected Expreſſions and wild Allego- 
6 ries, containing little of Subſtance in them, but what 
is more plainly and intelligibly deliver'd by others f. 

What diſmal Effects this Cabaliſtical Divinity had upon 
former Ages and in other Countries, muſt be left to the Diſ- 
covery of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians. What my preſent Un- 
dertaking leads me further to remark to you, is, that 


the Order and Decency of Worſhip were thrown down by 


the means of ir, and ſpiritual Pride and Blaſphemy were 
uſher'd in amongſt us in the late Times of our Civil Con- 
Fuſions. For no ſooner had theſe Myfzc Doctrines inſinua- 


ted themſelves into Sectaries and Puritans, but all the 


Pulpits in the Thres Kingdoms were blown into a Flame 
with. extemporary Rant, and every Lay Elder was touch'd 
with à Coal from the Altar, and dignity'd his poor heſita— 
ting Performance with the Title of Spiritual Prayer. Your 
Enthuſiaſts and Viſionaries made their Boaſts of miraculous 
Gifts and New Illuminations, and pretended to retine upon 
the old Modes of our Eſtabliſh'd Worſhip, and to give freſh 
Rules for a more intimate Converſation and comfortable 


Communion with God. 
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Vir, ſi quis alius, pius &i devotus, quem tamen nonnullibi,quaſi extra ſe raptum 
& Eathuſtajien agcre, tun tum non delirare, diſſimulari neg. Wharton's Ap 
pend. to Dr Cave's Hiſt Lit. 
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6 Of Devotional Books. 
To expiate for this Religious Madneſs of the SubjeR; 
our Martyr d Sovereign has left us the moſt ,complear Plece 
of Devotion which any Language has yet produc'd : And 
by That and ſome other ſhining Products of his Pen, has 
ſhewn himſelf ſuperiour in Szyle and Senſe, as well 
as in Power and Station, to any Perſon in his Domi- 
nions. 5 . 


Biſhop Hall and Dr. Taylor were both eminent Men in 


this Reign, and employ'd their Studies in the ſame devotio- 
nal way with their Royal Maſter. And were it not for 
the Tediouſneſs and Prolixity of the Former, and an affected 
Ule of ſome Antiquated and Obſolete Words; and the 


Redundancy and Indulgence of Fancy in the Latter, and 


too frequent a Recourſe to Legendary Stories; the Bright- 
neſs of their Thoughts, and the Rapture of their Devoti- 
ons would recommend their Labours to all ſober and well- 
diſpos'd Perſons. e 

After the Reſtoration of King Charles the Second, Learn- 
ing took a different Turn from what it had been accuſtom- 
ed ro in the TUſurpation : Bur the Generality of our Di- 
vines were ſo much taken up in the Management of the 
Diſſenting Controverſie, and preventing the Defigns of 
Popiſh Emiſſaries, that Practical Divinity lay dormant for a 
ume. Some of the moſt Eminent Writers in the Devo- 


tional Way, were Dr. Patrick, Dr. Horneck and Biſhop 


Ken. The others, for the generality, confin d their Medi— 
rations to the Sacrament; and by a Courſe of Prayers, 
Hymns and Confeſſions, endeavour'd to prepare a diſorderly 
People for frequenr and worthy Communion. 

Ibis Office was the more ſeaſonable and pertinent at 
the Re- ſettlement of our Church and Government, becauſe 
the Holy Sacrament had been ſcandalouſly prea ch'd down, 
or totally omitted by our gifted Reformers in the late un- 


natura] War. 


The moſt celebrated Authors who flouriſh'd in rhe ſuc- 
ceeding Reigns, or deferr'd publiſhing their Works till 


thoſe Times, were Dr, Hicks, Mr Dorrington, Dean Stan- 
Pope, and Mr. Nelſon ; who by the UletuJneſs of their 


Subjects, the Livelineſs of their Thoughts, and the Purity 


of their Language, have done Devotion more Service, than 


all their Predeceſſors. 


From 
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Of Devotional Books. 17 


From this ſhort Account of Modern and Ancient Wri- 


ters, (moſt of which were eminent for Eloquence as well 


as Piety,) we may be enabl'd to form the beſt Judgment 


* 


concerning the nature of Style, and the manner of con- 
veying our Thoughts upon any Devotional Subject. 


Devotion is ſuppos'd to contain, in the very Notion of it, 


þ ſo much Raprure and Sublimity, that ſome People have 


thought the moſt effectual way to work up the Paſſions 
do a truly Religious Pitch, was by ſtrong Sentences and 


| b ſwelling Periods; by the Foam and Vehemence of the 


Speaker, and the Noiſe and Rumble of the Speech. But 


whoever would attempt any thing to the Edification of 


Mankind, muſt be Rational as well as Florid; and to an 
hot Head and a working Brain, add the Coolneſs of Fudgment 
and the Sedateneſs of Thought. For many an ingenious 
Writer has loſt himſelf in Similitudes and Alegories; and 
by nor curbing the Livelineſs of his Imagination, and the 


| Luxuriancy of his Fancy, has carried his Reader through 


unknown Paths, and dropt him at laſt in a Faiery and Ro- 


mantic Paradiſe. 


] would nor, by ſaying this, be thought to deny a good 
Degree of Heat and Vivacity to Devotional Tracts ; but ro 
allow ſomething more ſprightly and Poetical in the Com- 
poſition, than the ſtrict Nature of Proſe, and the ſettled 
Rules of Oratory ſeem to require. But is there no diffe- 
rence between the regular Beat of the Palſe, and the vio- 
lent Starts and Apitations of a Fever 2 Is there no Diſtin- 
ction between the Driving of Phebus and Phaeton; between 
warming the Earth with the genial Influence of the Sun, 
and ſcorching up the Fruits of it by too'largg a Proſuſion 
of the Heavenly Rays? A decent Mode is to be 
uled in all things; And Prodigality and Pföfuſeneſs are 


as odious in a Miter as they are in a Debauchee. Fire and 


Heat may be of excellent Service, whilſt they are confin' d 
to the Chimney; but when they aſcend with Fury, and 
are converted into a ſudden Fame and Blaze, the Houſe 
is in Danger, and the Inhabitants in Diſtraction. | 
In ſhort, the true Spirit of Devorica conſiſts in ſuch an 
Elevation of Thought, as may keep down the Dregs and 
Sediment of Sin, free the Soul from her Numneſs 


and Languor, and draw up her Deſires from ſenſual 
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Cares and Delights : And if theſe Ends can be obtain'd by 
ſoaring a little out of the common way, and uſing more 
Figures and Epithets than a regular Diſcourſe will allow of, 
J hope, the Maſters of Eloquence will pardon it, and 
not exerciſe their Talents in Criticiſm to the Prejudice of 
Chriſtianity. But to proceed: F 
Another Inſtance, wherein Devotional Writings will 
ſometimes claim an Exemption from the common Rules 
of Rheroric, is in the frequent Uſe of Reperitions. | 
I would nor, by pleading for this Indulgence, be thought 
a Friend to that Vain and nauſeous Be7Joxvyia which is ſo 
1111 ſharply cenſur'd by our Saviour; neither would I juſtifie 
ny every Writer, who can only vary his Phraſe, and is per- 
Wk! petually playing the fame Senſe upon his Reader in a 
different Seit of Expreſſions. For if the Petitioner is not 
to be heard for his much ſpeaking, J am ſure an Author is 
inexculable for filling his Mouth with Noiſe, and his Tongue 
with Babling, e 
Bur yet {till on the other hand, it muſt be acknowledged 
that Repetitions have ſometimes a furprizing Grace and 
Patheticalneſs in them: And I can't think every Flow of 
Words tedious and inartificial; nor brand every Doubling 
of an Expreſſion with the reproachful Character of Tau- 
tology, without bringing an Odium upon our excellent Li- = 
turgy, as well as condemning all other ſober and well-di- _* 
geſted Forms of Devotion. 1 
The Reaſon why ſome Repetitions ſeem to be more par 
donable in Treatiſes of this nature, than they are in other | 
Diſcourſes, is, becauſe the Soul in her retired and ab- 
Bol: | ſtracted State of Devotion ſhould nor only have a tranſient 
RU _ Giympſe and ſhort View of Things; bur fix and dwell upon 
0 them, and u Hall thoſe external Helps which are capable 
of making the Impreſſion deeper upon Conſcience. And 
this Effect is wonderfully accompliſh'd by a ſeaſonable 
Reiterating of the ſame Senſe in a different Dreſs of 
Words, which gives a greater Meigbt to the Argument 
in hand, and a more agreeable Air and gracetu! Turn to 
every Sentence, 1 1 5 | 
If there be bur light Traces left upon the Mind, 
the Footſteps will ſoon be eras'd, and the Memo- 
rial obÞrerared. ?Tis the redoubling of the Blow 
that makes the Impreſſion upon ſolid Bodies, and the 
Inculca- 
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| Inculcation of a Duty chat forces the Obſer vation of it. 
% Abundance of Words is ſometimes neceſſary to give 
new Light and new Weight to our Idea's: For when 


3 « we are to perſuade and convince, to ſteal into the Minds 
of Men, and become Maſters of them, Few Words, or 


© Few Minutes are not ſufficient for this end. When we 


* are to mix Flaſhes of Lightning with Claps of Thun- 


« der; to ſhake, overthrow, and deſtroy; Believe me, 
believe me, this is nor to be done by a cloſe and conciſe 
% Diſcourſe ; but by one more Copious, more Majeſtic, 
more Sublime *. 

However, let due care be taken chat good Senſe don'r 


Luyaporate in Smoak and Froth; that true Rhetoric be not loſt 


in a Croud of Words; nor a Number of Repetitions encou- 
rag'd, but when the Beaury of a Period, the Strength of the 
Argument, or the Edification of the Reader require it. 

What is further neceſſary for the Compilers of Devotion, 
and reſpects only the Forming of a good Style, may be 
learn'd from Ariſtotle, Tully, Quintilian, Longinus, and ſeve- 
ral of our Modren Inſtructions for Oratory. Only I wonld 
adviſe the Perſon who attempts a Religious Subject, to 
treat of it in a Divine manner, 4nd not by roo great an 
Affectation of the Roman Eloquence ro neglect the Language 
of rhe Holy Ghoſt, and rhe Exprefiions of Scripture. No- 
thing can infuſe more ſublime Thoughts, than the Poetical 
Books of the O/d Teſtament ; and 1 can ſet forth the 
Terrors and Majeſty of God like the Prophets: And who- 
ever cloaths his Senſe in this lofty and exalted Oratory, 
will gain a perfect Maſtery over the Paſſions, and captivate 
the Soul into Rapture and Obedience. 

The next thing that I have to offer in this EVJay, is the 
Uſe which is to be made of Devotional Tracts. For tho“ 
Devotion is the Du:y, and ought ro be the Practice of every 
Chrittian ; yer all Books upon this Subject are not fir for 
the Peruſal of every individual Perſon. Prudence muſt 
guide the Choice, and Moderation the Uſe of them. The 
Spiritual Paſtors are ro be conſulted, and rhe Coypſtitution 
of the Reader's Bedy, as well as the Capacity of his Mind, 
is to be duly weighed, All Tempers are no more capable 
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of the ſame Management, than all Soils are tobe improy'd 


by the ſame Husbandry, or all Diſeaſes cur'd by one Medi- 


cine. Faith muſt be enliven'd, and Hope well-grounded, 
| Deſpair reliev'd, and Preſumption mortify'd : The Airy are 
to be depreſs'd, and the Melancholy exalted ; rhe Jovial are 
to be curb'd, and the Abſtemious indulg'd ; the Ignorant in» 
form'd, and the Prophane terrify dc. 

Some Conſciences are ſo tender and ſcrupulous, that eve- 
ry harſher Sound is apt to ruffle and diſcompoſe them. E- 
very mention of Hell and Damnation is like to over: ſet 
their Piety, and drown their Souls in Perdition. Now 


unto theſe, Peace, Peace ſhould be ſpoken, ſmooth things are 


to be propheſied, and no greater Burthens are to impos'd, 
than the Weakneſs of their Nature can bear, 

Others are ſo ſtupid and inconſiderate in reſpect of Spiri- 
tual things, and ſo choaked with the Cares, and dazled with 
the Glories of this World, that unleſs they are rouz'd and 
quickned by ſome ſeaſonable Applications and lively Ad- 
dreſſes, they muſt inevitably periſh in their Carnal Secu- 
rity, and go quick down into Hell, without any ſerious 
Thought or Reflection. : EO 1 

A Third fort of Men are ſo rough and obdurate, ſuch 
Proficients in Vice, and Maſters in the Trade of Villainy, 
that nothing but Fire and Brimſtone, the Flaſhes of Light- 

ning, and the Groans of the Damned, can make any Im- 
preſſion upon them: And here the moſt terrible Repre- 
ſentations are the moſt inſtructive. Majeſty muſt be re- 


preſented with irs glittering Sword, and Vengeance ſtand. 
charg'd with right-aiming Thunder: bolts, or elle the Auda- 


cious Sinner will not tremble, nor the ſtubborn Heart be 
mollify'd. | 5 


Whether then we are to awaken or compoſe, to comfort or 


gerrifie, let us take care to diſtinguiſh the Circumſtances 
of Men, when we adviſe them in Spiritual Books; and 
above all, 


any particular Perſon ſhonid interfere, where Authority 
has abſolutely derermin'd ; or any private Syſtem of De. 
potion ſhould intrench upon Vniformity, or juſtle out an 
Eſtabliſhment. 
Diſ-ſervice ro the Mother Church; for conſecrating no 
Mount Gerizims in oppoſition to Feruſalem, The Devotiou 


that 


to inculcate the Uſe, and recommend the 
Excellency of our Public Liturgy. For God forbid that 


Iam for erecting no Chapels of Eaſe in 
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I that ald plead for, is ro be built upon the Eccleſiaſtical 
1 Model, and to act in ſubordination to the Church; and 
not like Sanballat's Prieſt, to officiate for the Lazineſs of 
the People, and to excuſe their Appearance where their 
Duty calls them. 

The Des ien of Devotional Books i 1s not to ſanctifie 2 


ov Tabernacle of the Congregation. The Soul Exod.zs; 


is to be dreſs'd in the Cloſet, ro make a more *. 
beautiful Appearance in the Temple; and your Manuals of 
Piety are to raiſe the Affections at home, and ſo to inffame 
the Heart with a Love of God, and a Deteſtation of Sin, 

oF char the Chriſtian may be better prepar'd for a Regular 
Þ 4 Attendance on Public Worſhip, and a due Participation of 


Sacred Ordinances. 


N Whoever can promote this end in any of his Brethren, 


and be in the leaſt inſtrumental towards the Propagation 


to of Virtue, has no reaſon to grudge the Labours of his Pen, 


or to ſtand in fear of the Cenfure of Critics. If we are 
but Door-keepers in the Houſe of the Lord, if we are bur 
Hewers of Wood and Drawers of Water for the Service of the 


f Temple, and by our writing upon Devotional Subjects can | 


contibute any thing towards weakning the Empire of Sin, 
and eſtabliſhing the Dominion of Grace, we engage in the 
: ſame Enterprize with our Bleſſed Saviour, and ſhall be 
diſtinguiſh'd by the Brightneſs of our Crowns, and jointly 


; 


_- rewarded with our Fellow-Labourers, in the Kingdom of 


| Glory: Amen. 
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ESSAY II 


Of Divine Poetry. 

Mongſt the many Diſadvantages, which are ſup- 
pos'd to atrend the Study of Poetry, and the ma- 
king of Verſes, none of the leaſt are the Cor- 
' ruption of Manners, the Miſ-application of 
Time, and the Neglect of more uſeful Learning. The 
Lawy er leaves Cook nd Littleton for Folnſon and Fletcher; 


and deals more in Sonnets and Plays, than in Entries and Re- 
ports. The Student in the Univertity cannot fo well digeſt 


Suarez and e as C ley and Biden; and had ra- 
ther renew his old Acquaintance with Horace and Virgil, 


than engage in any new Alliance with Ariſtotle and Eu- 
olid. Numbers are always running in the Head of the 
Youthful, and Rhimes are chiming inthe Ears of the Ha- 
monious; bur rhe Pedantry of Spllogifms, and the Crab- 
bedneſs of Problems are conde! mn 'd and neglected, and 
nroft Parts of Philoſophy are look upon as Unpolite and 
Clowniſh Exerciſes. 

From hence it is objected, that our Gentlemen ſo ofren 


dwindle into Fops and Buffoons; our Clergy are Stran- 


gers to ſolid Divinity, and our Ladies, by reading of Plays. 
and Romances, grow more expert at the managing of an 
Intriegue, than the Government of a Family. Nay, even 
che Shop and the Counter ate i fected - and Trade often- 
times truckles to Div erfton, and ine Plav-houſe is more fre- 
quented than the Exchange. | 
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33 Tr is nd wonder then, that the graver Part of the World 
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3s temperantia libidzues, adulteria, vincu 
leſque ex immortali procreatos. Tull. de Nat. Deor. lib, 3. 
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4 have been ſo ſevere upon Poetry in general, and ſome of 


* 


dur moſt exact Writers have taken ſuch laudable Pains in 


ſexpoſing the Immorality and Prophaneſs of the Engliſh Stage. 
The Ancient * Philoſophers, who made Truth and Vir- 
tue the Subject of their Diſcourſes, were incens'd againſt | 


Poets, upon much the ſame Principles with our Modern Di. 
vines; and could not bear the Multitude of their Fictions, 


the diſhonourable Account of their Gods, and the Encou- 


10 ragement of Lewadneſs and Immorality amongſt Men. ; 
I Plato was for the Baniſhment of this Laſclvious Tribe 


from his Commonwealth; and old ſturdy + Cato accns'd 
a Roman Governour in one of bis Speeches, for introdu- 
cCing and entertaining of Poets in his Province. 


The Fathers of the Church have with great ſucceſs, 


turn'd the very Arguments of the Ancient Philoſophers up- 
on the Pagans ; and imputed the ſeducing and corrupting 
of Youth, and the moſt fatal Errors and Blemiſhes of 


"Religion, to the Fables and Licentiouſneſs of Poets. 
* Homer himſelf, the Father of the Profeſſion, and the 


— 


4 Nec enim mulio abſurdiora ſunt ea, que Poetarum vocibus fuſa, irſa ſua ſua- 
vitate nocuerwnt ; qui & ira inflammatos & libidine Furertes induxt unt Deos; 


5 feceruntque, ut eorym bella, pugnas, prelia, vulnera videremus ; odia praterea, 
7 diffidia, diſcordi as, ortus, interitus, quere!as, lamentationes, effuſas in omni in- 


a, cum humano genere concubitus, morta- 


Qui m corum opinionem magui errores conſecuti ſunt, quis auxerunt Poet, 


5 Tuſc. Qu. lib. 1. Vide etiam Plutarc. de audiend, Poet, Euſcb, Prep. Evan. 


+ Plato de Republ, 


1 Honorem autem huic generi (ſc, Poetarum) non fuiſſe declarat oral id Catonis, 
zn qua objecit, ut probrum M. Nobiliori, quod is in provinciam Poctas du xi et. 
Tull. Tuſc. Quzſt, lib. 1. OC 


I His atque hufuſmodi fixmentis, & mendaciis dulcioribus corrumpuntur inge- 
ma puerorum; & hiſce fabulis inhærentibus, ad uſque ſumma etalis robur adoſe- 


th ſcunt, & in ziſdem opinicnibu, con'ene{cunt, Arnob. àdv. Gent. lib. 7. 


Has fubulas & errores ab imperi'is parent ibus diſcimus, &, quod eſt gravius 
ipfes ſtudiis & diſcinlinis elabor amus curminilus precip 1s Voettarum, qui pluri- 
— . o N A LY ns -— 
mum quantum veritati ipla ſuà autoritate notuert. Minut. Fel, de Idol. Van. 


„, Et Plato ideo præclarè Homerum illam inclytum, laudatum, & corenatum, 

de cauatate quam in ſer moue :nſtirucbar, tjecit. Hie enim pra!ipuus bello Troico 
Deos v eſtros, et ſi ludo fuci, iamen in hominum ribus & altibus miſcuit ; Hie 
| enum paria comPpojuit, ſauciant Ventrem, Martem vinxit goulneravis, furavit,&c.lb, 
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Darling of Antiquity, does nor eſcape their Cenſure, not- 
withſtanding the gaudy Character which 4 Horace and his 


| ; other Admirers give of his Wiſdom and Morality. 


| The Charge of Prophaneſs and Obſcenity is what till - 
5 lies againſt the Dealers in Poetry; and the great Number 
| of Plays, Sonnets, Lampoons and Satyrs, which theſe later 
| Ages have produc'd, continually aggravares the Clamone 
againſt rhe Mits, and furniſhes our freſh Matter for the 
Condemnation and Baniſhment of the Muſes. . 
To all this may be added, that Poetry is a poor beg- 
garly Profeſſion; that Parnaſſus is a barren Hill, and the 
Muſes ragged and tatter'd Goddeſſes. There is ſo much 
Pains in Compoſing, and ſo ſlender a Reward to the Com- 
poſer of a good Poem, that every Writer of Verſes may 
addreſs his Brethren, as Ænueas did his Son Aſcanius; 5 


> _ — "I % ACS 0 oe I Ca Page *%, N Be 22 
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. A | Ne | 
25 ® Diſce puer, virtutem ex me, verumque laborem, LI. 
| © + 9 3 


From me, ye Writers, learn the lab'ring part 

From more ſucceſsful Pens the thriving Art. 

Theſe are the general Objections againſt Poetry, both _ 
from the Ancient and Modern Oppoſers of it; which I _ 
thought fit to preſent to the Reader's View, at the firſt 
Entrance upon this Eſſay, that I might more diſtinctly 
give my Sentiments of the Validity or Invalidity of what 
is urged, by treating of the following Particulars : 


1. The Inſtitution, Uſefulneſs, and Excellency of true. 


Poetry. | 
2. The Subjects upon which Poets are ro employ their 
Fane fe | 


88 — il —_ — 


2 - — 


+ Nui, quid ſit pulehrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non, 
Pleniu & melius Chryſippo & crantore dicit. | 


Horat. Ep. 2, lib. 1. 
8 Ru rſus quid virtus, & quid ſapientia poſſit | 
Vtile propeſwit nobis exemplar Vlyſſem. | 
Vide etiam Vel. Paterc, Hiſt. Rom. lib. t. cap. . Quint. de Inſtit. lib. 
10. p. 504. Edit, Oxon, 1 | 


* virg, Zneid, lib, 12. 


3. The 


3. The Manner, in which they are to treat and handle 


bis theſe SubjeRs. RE a ; 
| 4. The Qualities and Diſpoſitions which Poets may 

Mill - ; \ wiſh their Readers ſhould bring with them, to the 
ber Peruſal of their Works. | 
ter | | 1 
gur I 1. I can think no Objections to be of any force againſt 
tha | Poetry, if the true Ends of irs Inſtitution be aim'd at, and 

its uſeful Laws and Rules duly obſerv'd. © The firſt and 
eg.  * beſt Imployment of Poetry was to compoſe Hymns in 
he Honour of the Creator of the Univerſe t; and to cele- 
ich brate the Power and Goodneſs of the common Benefac- 
n. tor of Mankind, in the moſt exalted Strains of Grari- 
ay tude and Adoration, : The Poets, who were the moft 


% ancient Writers amongſt the Greeks, and ſerv'd them 
6 both for Hiſtorians, Divines, and Philoſophers, are ſo far 
from being all over Fable and Fiction, that they 
« have deliver'd ſome things concerning the Firſt Ages 
« of the World, that have a fair Reſemblance of Truth, 
and ſome Affinity with thoſe Accounts that are given 
d of the ſame things by Sacred Authors . This was can- 
did and ingenuous Dealing in a dark and myſterious Age, 


Lag 


* 


h and was as much as could be expected from erroneous 
1 Men, guided only by Nature and Tradition, without any 
F# Light or Aſſiſtance from Revelation. | 
ly Poetry, by her Original Inſtitution, was never deſign d 
ar to miſ-guide and pervert Mankind, bur ro + inſtru and 


delight them; and by conſequence, a true Poet is always 
ſuppos'd to be retain'd on the fide of Virtue ; and by the 


10 a Sprightlineſs of his Thoughts, and the Sweetneſs of his 
Numbers, may do Religion ſome Services, which the moſt 
ir maſterly Proficient in the rougher and abſtruſer Sciences 


can never pretend to. 


* 1 * 1 Fe * — 


Mr. Dryden's Preface to the Paſtorals of Virgil. 
Burnet's Theory of the Earth, Ch. r. 


| + Aut prodeſſe volunt, aut deleſtare Poeta z, 733 
b. Aut ſimul & jucunda & idonea dicere vit 
| Horat, de Art. Pact. 
— Aims natum, imertumqus Pet ma 1 8 
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I grant, that Poets, like other Men, have oftentimes a- 
bns'd their Talents, and run counter to their Profeſſion: 
Bur the Art is ſtill facred and uſeful ; and ought no more A! 
ro ſuffer for the Miſ management of the Artĩſt, than Chri- | 
ſtianity is to be aboliſh'd for the Immorality of its Pro- D 
feſſors, or our Church- Doors ſhut up, becauſe a looſe Pi 
Clergyman has ſomerimes officiated at the Altar. ar 
If the Oppoſers of Poetry would go no further than a I 
Reformation, I would willingly join with them in petitio- Pt 
ning for it: Bur ſtill I could wiſh, that this Reformation A! 
might be in ſuch a manner, that the O/d Conſtitution and th 
Fundamental Laws of Poetry might be preſerv'd. Abuſes th 
are to be taken away; but the Nature of Things can 
never be alter'd. The Scurrility of the Preſs is to be re- fe 
claim'd, and the Labours of Poets made uſeful ro the fe 
Public: But we have no Authority ro aboliſh an Art which mM 
belongs to the Kingdom of Heaven, and has God himſelf for al 


— 


the Father of it *. A 
To Sic honor & nomen Divinis Vatibus, atque * 
Carminibus venit. 1 G 
8 | cc 

+ So Ancient is the Pedigree of Verſe, - 
And ſo Divine the Poet's Function. | A 
ar 


Notwithſtanding the foul and reproachful Imputations H 
which rhe Muſes lie under, and the Calamities which have © 
lighred upon ſome of their darling Sons; true Poety will 
ſtill lift up her Head, and claim her Divine Original. ® 

If ſhe is cloathed in Rags, ſhe has no worſe Fortune than ® 
1 235 Virtue, and has the greater Right to be adopted into Chri- (x 
* ſtianity. Methinks the Objection about the Poverty of ® 
| Poets, is too trivial to be mention'd in a ſerious Diſcourſe, ® 


| and more proper to be urg'd by an Uſurer, than a Scholar; 1 
if and way upbraid the Sringineſs of a Patron, but can nev- © 
| er reflect upon the Ingenuity of a Writer. 1 
it bh | | Ag 
6 5 3 | 
i * Cowley s Preface to his Works. 3 
| 7 Hor. de Art. Poet. 5 
2 Roſc oi mos Tranſlation of Heract's Art of Poetry; A 


Poetry 


* 


Of Divine Poetiy. e 
Poetry , without doubt, is nearly ally d to Inſpiration; 
gn nd thoſe elevating Thoughts and rran{porting Heats, which 
Il 


the Breaſts of its Voraries, ſeem to have ſomething of 
Divinity in them. You ſhall never read of an ſnſpir'd 


Prophet, bur he had ſome Tincture of Poetyy in his Soul; 


and the Footſteps of the Holy Ghoſt were more eminently 
' viſible in thoſe Poetic Flights and Raprures, which are dif- 


pers'd up and down in his Works. The wiſeſt Lam: givers 


and the ſtricteſt Mora liſts have found it neceſſary to deliver 


their Precepts and Inſtitutions in Verſe, that they might be 


—_ 


the betrer retain'd in the Memories, and make a deeper 
Impreſſion upon the Aﬀections of thoſe who were to ob- 


ſerve them. Moſes, Fob, David, and Solomon, compos'd their 


\ ſeveral Odes and Anthems in the moſt lively and exalted 


manner, and celebrared the Praiſes of their Maker with 


all the Delicacy of Thought, and Harmony of Numbers. 


When I have turn'd over rheſe Conſiderations in my 


Mind, I have wonder'd how ſome of our Modern }W iters 
ſhould cenſure Poetry for too light and airy a wy for the 
Gravity of a Divine: For certainly, it can never 


e unbe- 


coming a Clergyman to ſpend thoſe Hours, which the Of- 


fices of his Function will allow in the cultivating of an 


Art, which is ſo pleaſing to God and uſeful to his Church, 


and which the Beſt of Men have been authuriz'd b, the 


| Holy Ghoſt to proſecute with the utmoſt Vigour and Appli- 


cation. 


am furthermore ſure, that if this ſort of Studv is com- 


mendabꝭe in any body, it is in a Country Divine; who be- 


ing deſtitute of that Variety of Hooks an Converſation, 


(which his Brethren, who are more havvil. ſeared n Towns 


and Cities. enjoy,) muſt turn the Courſe of chen Studles 


another way, and call in Maſic and Poetry for his Di: vertion 


and Entertainment: a And It malt be chnfels'd, that every 


thing in the Country contribu:es towards the making of 
a Man a Voet, who has any Genius or fic'inarion that 


r 


— IOpy 


* 4 o . — 
Ani fre 4 mini; ham i il us, eruditi im iſque acetpimus, &ieratu , vie 


7 tudia, doctrina, © ll ph p11, & orte co:ſtare Pat am ? 21 Ho 'a valere, 
& mentis iri . , & Onifi divino 9 * dam irie Hari. Wo are 
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way. The Convenience and Situation of the Place, is 


commodious for the Muſes; Leiſure and Retirement will 
ſettle and compoſe the Thoughts; and the Contemplarion 
of Nature and Providence will furniſh the Mind with live- 


ly Images and bright Idea's to work upon. Every thing 


here is Pure and Harmleſs free from Luxury and Wan- 


tonneſs; Gay without Pride, and Profuſe without Often: 
tation: And 'tis to be hop'd, that the Poet will improve 


the Opportunities which Nature affords, and ſuit his Com- 
poſitions to the Innocency of the Place. And this brings me 
_ 2dly, To ſpeak ſomething of the Subjects which Poetical 
Writers are to employ their Fancy upon. 
* Horace recommends Morality to the Poets, and would 
{ſend the Compoſers of Perſe to Socrates and the Philoſo- 
phers for Materials : 


Rem tibi Socratice poſſunt oftendere chart... 


For Truth and Virtue ſearch the Ancient Schools, 
And form your Myſe by their unerring Rules. 


My Lord ꝶ Reſcommon was too intimate with Horace, not 
to have this Advice of his Great Maſter in View, when he 
gave the following Inſtruction to the Tran/lator s of Poetry. 


Take then a Subject proper to expound ; 
(Variety of ſuch is to be found:) 
But Moral, Great, and worth a Poet Voice; 


For Men of Senſe deſpiſe a trivial Choice, 


{ would beg leave to carry this Advice a little farther 
and to introduce Chrifizanzty as preſiding over, and refinin? 
upon Pagan Morality. For the Poetry, which I would recom. 


mend, is ſtrictly Divine; and whoever attempts to write tha. 
way, mult confine himſeif to God and Religion, and ſpeal 


of both, according to the Notions and Semiments of Scr7;: 
ture. If he deſigns any Original Poems upon the Being, th: 
Attributes, and Providence of a Deity, he may be {ſure 10 
have that Aſſiſtance from Revelætion, which the Heathen, 


. — the 
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De Art, Poetic. 
+ Ellay on Tranſl, Verſe. 
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Pagan Learning fo eagerly cultivated and encourag'd. 
The moſt Debauch'd of the Claſſies have been turn'd into 


(e 
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© | have ſo valnly petition'd Apollo and the Muſes for. If his 
Mind runs upon Tran/lation, Paraphraſe, or Imitation, the 


Scripture has ſo many exalted Subjects and Poetical De- 


ſcriptions, as may not only engage his Pen, bur elevate 
and ennoble his Fancy. Tis a Diſgrace to our Nation and 
Religion, that Revelation ſhould be ſo much neglected, and 


! 


our Language with ſome additional Strokes to their Origi- 


nal Obſcenity; and appear'd in a more looſe dreſs in Eng- 
land, than ever they dar'd to do in Rome. 
guſtus thout fit to baniſh a laſcivious Ovid, our Poets have 


For what, Au- 


introduc'd him into Great Britain; and the Ladies have 
been ſo obliging, as to receive him into their Cloſets, and 
to make him their Confident and their Confeſſor. I am ſure, 
a more uſeful Companion may be fram'd from Scripture 
and not only better Advice, but better Poetry may be ferch'd 
from David and Solomon. For all the Books of the Hible, 

are either already moſt admirable and exalted Pieces 
* of Poefie, or the beſt Materials in the World for it *. 
If the Fertility of Invention, the Majeſty of Thought, the 
Flights of Fancy, and the Force of Rhetoric, be the common 
Graces and Ornaments of Poetry, I would deſire no other 


_ Favour of Ingenious Men, than to underſtand the Sacred 
Scriptures perfectly; and they will then look with leſs Ve- 
neration upon the Heathen World, and conciude, that all 


Learning was not confined to Rome and Athens. 

I do indeed confeſs, that this Knowledge of the Bible 
cannot be obrain'd, unleſs the Foundation be firft laid in 
the Claſſies, and a competent Degree of Gree; and Latin 
qualifie the Mind for Divine Contemplations. 

| am, therefore, very far from caſting any hard Cenſure 
upon the Ancients, or pleading ſor the Baniſhment of Pa- 


Lan Learning :T would only fix it to its proper Rank and 


Station, make ir ſubſervient to better Ends and more uſe- 
ful Purpoſes, and not magniſie it for the Touch: ſtone of 
Wit, and the Standard of Perfection. 

I am confident that any one, who has a true Taſte of the 
Heathen Poets, will ſoon diſcover the Variery of Horæce's 
Odes, in the Pſalms of David; the Loftineſs and Majeſty of 


rr 
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Virgil, in the Writings of the Prophets; and the Sweetneſs 
of Ovid and Catulus, in the Songs of Moſes and Deborah, 
and the Canticles of Solomon. The Lamentation over Saul 
and Jonathan will appear more moving and Poetical than 
the Tears of Venus for Adonis; The Fight of David and 
Goliah, more terrible and heroic than the Conteſt between 
Ajax and Ulyſſes ; and the Patience and Sufferings of Fob, 
a fitter Plan for an Epic Poem, than any of the proſperous 
Adventures of Homer's Heroes. 5 
Why then ſhould we not introduce a Poetry ſuitable to 
our Religion; and take as much Pains in propagating Truth, 
as prophane Wits have done in beautify ing Fiction? Me- 
thinks, Divine Poetry, like an Auguſt and Venerable Ma- 
tron, would make a ſurpriſing Appearance amongſt the 
tawdry Girls of our Age, and by her Majeſtic Port and 
Preſence, ſettle the Rules of Decorum, and reform the 
Levities of her Sex. 
Religion is now come into the Place of Fable, and we 
are to look upon the Hiſtory of Gods and Heroes as ſo ma- 
ny Pieces of Knipht-Errantry, the Invention only of dark 
and groſſer Ages, and the proper Entertainment for School- 
Boys and Pedants. The World is enlightned by Revelation, 
and Wir hould make choice of more inſtructive Themes, 
and not always dwell upon the Romantic Tales of Igno- 
rance and Superſtition, ** What can we imagine more pro- 
per for the Ornaments of Learning in the Story of Den- 
* calzon thin in That of Noah? Why will not the Actions 
of Sampſon, attord as plentiful Matter as the Labours of 
Hercules? Why is not Fephta's Daughter as good a Wo- 
man as Tphigenia ? And the Friendſhip of David and Fona- 
than more worthy Celebration than hat of Theſeus and 
& Firithous? Does not the Paſſage of Moſes and the 1frae- 
lites into the Hoh Land, yield incomparabiy more Poe- 
tical Variety, than the Voyages of Ulyſſes and Aneas? 


Troy, half ſo ſtored wich great, h-roical, and ſupernatu— 
ral Actions, as the Wars of Joſpua, of the Judges, of 
* David, and divers others *? 

In thete and many more Inſtances, the Facts of Scrip- 
ture are very Rapturous and Enteriaining, and the Narra- 
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Are the oblolete and thread-bare 1 ales of Thebes and 


s leſs Fables and Metamorphoſes t. 
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tives and Deſcants of Divine Writers upon them, not only 


tranſcend the Claſſics in Truth and Fudgment, but in Maje- 


ſty of Thought, and all rhe Conſtituent Parts of true Poetry. 


ince therefore, the World has been ſo much debauch d 


by looſe Sonnets and obſcence Tranſlations, and ſome Scep- 
tical Perſons have taken ſuch a Liberty in expoſing and 


ridiculing the Scriptures ; it is certainly a very Chriſtian 


Undertaking to ſhew the Beauty and Excellency of theſe 


Writings ; and by fetching our Materials from this inex- 


hauſtible Magazine of Wit and Eloquence, to try the 


Force and Prevalency of Numbers, towards the Converſion 


of the Gay and Airy, and the Silencing of rhe Scurrilous 


and Prophane. ' 
For the Accompliſhment of this End, it is requiſite in 


5 the next Place that we ſhould Treat of our Subjects with 


Seriouſneſs and Gravity, and avoid all ladicrotus Expreſſions 
and wanton Jeſts in our Compoſure: For Poetry methinks, 


is never ſo charming and attractive, as in a Religious 


Dreſs ; and never ſthews her ſelf to the beſt Advantage, 


but when She is employ di in the Praiſes of the e Ma- 
ker of the World. 


I know the current Practice of Niodern Writers is a- 
gainſt this Doctrine, and that a celebrated French Wit hath. 


Leclar d in behalf of them all, Thar Peeſſe appears no where 
fo Gay as in a Wanton and Irrepular Subject $7 | 


But what pity is it. that ſo Divine an Art Mould be re- 
rain'd on the Side of Vice, and forc'd to plead the Cauſe 


of Infidelity ® What a Diſgrace to the moſt genteel and 
' polite Parts of Literature, that lively Thoughts and apr 
Expreſſions muſt varniſh over the Naſtineſs of an latriegue, 


and celebrate the Charm: of a Strumpet? “It is nor with- 
„out Grief.and Indigration, (ſays Mr. Cowley) that I be- 
„ hold rhis Divine Science employing her inexbauſti- 
ble Riches, either in the wicked and beggarly Flattery 
of Great Perſons, or the unmanly [dolizing of foolith 
Women, or the wretched affectationof ſcurrilous Laugh- 
ter, or al beſt, on the confuſed antiquated Dreams of Senſ- 
What! Will win 
Men never give off their Iiifliag and Folly, and ul 
Poets always bear rhe Character of Madmen and Buſſoons ? == 


* Seiten. Agr aig) ie 's Eflays, I. 
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Is there nothing but Fury and Prophaneſs in Numbers and 
Nimes? Nothing but Hymns to Bacchus, and Encomiums 
to Venus ? Is Drunkenneſs eſſential to Poetic Inſpiration; 
and are the Brains ſo barren and dry, that they muſt be 
 water'd and moiſtned before they Fructiſie and increaſe ? A- 
las! Theſe are ſenſleſs Rants, and ridiculous Deluſions. 
The Heathens ſuppos d their Muſes to be Chaſt and Modeſt 
Virgins; and there was never any Odium caſt upon them, 
till they were proſtituted by the baſe Pens of wanton and 
debauch'd Wits. Decency and good Manners, were the 
Original Character of a Poet; and Filthineſs and Obſceni- 
ty, are the Product of later Ages, and the Addition of 
more barbarous Nations. It is time now to ſcour off the 
Ruſt, and Charity to convert the Prodigal; it is time to 
ſhake off the Uſurpation, and break thro' the Preſcription. 
of Vice. Poetry is to be reſcued from her ſervile Imploy- 
ment, to be ſtrippd of her tawdry and laſcivious Garb, 
and cloach'd again in a Modeſt and laſcivious Dreſs: She 
is to abandon the Stews and the Tavern, to be brought ' 

from the Stage to the Altar, and to be retained; for a Com- 
panion of Saints and Confefſors./: l 
Ihe great Admirers and Encouragers of Poetry are the 
Fair Sex, whole ſoft and tender Natures are generally ſtruck 
with the Sweetneſs of Numbers, and the. Harmony of Verſe : 
Had what an Affront 1s it to their native Modeſty ? What 
a Reproach to good Senle and Manners, to offer any thing 
ſmutty and licentious to the peruſal of a Yoman ? + 

Mr. Pope is of Opinion, that the Wit and Ingenuity of a 
Poem cannot compenſate for the Obſcenity of it; And Mr. 
Cowley, my Lord Roſcommon, and the late Duke of Buck. 
ing ham, will not ſo much as allow, that any thing which 
is Obſcene, can be Witty or Ingenious in Poetry. The Com- 
poſition 1s vitiated by theſe filthy Ingredients, and the Ap- 
petite is pall'd by ſuch groſs and laſcivious Morſels; Nature 
ſtarts at theſe unhallow'd Sounds, and the Blood riſes and 
bids Defiance, when rhe Ear is wounded, and the Heark 
attack d. . Re | 1 


No Pardon, vile Obſcenity ſhould find, 
Tho' Mie and Art conſpire ro move the Mind *. 


_ 


Neither 


Mr. Pop?'s Eſſay cn Criticiſms 
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Neither in Mit can that have Place, 

Ar which a Virgin hides her Face. : 
Such Droſs the Fire muſt purge away: Tis juſt 
The Author bluſh there where the Reader muſt 9, 


Immodeſt Words admit of no Defence; 

For want of Decency is want of Senſe. | 
What mod'rate Fop would rake the Park or Stews, 
Who among Troops of faultleſs Nymphs may chuſe 1 e 


Here, a- in all things elſe, is moſt unfit, 

Bare Ribaldry, hat poor Pretence to Wit. 

Such nauſeous Songs by a late Author made, 

Call an unwilling Cenſure on his Shade: 

On other Themes he well deſerves our Praiſe, 
But palls that Ap petite he meant to raiſe. 

For Obſcene Words too grofs ro move Deſire, 
Like heaps of Fewel, do but choak the Fire . 


I hope the Reader will pardon this Run of Engliſh Verſe, 


When he confiders Iam treating of Poetry ; and will be 


pleas'd to think, that there is a ſort of Agreeableneſs and 
Conſiſtency in producing Quotations of the ſame Nature 
with rhe Subject. Iwas willing ro ſupport my Aſſertions 
by the Authority of the moſt celebrated Poets, as well as 
of the moſt Judicions Critics: And J hope, Smutt and Pro- 
phaneſs will never be able to lift up their Heads, as long 
as they are confronted by ſuch awful and venerable Names. 

Laſily, lam, in the Name of Poets, to petition the 


Reader, to be in Love with Virtue, and to make a due Uſe 


of his Natural Facu[ties, and then he will be a proper 
Judge of Divine Poetry; or elſe the Perverſneſs of his Tem- 
per will turn all things into Banter and Ridicule. For as the 


greateſt Truths may be abus'd be an Inartificial Mriter, fo 


the tineſt Thoughts may be ſmorher'd and obſcur'd by a 


* 
— 


— *** 


Mr. Cow'eys Ode on Wit. 
+ Earl of Ruſcommon's Elay on Tranſlated Verſe, | 55 
7 EI y on Poetry by the Marguels of Mrmænby, late D. of Duckingham? 


O. prejudi-'d 


A 
7 


prejudic'd Reader. An affected Tone or Cadence of the 
Voice, and the miſ placing of a Word or an Accent, may 
introduce a Diſcord amongſt the moſt Harmonious Lines: 
The Nod of the Head, the Motion of the Lips, or the caſt 
of an Eye, may bring an Audience out of Love with a Poet, 
and occaſion them to entertain his Labours with Contempt 


and Buffoonry. But above all, a Coldneſs in the Heart of 


a Reader, will make the Morality of a Poem ſeem too rigid 
and impracticable, and the Diction flat and infipid ; and 
then an Author muſt preſently be rank'd with Fleenoe and 
Ogleby, and condemned for managing of Scripture to no 
better Advantage than Quartes and Heywood. 

My ſole Requeſt therefore, is, that a Poet may ſuffer for 
no more than his own Fau/ts, and tha: neither the Immora- 
lity, the Prejudice, nor the Ignorance o a Mader, may bring 
any blemiſi upon a Religious Performance. There is an 
Art in Pronouncing as well as Compoſing; and he that can't 
read gracefully, ou ght no more to meddle with Poetry. than 
a Peaſant ro appear at Court on a Birth Night, or Midas to 
give his Facgment between Pan and Apollo. 


Quem recitas meuse ſt, O Fidentine, (ibellus, 
Sed male dum recitas, incipit eſſe tuus *, 


Tho' the Compoſing Art be mine, 

The 11! Wen makes it thine: 

Would you do Juſtice ro a Thought, 
Kad with the Flame the Poet wrote. 


Poetry then, in ſome meaſure, lies at the Mercy of O- 
rhers for her plauſihle Appearance io ihe World, and muft 
Rand by the Courtefie and Intereſt of a Vilcreer Reader, 
as well as fall by the Malice and [gnoranc? of a Perverie 
one. Bur Pivine Poetry has ſtill this particulz: Difadvan- 
rage lying in her way, that ſhe muſt ſtruggle „ich gorrup- 
ted Nature, and win over the prejudic'd Actions of 
Mankind to her Side: And yet, ſhe deſires no other Fa- 
your, bur that her Gravity may not be ridiculed, and that 
ſhe may be allowed the ſame fair Hearing Wirh Prophare 
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Rough in their Habit, in their Manners Rude; 
 Jaur'd to Slaughter, and ſuſtain'd by Blood. 
Orpheus at firſt, with his Poetic He, | 


Cædibus & victu fœdo deterrait 0» plens, 


Of Dzvine Poetry. 25 


\ Writings : For ler Religious Verſes be read with the ſame 


Candor and Impartialiry with any Moral Sentences in Mar- 


tial, Lucan, or Juvenal, and then, (after having made allow- 
ances for the Excellency of the dead Languages above the 
ſtving,) if the Modern Poetry be not as good as the Ancient, 
the Fault muſt be in the Compoſer, who having the Advan- 
tage of more ſublime Subjects and ſtricter Precepts of Mo- 
rality, ought to excel in Majeſty of Thought, however he may 


fall ſhort in Numbers and Verſiſioation. 
I have now finiſh'd what 1 at firſt propoſed to deliver 


upon this Subject: But before [ rake leave of the Reader, 
I] muſt beg the Freedom to give him a Recapitulation of 


what has been ſaid, by ſumming up the Praiſes of Poetry 
in the Words of Horace. The Quotation is too large to be 
inſerted in the middle of the Book; and I wiſh the Liberty 
which the Tranſlator has taken, in adapting it to his preſent 
Purpoſe, may not be offenſive to the Critics, and render 


the Tranſlation prolix and fatigueing. 


Our * Ruſtic Fathers were an awkard Brood; 


Did ſoften Rage, and God-like Thoughts inſpire 2 
From hence the good Old Bard atchiev'd the Fame 
To tooth the Savage Herd, and Rav'nous Lions tame, 


2 * — — — ad 
. * * _— 


* Sylveſtres homines, ſacer interpreſque Deorum, 73} 3” 
Dictus ob hoc lenire tigres, rabido que leones. 

Dictus & Amphion Thibane cond:tor Arcis 

Saxa movere ſono teſtudiuis, & prece bliyndi 

Ducere G10 vellet. Fut hæc ſapientia quondam 
Fublica privatis ſecernere, ſacra profanis: 


Concubicu prohibere vago, dare jura maritis: 
Oppida moliri: leges incidere lig o. 


Sic honor & nomen divinis vatibus atque 
Carminibus venit. Poſt hos, inſignis Homeruns, 


Dyrtauſque mares animos in Martia bella 
- Vertibus exacuit. Diaz per carmina Sortes; 


Et vtæ monltrata via eſt: Et gratia regum 
Pitriis tentata modis: Luduſque repertus, 


Et longorum operum finis: Ne forte pudori 


Sit tibi Auſa Iyræ ſolers, & Cantor Ae, Hor. de Art. Poer, 


Amphior 


26 Of Divine Poetry. 


| Amphion too could by his Numbers call 
Timber and Stone into the Theban Wall: 


When the Harmonious Harp, the Poet ſtrung, 


Obſequious Animals about him throng, 


And Towns were built by his commanding Song. 


It was the Muſe's Province heretofore 
T'adjuſt the Subjetts, and the Sov'reign's Pow'r, 
And no Decrees from wrangling Courts implore. 


O'er Sacred Things rhe Goddeſs did preſide, 
And by Poetic Wiſdom Mortals guide. 
She taught the Am'rous Spark the way to Wed, 
And kept him ſtrict'y to his Conſort's Bed: 
Nor would ſhe ſuffer the Imperious Spouſe 
To ſtain the Honour of the Naptial Vows. 


And Towns and Cities riſe by Poetry. 


The wiſeſt States were modelPd by her Aid, 
And wholeſom Laws by her Direction made, 


And all the willing World the Myſe's ſway obey d. 


From hence the Poets have acquir'd a Name, 
And ſtand diſtinguiſn'd in the Liſts of Fame. 


Fancy and Mit thro all their Labours ſhine ; 


Bright Inſpiration dictates ev'ry Line, 
And ſtamps the Author and his Work Divine, 


The fam'd Mæonian Bard in Epic Lays 


F 
2 


Muſter d his Grecian Chiefs, and lang his Conntry's Praiſe. 


And where's the Mortal, (u ho in future Times 


Shall read the Poet in degrading Rhimes ?) 


Where, Where's the Man, who views the Martial Strain, 


But feels the Hero beat in ev'ry Vein? 


The wiſe Apollo, Father of gur Art, 
In lofty Numbers did his 1 aws '\mparr ; 
Nor dar'd the Pythian Prieſteſs to diſcloſe 
The Rules of Life, and Virtue's Laws in Profs, 


Tu 2 


Cos 
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The Monarch's Favour, and the Courtiers Praiſe; 
Are the ſweet Products of Pierian Lays. 


Unbends the Thoughts, and chears the lab'ring Hearts; & 


The Comic Miſe, in ſportive Mirth diverts : N 
And Sage Advice in Fovial Tales imparts. 


© Theſe are the Virtues, Theſe the noble Aims; 
For which the Muſe s Sons imploy their Pains : 
By Theſe we juſtiſie Apollo's Laws, 

And dare defend the ſinking Monarch's Cauſe; 
Let graver Sots in Humble Proſe delight, 
Muſio and Verſe will pleaſe your Mer Mit. 
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DEVOUT SOUL: 


An Entertainment for a Penitent. 


_—_— RY 


BOOK L 
Of GuirrT and REPENTANCE. 


—— __ 


O A H P. I 
Of a Guilty Conſeience. 
ISAIAH 57 21. 
There is no Peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked. 


MEDITATION. 
HEN ] give my ſelf the Libere of Reflection, 


and entertain my Soul with any ſerious and 
becoming Thoughts; when | mark 

the perfect Man, and behold the up- ® Pfal. 37,37. 
right; Conſider him that ſpeaketh the Truth 

from his Heart, and always diſpenſes Juſtice and Equity 
wich his Hand; I am ſtrangely captivated with the Charms 


of Religion, and enamour'd and tranſported with the Plea- 
| lures of Innocence, When 


30 The De vout Soul. 0 
When I proceed a Step farther, and compare my ſpiritu. 


al State with the Condition of other Men, and ſee thie ma. 


ny Fallings and Riſings of my own Life, in reſpect of that 
ſteady and even Courſe of Virtue which adorns theirs; | 


preſently deteſt and lament my own Miſery, and break 


out into the higheſt Applauſes of rheir Happineſs. 


Lord! ſay I, What inexpreſſible Raptures does the Pious 


Soul feel upon her Knees, and how chearfully do the Saint. 


upon Earth anticipate the Joys of Heaven? What ineſtima- 
ble Privileges have thoſe that walk with God? And what 
boundleſs Expectations have they that converſe with Eter. 
nity? What marvellous Light ſprings up to the pure in Heart, 
and what ſpiritual Refreſhments deſcend upon the Breaſt of 
the Faithful? Bieſſed, Oh! Bleſſed is the Man that hath not 
Nlipp'd with his Mouth, and is not pricked with 
Bleſſed is he, whoſe 


Ecclus. 14 · : a 
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Conſcience hath not condemned him, and who is not 


fallen from his hope in the Lord. 


Bur there are no ſuch Bleſſings reſery'd for Me; for Me, 


who am always ſurrounded with the Powers of Darkneſs, 


always overwhelmed with a Deluge of Sin. There is no 
Acts 8, 22. 
Rom. 7. 
Mu hall intercede for my Pardon? Who ſpall deli- 
ver me from this Body of Sin? 
Over my Head ſeems to be ſpread an heavy Night, the Image 
„ of that Darkneſs which ſhall afterward receive me. 
* 7 In my Breaſt I carry the Tortures of Hell, and 
am continually baited with Devils and Furies. 
J deſpair of finding any Quarter from my Implacable Ene- 
mies and have nor ſo much as one Moment's Reſpir from 
the mercileſs Revenge of a tormenting Mind, 
If I look behind me, there is nothing but Remorſe and 
Diſquiernde, and a dreadful Remembrance of whar is 
paſt, If I caſt my Eye forward, I am entertained with a 


more diſmal and amazing Proſpect of enſuing Puniſhment: 


So that the Conſciouſneis of what is gone, renders my 
preſent Life uneaſie to me; and the Fear of what is to 


come, makes me dread the Approaches of Death and Eter- 
nity. 0 | | 7 5 


Liberty to the Slave who is in the Bond of Iniqui- 
zy ; no Comfort to the Soul, who 1s in the gal 
of biiterneſs. O wretched Man, that I am ! Who 


When 


Ch. I. 
K When I am under theſe Diſtractions and Perplexities of 
Mind, the Devil is always at hand to forward my Diſtruſt 
of God's Mercy, and to repreſent my Tranſgreſſions with 
the moſt heightning Aggravations and imbittering Circum- 
_ _ Mances. 


Mercy. 


of 


of a Guilty Conſcience. 31 


As he beiray'd me from my Duty, and inveigled 
e into Rebellion by a deceitful Inſinuation of the Plea- 


ſure of Sin; ſo he endeavours to keep me from Repentance 


y as falle a Suggeſtion of the Impoilibility of Fardon: 


And when he can no longer lull me into Security, he 
drives me head-long upon the Rocks of Deſpair 


Now to make the Temprer's Work the more eaſie, my 


Reaſon ſtrikes in with his Suggeſtions, and repreſents my 
Caſe Forlorn and Deplorable : It cells ine how 1 have ſin- 


ned with an high Hand and a proud Heart; againſt the 


Motions of the Spit, and the Convictions of Conſcience z 
_ againſt the Advices of my Spiritual Guide, and the Precepts 
of my Loving Saviour. 


It is no wonder then, that my Spirits fink under that in- 


tolerable Weight and Burden of Guilt, which lies upon 
them: It is no wonder, that the Diſtreſſes and Calamuies 


of my Mind are ſo numerous, that ſhe knows nor whither 


0 to fly for Refuge, or of whom to implore Aid and Prote- 
Cition. Fain would I complain, but my tongue cleaves to the 
| Roof of my Mouth, and my Sins keep me dumb and ſpeechleſs. 


The Senſe of my Gwir, makes me afraid to lift up my 
Eyes to that God | have offended ; and the Deſpite which 


I have offered to the Spirit of Grace, renders me diffident 


of his dee, and almoſt deipairing of my Saviour I 


This, alas! is the moſt Cutting and Melancholy 


. Thought ot all the reſt; becauſe it ſeems to exclude me 
from the common Benefit of Sinners, and pronounces me 


an Outlaw againſt the General Act of Indemnity, For if he, 


Who is my Redeemer, ſhould turn my Enemy ; if he, thro 


| whoſe Name only 1 can obtain Lie, ſhouid ientence me to 
Eternal Death; Who can mitigate my Fate? Who can re- 
verſe my Doom? Prayers muſt be uſeleſs, and Interceſſion 
Vain; Friendſhip can't help me in this Time of Adverſity, 
nor Gold and Silver blind the Eyes of my earag'd Fudge. 1 
may be as heavy and diſconſolate, as reſtleſs and uneaſie 
as i pleaſe; I may turn from lide to lide, wichout ever 


changing my Pain; and rove up and down for Comfort, 
Without 


W 


32 The Devout Soul. Böck I. 
without procuring the leaſt Settlement or Repoſe ro my 


afflicted Mind. 


Go to, therefore, O my guilry Soul, weep and how“; for; 


without a ſerious Courſe of Repentance, thy Deſtruction is 
near, and thy Damnation unavoidable, Call now, 


Job. 51: and ſee if there be any that will help thee; if | 


there be any of thy former Companions and 
Brethren in Iniquity, who are willing to eſpouſe thy Inte- 
reſt, or able ro plead thy Cauſe. See, if there be any who 
dare interpoſe between thee and an'angry God, and can 


preſume ro ſcreen thee from the Devouring Flame. See, 
If any of the celebrated Pleaſures of Sin, can filence the 
Clamours and Outrages of Conſcience, and relieve thy di- 
ſtracted Mind under the Bitterneſs of her preſent Agonies. 


— 


R O E M. 


HAT raging Fury has my Soul poſſeſt, 
And what rude Conflicts ſtruggle in my Breaſt > 

My ftaring Eyes, and trembling. Limbs declare 

The grinding Agonies of deep Deſpair. 

Horror and Anguiſh in my Boſom dwell, 

And reſtleſs Fears preſage the Pains of Hell. 

Febrific Heats, my {ſcorching Vitals ſeize ; 


My griping Entrails I could tear for Eaſe. 


So kindling Flames in Ætna's Bowels pent, 
Firſt thin th' inteſtine Air, and heave for vent; 
Till ſtronger Fires the Sulph'rous Mountain burſt, 
And ſtrow Trinacria's Shores with Stones and Duſt. 


And Conſcience ſtorms at the tremendous Bar, 


Black gloomy Thoughts the guilty Bil prefer, 7 


Conſcience, my Judge and Executioner. 


Conſcience, Heaven's Vice-Rey, to maintain his Cauſe, 
And call down Vengeance on his broken Laws: 
This Fury Conſcience, to my Mind preſents. 


In various Shapes, her deſtin'd Puniſhments, 
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And if the Wind in haſty Murmurs blows, EE Y 
Jl bod ing Thought ſome Tragic Omen ſhews, 
And points at Vengeance ruſtling chro' the Boughs, 
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It ro her foneſome Walks my Soul retreats] 
\ + Conſcience attends her with her awful Threats: 
Oer Flats and Mountains the purſues the Chaſe, 


And haunrs each ſhady Grove and ſilent Place. 


1 


If I, from Company propoſe Redreſs, 


And ſeek ro drown my Troubles in my Glaſs ; 
- Conſcience impairs my Mirth, my Bliſs annoys, 
And ſecrer Checks rye down my riſing Joys. 


Sometimes, ttis true, the Grape's ſurprizing Juice 
Ma) jovial Airs, and merry Tales produce: 

Then caſt Oblivion round the Drunkard's Brains, 
And bind the Conſcience in lethargic Chains: 

Vet feeble is the Charm, the Reſpir ſmall ; 

And what ſhould free, does but the more enthral. 


7: So fatt'ning Oils may ſeem to damp the Fire, 
Not to extinguiſh, bur enflame it higher. 


Tho' Thought a while the lumpiſh Soul forſakes; 


; When Reaſon quickens, and the Drunkard wakes, 


The Fit of Conſcience will return again, 
And with re-doubl'd Force th' Attack maintain: 
Remorſe and Shame diftract each guilty Part, 


And fad Memento's rack my ſhiv'ring Heart. 


[f 


Sometimes, methinks, rh' enrag'd Almighty ſtands; 
Lightning in's Eyes, and Thunder in his Hands :) 
Prepar'd to pour whole Vollies of his Wrath, 
And fix me panting to th' aſtoniſſid Earth. 


HhHeeneath my Feet, the Ground at other times 
 Gapesro abſorb me for my daring Crimes: 
And then, methigks, I ſee the Sulphur glide 
In flaming Torrents down the Stygian Tide. 

1 hear, methinks, ch' inferna! Monſters Howls, 
And feel the Tortures of departed Souls, 


| Thes 
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Then tell me. bold preſumptuous Mortal, tell :) 
(When Conſcience gives thee ſuch a Plan of Hell: 
Tell me, thou Wrerch, who with undaunted Pride, 
Thy God haſt lighted, and his Prieſts defy d: 
What Stratagem can Wit or Courage find, 1 5 
To calm the Tomults of a raging Mind! i 1 
Romantic Fool! Thou may'ft ro Deſarts fly, 
And court the falling Rock to cover thee. 
Bur Rocks and Deſarts can no Shelter give; 177 1 
Nor Hills, nor Dales the ſick'ning Soul relieve. oY 
For Nature's Works ſhall be to Ruins hurl d, "A 
Whilſt chou in endleſs Pains ſurviv'ſt the World. 


VA YES, , 
* 


HT MN. I. 


72 EN I am in Heavineſs, Iwill think, upon God ; when 
my Heart is vexed, I will complain (P. 77. 3.) 
Thou elde mine Eyes waking, and makeſi my Bed in Tears, 
V. 4. 
; In 15 Nigbe I commune with my own Heart, and ſearch out 
my Spirits. (V 6.) - 
In the Day 1 Po mourning and diſconſolate, and roar for the. 1 
very Diſquietneſs of my Soul. . 1 
Will the Lord (ſay I) abſent himſelf for ever, and be nm. þ 
more entreated ? (Pl. 7). 7) 
Is his Mercy clean gone for ever, and his Promiſe come utter- 
ly to an End for evermore ? (V. 8.) 
| Hath the Lord forgotten to be gracious ? and will be ſhut 4 C 
his Loving- -kindneſs in Diſpleaſure? (V. 9) 
Lord ! How long wilt thou be angry? Shall thy Jealouſ je burn 4 
liste Fire for evermore? (Pl. 79. 5.) 1 
0] Remember not my old Sins; but have merey upon me, 
and that ſuon : For I am come to great Miſery. (V. 8.) To 
Thou writeſt bitter things againſt me, and makeſt me to pa 
ſeſs the Sins of my Youth. (Job. 13. 26.) | < 
2% wrathful Diſpleaſure goeth over me, IS the Fear of the © 
hath undone me. (Pl. 88. 16.) = 
Thy Teriors have ſet themſelves in aray againſt me, and "0 I 
Juegments are drawn VP to attack my Soul. Jobe 6. 4) , 


AS EEE SS 3 > * 


M Of a Guilty Conſcien. 38 
Oord! Revoke thy Fury, ſheath up thy Vengeance; 
and contend not with the Works of thine own Hand. = 

Help me, O Lord of my Salvation, for the Glory of thy Name: 
O, deliver me, and be merciful to my Sin, for thy Names ſake. 


| HYMN II. 


0b has kept my Actions upon Record, and filed my 
SZ Tranfgreflions in rhe Court of Heaven. „ 
Hie will ſummon in Evidence againſt me at the Day of 
-. and expoſe my Secret Sins at the laſt Conflagra- 
tion. ; | 5 

I ſhall ſtand arraign'd in the Preſence of Angels, and 
my crucify'd Saviour ſhall be conſtituted my Judge, 
ben The Fore- bodings of Conſcience warn me of this fiery 
en eien ; and the Scripture commands me to ſtand upon my 
„ guard. F | 
, For the Fudge of all the World wil do right, and repay the 

, Sinner according to his Deſerving. (Gen. 18. 26.) 
u For he hath no where declar'd Impunity to Profaneſs} 
z nor exempred my Body from rhe Rigour of Puniſnment: 
7 777 Rut has given ſome Inſtances of his Diſpleafure, whilſt 


I 


I remain upon Earth, as an Earneſt of what I muſt ſuffer 
be m hereafter. N | | 
lle has erected a Court of Conſcience in my Breaſt, and 
ten made my own Mind the Executioner of his Vengeance. 
l be wicked, wo unto me; and if I were righteous, yet 
ut U} mould I not lift up my Hand, (Job 10. 15. 


zun For I know, the Righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, and tha 
bun the beſt Performances can't ſtand the Trial of a ſevere 

dee. (x Per. 4. 18. — 55 f 
n me, As for the Wicked, they ſhall be turned into Hell, and all 

the People that forget God. (Pf. 9.17.) -- . 
0 poſe Oh! That J had never been liſted with 3 hate ful 5 

clety, nor caſt in my Lot with the Tranſgreſſors. (Prov. 1. 14.) 
of the: Oh! The my Houſe had not 1 9 5 of Faction, 
4 hi gnd my Soul were a Stranger to the Cabals of Seducers. 
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The Devout Sub. 


P RATE R I. 


O Moſt gracious and compaſtionare God, who knoweſt | 
rhe Torments of a wounded Mind, to be too great 
for the Infirmities of Fleſh ro bear; Grant me the Refreſh- 


ments of thy Blefſed Spirit under all thoſe Trials, which 


thy Providence has allotted me to undergo: And let the 
Anguiſh of my Conſcience give me ſuch a juſt Senſe of 


the Guilr of my Actions, that I may bring forth Fruit; | 
meet for Repentance, and receive the Abſolution of my Sim 


through the Merits and Satisfaction of my dear Saviour, 


Amen. 


P RAT ER II. 


p * 

: 3 
3 * . 

* ED 


1 
' 


apt. 3 8 
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HEW me, O God, the Danger of my Sin, and the un 
avoidable Conſequences of my Diſobedience : Give 
me a true Norion both of thy Juſtice and Mercy ; and le. 
me ſo temper the Mildneſs of the One with the Severity o 
the Other, that I may neither run into Preſumption, no 
fink under Deſpair. Take me, O Lord, under thy Father“ 
Correction, and chaſtiſe me according to the Rules of th 
Infinite Wiſdomland Goodneſs: But deliver me not into th. 
Hands of Satan, nor ſuffer the Wicked to have dominion ove 
me. Thou art a God, whoſe Property it is always to have mer 
and to forgive: Oh! Be propitious to an afflicted Sinne 
and make me an Example of thy Clemency, Oh! Spe“ 
Peace to my Soul in her preſent Hurry and Diſtraction, as 
ſave her at laſt from the bitter Pains of Eternal Deat! 


+ x. 
LR 3 


n IC" Wo Fac + 

> nu, $6 i * — 
25 . E 
2 =... 15 . 
* « *+ 0 * 


— N 


os 


_ 


a file tp A A Ot 


* 


1 


5 wed 


— 
* 


ee 
A 


n 


"F Suk Ta 
BE a 
27 ty N 
e 


Chap. II | 3 
Chap. II. e 39 
1 22 22 ” 

Ee ERIE 0 . RE W Ne 
O H A P. | II 6 


ſh Wl | of 0 ences againſt God. 
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Againſt thee only have T ſinned, and done this Evil in thy fight, 


7 MEDITATION. 
5 A Gainſt thee, O my Powerful and Omnipotent God, 


= have I committed innumerable Sins; and in Con- 
Re tempt of thy Holy Word, and in deſpite of thy Pre- 
51) venting Grace, proceeded with Impudence and Preſumpri- 
le on from one Degree of Villany to another. Well may 1 
y 0 complain, that my Sins are more in Number than 
no the Hairs of my Head, fince in every reſpect, 
er! in every relation I bear ro Thee, I have been a notorious 
fh and ſcandalous Offender. As a Creature, 1 have been un- 
% mindful of Thee, my Creator; as a Servant, I have been 
ovi faithleſs ro Thee, my Maſter ; as a Son, 1 have been un- 
er dutiful ro Thee, my Father; and as a S»bje8, I have 
ine! been a Rebel to Thee, my Sovereign. Thus, againſt 


* 


M 
* 2 
* 
pes 
„ 
os Ne 
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Pi. 40. 12. 


Thee, Thee, have I often ſinned, and committed the moſt 
an abominable Wickedneſſes in thy Sight. Againſs Thee have 
eat! YT lifted up my Hands, and hardned my Heart: In thy Sight 
have I profticuted my Innocence, and played the 
Harlot with many Lovers, O my God! I am 
_ aſtoni{l'd ar the very Thoughts of my Sins, and dread the 
diſmal Effects and Conſequences of them. I frame rerri- 
ble Idea's of thy Vengeance, and apply all the Threat- 
Al nings and Judgments in Scripture to my diſtracted Soul. 


D 3 Were 


2 
38 The Devout Soul. Book L 


Were my Offences only againſt Men, ſinful Men, like my 
ſelf, I might perhaps, be in a Capacity of making ſome Re- 


ſtirution o chem; or, ar leaſt, might ſtop the Mouth of my 


Accuſers, by drawing a Parallel between our ſeveral Acti- 
ons, and oppoſing their Sins to my own, Bur ſince my 


Tranſgreflions are levelbd againſt a pure and holy God, 2 


whoſe ſpotleſs Nature as much abhors every Act of Sin, as 


his Juſtice does the Sinner; I know not how I ſhall be a. . 
ble to make up the Breach, or clear my ſelf from thoſe 


juft Imputations I lye under. Ir is in vain to put a falſe 


Gloſs or Varniſh upon my Actions, and ro repreſent no- 
rorious Matter of Fact with any favourable and extenua- 

ting Circumſtances : Kor I cannot pretend to reſtrain the _ 
Arm of Omnipotence, or reverſe the Decrees of Eternal 
Fate; I can't pretend to impoſe upon Omniſcience, or to 
blind the Eyes of that God, who ſees my Thoughts in 


their Embryo, and records all the minute Paſſages of my 
Life. Bur alas! My Sins are roo flagrant to be conceal'd, 


and roo notorious ro be palliared ; and I wiſh they may 
not be too inveterate to be rectify'd, and too great to be 
pardon'd. For Habits in general, are obſerved to grow : 


into a ſecond Nature; and Vicious ones in particular have 


this Advantage towards the Accompliſhment of their Ends, 


that they are always ſecure of the Aſſiſtance of Fleſh and 
Blood, and to have their Propoſals back'd with a Company 
of rude and boiſterous Paſſions: And when Sin once finds 


Entrance into the Heart, and rakes poſſeſſion of the inward 


Man, Grace immediately removes her Habitation and 


leaves the Captive Sinner to the mercileſs Uſage and In- 


ſults of his Enemies. 

I am very ſuſpicious and fearful that this is my parti- 
cular Caſe; and the Number and Aggrayation of my Sins 
makes me tremble ar the Thoughts of a Future State. 
The more I ſearch, the more I am confounded ; and the 


deeper I probe the Wound, the more difficult I perceive 
the Cure, and the greater Neceſſity for preſent Applicati- 


ons. O God, be thou not ſevere againſt me: Do not thou enter 


Job 40. 4. into Judgment with thy Servant: For behold, 5 


7 I am vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee? I muſt lay 
my Hands upon my Mouth, and plead Guilty. For if I ſhould 
ch. 2 juſtifie my ſelf, my own Actiont would condemn. 
ff ſhould Jay that I am perfect, they would 
grove me perverſe, Eoin nn e | 


* 


Creator. Mine Iniquities have ſeparated between 

we and him, and my Sins have hid his Face from Ia. 539. 4. 
e, that be will not hear. And under what 
Colour or Pretence then, can I (ue for loſt Privileges ; 

as or how can I expect Re-admiſſion into the Divine Favour > 
A- What Degrees of Condeſcenſion will procure my Pardon; 
ſe or what Services qualifie me for the Almighty's Protecti- 
lie on? What Oblations can appeaſe his Anger, or what Ran- 

10- ſom pay off the Debt to offended Juſtice ? 

la- Should I preſent him with my Subſtance, or compliment 

he him with my Life and Fortune, I return him nothing bur his 

al own, and am till in the Number of unprofitable Servants. 

to should I come before him with Burnt-Offerings and Sacri- 

In Fices, and tender him the Fruit of my Body for the 
ny Sin of my Soul: Should I preſume to pleaſe him 
d, -with thouſands of Rams, or with ten thouſands of Rivers of Oil; 
ay Why! His own ſelf has afſur'd me, that he has no need of 
be Vain Oblations, neither will he eat Bulls-Fleſh, 10. 1. 1 „ 
or drink the Blood of Goats. N i 
Ve But yet, after all this, there is a Sacrifice of another 
Is, nature, which he will accept of: A troubled Spi: 
id it, O God! is thy Sacrifice; a Broken and a Pl. 81.17. 
1 Contrite Heart is the Oblation which thou haſt 

ds _promis'd not to deſpiſe : But how ſhall I make the ſtubborn 
rd Flinr within me relent? What Arts ſhall I uſe to mollifie 
d That, which is harder than the nether Mill-ſtone ? 


Mic. 6.6, 7. 


1 I am altogether at a loſs how to prepare my Offering; 
and which way to tender my Submiſſion. The Senſe of my 
1- _ Sin keeps me at a diſtance from God; and my own Un- 
1s __ worthineſs makes me dread the very Thoughts of my Du- 


e. ty. My guilty Legs tremble, when they ſhould carry me 
e to the Temple of the Lord; and 1 dare nor approach his 
e Courts with this Body of Sm. My unhallow'd Lips are a- 


i- fraid to mention his ſacred Name, leſt (like Vzz4h for 
touching the Ark ) I ſhould be ſtruck dead for my Preſum- 
1, - prion. And how, indeed, can ſuch a profane Wretch as 1 
„am, venture to meddle with Sacred Things? What Lot or 
4 Inheritance can Texpect in Heaven, who have waſted my 
2 _ Subſtance in Riotous Living here upon Earth? Can I think 


d _ thereis ſtill a Reſerve of Mercy for the profligate Sons of 
= | D 4 | Men; | 
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go The De vont Soul. 
Men; and a freſh Prize to be put into the Hands of Fools 2 
Can I think, my Father hath another Bleſſing for Me, even 
Me, the vileſt of his Sons, who have ſo prodigally laviſh'd 
and ſquander'd away the Former? Alas! Alas! The Un. 

1, 14.0. Lodly and his Ungodlineſs are both alike hateful to 
e > ts Sd ; and He that is of purer Eyes than to be- 
bold Iniquity, will never look upon ſuch a lewd and de- 
bauch'd Creature as I am, unleſs it be to make me an Ex- 


fal. 42. 55 


And ſmooth the raging Surface of the Deep: 


Book J. 


ample of his Vengeance. | 

No, no: Stop a little, O my diffident and miſtruſtful 
Soul! and be cautious how thou pronounceſt any thing ſo 
peremptorily about the abſolute Decrees of God, and the 
„ final State of ſinful Man. 
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Behold, the Lord's 

| Hand is not ſhortned, that it cannot ſave : neither 
is bis Ear heavy, that it cannot hear. Why then, ſhould I har- 

bour any ſuch black and diſconſolate Thoughts, as ſtinr the 


Grace of God, and ſer Limits to his boundleſs Mercy? 


Why ſhouldeft thou be ſo exceeding heavy, O my 


Soul 2 Na ſhouldeſt thou be ſo diſquieted within 


me? Oh! tarry, and ſee how gracious the Lord may be to 


Iſa. 43. 12. 


thee : - Look back upon the former things, and 
remember the things of old; and by contempla- _ 


ting his paſt Favours, let thy Hopes be enliven'd, and thy _ 


Expectations rais'd of future Mercies. 


— 


5 


— —— 


In Imitation obiefly of the Seven firſt Verſes of the Firſt 


Chapter of Iſaiah. 
J. 


O All ye Beings of the World, draw near; 


Hearken, O Heaven, and O Earth, give Ear; 
And, O ye Poles, attentive hear: 
Let awful Silence creep 
On the calm Wings of Night, 


Let rapid Winds and Tempeſts ceaſe, 
And ſprightly Motion be confin'd to Reſt. 
'Tis GOD, who does the liſt'ning World invite 
Tis GOD, who bids ſuſpended Nature hear 
Tie diſmal Tidings, which his Lips declare, 


* 
2 


x: 43 Es. IL Of Offences againſt Cod. 41 
2 TD 645 ; 

"i "4 IT. 

'd Prrel has been my darling Son, 


And all my Royal Favours has engroſt: 

to I took the Infant from his Mother's Womb; 

„e- Nurs d him with Pains, and bred him up with Coſt : 

e- But as th' unruly Youth advanc'd in Years, 

x And with Obedience ſhould re-pay my Cares ; 
From the kind Parent's Breaſt he rais'd his Head, 

ul Diſown'd the Pow'r which firſt his Hunger fed, 

ſo And ſpura'd the gen'rous Hand which gave him Bread. 


ne 
T; | N 1 1 II. 
er The ſtupid Ox owns a ſupreme Command, 


r- And pays Obeiſance to his Maſter's Hand; 
he And the dull Aſs, by Nature's Inſtinct led, 


23 Reveres the Pow'rs by which he's fed. 
u But Jacob's Sons more Brutiſh prove, 
in And bid Defiance to their God; 
to Not ſcar'd by Threats, not ſoorh'd by Love, 
d They brave his Thunder, and conremn the Rod, 
a- | 

=, Ye haughty Infidels! 


Ye rough Impenirents ! 

Whoſe daring Vice all Bounds excels; 
And hardens under Puniſhments! 
„ © The beaten Tracks of Vice ye always trace; 
ff (Ke curſed Offspring of a curſed Race!) 

; Your Fathers Courſes ye purſue ; 

nr Still furbiſh their old Crimes anew, 
: And the Rebellion {own in them, {prings up afreſli in you, 


. 


If in the trying Furnace ye are — 
And by Afflictions melted down 5 


. Nor Rods, nor Ferrers can your Life amend ; 
WE | The More y are bear, the more ye ſtill offend. 


; 
475 
n 
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42 The Devont Soul. Book! 
So when the Conſtitution's out of courſe, 3 
What ſhould ſupport it, makes it worſe; ' 
No wholeſome Food can give the Body Eaſe ; 


But Phyſic turns to a Diſeaſe. 4/6 


VI. . 
There might, perhaps, be ſome Redreſs, * 
And bounteous Heav'n might ſome Expedient find, 
To quell the Ragings of a tortur'd Mind, 
If you'd retract your Wickedneſs: "31 
But ah! Yare wedded to your Miſery, . 
And with full Sails purſue your Deſtiny: EL 
TW Infection pierces to the Heart, "T 
And ſpreads its Venom thro? each diftant Part. 3 
No ſculkling Member can be free; _ | GM 
But Prince and People both are poiſon'd with the Malady: f, 


> Cs . 
Jour God abhors your Blaſphemies, ” 
And ſhuts his Ears againſt your Cries. ; 
The Time's expir'd, which was for Penance lent, #2 
And your new Crimes demand freſh Puniſhment, 355 
In vain, Believe me, 'tis in vain 
To ſeek for Help, and fruitleſs to complain. 
Ye may lye weltring in your Pain; —=_ 
Ye may, with Sighs and Tears behold "4 
An ulcer'd Body and a tortur'd Soul: oh 
No kind Phyfician can be found 98 
With healing Arts ro mellifie the Mound. 


— | — — — — . — FE 
H 1M NI. 
EAR ye not me? faith the Lord: Mill ye not tremble at 
my Preſence ? ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, (Jer. 5. 22.) N 
Which have placed the Sand for the Bound of the Sea by a 
erpetual Decree, that it cannot paſs it? (V. 22.) 1 
And though the Waves thereof toſs themſelves, yet can they not _ 
prevail; though they roar, yet can they not paſs over it. (V. ibid) 4 
I dwell in Everlaſtingneſs, and behold from above things in | 
the Heaven, and in the Air, (2 Eldr. 8.20.) Be, 


3 IT. Of Offences agaiuſt God. 43 
1 ” My Throne 3s ineſtimable, and my Glory cannot be compreben- 
"Jed. (V. 21.) 
4 Vs me the Hoſt of Angels ſtand with Trembling, and the 
| %- Pillars of Heaven are aſtoniſhed when I am wrath. ( Job 
6. 11.) 
3 Mx Look drieth up the Depths, and my Indignation maketh 
* e Mountains to melt away. (2. Eſdr. 8. 23,) | 
0 1 Service is converſant in Wind and Tempeſt, and my Fury 
"Bo 5 poured out like Fire. (Nah. 1. 6.) 
> My Word is true, and Sayings conſt ant; my Commandment 
t 1 ſtrong, and Ordinance is fearful. (2 Eſdr.$. 22. S 
I hade my Way in the Whirlwind, and in the Storm, and the. 
g Clouds are the Duſt of my Feet. (Nah. 1. 3.) 
The Meuntains quake at me, and the Hills and the Earth 
are burnt up at my Preſence ; ea, the World, and all that dwell 
dy; 08 therein RS V.5 
© Who then _ n ſtand before my Indignation ? and who can 4. 
 bide the Fierceneſs of my Anger? (V. 6.) 
I am jealous, and revenge; I revenge, and am furious, (V..) 
I will take Vengeance on my Adverſaries, and have reſerved 
Wrath for mine Enemies. 95 ibid.) 


Fe 
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E YM N. l. 


25 HEN I ſee the Hand. Writing of God upon the Mull. 

; and read the black and frightful Catalogue of my 

ins; 3 (Dan. 5 5.) 
15 How is my Countenance, like Belſhazzar' s, changed? 2 And 
bow do my Thoughts trouble me? (V. 6.) 

EE 55 Fearfulneſs and Trembling come upon me, and an horrible 
Dread overwhelmeth me. (PL. 55. 5.) 
44 The Foints of my Loins are loaſed, and my Kees {mite one 

© againſt another. (Dan. 5. 6) 

1 = My Strength faileth me for fear; and my Heart in the midſt 
5 5 i my Body, is even like melting Was. (F. 22:14) 

2 Q Lord, rebuke me not in thine Indignation, neither chaſter 
5 me in thy Diſpleaſure. (Pf. 6. 1.) | 

not For 777 155 Pick faſt i in me, and thy Hand preſſeth me 

d.) ere. (Pf. 38. 2.) 

in Ĩ here is no Health in my Fleſh, becauſe of thy Diſpleaſure ; 

75 6.20 is there any Ref in my Bones, by reaſon of my Fin. 
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44 The Devout Soul. Bookf! ea 
For my VWickedneſſes are gone over my Head, and are like. 3 5 


fore Burthen too heavy for me to bear, (V. 4 RY 

Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak: O Las Beg 
me, for my Bones are vexed. ( Pl 6.2.) 

Ms Soul alſo is fore troubled ; But, Lord, how long wilt thy 


puniſh me? (V. z.) 


O ! hear the Prayer of thy Servant, and give ear to the Pei 


tion of thy Creature. (2 Eſdr. 8. 24 


O ! look not upon the Sins of thy People: But bs mercifu 


unto them, which ſerve thee in Truth. (V. 26.) 


FRAZER I 


O#michry God, who alone can't order the unru]; 


Wills and Affe tions of finful Men; grant unto thy 1 
People, that they may love the things which 


cet for the thou commandeſt, and delire that which 
3th Sunday 


afier lrin. thou doſt promiſe; that ſo among the ſundij 


and manifold Changes of this World, ou: 


Hearts may iurely there be fixed, where true Joys are * 


be found; thro Jelus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


"PRATER II. 


Thou moſt Juſt and Holy God, who knoweſt the 


Greatneſs of my Offences, and the Meanneſs of my 


beſt Performances ; ; I become an humble Petitioner to thy 
Divine Majeſty, that the many repeated Aggravations of 
my preſumptuous Sins may not ſtop rhe e of thy Fa- 
vour, and aſſi gn me over to Eternal Damnation; bur tha: 
1 may lay hold of the univerſal Pardon proclaim d ro Sin- 


ners by Chriſt jeſus ; - and may be freed from the Caprivity 1 


of Satan, by virtue of the Rantom paid by the Lover ol 


Zouls, Amen, 


CHAP. 


1 


45 
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. CHAP. III 
Pei 1 O Conf, eſion of Sins. 
ein * 4 | MY 


Ii confeſs my Tranſereſſion to the Lord. 


32. 5 


MEDITATION. 


My God! To what an execrable Courſe of Life 
have ] proſtituted my ſelf for theſe laſt Years ; 
and with what a Knot of looſe Companions have. 


W link'd my Soul? J have been paſt the Senſe of Feeling, 
and beyond the Power of Remorſe ; plung'd into the 
Depths of Stupidity, and even dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins : 


But, (Thanks be to thy render Love and Generoliry !) I 


the 


my 
thy. 


s of 


Fa- 


hat 

in- 

ity 
of 


0 Almighty Father! ꝝpon the Bed of Heavineſs, 


begin now to recover my Senſes ; and my Soul is rok die 


from her Drowſineſs and Lethargy. I am willing to throw 


my ſelf at thy Feet with the utmoſt Submiſſion, and deli- 


ver my Confeſſion in all the ſincere and unaffected Strains 


of a penitential Heart. 

7 Behold then, here I lye, O ſweet and endearing Jeſus! 
under the bitter Apprehenſions of thy Diſpleaſure, and the 
ſevere Condemnation of my own Conſcience. Here I he, 
girded with Sackeloth, and wallowing in Aſhes ; A ns 
-puniſhing my Body for the Offences of my Soul. 9 


merable Troubles are come about me, and my Sins 


have taken ſuch hold upon me, that I am incapable P.. 40. 15. 


of Motion, and unable to lift up mine Eyes: yea, 

they are more in number than the Huirs of my Head, and m 

Heart grows Faint, and my Strength faileth me. Oh! What 

- ſhall I do under theſe perplexing Calamities? Where ſhall 
I find any real Satisfaction under theſe fearful and difcoato- 


late 
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FP. 51. 4. 


| Luke I . 


46 The Devout Soul. Book 1A. 
late Circumſtances? O Lord! Let it be thy Pleaſure u diſt 
deliver me: Make haſte, O Lord ! to help me: For thoy at 
alone, art in a Capacity to aſſwage my preſent Pain: Thon 
canſt mitigate my Sorrows, and even reverſe my impending 

Doom. Azainſt Thee, Thee only have I finned, ani 
done this Evil in thy fight. And therefore unto thee, W: 
O Phyſician of Sculs, I diſcloſe rhe Wounds of my Heart, ta: 
and the Flaws of my Conſcience, in hopes of Eaſe and Re. If \ 


lief from thy healing Hand. | anc 


Oh! That my Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a Fountain Fol 
of Tears, that I might weep Day and Night for my d 


Jer. 9. 15 2. Sins! Ob! That F had in the Wilderneſs a lodg. Re 


ing-place, that J might leave the People, and go from them, Mc 
For then I ſhould diſcard my vicious Acquaintance, and ant 
bid adieu to an ill-narur'd World: Then I might be Ma. qu 
ſter of my own Time, and have Leiſure ro ſettle the Af. G. 
fairs of my Soul: I might call my paſt Actions to remem:- He 
brance, and make the beſt Atonement I could for my Sins, 4g: 
Alas! The Croud and Noiſe of the World diſturb me, AP 
and the Fatigue and Hurry of continual Buſineſs baniſh *. 


god Thoughts and Reſolutions from my Mind. But 1 


muſt, I will endeavour, to bring my (elf ro a more com. * 
pos'd and ſedate Temper, and to poſſeſs my Soul with ſuch 4 


a Godly Sorrow, as may produce a thoro' Reformation, 9 


and make an effectual Change in my Life and Manners, Pr 
With what Shame and Confuſion of Face, do IT remember, % 
that 1 have ſinned againſt Heaven, and in thy I; 
fight, O Heavenly Father, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy Sen? With what Horror and Amazement C 
do I look upon the Forfeiture of my ancient Privileges? 8 
With what Regret and Indignation, do ] contemplate the 
unhappy Poſture of my preſent Affairs? I might have con- ſe 
Jer. 27; 46; ſider'd, that the Lord ſearcheth the Heart and 
trieth the Reins; that he knows my down ſitting ö 
and up riſing, and underſtandeth my Thoughts afar 
off, Bur I was willing to entertain a more favourable O- 
pinion of the Deity, and ro excuſe my ſelf in a voluntary 


P1139; $* 


Ccurſe of Wickedneſs. by a diſhonourable Norton of the 


Divine Attributes. I thought, (poor deluded Soul as! 
was!) that ſince my Sins were committed in the dark, and 
lay hid from the Eyes of Men, the Almighty would not 
ſee them, nor the Maſt High regard them. But now 2 

diſtra⸗ 


1. In. Of Confeſſion of Sins. 47 
eu diſtracted Conſcience obliges me to revoke my Errors; 
hon and rhe Voice of Reaſon, as well as Revelation, ſatisfies 
bon me, chat there is no Darkneſs, nor Shadow of 
ling Death, where the Workers of Iniquity may bide 
and themſelves from an Omniſcient and Powerful God. He 
1ee 


Job! 34. 223 


Will not ſuffer his Honour to be affronted, or his Majeſty 
art, trampl'd upon; his Laws violated, or his Name profan d. 
Re. If we refuſe to repent, when he has ſo often call'd upon us, 
and ſo kindly invited us to it; we muſt blame our own 
ain Folly and Stubborneſs, and not reflect upon his Wiſdom 
n and Goodneſs. For God will not always condeſcend to 
Rebels, nor ſtrive with the perverſe Humours of ſinful 
em, Men. If they prove deaf ro the Overtures of his Love 
and and Mercy, they muſt expect an unuſual Summons, and 
Ma. quite different Treatment from his Juſtice, For the 
Af. Glittering Sword will be brandiſh'd over their 
em. Heads, and the Inſtruments of Death made ready 
ins, againſt their Souls. The right-aiming Thunder-bolts will 
ne, Appear in the World, and the Arrows of Vengeance be 
\iſh made drunk in the Blood of the Perſeoutors. „ 
t And therefore, O my Soul, conſider what a fearful thing 
m. it is to fall into the Hands of the living God 
1ch and do thy utmoſt Endeavour to ſtop the Fury 
on, of the Executioner, and to prevent thy own Ruin. Go, 
s. provide the Artillery of Prayers, of Sighs, and of Tears; 
ber, and embark all thy Forces in the momentous Enterprize of 
4% Salvation. Lay cole Siege to the Throne of Grace, and 
bly u if thou can'ſt rake Heaven by the Violence of Devotion. 
em Conſider what Strictnels and Auſterities thy Religion obli- 
<2 ges thee to; conſider the Difficulties of entring into the 
the Kingdom of Glory ; how many are called and how few are cho- 
on. Jen. And do, Oh! Do thy fincere Endea- 1 
ind Your, to be one of the ſelect Number of en ee 
ing Saints. 1 


Deut. 32. 41. 


Heb; 10. 31. 
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PO E M. 


Taken chiefly from the 5 1ſ. Pſalm. 


J. 


Gracious God! Propitious King! 
-” Whole Kindneſs knows no End; 
O unexhauſted Spring ! | 
From whence the Streams of Mercy rowl ; 
Ler the refreſhing Current now deſcend, 
And cool the Ragings of my burning Soul. 


1. 
My Sins, O God! IT muſt confeſs, 
Are like thy Mercies, numberleſs. 
Still, ſtill before my trighred Eyes, 
The hideous Proſpect ſtands ; 
Terror upon my Conſcience lies, 
And guiltleſs Blood defiles my Hands. 


III: 
"Tis Thee, 'ris Thee, my conſtant Friend; 
'Tis Thee, my Parent and my God; 
The kind Protector in my Cares; 
The render Guardian of my infant Tears: 
"Tis Thee, tis Thee, my Sins offend, 
And dread the Laſhes of thy vengeful Rod. 


J. 


At thy tremendous Bar I ſtand, 
Imploring Mercy from thy Hand. 
Array'd with Truth, ſhould'ſt thou in F udgment fit, 
And Me condemn to fall; | 
Thy Juſtice, Lord, I muſt acquir, 
And curſe my ſelf, the Criminal, 


V. Thou © 


Of Confeſſion of Sins. 


V. | 
Thou know'ſt how firſt I did begin; 


How my Conceprion was in Sin; 
And how the Seeds of Wickedneſs 
Were mingled in the working Maſs : 
| Thou know'ſt when from my Mother's Womb; 
The ſtruggling Burthen come, 
1 drew Pollution with my early Breath, 
And ſuck'd in Guilt from her who broughr me forth, 


VI. 

Bur Thou, O Lord, (whoſe piercing Eye 
Can thro' the lurking Holes of Conſcience prie :) 
Thou, Holy God, doſt me require 

To quench the Flames of luſtful Fire, 
And quell the Rebel-Thought within, 

uſt as 'tis dawning into Sin, 
And ſtop the Rifings of each fond Defre. 

But ah! Th' Attempt muft unſucceſsful prove, 
Without Afſiſtance from thy pen rous Lov 


VII. 


Pris me with Hyſſep, and I ſhall be clean; 
Waſh me, O God, from ev 'ry loathlome Stain: | 
find then my Soul, with new-fall'n Snow ſhall vie; 
In harmleſs White $ dimplicity. 

Diſpel the low'ring Cloud of Wks 
Which hangs epon my heavy Bro. 

Ler the dark dilmal Scene retire, 

And joyful News ſalute my Ear: 

I he joyful News I mean, 

That thou haft pardon'd all my Sin. 
Then ſha!l new Life ſeize ev'ry Part; 
My Tongue thall propagare thy Pr alſes ronn 
My broken Bones ſhall into Order ſtart, 
ind dance tranſported at the pleaſing Sound. 
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VIII. 


My Sins are ſo prodigious great, 
They can't the fiery Trial bear; 
Thy killing Preſence does create 
In me ſuch Horror and Deſpair, 
My Spirits flag, my Heart is faint; 
My Lips grow weary of Complaint, 45 
And my cold Blood runs back for fear. I 


W me” [ 
* „ 
. 2 9 
. 
3 
N 
* 


Oh! ſend t me then a kind Reprieve; 3 Fen 
Ler gentle Mercy bid me live : 1 
Let not thy Vengeance cry aloud; FI 
Bur hide thy Wrathful Face a- -while | SE 
Under the Covert of ſome friendly Cloud, it 
Till Pity calms thee to a pleaſing Smile. | M4 
Thea ler thy milder Rays appear 5 
With their refreſhing Influence. 
Ler Mercy's Hand eraſe the grand Offence, > 
And free ch' Offender from his Guilt and Fear. —_ 
X. 7 
Send down the Holy Paraclete 
To turn diſtorted Nature's Bent; 
To g. aide the unskilful Penitent, 
And Reformation's dawning Work complear. 
Let him erect his Empire in my Soul, 
And dictate there without Contronl : 5 
Let him each ſecret Thought inſpect; + 
And if { Rebeill lous Palſions fhou! fr combine = 
To muriny, let him corred 


Th' unruly Sallies of my boiſt'rous Mind. 
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* HE Firſt Adam beæring a wicked Heart, tranſpreſſed, ans, 
was overcome : and jo be ail they that ae born of bim. (2 E 
3-4) 


1 


4 


30. m. Of conſeſim of ns. 1 
bo thou Adam! what haſt thou done? For tho it was thou that 
i, b aft, __ art not fallen alone ; but we all that come of thee, 
64 þ Thus Takrmicy was made permanent; ſo that the Good 
| 5 departed away, and the Evil abode ſtill. ( Ch. 22. ) 
f 5 The Heart of Proſperity became deceitful eie all things, 
5 and deſperately wicked ; Who can know at 2 (Jer. 17. 9.) 
95 Mhen was it that they who dwell upon the Earth, have not 
> TM ſinned in thy fight 2 Or what People hath kept thy command 
= ments? (2 Efdr.3. 35.) 
4 For in truth, there is none among them that be born, but 
© bath deal: wickedly ; ; and amonoſt the Feithful there is none 

9 which hath not done amiſs. (Ch. 8 
175 For our Tranſgreſſi tons are multiplied before thee, and o Sins 
= reſtifie againſt us. (Iſa. 59. 12.) 
= Me acknowledge, © Lord, out Wickedne(s, and the Iniquity 
== of our Fore Fathers, (Jer. 14. 20): 
| ho can tell how oft he offendeth? O ' cleanſe thou me from 
my ſecret Faults. (Pi. 19. 12.) 
85 Keep thy Servant from preſump tuous Sins, leſt hey get the 
7 dominion over me : ſo ſpall I be undefiled, and innocent from the 
= great Offence. (V. 13.) 
Let the Words of my Mouth, and the Meditation of my Heart 
be acceptable in thy ſight. Yona) :: 

Shew me thy Jays, O tn and teach me thy Paths: Guide 
my Feet, and influence my Heart. (Pl. 25. 3.) | 
35 Lead me fort! in thy Truth, and learn me: for thou art the 
God of my Salvation: In thee hath been my hape al the Day 
= long. (V. 4) 
+ Call to rememorance, 07 Lord, thy tender Mcrcies and Loving- 
\. kindneſſes, which have been ever of old. (V. 5.) 
: O remember not the Sins and Offences of my Huth: But ac- 
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cording to thy Mercy, think thou upon me, O Lord, for thy Good- 
nes. (7 V.7.) 
5 3 7 ay” Ol ow not thine own Mind and ! thy Strength, to walk in the 
"| Mays of thy Heart, (Ecclus. 5. 2.) 
| 1 1 gay not, I have Hnned, and what Fan hath hapned unto me ; 2 


6 For tho? the Lord is long (ujFering, he wil in no wiſe let thee go. 


chal 3 BAL 4. 3 Say 


52 The Devout Soul. Book J. 


Say: not, who ſhall controul me for my Works 2 For the Lord # 
will ſurely revenge thy Pride, (V. 3.) * 
For Wrath as well as Mercy, comes from bun; and his Indig. 5 A 
nation reſteth on Sinners. (V. 6.) = 
IF he ſhould enter into judgment with his Servants, what Fleſt . 
living could be juſtified before him? (PC. 143 2 9 It 
For, behold ! he putteth no truſt in his Saints, and rage , 5 
his angels with Folly. (Job 4. B. Ch. 15 15. ) = 
The Heavens are not clean before him, neither are the $ 60 "FS % 
pure in h:s fight. (Ch. 25. ve 7 
How much more abeminable and filthy is Man, which inte! 81 
Iniquity like Mater? (Ch. 15. 16.) 38 
For how ſhould he be clean, that is ſhapen i in Sin? Tg | 
he be righteous, that is polluted j in his Mother's Womb 2(Pi 51.5 = 
Me he dewn in our Shame, and our Confuſion covereth us; 5 
Oo we have not A the Voice of the Lord our God. (Jer 
Ge) 5 = 
do not thou abbor us, for thy Name's ſake : Do not ail 0 
grace the Throne of thy Glory, (Ch. 14. 21.) 1 
Remember thy Pr ome to our Anceſtors, and break not th 
Covenant with their unworthy Poſrerity. 3 


PRATERR 1. 


Almighty and Everlaſting God, who hateſt nothin 
that thou haſt made, and doſt forgive the Sins of al x; 
them that are penitent; Create and make in 
in mea new and contrite Heart, that | Worthih 
jlameming my Sins, and acknowledging mich 
Wretchodnets, may obrain of che, the God of all Merci . 
perfect Remiſfion and Fergie eneſs, thro' Jeſus Chriſt m1 
Lord. Amen. | | 0 


A th ' We da * 
Cplictt. 


PRATER II. 


Lord, I boſeech : hee, abſolve thy People from thei 
Of Fences, that thro! thy bountiful Goodneſs, we maj 
Coll. for 24h; be delivered from the Bands of thoſe Sins, which 
Sun. afl. Tr. by Our Frailty we have committed. Gran 7 
this, Omerciſul Father, for Je ſus Chriſt's lake, my Bleed t 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. "BY 


CHAP, 
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Of Amendment of Life. 


TOH:N-S 16 


Neither do I condemn thee: Go, and fin no more. 


=} MEDITATION. 


= Have e appeal d ro the Court of ſndicarure | in my own 
— Breaſt, and judged and condemned my felt by the Laws 

1 of Conſcience; in order ro eſcape Fudgment and Con- 
2 demnation at the great and terrible Day of the Lord. I have 
communed with my own Heart, and ſearched out 


1 . 

al | 75 Spirits; tried my Actions, and conſidered my 

118 Way,: And upon an ie Survey of rhe whole mat 
Wer, [ can ſee no cauſe ro diſtruſt my Heavenly Father's 

TH 


God may be angry for my former Diſobedience and In- 
g gratitude, and hide his Face for a time, upon any Enor- 
smity of my Sins: Yer I have rect AiTurances from his own 
Word and Veracity, that he will not abſent him- 
= ſelf for ever, and be no more intreated ; that he 

will not forget to be gracious, and ſhout 20 his Lovins-kindneſ; 

in Diſpleaſure. If my Repentance be fincere, and my 


Ver. 7.9. 


] 1 . © Gudne Pave not as the Morning-Cioud, nor my 
4 7 Virtue vaniſh li the early Dew ; | have no 
Z reaſon to think my God an irreconcticable 5 821 ing, nor 


| rerrifie my Soul with any rigid N Jorlons of his Wrath 
7 35 and Jaſtice. 


Hol. 6. 4. 


7 1 Clemency, or ſink under the Burden of 75 80 re 150 


ure Life anſwerable to my preſent Reſolutions ; - 1f my 
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fort) repreſent the Deity under a quite different Character, 


| Luk, T5» 7. 
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No, no, the Scriptures (which are written for my Com- 


and ſer off his Actions in the moſt amiable and delightful 1 
Colours. They have told me of Foy in Heaven 
over one Sinner that repenteth, more than over nine- 
ty and nine juſt Perſons, that need no Repentance, The Firſt- 
born in Glory ſolemnize the Converſion of a Penitent, and 
the Courts of Paradiſe ring with Anthems and Hallelujah: 
upon that occaſion : The very Angels of God are alpen 
ed with the News, and the Celeſtial Inhabirants are in 
Rapture and Admiration. Oh! that my Repentance mige 22 
be the Subject of their Mirth! That my Reformation iN 
might augment their Happineſs, and my Soul ar laſt be 1 
Joined to their Society! Fi 

I hope, God will hearken ro my Prayers, and be merciful | | 
to me a Sinner; and I depend upon my Saviour to plead WW 
my Caule ; and I rely upon the Merits of his Croſs for the 7 
Expiation of my Sins. I perceive my Perſon to be already Y 7 
repriev'd, and my Execution deferr'd for a time: I ſeem o 
hear the fil and ſlow Voice of Conſcience, aud to feel the 1 
Workings of the Almighty Grace in the inward Man. And 
what now remains for me to do, but ro ſtrengthen my ten- 
der Reſolutions, and ro encourage theſe happy Beginnings 8 


of Reformation; to confirm my Intereſt in Heaven, and i _ 
procure a full and complear Pardon from my Judge. The . 
grand Duty incumbent upon me, is preſent Amendment of | A 
Life, and a ſincere Regulation of all! my vicious Actions: = 
For face my former Courſes have caſt a Blemiſh upon ” 
Religion, and been highly affronting and diſhonourable to | = 


my God and Saviour, I ought now to exert my utmoſt Vi- k 
gour in the promotion of his Intereſt, and to make ſome 7” 
Amenas, by a double Diligence in his Service. E 

Whereas my Soul has been before accuſtom'd to the 33 
Drudgery and Slavery of Sin; ſhe has now liſted her ſelf 
under - another Captain, and v 1 employ the Reſidue of her 
time in a more honourable Occupation. She will not "PF: 
barely reſt in the outward Performance of her Duty; bur | Te 
endeavour after a tiue and Jively Senſe of Religion ee = 
and ſtudy to make the Sinceritz of the Heart in ſome mea- 
Lure zntwerabie to the Proleß Don of ber Ear 


3 


NC 
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4 Neither ſhall ſhe only have an eye to the external and 
Froſſer Acts of [mpiety, (ſuch as Filrhineſs and Superfluity of 


Ex, N — . 
11 aughtineſs ;) but abſtain from the leaſt Appear- 1 Theſſ. fg. 22. 


ce of Evil; root out the hidden Reſerves of 


en 5 . 
, Envy and Malice, and mortifie every ſecret and darling 
f. clinatlon to (in. 

nd! Whereas Coldneſs and Indifference has been the uſual 


oncomitants of her Prayers, and her Spirits have generally 
agg'd, and ſunk in the Performance of Religious Duties; 
ſhe is now reſolv'd to put on a becoming Fervor, and to 
boar up to Heaven in the moſt rapturous and tranſporting 


Tut 1 


Flights of Devotion. Religion is now her Deſire, and the 


5 * 
{8 5 
75 Cx" 
6.4% 7 


burch her Delight: Prayers are her Exerciſe, and Sacra- 


FT 
. 3 
5 

* 


pyents her Happineſs, | 
O my God! How am I raviſh'd with this happy Turn of 
Affairs? How am I enamour'd with this new Courſe of 


Life which I am juſt entring upon? Oh! Let nor my Re- 


4 


7 olutions cool, nor the Flame which thou haſt kindled, ex- 

pire: Let nothing retard my Progreſs in Virtue, nothing 
he ſtop my Career to Paradiſe. | | 

lam truly ſenſible what an Honour it is to be of the 
Number of the Faithful, and what ineſtimable Privileges 
gare entail'd upon the Sons of God. I perceive my Lord's 
Service ro be both beneficial and creditable, and that a 
Day ſpent in his Courts is better than @ thou- pf. go 10. 
ſand. One Minnte's Devotion is worth an | 
Age of ſenſual Pleaſure ; and an Act of Repentance more 


82 1 : ; 
\,, honourable than the Conquett of a Kingdom. 


But ] am ſtill fearful, that the great Adverſary of Souls 
will lay Traps and Snares for me, and employ all his craity 
Engines and Stratagems to ger me into his Clutches, He 
vill endeavour to tempt my Avarice and Ambition with the 
2 Kingdoms of this World, and the Glories therecf; 

and think to win upon my Aftections, by Al March. 4. 8 
= 5 theſe things w I give thee, if thou wilt fall down ; 
= and worſhip me: But I know, chat his Promiſes are deceit- 
ful, and I have experienc'd his Service to be Slavery: And 
„ lam not yet ſo much out of love wich my Chriftian Liber- 


*, ers | 65 | ; 
' 2237, as to court Fetters, and thruſt my ſelf into a Dungeon. 


Bog. POEM 


VA HAT have done, that peeviſh Men complain, 


6 Bux by what Fuſtice ſhwld the Crime deſcend, 


yl ſtop your Mouths, and filence theſe Reports. 


And for paſt Sins in Duſt and Sack-cloth mourns: 


When gen'rous Alms ſhall feed the ſtarving Poor, 
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Part of the 18th Chapter f Ezekiel, tranſlated, from| 
Verſe 2. to Verſe 10. 


And ſawcy Criminals their Judge arraign? 
Their ſpiteful Lips ſarcaſtic Proverbs ule, 


And in their ſolemn Cantings thus accuſe: : 


Of the ſow'r Cup the ſinful Parent fp 4. : 
% And leaves the Reliſh en the Childrens ra 1 


« And Children ſuffer when their Sires offend 7 
Bur hear, ye Rebels, who approach my Courts, 


To ev'ry Creature I Exiſtence gave, 

And I have Pow'r to Ki, and Pow'r to ſave. 
The Sons their Lives by the ſame Tenure hold, 
Which their precarious Fathers did of old. 
Bur now 1 wear, {wear by my ſelf, ſays God, 
One ſha'n'r tranſgreſs, and ?other feel the Rod. 
This, This ſhall be the Law for future times, 


The Soul that ſins, ſhall periſh by bis Crimes. 
When the relenting Criminal returns, 


When he no more to Mountains ſhall relort, 

Nor in polluted Groves the Idol court: 

Bur the ſtrait Paths of Juice ſhall purſue, 

And give his Neighbour and his God their Due : 


And conſcious Hands th' extorted Pledge reſtore : 
When griping Uſury no more ſhall reign, 
Nor graſp the Product of Unlawful Gain : 
When Fraud ſhall ceaſe, and Rapin hang her Head, 
Nor wanton Luſt defluw'r her Neighbour's Bed, f 
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Ce Of Amendment of Life. 57. 
When this is done, the Sinner ſhall have Peace, | 
My Wrath ſhall flacken, and my Judgment ceaſe ; 

And my Right Arm ſhall cancel ev'ry Crime 

From the black Annals of recording Time. 


r u IL 
7 what purpoſe cometh there to me Incence from Sheba, and * 


the ſweet Cane from a far Countrey ? (Jer. 6. 20.) 
| Your Burnt Offerings are not acceptable, nor your & acrifi ces 
ſweet unto me. (V. 20.) 
O Daughter of my People, lament and howl ; giid thee with 
Sack-cloth, and wallow thy ſelf in Aſhes. (C. 4. 8. c 6.26.) 
Make no tarrying to turn unto the Lord, and put not off 
from Day to Day. (Ecclus. 5. 7.) 
For ſuddenly ſhall the Math of the Lord come forth, and 
= rhe Hand of Juſtice ſeize the Impenitent. (V. 7 
In thy Security thou ſhalt be deſtroyed, and fer oi in the Day 
= of Vengeance. (V.y.) - 
Seel the Lord, therefore, while he may be fad, and call 
5 on him while he 5s near. (Iſa. 55. 6.) 
= If Iniquity be in thy hand. put it away, and ler not 2 c- 
= hedneſs dwell in thy Tabernacles. (Job 11. 14.) 
= Let the Sinner forfake his May, and the unrighteous Man 
bis Thoughts; the Adulterer his Luſt, and the Covetous Man 
his Exaction. (Iſa. 5 
Aud let them return unto the Lord, and he will FEAR mercy 
. bon them; and to our God, for he will abundantly pram: 
El For my Thoughts are not your Thoughts ; neither are your Ways 
iy Vas, faith the Lord. (V. 8. 
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hedly in thy fight. (Dan. 9. 5.) 


compaſſion upon the Back ſliding of thy People. (Mic. 7.19.) 


ſpall ſee the Light. (Pl. 33. 28.) 


ſer my Feet upon the Rock, and ordered my Goings. (Pl. 40. 20 
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HO' Sin 1s che Frailty of Men, yet Mercy is the Property 0 
of God. ES 

Tf thou wilt be extreme to mark, what is done amiſs, 0 Lord 
who can abide it? (Pl. 130. 3) . 5 
2 78 is Forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared "T6 


Mie have ſinned, and have committed Iniquir and dons wics 1 


O Lord ! To us belongeth Confuſion of Face, to our Kings, 5 
to our Princes, and to our Fathers. (V. 8.) 3 

But to thee, O Lord, our God, belong Mercies and Forgive- 
neſſes, tho we have rebelled againſt thee. - (V. 9.) 2 

For thou wilt turn agen to thine Inheritance, and wilt have 


Thou ſhalt ſubdue our Inquities, and wilt caſt all our Sins 
into the Depth of the Sea. (V. 19.) 


I waited patiently for the Lord, and he inclined unto me, 
aud heard my Calling. (Pf. 40. I.) 5 


He will deliver my Soul from going into the Pit, and my Life : ; 
He hath already brought me out of the Mire and Clay, and ; 


That which I ſee not, be will teach me; and if I have dene 
Iniquity, 1 will do no more. (Job 34. 32 N © 
My good Reſolutions are pleaſing to my Heavenly Fa- 
ther, and my Courage againſt Sin will oblige my Redeemer. 
The Almighty Arm will give me freth Atliftance, and 
the Hoſt of Angels hall eſpouſe my Quarrel. 1 
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FRAPEREL þ 


=) Lord, I beſeech thee mercifully to receive the Pray- 
ers of thy People which call upon thee ; and grant 
3&7. for 1/ Sun. that they may both perceive and know 
fer Eriba. what things they oughr to do, and alſo 
may have Grace and Power to fulfil the ſame, through 
ſelus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. | | 


PRATRE It 


3 Almighty and moft Merciful Farher, who dei not the 

Death of Sinner, but rather he ſhould turn from his 
Vickedneſs and live; have Compaſſion on the vileſt of thy 
Creatures, who is ſenſible of the Heinouſneſs of his Sins, 
and reſolv'd upon a better Courſe of Life. Be thou plea- 
ed, O Lord, to encourage thoſe good Motions, which thy 
Bleſſed Spirit hath excited in me, and to bring me to ſuch 
Za State of Righteouſneſs here, as through rhe Merits of thy 
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ME RENE CEE HERE OD HU IHE TE 
CHAP. V. 


Of God's Favour to a Penitent. 


ISA1AH-: 43:25. 
I, even I am he that blotteth out Tranſgreſſims for mine 
own ſake, and will not remember thy zins. 


MEDITATION. = 
HO! I have been an undutiful and rebellious Child 


to my Heavenly Father, and by Extravagance and 

Prodigality have waſted my Subſtance, and broke in | : 
upon my very Parrimony ; yet what ſhou!d hinder me from 
returning to his Family, and demeaning my ſelf with all = 
the Reſpect and Submiſſion which becomes a Reform'd RE 
Penitent 2 For Iknow that in; Father is concern'd at my 
Abſence, and has order'd his Servants to invite me home. 


He has pais'd an Ad of 2 for my former Oftences, 
and commanded a Day of Fubiles and Exultation at my 
Return. See, lee ! how his Houle is prepat'd for my En- 
tertainment, and il the Doors are thrown open to receive 
me: See how his Mercy compaſſionates my Misforrunes, FT 
and his Arms are ſtretcht cut to embrace me. When he be- 
holds the Floods of Fears running down my Checks, and — — 
from thence takes an Eſtimate of the Anguiſh and Diſquie- | 
tude of my Soul; his Bowels will yern, and his Heart re- 
lent; and he will take me into his Boſom with all the 
Tend erneſs and Caredſes of a Loving Father. 

O amazing Cendeſcention ! O unvarallei'd Inftance of 
3 Affection! Come, my penitent Soul, and let us rea- 
ſon a little concerning the Things which are hs to befal 


thee, Come, fix thy Medirarions upon this raviſhing Sub- 
12 0. 
18 


* v. Of God's Favour to a Penitent. 61 


F ect of Love, and rake a View of the ſeveral Steps and Ad- 


* vances of a Gracious God rowards a mg i Sinner. 


780 5 bear with thine Infirmities, rather than een thee immedi- 
EZ atciy to a ſevere Account for them. For he conſider'd thy 
= Frame, ind remembred that thou waſt but Duſt ; a Creature 
compos d of two different Principles, Body and Soul, and 
FX {> notable to arrive at the Perfection of an Angel, whilſt 
thou carrieſt about thee the Infirmities of Fleſh. 

When thine own Extravagancies had rendred thee ob- 


EZ noxiousto his Diſpleaſure, and thy preſumpruous Sins had 


what moving Strains of Oratory, has he us'd for the Amend. 
ment of thy L ite, and the Salvation of thy Soul? He has 
put the moſt candid and favourable Conſtruction upon thy 
Actions, when thou waſt in actual Rebellion againſt him, 
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Sin, and rhe Condemnation of Conſcience. He knows thy 
narural Propen ity towards Evil, and ſees alithe Wiles and 
Stratagems, which che great Adverſary of Souls makes uſe 
of to deceivethee. He knows the many Difficulties which 
belet the Strait Gate, and confiders the extream Hardſhip of 
walking inthe Narrow May: And for theſe and many other 
> Realons, be tenders thee the charitable Advice of his Mi- 
niſters, and the comfortable Inſtruction of his Hoh Verd. He 
„ daily affords thee freſh Opportunities of Reformation and 
y Amendment, and is willing ro cheriſh the leaſt Spark, and 
to heighten the ſmalleſt Symprom of Goodneis in thee. He 
eis ready at firſt to excite thy Hi to make good Reſolutions, 
Fand then to give the rhe Aſſiſtance of his Spirit to put 
them into Execution, If he lees thee at any time upon the 
Brink of Danger, and juſt plunging thy ſelf into che Bottom- 
Illes Pir, he is ſo far from Haſtning, that he does what is 
conſiſtert with his Wiſdom, to prevent thy Ruin; and in- 
3 ſtead of throwing rhee down the Precipice, he lends his 
> Handro pull thee up, when thon haſt thrown down thine 
oon ſelf. 
Now, if the Aimighty were ſuch a rigid and inexorable 
Being. as ſome melancholy and ſuperſtiticus Perſons repre- 
ſent him; who could account for the many gracious 8 
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caſt thee out of his Favour; what pathetical Intreaties, 


and hath wade thee the moſt inviting Overtures of Peace 
and Happineſs, even when thou waſt under the Prefiures of 
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8 The Devout Sul | Book 7 


ſals he has made, and the generous Treatment he has us 
to laps d Mankind 2 Nay, if he had paſs'd an irrevocab ; 1 
N | Sentence upon Ottenders, and left no place for deren en 17 
tho they had ſought it with unfeigned Sighs and Tears; it! 
ſtrange to me, that his Honovr and Veracity ſhould be 19 4 15 
often pawn'd to the contrary, and that every Page in du os 
Bible ſhould be fraught with the moſt aſtoniſhing Declan 1 
tions of his Mercy and Indulgence. . 7 
Methinks I hear the Divine Voice always ſounding | 1,8 
Ezck. 33. 11. My Ears, As I live, ſaith the BY God, I have ti)! 33 0 
Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, but that tl 
nicled turn from his Way, and live. | = 
Methinks I hear my loving Saviour addreſſing himſelf u " . 
the loſt Sheep of the Rouſe of Iſcael, and crying out to the 
unhappy Deſcendents of Adam, Come unto n: 


Mat. 11. 28, 5 
e all phat labour, and are heavy laden, and I wil 


give you Refs. O generous Invitation! O ee Call! 


Confider with thy ſelf, O Sinner, who it is that ſpeaks to thy 

Conſcience: Conſider the Dignity of that Perſon, who nov? 1 / 
vouchſafes ro wooe and courtthee to Kepentance: Conſider x \ 
the Reward which he propoſes to thy Obedience; and the / 
Engagements and Attractives which go along with it. Hef 1 1 
could, if he had pleas d, have ſpoken to thee in another ] 
manner, and have made thee an Example of his Vengeance, 7 
as well as an Inſtance of his Mercy. Bur he has choſen ra. 
ther to proceed with Meekneſs than Severity towards thee; 0 

and has try'd by the Abundance of his Goodneſs, to ſoſten th 


Nature, and by the Propolals of Happinels, to win thee o- 
ver to Repentance. Son, therefore, be of good cheer, for thy i} 
Faith in Foſus ſha!! ſave thee. Ariſe, and walk, O0 
thou dileaſed Sinner, for thy Sins be forgiven 
thee. Roule out of thy Supineneſs and Lethargy, and 
ſhake off the Chains and Ferters of Sin. Be obſequious 
and obedient to the Heavenly Voice, and follow the Guide and 
Director of thy Soul. Don't ſuffer Satan any longer to 
have the Dominion over thee, nor debaſe thy ſelf to rhe 
Drud gery of his Service: Bur challenge the Liberty of a 
Son of Ged, and an like a Diſciple of the Bleſſed Jeſus, 1 


Matt. 9. 2. 


And plenteous Mercies in Aflictions flow. 
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: * Tranſlation of Part of the 11th Chapter of Hosk, 


from Ver. 1. to Ver. 10. 


gl 7 Wied EN Irre! hung upon his Mother's Breaſt, 


to the tender Babe my Love expreſt: 


8 And as ” wanton Sons, in future times 


le, were Slaves in Ægypt for their Fathers Crimes, 

m l ſaw their Tasks, and heard their loud Complaint ats, 
19 Piry'd their Perſons, and reliev'd their Wants. 

b To Eph rim*s Race [ moſt indulgent prove, 

5 1 7 And give repeated Signs of conſtant Love. 

er Within my Arms J huſh the Infant's Head, 

be And teach by wary Steps his Feer to tread; 

Je, . And when che. feeble Limbs freſh Strength demand, 
er 1lend the ror'ring Babe my helpful Hand. 

ce, As Years increaſe, ſucceeding Favours, grow, 


5 So the kind Owner of the roilſome Plough, 


From Summer's Heart the labr'ring Ox unyoaks, 
And ſooths his galled Neck with gentle Strokes; 
Then throws ich Provender before the Beaſt, 

Or 'rempts, in Flow ry Meads his Limbs to reſt. 


When from the Banks of Nile, by Moſes's Hand 
I march'd my Choſen for the Promis'd Land; 
The Table on the barren Waſtè I ſpread, 
And rain'd from Heavy 'nly Scores the wondrous Bread, 


4 And with Angelie Food the Hungry fed. 


But ſtill th' ungrateful and Apoſtate Brood, 
({nclin'd to Miſchief, and averſe to Good 3 


By daring Crimes provoke my Majeſty, 
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And draw th' unn. pling Thunder from the Slty. 
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Tis true, to Egypt they ſhall ne'er return ; 
But under Syria's Yoke the Slaves ſhall groan: 
Thro' ev'ry City of old Jacob's Race, 
In woful Pomp the waſtful Sword mall paſs. 
The harmleſs Babe ſhall not eſcape its Rage, 
Nor hoary Heads be privileg d by Age. 
Proud Salem's Towrs by Pagan Flames ſhall burn, 
| And all her ſtately Piles to Aſhes turn. 


Whar have I ſaid? Th' Almighty Mercy cries: 
Stop, ſtop the Thunder which begins to riſe: 
Wirhin my Breaſt I feel Compaſſion move, 

And ali my Fury ſoftens into Love. 

My Bowels turn, my tender Heart repents, 7 
My Vengeance flackens, and my Soul relents. . 
Tho Sulphur glares upon Zeboim's Plains, . 
And endiels Wrath cer lufttul Sedom reigns ; wo 

No Balls of Fire ſhall on my Choſen come, 

Nor burning Admab's Flames be Epir'im's Doom: 8 
God as J am, ſo Godlike are my Deeds, . 1 
And gen'rous Mercy o'er my Acts preſides. 4 
Tho' angry Mortals may Revenge approve, 
A God ſhould pardon, and a Father love. 
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Raije the Lord, O my Soul, and all hat? is within me, pra 

his holy Name. CPE 10 3. "Ss : 
Praiſe the Lord, who 3 giveth all thy Sin, and 133 i= 
thine Infirmities. (V. 3 | 
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Mho ſaveth thy Life 8 Deſruction, and crowneth thee with © 

Mercy and Loving-kindneſs. (V. 4) at 
ho is a God like unto the Lord, that pardometh Tniquity, 

and paſſeth by th hi 2 Ar 
and paſſeth the Tranſgreſſim of his Heritage? (Mic. J. 18.) 8! 

The Lord 1 25 My Light, and my Salvation; whom then ſha all 10 

T fear ? The Lord is the Strength of my Life ; of whom then 


ſha ail Ihe afraid 2 (Yi; 25-1 Ss 1 
He is full of Compaſſion and Mercy; long. g-[uffering and o 
Seat G codnef. , 248 103. 855 7 5 
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n V. Of God's Favonr t0 4 Penitent. 6 5 
x Je hath not deal: with us after our Sins, nor rewarded us ac- 


4%; to our Wickedneſſes. „8. 
2 The Mountains ſhall depart, ws the Hills be removed; - the 


But God's Kindneſs ſhall not depart from us, neither ſhall the 
ovenant of his Peace be removed. (VAS) 
For lock how high the Heaven is in compariſon of the Earth: 
go great is his Mercy towards them that fear him. (P. 103. 11. ) 
Loo how wade alſo the Eaſt is from the Veſt ; ſo far hath he 
Met our Sins from us. (V. 12.) 
3 "op Yea, like as a Father pitieth his own Children, fo the Lord is 
Ws to them that fear him. (V. 13.) 
Hie knoweth whereof we are mae; ; he remembreth that we 


ere but Duſt. (V. 14.) 


+ Therefore will he not contend 13 ever, nei ther will he be at. 
nd angry. (Iſa. 57. 1 6. ) 
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Hus ſaith the High and Lofty One that. 1 Eternity ; - 
thus ſaith the God, whoſe Name 3s Holy, (Ifa. 37. 19 
* Tho' Tdwell in the high and lofty Place, yet do I converſe 
with him who is. of a contrite and humble Spirit. (V. 15) 
7 I revive the Heart of the Meek, and bind up the Wounds of 

gebe Aſflidted. (Ibid.) 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my People, ſaith our God: Speak ye 
comfortably to Jeruſalem. (C. 40. I. ) 

y unto her, that ber Warfare i is accompliſhed. Proclaim it 
in the Streets, that her Inquity is pardoned. (V. 2.) | 

For I will pardon thine Iniquities by the pure Suggeſti- 
% ons of my own infinite Goodneſs, and cancel thy evil Deeds 

0. my Son's Merits. 

Por there is no Comelineſs in ther, that I ſhould defire thee 
nor any good Qualifications or Propenlities Lo move my 
all: I Compaſſion. 
en But I have ſeen thy Ways, and will heal thee : Iwill lead thee 
alſo, and will reſtore Comforts unto thee. (C. 57. 18.) 
O, thou afflicted and toſſed with Tem peſts | ! Behold I will lay 
= ey Stones with fair Colours, and hy ne with 1 
. 10 C. 54. 11.) 
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Earth ſhall be diſſolved, and the Ocean dried up. (lf. 54. uw) 
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66 be De vont Soul. , 
Fear not; for thou ſhalt not beaſhamed-: neither be thou con. © 
founded; for thou. ſhalt not be put to ſhame. (V. 4.) "Mong 
For 4 "mall Moment have I forſaken thee; but with great i FT 1 
Mercies will 1 gather thee. (V. ). wy 
In alittle Wrath I hid my 4h from thee for a time; nl 
with ge g * will I have mercy with thee, ( V. 0 
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(GRANT, I beſeech rhee, Almighty God, that l. who 4 
D for my evil Deeds deſerve ro be puniſhed, by the 
 Glle& for att Comfort of thy Grace may mercifully be re. 
S#nd.in Lent, lieved, thro my Lord and Saviour Felus Chriſt, 3 
*. 5 


PR AT E R II. 


e and All-ſofficient God, whoſe Fatherly Com: | = 

paſſion extends to all thy Ofspri ing; look, T pray chee 
upon the ſinful State of Mankind, and bring thoſe into thi 
Way of Truth, who have erred and ſtrayed 3 from thy Command. 
ments. Be pleaſed likewiſe to enlarge the Borders of thy 
Church, and make Fews, Turks, and Infidels the Objects of 7 
thy Bounty: So that the Over-flowings, of thy Mercy, and“ 
the Merits of thy Son's Sufferings may prove effectual te. I 
wards the Salvation of the worſt of Sinners, Amen. | 
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The End of the FIRST BOOK; 18 
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Ol ſome Duties incumbent on a PENI TENT. 


CANT 1- 
Of Renouncing the World. 
i JOHN <=. 15. 


I 


MEDITATION. 


biration in this World; but am only in a State of 

Travel and Pilgrimage, and muſt expect to run my Race 
and end my Days as all my Fathers did before me, 

1 Now, what Imprudence is it for a Sojeurner to loĩter away 
his Time in a Foreign Country? Whar Madneſs, for a 

Stranger to be taken up with the Diverſions of the Road, or 
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Love not the World, neither the Things that are in the World, 


I truly ſenſible, chat I have no fix'd and ſerrl'd Ha- 
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68 The Devont Soul. Book 15 * 
the Accomodations of an Inn? What! Muſt ] nerf 1 
think of finiſhing my Courſe, and returning Home ? Sb 
I never be able to tranſact my Affairs, and take up my 1 7 
in my Native County? 
If the Veſſel lies at Anchor, the Crew may divert them 
ſelves on Shore for a time, and play on the Stra 
Epictetus. With Shells and Cockles: But theſe Amafem e 
are but momentary and accidental, and muſt not retard the- 1 
main Voyage, or juſtifie a Refuſal when the Maſter ſum- B 
mons the Mariners on Board. In like manner, we mul 
act with Deterence and Submiſſion to the Divine Wiſdom, #8 
1 the common Affairs of Life; and tho' an Ae 
Wife or an Hopeful! Heir, a Plenriful Eſtate, or an Honou. 
rabie Employment be our Portion; yer, if the Great G0. 
vernour of the World demands a Refignarion, we mult re. * 
cede from our Title, and quit our Pretences, without an | ; 
.Regrer or Murmuring. | 1 
Nay, the beſt way is to be early, and (as f it were) befor}? : 3 
hand in our TTEPATAtiOns 7 or Croſſes and Diſaſters ; and to 
be arm'd againſt a ſudden Alarm or Surprize, by looſening 
Our affections from the Thi nes of this World, and throw-* 
ing off thoſe Clogs and Incumbrances which would falten A 
us to Earth. = "0 
St. Paul tells us, that ere we have no continuing City; ; bull 72 
we ſeek one to come; namely, a City in mm 
Land of Promiſe, wh Foundations are fixt W 
NR yy ers and whoſe Builder and Maker 1 cd 
Our Saviour himſelf has made the Purchace, 
and we are travelling to take Peſſefſion. The Manfion is 
prepared for our Recept! ion, and the bleſſed Inhabitants fi 


Heb. 13. 14. 


rhe Place expect our Arrival: The Virtues we exerciſe in I, 
the Road, will qualifie us "for Admiſſion, and all ou! oF 
Friends and Acquainrance will come forth.to meet us. Ne. 

Why ren ſhou'd e Ilinger away my time upon Earth, and fe 
defer the neceſſary Preparations for my long Journey? Wa 0 5 
has this World to court my Affections, or bribe my Stay?“ . 
It the Plea of an Epicure, or a Senſualiſt be urged in favou 1, 


of Earth!y Enjoyments, it can have no manner of eig! a 
with a Chriſitan , neither have I the leaſt reaſon to be in-“? 
fluenc'd or determin d by it: For I perceive the Purchace 
of ſuch Enjoyments to be dear, and the Poſſeſſion uncer . 
tain; the Title is doubtfuh, ard the Hold precarious; 
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Heir Nature is fickle, and their Flight may be ſpeedy, The 
Fare of Getting, and the Fear of Loſing any worldly 
Poods; the Torment of keeping what is got, and the 
Panger of diſpoſing of it at our Deceaſe, is always upper- 
Moſt in my Thoughts, and palls and embitters the Com- 
Forts of my Life. 8 

# Bur beſides all this, there is a conftant Supply of 
Diſaſters, pouring in their freſh Forces upon me; a ſucceſ- 
be Variety of unhappy Ditappointments crouding upon 
Ihe Back, and treading upon the Heels of one another: 
policy and Wir are not able to make head againſt them; 
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1 either can Strength or Grandeur divert the Storm. The 
5 . | . 9 | 
3 Zmoſt deep-laid Stratagems may be countermin d, and the 


màmmoſt ſubtle Deſigns are ſubject to Milcarriage : The wiſeſt 
Attempts may prove abortive, and the moſt daring Enter- 
Prizes be foil'd or fruſtrated. 

But ſuppoſing Fortune ſhould always ſmile, and rhe Iſſue 
pf my Undertakings ſhould happen to be proſperous; yer 


. the ſhort Space of Time, which is allotted me to enjoy the 
M ruits of my Labour, is enough to cool the Imperuonineſs of 
u. ny Deſires, and to blunt the Edge of my keeneſt Palſions. 
en For why ſhould J be ſollicitous about thoſe Things, which 


muſt either ſpeedily leave, or be ſpeedily left by The Un- 
certainty of my own, as well as their Duration, ſhould teach 
me ro wean and abſtract my Thoughts from the Purſuit af- 
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ter them, and raiſe my Aﬀections to ſomething that is Jaſt- 
ing and ſubſtantial; ſomething that may fill and farisfie my 
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capacious Delire, and be commenſurate ro all the Powers 
ee and Faculties of my immortal Soul. = 
I may, perhaps, propoſe a mighty Happineſs ro my ſelf 
from ſuch a Pitch of Grandeur or Preferment; from ſuch 
an Addition ro my Patrimony, or {uch an Flonourable Fea- 


u ther in my Cap: I may be fond of being a Retainer to a 
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1:4 Court, or a Favorite of a Great Man; and may pride my 
12 2 ſeif with the Reverfion of a plentiful Eſtate, or the Pro- 
"9 ſpect of an advantageous Match for my Child: Bur all 
1" theſe things are the moſt entertaining and attractive, whit 


41f ER | — "x 2 5 1 
u they are feen thro a falſe and flattering Glaſs. Diſtance, per- 
zur haps, may add to their Value, and Expetation may ſwell 
and putt up a Carnal Mind ; but the nearer they approach, 
* rh . _ [ | Hair * 1 ect! 5 1 he j 22 4* 
the more viſible are their Imperfections; and the longer 
they are enjoy d, the more diſcernible is the Impoſture. 
lj F 3 | When 
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1 Cor. 7. 


1 Tho'rrembling Limbs, and a diſorder'd Mind, 


— 


* 


When I would indulge my Apperites, and give a loten 
my Soul, I am generally cramp'd in my Defigns, or curbd PF 
in my wanton Flights: When I fanſie Happineſs to be 
within my reach, and my Arms graſp eagerly for the Em. 
brace ; how miſerably am | balk'd in my Expectation, or 
lurch'd in the Fruition of it? For eicher my Defires are 
not ſarisfy'd, or my Appetite is ſurfeited; ſo that | am dif. 
quiered for the want of ſome abſent Good, or clay'd with rhe 6 
Enjoyment of what is preſent, © I fanſie my ſelf like a» 4 
« Man in a dangerous Sea; one while caſt panting upon a 

Rock, and another while ſwallow'd up in a 
veneezs „ Whirl-pool : For I am ſtill either tormented with 
„too little, or oppreſs'd with too much; and equally mi 
« ſerable by being either deſerted or overwhelm'd. 1 


Hear then, my Soul, the Concluſion of the whole matter, and 
be abſolutely determin'd by the Scripture-Decifion of this 
important Point. The time is ſhort, and the Faſhion of tb 
World paſſeth way: It remaineth therefore that we enjoy te % 
good Things of it with a Religious Negligence, and beat 
the evil Things with a Chriſtian Patience: That both the, 
| that have Mives, be as though they had none; and 
29, 30, 31. Fh:y that weep, as though they wept not; and they. 


that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not: and the) 


that buy, as though they poſſeſſed not; and they that uſe this * 


World, as not abuſing it. 


PO -B, * 


to the End. 


FHO Pain encreaſes, and my Years decline; 


A Tranſlation of Part of the 4gth Pſalm, from Ver. 5. 


Are ſure Preſages of th' Approach of Death; | 
I ſcorn the Thrant's Looks, nor dread to quir my Breath, 5 
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The Rich and Noble fix their greedy Hold 
In Mines of Silver, and in Heaps of Gold: 
Bur Cold and Silver can no Ranſom give; 
Nor Captive Friends from angry Fate reliere: 
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.I. Of Renouncing the World. 71 
o 9/itt'ring Oar, the ſinking Soul can ſave, 

' r ſnatch the Body from the deſtin d Grave. 

The King and Peaſant meer one common Doom; 
The miſe and Fooliſh mingle in the Urn, 


Ind leave their Treaſure to they know not whom. 
Pet vain Deluſions ſwell our haughiy Breaſt, 
Ind Pride and Avarice theſe Thoughts ſuggeſt : 


The Manſion Houſe for ever ſhall remain, 

* And large Demeſns their Owner's Name ret iin. 

Z* The neighb'ring Villa's ſhall my Worth proclaim, 
E ik © And Jate Poſterity revere my Fame. | 

% My diſtant Offpring ſhall my Wealth admire, 
£ And wear the Titles of their ancient ire. 


hbeſe are the empty Bluſters of the Great ; 
And yer their Children hug the wild Deceit: 
Þ . Ages the proud Claim rene, 

And ſtrutting Heirs their Fathers Steps purſue: 
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„ But Fate at length concludes the Pageantry, 
And mix d with Brutes, your Men of Honour dy: 
From Pomp and Splendor they are rudely ſnarch d, 
y And to th infernal Shades, like Sheep, diſparch dz 
Pere o'er the Damn d, the Griſly Fiends prefide, 


And with inceſſant Pain rorment rheir Pride. 
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But Righteous Men enjoy a milder Fate; 
Around hoſe Bed th" officious Seraphs wair; 
And in their Arms departing Souls convey 

- = To the bright Regions of Eternal Day. 


. Then be not envious at ha Courtiers Pow's, | 4 
Nor look repining on the Miſer's Store. 3 5 
Tho Fortunes (well, and Families may riſe, | = 
Death with an equal Hand ſhall ſhare the Prize: 
„Beyond the Grave no Title can deſcend ; 
What's gain'd on Earth, rule have on Earch an End: 
There's no Conveyance to another State; 
No Patent that the Rich ſhould {till be Great. 
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72 
Ver worthy Deeds ſhall ſtand upon Record, 

And virtuous Actions meer their due Reward. 
The pious Sons ſhall, after their Deceaſe, 

Reign with their Anceſtors in endleſs Peace: 
Whllſt ſtately Morrals ſhall, like Brutes, decline, 
Unpity'd dye, and leave cheir Pomp behind. 


HYMN I. 


(xs Travel is created for every Man, and an heavy Like 6 
upon the Sons of Adam: (Ecclus. 40. 1.) 


From the Day that they go out of their Mother's Womb, 
the Day that they return to the Mother of all things. V. x; | 
Their Imagination of things to come, and the Day of Death, | 
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trouble their Thoughts, and cauſe Fear of Heart. (V. 2.) f 8 
From him that ſitteth on a Throne of Glory, unto him that 1 I | 


humbled in Earth and Aſhes; (V.3.) 


From him that weareth Purple and a Crown, unto bim thet For 


i clothed in a Linen-Frock: (V. 4.) 


Wrath and Envy, Trouble and Unquietneſs, the of Death, 
and Anger, and Strife, ſeize upon every Mortal. (J. 5.) 


And in the time of Reſt upon his Bed, his Night-ſleep diſcom- | 1 


poſes his Thoughts, and changes his Knowledge. (ibid.) 


Alittle or nothing is his Reſt, and afterwards he is in hs Sleep, 


as in a Day of keeping Watch; (V. 6.) 


Frighted with Dreams, and - troubled in the V; ſions of hi 5 


Heart, as if he were eſcaped out of Battel. (bid. ) 


Now, what ſhould be rhe occafion of all thoſe Diſaſters ; b 2 
and why ſhould the Almighty thus grieve the Children of ES 


Men 2 


Alas! "Twas Man ſeught Death in the Error of his Life, aud 
pulled down upon bymiſelf Deſtruttion, with the 1 orb of bis own 
Hand (Wild: 1. 12.) 


Men Adam tranſgreſſed God's Statutes, then was decreed 
what is now done. (2 Eſd. 7. 11,) 


Then were the Entrances of this World made narrow, full of Þ 


Sorrow and Travel: They are but few and roll, Th of Persl:, 
and very painful. 1 12 4 
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per the Entrances of the elder World were wide and ſure, and 
rought immortal Fruit. 15 13.) 

| Tf then they that live, labour not to enter theſe ſtrait and nar- 
© ow things, they can never receive thoſe that are laid up for 
8 1 bem. (VI 14.) 

Now therefore why Aſhuieteſt thou thy ſelf, feeing thou art 
'F put a corruptible Man? And why art thou moved, whereas thou 
ert but mortal? (V. 14.) 

4. My haſt thou not conſidered in thy Mind the thing that is 
"2 3 0 come, rather than that which is preſent? 6 V. 16.) 


HYMN II. 


0 E to them that are at eaſe in Zion, and truſt i in the 


5 Mountain of Samaria; (Amos 6.1.) 
| That put far away the evil Day, and cauſe the Seat of Vio- 
ö | lence to come near; 3 


. ny WY 

} KB That ſtretch themſelves upon their Couches, and eat the Lambs 

F > out of the Flock, and the Calves out of the midſt of the Stall ; 
V4) 

5 5 Þ That chant to the count of the Viol, and invent to themſelves 
Inſtruments of Muſt ck like David; (V. 5.) 

| That drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint themſelves with the 

© chief Ointments. (V. 6.) 

| I Therefore now ſhall they go Captive with the firſt that go 

EE Captive ; and the Pangquet of them that iretched themſelves, 

1 ſoal be net (V. 7.) | 

For God abhors your Excellency, and hates your Palaces ; ; he 

b will bring down your Glory, and puniſh your WWantonneſs. 

Iv. 8.) 

Por Man was never created to be a Slave to his Appe- 

ites; nor was this World defign'd for Muſic and Feaſting. 

I zne Joy of a Chriſtian is the Peace of his Conſcience; and 

his greateſt Happineſs is the Favour of his God. 

For he bas reſpect unto the Recompence ot the brighreſt Re- 
ward; ana runs for a Prize of an ineſtimable Value. (Heb. 
16. 26.) | 

Give him bur a Proſpect of this Reverſionary Crown, and 


be will leave Eærthh Diadems and Scepters to groveli 8 
ST Minds 
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which Honour has ſtrew'd in his Way. 


ſtinguiſn me by the Marks of thy Fatherly Goodneſs, as t P 


Saviour, Amen, 


He will break thro' the Snares, with which Wanton. 
neſs would entice him, and trample upon the Garland; 


" Chooſing rather to ſuffer Affliction with the People of God, than 
to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon ; (Heb. wg. 25.) 7 
And eſteeming the Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches than tie: 
Mines of India, or the Treaſures of Egypt. (V. 26.) _ 
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P RAT E R I. E | 
Thou moſt Wiſe and Provident God, who haſt com. 1 F: 


manded me to be careful for nothing, but to caſt all 1) 


Care upon thee ; I beſeech thee to inſpire my Soul with ſuch © 7 


a Religious Contempt of the Vanities of this World, and 
all the counterfeit Enjoyments of Luxury and Pleafure; 
that my Thoughts and Affections may be there fixed where 
true Joys are only to be found, thro' the Bounty and Bene- 7 
cence of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, Amen, 2 


RATE R II. 


S God, who haſt reſerved for thy Servants the Comple- 7 

tion of their Happineſs in another World, and doſt of- 
rentimes ſuffer their Enemies to have the ſuperfluous En- 
joyments of this; Be pleaſed at preſent only ſo far to di- 


feed me with Food convenient for me, and to furniſh me wih 
all neceſſary Supports for this mortal Life: Bur afrerwards | * 
crown me with the Overflowings of thy Bounty, and inveſt _ 
me with the Inheritance of a Son in the Kingdom of m) A 


CHAP. 
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5 CHAP. II. 
, Avoiding Company. 


32 


J E R. 9. 2. 
Men, that I might leave my Perple, and go from them. 


MED1-T-A T1 N. 

7 HEN I conſider, thar I was deſign'd by Na- 
| rure for a ſociable Creature, and am endow'd 
- with ſo many Noble Gifts and Graces to qua- 
life me for that end; I am wiiling to be as conlpicuous 
| and exemplary as I can, and to let my Light ſo Mas. 
& | ſpine before Men, that they may ſee my good Works, 
and glorifie my Father which is in Heaven. 


£731 


. A pany, I preſently reply ro my ſelf, Can I never glorifie God, 


48 ef Men, unleſs I am placed as a Cty on a Hill? Or do J vo- 
b 4 luntarily extinguiſh y Light, or put it under a Buſhel, be- 


IJ | upon the Houſe-top 3 Charity in all Senſes, begins at home, 
and common Prudence obliges me to ſecure my ſelf, before 
I preſume to aſſiſt another. „ 

I know my preſent Condition to be liable to Miſtakes 
and Errors; and I ſuſpect my Virtue nor ſtrong enough ro 
de pur upon bold and hazardous Trials: Why then ſhould 

I ſtand in the Way of Danger, and play upon the Brink of 

p. 3 Precipice ? The Sollicitations and Inricements of Com- 

© pany are prevalent and numerous; and if my Soul can't 

2 withſtand the Violence of Cuſtom, and oppoſe the . 

_ rs Navie 


! that I had in the Wilderneſs a Lodging place of way-faring 


5. 16 


But when [ ſee the Inconveniencies of too much Com- 


unleſs I thruſt my ſelf into a Crowd ? Can I never be ſeen 


cauſe I don't expoſe it to the World, or hang it blazing 


1 
* 4 
; 

0 
A 
1 ad 
v.44 
2 
* 
11 
45 1 
. 7 
1 
— 
. 


ES Ki ns 
Sr 2 


2 
— a 
oe Fo * 1 
* 
2 4% - = 


. 2 : 
1 


8 I 


n 
2 


2 


* rr 7 21 r 

oF * = > 2 

3 D * - 1 
DEL are a I N 


7 
5 
-, 
i 
A 


— 


— m UII Eg En. IP ge ers 
— = — vention, — — RR — 


— 


— 


| 


a 
+ 
1 
6 
iT 
| 
4 


the mo 


from a Concoule of People? Is there any Profit in Shou, P 
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nable Sins of the Age, ſhe is no more to be blam'd for re. 
tiring from them, than that General is to be accus'd if 7 
Cowardice, who makes a prudent Retreat, when he wanuf 3 
a ſufficient Force to confront the Enemy, "pc 
I muſt confeſs, that for a Man to be excluded from al "RM 
Society and Entercourſe with any ſort of Beings in the 1 0 
World, muſt render his Condition dejected and melancho. - 
ly : Bur the Retirement which I could with tor, ſhould be | e 
to ſequeſter my Soul from the Noile and Hurry of But. 
nels ; the Diſtraction of Cares, and the Incumbrances of . 
the World ; the Follies and Vanities of ali ſenſual De. aÞ 
lights, and the ill Influence and C ontagion of a bad M ; 
ample. I would be free from all impertinent, inquiſitive, 


ungrateful, and abuſive Fellows; and keep at a ian 


from the Rich and the Great, from the yourhtul aud 9 


Part of Mankind. I would not be terrify'd by Knaves, "= 


haunted by Fools: I would nor hear the proud Deſcants of ® 
a dogmatizing Philoſopher, or be doom'd to the Nate 
and Barbarity of an illiterate Peaſane. 

In this private and ſolitary State I would paſs my time 
in Peace and Innocence, and eſtabliſh a Ci 
between my God and my Conſcience. I would furniſh m 1 * 
Underſtandin g With a noble Stock of Idea's, and draw them| : 4 
out for my Entertainment as ſhould ſee Occaſion. [ would 7 8 


ſeriouſly conſider the Works of Nature and Providence, and 


improve my Soul by Reading and Meditation I would ba- 1 
niſh all angry Diſputes, and nice Speculations from my Mind, A! 
and peruſe ſuch Boo only, as thould make me wiſe unto 5 
Salvation. 4 6 
The greateſt Men which this Earth can boaſt of, and f 
f Renown'd both for Learning and Piety, have al-| . 
ways wiſh'd and ſcught for a Retird Life. The moſt Ce- 4 
lebrared Emperors of Antiquity have covered the Repoie Ft 


of a Cloyſter ; and after they have been ſurfeired with 

State and Grandeur, have willingly diſcarded the Pomp of | = 
Victories and Triumphs, that they might enjoy {ome con- 25 1 
venient Space between Fighting and Dying. 5 . 


And now, what Delight canſt thou take, O my Soul! in 
the Hurry of Byfineſs? What ſatisfaction canſt thou reap | 1 


or Harmony in Noiſe? Is there any: thing entertaining T 
in the Impertinencies of Viſitants; or any Pleaſure in e. 
my 


II. Of Avoiding Company. yg 
$ pig ſeen, or talk'd of by Men? Alas! A Brute, a Monſter, or 
Any odd Piece of the Creation, ſhall be gaz'd upon, or 
_ hv at, as well as thou art; and perhaps there may be 
s many Excellencies in the Ore, as the Other. 
ut thou may'ſt urge farther, That thou art deſirous of 
Edification and Improvement, and upon this ſcore doſt apply 
= by ſelf to Company. 
A Bleſſed Method of Edification and Improvement in- 


*ZBeed! For a Man to be introduc'd into a Knot of Compa- 
ions, where One ſhall entertain him with a Romantic Hi- 


ory of his Bravadoes and Achievements; Another, with exe- 


1 : 1 rable Oath; and Blaſphemies 3 and a Third, with a naſty 
Repetition of his Intrigues and Amours * So that all the Sa- 
isfaction thou art likely to reap from this Society, is, to 
MW 1 ear Truth violated, and thy God affronted; and to have: thy 
yt unruly Imaginations heightned, and thy exorbitant Paſſions 


4 tranſported, by a lively Repreſentation of Acts of Debau- 
cher 
| Bu thou mayſt pretend again, That thou haſt recourſe 
. : o Company, to procure Friends, to expel Cares, or paſs away 
2 6 vacant Hours in Mirth and Folly. 
But is Time ſuch a Burthen, that it cannot be born, un- 
i Bleſs Sin be call'd in for a Diverſion > Or, have we ſuch a 
* Number of Days, that a great part of them muſt be ſpent 
in idle Talk, in vain and impertinent Viſits, and in ſeeing 
and hearing other Men's Vices ? Is the Weight of thy Care 
lisbined, or the Guilt of thy Conſcience ar all diminiſhid, 
5 | by riſmg up early to follow ſtrong Drink, and con- 
g tinuing till N wy I till Mine inflames thee? In- 
ſtead of baniſhing thy Trouble, and drowning thy Sorrows 
in thy Bottle, thou doſt but wer and manure the Soil, ro 
make it bring forth a more plentiful Crop of Diſaſters for 
| bo future. Every Debauch is an Addition to thy Guulr 
and every time thou comeſt into bad Company, thou mayſt 
commit ſome new Extravagancy to repent of. The De- 
A fire of being thought a Mt, may take off the Watch from 
= the Door of thy Lips, and the Fumes of Wine berray thee 
into laviſh and licentious Talking, The Virulence of rhy 
Tongue may blaſt thy Neighbour's Reputation; and the 


Honour of a profane Jeſt cauſe thee to be lawcy with thy 
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Actions of Mankind, the more reaſon I have to repent 1 Po 


| nance of a ſweet familiar Friend. 


turning of Families, apd the Ruin of Kingdoms, but 
WA the ſecrer Contrivances of pretended Friends? Was | 


zn his Boſom, and was fed by his Miracles, ft up his Heel“ 


and accompliſh'd by the Help of a kind and endearing 
Salutation? Y 


Puniſhment ro be excluded from the Face of Mankind, and 3 


confin'd the reſt of my Days to a Cloyſter. For by this | J 
means | ſhould be free from the Tricks and Straragems of, 
Falſe Friends ; wy Mind would be calm and ſedate; my) I 
Paſſions no longer afloat, nor my Ambition tranſported b7 
the Careſſes and Flatteries of deſigning Men: 1 thould E 
contemn this vexatious World, and bid adieu to its vainn 
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The laſt Plea which is urged in behalf of Company and * 
Converſation, is, the Opportunity it gives a Man of un. 8s 
ſoming | bis Soul, and repoſing his Confidence in a Friend; of 1 1 4 
impatting his Joys, and depoſiting his Griefs in another 7 
Breaſt. 

But there is ſo mik Craft and Deſign, ſo much Treache. 
ry and Perfidiouſneſs in the World, that Ialmoſt deſpair af 
folk 004k finding out a true Friend, a Nathanael indeed, in 

7 whom there is no Guile. The more [ look into the 


that open and generous Freedom J have us d with them: 
For moſt of the Detriment which I have ſuffer'd in my ; 
private Concerns, is nor ſo much owing to an Open Enem, 
as to ſome Falſe Companion, to ſome crafty Perſon wo 
has pur on the Mask of Love, and aſſum'd the Counte.. 


Whence come Aſſaſſinations and Murders, the Oer! 
not Sennacherib ſtabb'd by his own Sens, and 


our Bleſſed Saviour betray'd by one of his o. Gu 
Domeſtic Servants 2 Did not the perfidious Villain, who h 


. 
*. : 
3 
Sts 
s 
3 


againſt the Hand that fed him? And was not all this Diilimu- Þ 
lation carried on under the Shew and Covert of Friendſhip, Þ* 


= 
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If theſe are the Advantages of Company, and the beſt | 
Arguments that can be urg'd for Society, I thould think it no 4 


and childiſh Fooleries; and my Soul would be at leiſure * 
for higher Contemplation, and conſtant!y attend upon her | 
God in all the important dunn of her Duty. 5 


Sond Bn. 


O avoiding Company. 


v O E AM. 


I. 

Bleſt Retreat 4 1 Tranſporting Solitude ! 

The Rev'rend Manſion of the Good! 
Where Heav'n'y Thoughts my Soul inſpire; 
Where all without me 1s ſerene, 
1 And all as calm within; 
'Z From whence all Vice and Impudence retire: 
For Vice and Impudence can't live alone; 
8 They're born and nurſt up in a Throng; 
- And ſtill purſue the crowded Town, 
Io Palaces and Cities ſtill reſort, 
- . nd pay attendance at the fawning Court, 


II. 
O Bleſt Retreat! The pious Reſidence 


| Of Virtue, Peace, and Innocence! 
Where calm Humility has fix d her Reſt, 
Free from the Ravage of inſulting Pride; : 
. 1 Where Plenty builds her Halcyon Neſt, 
Wbere gentle Zeph'rus, on his breathing Wings; 
„ The Balmy Sweets of Spicy Odors, brings, 
And harmleſs Pleaſures in their Silver en glide. 


III. 


O Bleſt Retreat! Tranſ6oning Solztude ! 
The Revrend Manſion of rhe Good! 
© The filetit Paths lead to the Realms of Bliſs, 
; And thy ſweet Garden is 
a7 The Emblem of our former Paradiſe. 
| Thy purling Streams, and Chryſtal Floods ; 
Thy humble Vales, and lofty Woods; 
Thy Flow'ry Meads, and Shady Groves, 
e Proſpects, which my raviſh'd Fancy loves, 
Bleſt Solitude ! How eaſie could I be, 
Had I the Happineſs to ſpend 
The Remnant of my Days with Thee? 
Could I enjoy no other Friend, 
But my own Soul's Seraphic Company? 
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IV. 
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IV. 


'Tis here th' immortal Poets have their Seat, 
And on the Muſes Inſpiration wait. 
The Muſe, for Charity renown'd, 

Scar'd by the Noiſes of a wanton Town; 
Has choſen here her innocent Retreat. 

Here ſhe exerts her Heav'nly Fire, 

And ſets her Numbers to her Lyre. 
| Here warbling Birds and merry Swains 
Join in the Conſort, and repeat her Strains; 

And their melodious Accents fill 
| Each ſilènt Grove and liſt'ning Hill, 
Unril applauding Eccho all around, 
Back to the Muſe s Ears returns the pleaſing Sound: 


3 a 


V. 


rie thou, Blef: Solitude ! excirſt my Lays, 

And recommend'ft my Maker's Praile : 

For when 1 fix my wandring Eye 

On Nature's ſweet Variety ; 13 2 

When er'ry Herb, and ev'ry Plant 

Produce a lively Argument 

Of their All- wiſe Creator's Pow'r ; 
How does the beauteous Scene my Soul e 
And wing my Fancy with uncommon Fire ? 7 
And hen, O Heav'ns! How my tranſported Tongue 
In loft) Numbers vents her grateful Song? 


VI. 
5 Let Fops, who wou'd be ſeen by all, 
Frequent the Park, the Play-houſe, and the Mall. 
Ler cringing Fools purſue rhe Grear, 
And ler their hungry Expectations wait 
Upon the Smiles and Nods of Kpaves they hate; 
Let Lawyers flutter at the Noifie Bar, 

And bawl for Fees ar Weſtminſter : 

My humble Soul wou'd be retir'd; 

Envy'd by none, by none admir'd, 
She'd paſs her Youthful Vigour quietly, 
Wrapt in the Baſom of Obſcurity z 


8 - 
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| JR Of avoiding Company. 81 
3 . And then go gently off the Stage, 
B fore ſhe mo: the Miſeries of Age. 


HT M N. J. 


Y Son, if Sinners entice thee, conſent thou not. (Prov. 
1. 190. 

== If they 71 come with us, let us lay wait for Blood; let us 

L '$ privily for the Innocent without Cauſe ; (V. II. ) 

ler us ſwallow them up alive as the Grave, and whole, as thoſe 

| hat $0 down into the Pit; (V. 12.) 

5 Me ſhall find all precious Subſtance, we ſhall fill our Houſes 

5A " Spoil; (V. 13 93 | 

: _ Come, caſt i in thy Lot among ft us ; let us have all one Purſe 3 
14. | | 

s My Fon, walk not thou in the May with them; 998 ain thy 

Z 2 Foot from their Path. (V.15:3 

35 Their Feet run to Evil, and they make hejle to ſhed innocent 

Wy (Ia. 59. 7.) 

I They forſake the Guide of their Youth, and forget the Covenant 

of thezr God. (Prov. 2.17) 

EZ Their Theughts are Thoughts of Iniquity : Waſting and De- 

7 ruction are in their Paths (Ila. 59.7.) 

2 0! ſhut not up my Soul with Sinners, nor my Life with th, 'e 
mn thirſty : (Pl. 26.9.) 

In whoſe Hands is Wickeaneſs, and their right Hand i x full of 

5 Gi: (V. 10. 

For I have not dwelt with vain 1 neither will T have. 

I B-llomſhip with the Ungodly. (V. 4.) 

I have hated the Conpregation of the Wicked, and will not 

ft among the Profane. (V. 5.) 

Iwill waſh my Hands in Innocency, O toad 404 f /o will J 0 

iv thine Altar. (V. 6.) 
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The Devout Soul. 


Tt heed every one f his Neighbour, and ruſt not in -f 1 | 
Brother. (Jer. 9. ke” 
For tho a Friend ſhould 15 at all times, aid a Brother i 1 
born for Adverſity: (Prov. 17. 17.) | 
Tiet we ſee, every Brother will utterly ſupplant, and ev 
Friend will walk with Slanders. (Jer. 9 4.) 4 
For they will deceive every one his Neighbour, ind will mi . 
ſpeak the Truth (V. 5.) | = 
They have taught their Tongue to ſpeak, Lies, and wean 


themſelves to commit Iniquity (V. 9) 1 | 
Tho one ſpeaketh peaceably to another with his Mouth; : xl = 
| in his Heart he layeth wait. (V8) — ; 
\ The Words of his Month may be fofter than Butter, and 1 8 
I Tongue ſmoother than Oil: (Pf. 55.2.) 1 7 
| But the Poiſon of Aſps j under hi Lips, and hn Feet of 1 5 
1 ready to ſhed Blood. (PI. 14. 5,6. „ 
. O my Soul, thy Habitation is in the midſt of Deceit, and 11 

0 Companions are the unrighteous Brood of Thieves and Dan 

. (Jer. 9. 6.) - 
l Fear, and the Pit, and the Snare are upon thee ; Dea: h Mo 3 

L Deſtruction are gaping for thee, (if 24 17.) 2 ger 
The treachertus Dealers have dealt treacherouſiy; yea, 4 
| treccherous Dealers have dealt very treacherouſly. (V. 16.) * 
Thy Brethren are removed far from thee, and thine Age ba 
l ance are verily eſtranged 0b 19 13 1 "I 
Il Thy Kin-«fclhs have failed and thy Families Friends have i 

F gotten thee. V. 14.) — 
= Thy Friend, have 0 deceitfully as a Drook, and as a e 2 4 
{| of Brooks e Pj away, (C. 6. 13.) | 

| M Which are blackiſh by recon of the Ice, and wherein the Sl 
. # hid. (V. 16.) OF 

5 What time they wax warm, they vaniſh : When it # l, 

«| they are conſumed cut of their Place. . 5 

j 
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INI. 


Implore thy Divine Goodneſs, O Bleſſed Lord, not to 
ufer the Cares and Buſineſs of this World, to inter- 
pt the Courſe of my Meditations; nor to debar my Soul 
her Converſation with Thee, her God. Experience has 
pnvinc'd me of the Danger of Company, and my Sins call 
pon me to examine and recollect my Actions. O! ſpare 
We 4 little before I go hence, and be no more ſeen; and let the 
leſidue of my Days be employ'd in Spiritual Exerciſes. 
Met my Companions upon Earth, be ſuch as know and keep thy 
eu; and join me hereafter to the Spirits of juſt Men made 
red; and admit my Soul to the Society of Saints and 


I gels. Amen, 
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FI d Almighty Lord, who by the Example of the Baptiſt in 
"= the 1W/ilderneſs, and thy Eternal Son's frequent Retire- 
ent into Solitary Places, haſt inſtructed the World, how 
"= pedient is it for the Children of Men to be ſometimes 
"Wore; Grant, I beſeech thee, that my beloved Retirement 
a gay not give the leaſt Encouragement to the Temptations 
che Devil; but that being freed from all melancholy 
fa d diſtracting Thoughts, | may ſerve Thee, the God of all 

@»ſolation and Love, with Chearfulneſs of Spirit, and Sin- 
, kkrity of Heart, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, Amen. 


of * 
I 
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CHAP. 


SGH Ar. II. 


SGN 93.29: b 
I keep under my Body, and bring it into ſubjection ----- ; 


MEDITATION. 


| HOU. arr: full of Bitterneſs and Complaining, On . 
| | Soul! and Per p 'ervally overwhelmed with Remote £ 5 
and Dilquietude and, if I judge artyhr COnCert EY 
ing the Caules of thy b: (alters, they are all origi: al K, 
owing to thy unhappy Union wir h the Body, For by WE 
= means thy Noble Powers and Faculties are curb'd, and I. 
j their Divine Energy and Operations are reſtrain' 4 :I 


|| Longings and Defires grow faint and languid, and i 
Warm th of thy Spiritual Exerciſes is cool'd and damp. 
| Ir is imp on le for thee, (till this Corporeal Union be di 
| {olv'd) ro ger gently free from thy melancholy JIncunW 
. brances, end to extricate chy (elf from thy 5 Diff; 
1 ties: Bui thou may'ſt, in ſme droree, leſſen them, WM 
| having a watchful Eye upon the _ bens of thy Compal 5 
on, and cutting the Þ Pod y ſhort in all her unreal ſonable De; 
[ mands and Pretenſions. Kee: 55 Hs the ſtrict Cf; 
ä finement of Virve and Religion, and inure her to the ll 
i= vere Di cipline pr Patong and abſtinence - and then 110 


wilt withdraw the Fewe ro. n her Luſt, and bring dong 
all her fleek Po! Np. and Gatery, If chou would'ſt rake tk 
Town, thou mi It ft arve the Garriſon; and the Way ther 
to, is to cut off all Communication from without, and ns 
hinder the Body from being ſupply'd by the Enemies of tit . 
Spirit. It is in vain to propoſe any gentle and modern N | 


Mol 


WM cchods ; or to think that Soorhing and Indulgence will 
accilitate thy Deſigns. Theſe do bur fluſh Nature, and ba- 
Wiſh Grace; encourage Luſts and propagate Licentioul- 
meſs : For that which pampers the Body, and gradifies the 
IA pperite, is perfect Poiſon and Deſtruction to the Spirit. 
Bur That, and Thar only, O my Sou! ! which reſtrains Ex- 
ceſſes, and moderates the Uſe of delicious Fare, will give 
mew Life and Vigour to our Pretences, and reftore thee to 
the Exerciſe of a Religious Freedom. How quick art 
hou in thy Perceprions > How nimble in thy Applications? 

How eager in the purſuit of Divine Truth, when thy Fa- 
culties are nor bials'd by any groſs Obſtructions, or Impe- 
diments from the Body? How rightly art thou diſpos' d for 
Converſation with thy God? How duly qualified for Com- 


5 Wine diſturb the upper Region, no Dregs of a luxurious 
Ilntemperance interrupt thy Devotions ? Then thy Sallies 


'F ages! : Thy Words will be pure, and thy eier 
mot eſt; thy Thoughts chaſte, and thy Meditations re- 
© fin'd. 

Do then thy utmoſt Endeavour, O my Soul! ro manage 
wi Body to thy own particular Adva ntage: Allert thy Su- 
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Þ the Uſurper's Hand, Make a brave Stand againſt che [n- 
"= EY croachmenrs of Fleſh and Blood, and reduce the exorbi- 
40 tant Power of Carnal Affections. Contider the E. ody as 
: EZ thy Vaſſal and Dependent, and em ploy her ſevera! Oggans 
and Members as ſubordinate Inſtrumeuts to execute th / So- 
vereign Will and Plealure. I. he gets Head, and 

= gn Will and Pleaſure. If ever ſhe gets Head, an 
4. z pretends to be rampant, exert thy Authority, and give her 
an immediate Curb, be Mortification aud Abſtinence. It any 


= unruly Motion of the Fleſh diſturbs thy inward Harmon” 3 


- 1 if too plentiful a Meal 1 bring on Lazinels and Stupl- 


7 dity; or too cheartul a Glaft 5 betray thee into inconſide, -are 


! 

hoo 

© # Mirth and Lightnels; rec 'Hic the Diſorder by a Religious 
Wo & Faſt; and prevent any furthei Effects, by withdrawing che 


deſtr uctive Cauſec. 


rere! : 
1 ol the Church has admirably pr vided f for thy Security in 
b ; this Cale, by her picus Inſtitu. tion, Ot! lem 10 Sos of Hi mi- 


£ Ranks and Conditions of Men to confels hel ir Own 
G 5 Per- 


h. III. Of Faſting. h © "BF" 


Wmunion with thy Saviour, when no iadigeſted Fumes of 


bowards Heaven will be frequent, and thy Flights lofry and 


Iperiority over the Animal Life, and wreſt the Scepter from 
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_ The Devout Soul, Book ll. 
Perſonal Faults, and lament the bold and crying Sins of a 
Nation : to deprecate the impending Judgments of an en. 
ragd God, and implore his Bleſſing and Mercy in the 
place of them. rd 0 
The awful Solemnity of theſe Days, and the Humble 
Zech. 7. 12. Proceſſion of Penitents, is enough to mollifie an 
Heart harder than an Adamant Stone, and 1 i 
extort Sighs from the moſt obdurate and inflexible Breaſt, 
What a moving Scene is it to behold the Shep. 
herd how! and cry, and the principal of the Flokf 
wallowing themſelves in Aſhes. To ſee the Prieſts the Mi. 
Joel . niſters of the Lord, weeping berween the Porch ; 
| and the Altar, and the dejected People beat. 
ing their guilty Breaſts, and renting their very Hearts for In. 
dignation? Oh! How melting is this Sight ? How ſeemy i 
is this Sorrow? How prevalent are the Prayers that are d 
rer'd under ſuch diſtreis? How grareful are the Oblation g 
of ſuch contrite Spirits. | | | — | 
Lord! Iato what a degenerare State are the Members i F 
thy Church fallen, that theſe Solemn Faſts ſhould be ſo much n 
neglected, or fo ſlightly kept! Lord! What a Diſgrace it 
it ro Chriſtianity, that the Primitive Diſcipline ſhould ſind d 
fo far into Decay, and thoſe Corporal Severities, (by, 
which the Martyrs and Confeſſors, the Virgins and Hermit, - 
arriv'd at the greateſt Eminence and Perfection in Rel. 
gion, ſhould be ridicul'd and fcoff'd ar by a luxuriou 
Mart. 4. 2. And effeminate Age? Our Bleſſed Saviour, wit 
knew no Sin, and had no Guile found in his Mouth 
condeſcended to faſt forty Days and forty Nights for the din 
of Mankind: Ana ſhall We, whole Sins are more in num.“ 
ber than the Hairs of cur Head, think it hard ro faſt Oe 
Day for our own lelves? The beſt of Men, and rf 
greateſt of Saints have trod in the Steps of their Di-] 
vine Maſter, and brought under their Bodies by the ſever 
Rules of Mortification and Abſtinence : And ſhall We, (hof 
as Muca degenerate from thole Primitive Heroes in Virtue 
as we are diſtant from them in TIime;) ſhall We tanſÞ 
that we are born only ro caroute and indulge, to gratifie the 
Appetire, and pamper the Fleſh, to fare ſumptuouſly eve 
Day, and take a more ungovernable Swing in WantonnelÞ 
and Senſualhy at Night:? 5 


Jer. 25. 34. 
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11. III. . Of Faſting. 87 
i muſt confeſs, that the Inſtitutions of our Holy Church, 
n relation to Faſting, are ſtill in force: But the Practice 
Pe ics Members is very lame and defective. There is 
o hing but Cuſtom and Civility, the Laws of the Land. or 

She Dilpleaſure ef their Prince, can bring ſome Men to an 
putward and formal Compliance with a Dury of Humilia- 
ion and Repenrance; and then the great uſe they make of 
their Abſtinence, is ro patch up their broken Health, by 
vouring their Conſtitutions from their uſual Courſe of 
Prinzing; and only to faſt out One Surfeir or Debauch, 
Wrhat their Zodies may be more capable of Another. Thus 
their Lents are always preparative to Feſtivals ; and their 
bare allſtaining from Meats for a time, is to ſet a keener Edge 
upon iheir Appetites, and to give a greater Gult to ſucceed- 
ing Plealures. 
"3 Theſe, and ſuch like Practices, are ſo loudly exclaim'd a- 
gainſt, a id ſo (martly reprimanded by the general Voice of 
the Prophets; and the folema and neceſſary Duties of a 
Faſt, are ſo pathetically inculated, and ſo lively recom- 
mended in all their Writings, that I can't better cloſe up 
this Meditation, than with a Paraphraſe upon what Ijaiah has 
KÞ=4 deliver'd on this Subject, | 


—_—_ * 


5 — | — - | — 
n M-- 
CY Deſcription of a tyue Faſt, from the 58th Chapter 
of Iſaiah, Verſe 1. to Verſe 10. 


| J. 
Ys who th* Almighty's Pleaſure know, 

Ye, who officiate in his ſtead below; 
Ye ſacred Prieſta, Ambaſſadors of Heav'n, 

To whom ſuch ampie Pow'rs are given; 
Let your undaunred Voice be heard, 
Loud as the Thunder, as the Trumpet ſhrill, 
“Dilling the Vle, and Ecchoing from the Hi. 
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88 The Devout Soul. 
II. 


Proclaim, proclaim thro' ev'ry street 

Of your Rebellious Paleſtin, 

Proclaim, proclaim old Faceb's Sin; 
Good i is your Cauſe and be your Courage great: 

Spare not the Flock, to whom yare ſent: 
Make their Ears tingle, and their Hearts relent: 
Speak boldly, like the God ye repreſent. 


3: RE 

What ſtrange Chimera's ſeize the Brain 

Of this deluded Nation? 
What Pen 2 What Tongue's ſufficient to arraign 
The Madneſs of this Fairhiels Generation? 
They ſeem delighted in th' Almighty's Ways, 
And their ſmooth Lips are forward in his Praiſe. 
Their ſwift Approaches to the Holy Place 
Their awful Sentiments of God expreſs. 
Their fond Peruſal of the Sacred Word 
Argues Reſpect ro whar's upon Record. 
Their frequent Searches of their Sov'reign's Laws, 
Are ſpecious Proofs that they deſign to trace 
be Streams of Fuſtice to their Source, 
To plead the Midow's and the Orphan's Cauſe, 
And by ſtern Virtue's Compaſs ſteer their Courſe. 

IV. 

In ſolemn Cant the Wretches cry, 

Lord! We in Penance ſpend the Day; 
Lord! We in fruitlels Sighs and Tears 
Hourly employ our lab'ring Breath, 

And waſte the tedious Night in Pray? IS. 
Yer where's the Profir, thar the Soul is lad, --* 
The Body languid, and the Spirzes faint ; 

And Duſt and Aſhes reſt upon our Head? 

That ruvged Sach cloth underneath 

Our render Limbs is ſpread. 


And the hoarle Tongue grows Weary of Complainz? 


0 V. 
Tue God, who ſits enthron'd on hi oh, 
[ aughs ar this nauſeous Scene of Pageantry. 
| He ſees thro\all the forc'd Diſguiſe, 

| Thro' all the pious Artifice, 

and the moſt hidden Scenes of Villany diſcries. 
{Whilſt ye rerain Hypocriſie, 

In vain ye bend th' obfequious Knee: 
In vain ye figh away your Breath, 
And for rhe wonted Succours call: 
In vain upon your guilty Faces fall, 

f | And for a Penance lick the Duſt beneath, 


oy VI. 
= Your God himſelf does now deſpiſe 
pI His own appointed Sacrifice. 
Ye faſt, ye faſt, th' Almighty ſays, 
5 T' exalt your own, and not my Praiſe. 
ire bending Bull-zuſhes your Heads incline; 
= = Bur Sin ſtill ſtiffens and erects your Mind. 

=” ZYour Acts of Penance do produce no Pain ; 
5 Bur Stripes are Pleaſure, and your Faſting Gain: 
Liss but the outward Part's reftrain'd from Sin, 


VII. 


Is This the grateful Sacrifice? | 

N Lace theſe the Victims which your God appeaſe 3 
E 5 Is This the Penance of each folemn Day? 

Is ir for This ye Faſt and Pray? 

= Vain Fools ! To think ye ſhall be heard on a high? 
1 (Nor by the inward Smait 

BF | Of a relenting Heart :) 
But by che Loudneſs of your outward * 


VIII. 


+ In Acts of! Mercy let your Faſts be ſeen; 
5 To hungry Bellies deal rhe gen'rous Doal, 

b And let warm Garmeats skreen 
Ihe Captice's naked Back from Winter's Cold. 
60, loole the Bands of Wickednels 


Ip Z Whilſt deadly. Poiſon lurks, and Malice reigns within, 


Strengthen 
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Strengthen rhe Feeble, give the Weary Reſt ; 
Support the Stranger, and relieve th Oppreſt; 
Lighten their Burdens, and their Suit redreſs. 
Then fhall thy Righteouſneſs, like Morning-Lighr, 
Expel the noxious Damps of ſullen Night: 

Thy early Pray'rs ſhall pierce the diſtant Skies, 
And Heav'n receive the welcom Sacrifice. 

Thy gen'rous Alms, and Pity to the Poor 

Shall ſtill prolong thy Days, ſhall ſtill augment thy Store, 


SEE" fs 


G * your ſelves, and lament, ye Prieſts: Howl, ye Miniſter 
of the Altar. (Joel 1.13.) 5 == 
Lie all Night in Sack cloth, ye Miniſters of my God; and in 
tercede for your Flocks, ye mournſu] Shepherds (V. 133 
Sanctiſie a Faſt, call a ſolemn Aſſembly ; Gather the Eller; 
and all the Inhabitants of the Land into the Houſe of the L 
your God. and cry unto the Lord. (V 14) Foy 
Alas ! For the Day, for the Day of the Lord is at hand. and 
as a Deſtrufticn from the Almighty ſhall it come (:ii1 .) 
A Day of Darkneſs and of *Gloomineſs, a Day of Clouds ani, 
of thick Darkneſs. (Ch. 2 2) | —_—_— 
But ſpare thy People, O Lord, in this Confuſion, and give nit 
_ thine Heritage to Reproach. (V. 17.) 3 
0 ld Righteor ſneſs belongeth unto thee; but unto us Con. 
Fuſion of Face (Dan. 9. J.) == 
O my God! I am aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my Face ti 
thee, my God! (Ezra q, 6.) 2 
For our Iniquities are increaſed over our Heads, and our TreſpaſÞ > 
is grown up unto the Heavens. (V. 6.) 0p 
Since the Days of our Fathers have we been in great Treſpaſi 
unto this Day; and for our Iniquities have we, our King and o 
* been delivered into the Hands of the King s of the Land 
O my God, incline thine Ear, and open thine Eyes, and beholiÞ © 
our Deſolations. (Dan. 9. 18.) _—_ 
For we do not preſent our Supplications before thee for o 
Righteouſneſs; but for thy great Mercies. (V. 18.) nm 
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WE © Lord, bear: O Lord, forgive: O Lord, hearken and do 
90 ; „ 1 
De fer not, for thine own ſake, O my God: For thy City and 
ele that are called by thy Name. (V. 20.) 


HY M N II. 


nber not thy ſelf amongſt the Multitude of Sinners : But 
emember that Math will not tarry long. (Ecclus.y. 16.) 
= Rep-nt with Seriouſneſs, and humble thy ſelf greatly : For the 
engeance of the Ungodly is Fire and Worms. (V. 17.) 
= Be not amongſt Wine bibbers; amongſt riotous Eaters of 
ieſb. (Prov. 23. 20.) . 
Neither be thou deſirous of a great Man's Dainties : For they 
ure but deceitful enſnaring Meat, (V. 33 2 
OConſider diligently what is ſet before thee ; and put a Knife 
eo thy Throat, if thou be a Man given to Appetite (V. 1,2.) 
Por the Drunkard and Glutton ſhall come to Poverty, and 
7 Drowſineſs ſhall cloath a Man with Rags. (V. 21.) 
= Me unto them that riſe up early in the Morning that they 
1 may follow ſtrong Drink, and continue until Night, till Wine in- 
fame them. (Ia. 5. 11.) VV Ez 
Vu be unto them that are mighty to drink Vine, and Men of 
Strength to mingle flrong Drink. (V. 22.) | 
Moe unto him that giveth his Neighhour Drink; that putteth 


3 4 his Bottle to him, and maketh him drunken alſo. (Hab. 2. 13.) 


For who hath Sorrow 2 Who hath Contentions > Who hath 
= Mounds without Cauſe ? Who hath Redneſs of Eyes? (Pro 23.2.9. ) 
IT )hey that tar long at the Wine, They that go to ſeek mixt 
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lool not upon the Wine when it is red, when it giveth its Co- 
2 lour in the Cup, when it moveth it ſelf aright. (V. 31.) 
3 At the laſt it biteth like a Serpent, and ſtingeth like an Adder. 
VV. 32.) 
I bine Eyes ſhall behold ſtrange Nomen, and thy Heart ſhall 
utter perverſe things. (V. 33.) 
The Cup of the Lord's right Hand ſhall be turned unto thee, 
and ſhameful Spewing fall be on thy Glory, (Hab. 2. 16.) 


PRAYER 


The De vout Soul. 


„ 


Lord, who for my ſake didft faſt forty Days and foryl 


Nights; Give me Grace to ule ſuch Abſtinence, thaÞ 
| my Fleſh being ſubdued to che Spirit. may e. 


bi coll. for Firſt ver obey thy Godly Morions in Righreouſne;ſ| 
1 Sun, in Lent. and trne Holineſs, to thy Honour and Giory, ©} 

who liveſt and reigneſt with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt 8 
One God, World without End. Amen. | | 1 


oh "PRATRRER I 


Urn thou me, O good Lord, and fo ſhall I be turned, 
- Be favourable, O Lord, be favourable to thy Servan;, | 
who turneth to thee in Weeping, Faſting, and BE 
Praying. For thou art a merciful God, full of? 

Compaſſion, long-ſuffering, and of ęreat Piry. Thou ſpa. 

reſt when I deſerve Puniſhment, and in thy Wrath thinkek | 
; upon Mercy. Spare thy Servant, £004 Lord, ipare him, ; - 
and let nor thine Heritage be brought ro Confuſion. Heat? 
me, O Lord, for thy Mercy is great; and after the Mu- 

titude of thy Mercies, look upon me, thro' the Merits and 

Mediation of thy bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſtmy Lord, Amen., 


Commination. 
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. RAYER is the great Concern of Human Life; 
na? becauſe the Blei of this World, and the Expe- 
o cCtations of another do entirely depend upon a regu- 
EY 3 i lar Performance of this Duty. It is alfo the higheſt Privi- 
Ti Wh which Duſt and 4ſhes can be admitted to; becauſe it 
introduces us into the Preſence of the Supreme Monarch 
[2 of Heaven and Farth, and intitles us to that rapturous 
C. nverſation which che Angelic Order only enjoys. Wee- 
ſte em it a wonderful Fay our to be converſant at Court, and 
to have the Ear of our Prince at command; and an Happi- 
2 neſs indeed it is which mam ſeek after, and but few can 
obtain: The Admiſſion to it is difficult, and the Enjoyment 
= precarious, the Attendance troubleſome, and the Reward 
uncxrtain. 
3 _Burthe caſe is quite different in Spiritual, from what it 
is in Temporal Matters: For the meaneſt Perſon that walks 
t thro this Valley of 7 Tard, may, if he pleaſe, enjoy a far 
greater Pr ivilege every Moment, than thoſe poſſibly can do, 
P, who dwell in Rings Houſes : For he may lay hold ef the Op- 
portunities of converting with a Being as much ſuperiour 
to all worldly Potentates, as Heaven ſurpaſſes Earth, or 
Eternity exceedeth Time. In this Converſation there is 
no Diſtiaction berween the Peaſant and the Noble, no Pre- 
ference 


ference of the Senator to the Plowman: Bur all have the 
ſame Relation ro their common Father; and all have 3 


rightful Claim ro the Privileges of Sons. Tis Devotion a. 
lone that diſtinguiſhes Favourites, and Piety which demand, Wl 
Admiſſion to the Preſence of God. The Almighty's Ear, 
are open to the Complaints of all his Servants, and his 
Power is at hand to patronize their Perſons, and redre's 
their Grievances. Is any amongſt you affiited, or neceſſi. i 
tous, (lays the Apoſtle) let him by Sup plicatin WY 
and Prayer, make his Caſe known unto God, 
and the Suit of the Sufferer ſhall immediately come under 
the gracious conſideration of an uprighr Judge, and the 
Event anſwer the Expectation of the Petitioner. The 
Man's Circumſtances (if it be proper for him) ſhall 
be alter'd according to his own Defire, and his Afiictions | 


Jam. 5. 13. 


94 The Devout Soul. Book =- th 


turn into Rejoicings and Triumphs. For ask, and it ſhal * 


+ be given ou; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; Knock, and 

it ſhall be opened unto you. The Palace-Gate| 
Is thrown wide open for your Reception, and the Servants | 
are ready to conduct you to the fineſt Apartment: The 
King of Glory admirs you into his moſt Auguſt Preſence, 
and your Saviour procures you a favourable and ſpeedy = 


O the ſweer Society, which Saints and Confeſſors maintain 
with their God! O the rapturous Converſe and endearing 


Communion berween Chriſt and his Church ! How fragrant 1s 


the Incenſe of a Religious Cloſet > How ardent the Bre- 


things of a Devout Soul? Thar Man can never be deſtitute 


of Company, who can always talk with his Saviour; nor 


want a Friend, who can have perpetual Recourſe to his 
God. A Defart to him is more agreeble than a Ci, and 
the Retirement of a Cell, than the moſt conſpicuous Poſt in 
the Government. He is a Denigen of another Countrey, 
and has laid up a Treaſure in a better Kingdom. His Soul 
can ſoar from Earth as oft as ſhe pleaſes, and viſit her 
Friends of the New Feruſalem : Her Meditations can range 
up ro Heaven ina Moment, and bring down the Entertain- 
ments of Paradiſe to the molt contempriovle Cottage. 
Come, my Son and take thou the Wings of the Morning: 
Prevenr, if poitible, the Dawning of the Day, and ſalute thy 
Maker with the early Tribute of hy Prayer and Praiſes, 


pre- 


But be ſure to rake proper cars that all things are regularly 


” »; 5 
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r epared, and in a good Diſpoſition, before thou entreſt up- 
= this Work: For if thy inward Frame ſhould not be 
uly temper d, and all thy Paſſions rightly diſpoſed, thy 


WE -r{onal Appearance will be offenſive in the Temple, and 


e Homage of thy Body an Abomination to the Lord, For 
is not the Bending of the Knee, or the Stretching out of 
ec Hands: the Tone of the Voice, or the Lifting up of 
e Eyes, which can render thy Worſhip prevalent and 
acceſsful with God: Bur it is the Regulation of thy 
Thoughts, and the Reſtraint of thy internal Morions ; the 
ell placing of thy Affections, and the Purity of thy Heart, 
hich muſt recommend thee to a Being, that ſeeth in ſe- 


bard Appearance. 

Devotion, O my Soul! is a Duty which is purely Spiritual; 
Duty, which I have more than ordinary reaſon to call up- 
pn thee for the Performance of. Devotion is thy peculiar 
Province, and no Power upon Earth can hinder the Exer- 
tiſe of it. The Body may be confin'd ; bur the Mind is ſtill 
at liberty: No Acts of Violence can reſtrain her Thoughts, 
no Chains or Fetters break off her Heavenly Correſpen- 
dence. Oh! then, my Beloved Soul! Conſult thy own In- 
tereſt, and act agreeably ro the Dignity of thy Nature. 
Let thy folemn Addreſſes to God be frequent and imporru- 


Let thy Requeſts be few and modeſt, and thy Behaviour de- 
cent and humble. Let the whole Performance be with as 
much Secrecy and Retiredneſs, and as little Nolte and 


Shew as poſſible; knowing that tis the Favour of God, 


ſtentation upon Earth, which thou oughteſt chiefly to aim 
at. But above all, be ſure to call in thy roving and diſorder- 
„ h Thoughts, and to place thy Affections entirely upon 
| | © God: Let Meekneſs and Charity be mingled with thy Prayers, 
and Faith and Hope give Life and Spirit to every Petition, 


* 


e 
not the Applauſe of Men; a Reward in Heaven, not O- 
] 
1 


POEM 


bes, and neither judges nor rewards according to the Out- 


nate, and the Matter of thy Prayer ſerious and neceſſary. 
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P poliſh'd Armour, and in daring Hoſts, 
The Stateſman glories, and the Hero truſts ; 
Bur Virtue flights 5 

And courts a ſtronger Pow'r to her Defence. 
Swift as the winged arr, Devotion flies, 
And calls Aſſiſtance from the liſt'ning Skies. 
The Saint ſollicits, and his Pray'rs prevail, 


Where Mines are uſeleſs, and where Cannons fail. bo 


Thus weed botwint e two Hills, the Hebrews ſtood, 


{Pharoah behind, before the Briny Flood :) 


When Moſes ſtierch'd his Arms and Voice to God; 
And lee, the gath'ring Waves, like Mountains, rear 
Their curled Heads, and leave their Channels bare: 


But vhen th Obdurate King preſum d to pals, 
And putlt*d his iwarthy Legions :o the Chaſe 


Returning Waves purſue their wonted Courſe, 
Aud quid Walls entomb the Sownd'ring Hoſt, 


Oh! That our Cuick were unro Heav'n addreſe'd 
With the fame Zeal that warini'd this Patriarch's Breaſt ; 
Delcending Bleſſings 10 ou'd our Tents ſurround, 


And freih Succeſs ev Try Labour crown, 
Bur in unlawtul Paths we ſeek for Bliſs; 
And lole the Prize, becauſe we ſeek amiſs. 


The doating Senior, bent by Age and Cares, 
Be gs the Renewal of his troubled Years. 


The wanton Beau prefers no other Præyr, 
Bur for the tempting Glaſs and tempting Fair. 


Avaro doats upon the 1 Store; 


Still hoards the preſent Health, and 'prays for more : 
Still the miſtruſtful Wretch dreads future Want, 


And i in i the Arms of Plenty makes complaint, 


 s 


"[{:orounded Confideace, | 
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As duly as the Cit the Change purſues, 

ro Church or Meeting trips his Godly Spouſe : i 

nd the ſame Cauſe which moves the Father's Care, ) 
Bives a keen Ardour to the Matron's Pray'r ; 

Er. Maſter may be rich, and Miſs be fair. 


* Bur now, preſumptuous Mortals, lend an Ear, 
nd what a Pagan ſpeaks, artentive hear. 


= * As the Author has alluded to the 10% Sahr of Juvenal, by the Choice orf 
ſome of the foregoing Inſtances ; ſo he thinks fit to conclude this Poem 
with a more ſtrict Tranſlation of the latter Part of that Satijr, beginning at 


1 5 'i concilium vit, 370 
pPiermittes ipſis exbendere Numinibus, quid 
WEE Convenzat nobis, &c. 


I ub' Immortal Pow'rs, which o'er the World preſide, 
Both for our Perſons and our Wants provide: 
Enthron d on high, they watch their Charge below; 
Avert whats Hurtful, and whats Good beſtow. 

his Creature Mar is Heav'n's diſtinguiſh'd Care, 
Not to himſelf, as to the Gods ſo dear. 

E Yet the fond Fool, by Heat of Paſſion led, 

In hopes of Heirs, aſcends the Bridal Bed: 

But God alone th' ill-favour'd Off- ſprings ſees; 

And knows the rugged Spouſe's Qualities, 


Zut wow'd'ft thou to ſome wiſer purpoſe pray; 

And the far Entrails on the Altar lay; _ 

Lo bare Convenience be thy Pray'r confin'd ; 

An Healthy Body, and a Sprightly Mind?! 

A Mind, which ſummon'd, can refign her Breath; 

Quit the vain Pleaſures of this fading Earth; 

And look undaunted on the Grins of Death: 

A Mind, that can the Shocks of Grief ſuſtain; 

Calm in Diſtreſs, and Chearful under Pain: 

IThar in the middle Stream ſecure can-glide, 

Not toſs'd by Anger, or convuls'd by Pride: 

A Mind, that covets nought, for nothing cares, 

And, valiant by her pious Choice, prefers Ts 
Ib' inceſſant Toils of Lab'ring Hercules | | 
| To Lordly Feaſts, and Luſtful Palaces, 
| and the ſoft Pleaſures of inglorious Eaſe, 
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7 j the Almighty (ſay the Wicked) that we fa 1 
ſerve him? And what profit ſhould we have, if we ſhui = 
prey unto him 2 (Job 27 15. 7 
O daring Impiety! O monſtrous Inftance of Hung 
Pride and Ingratitude! Ek 
My Soul, accuſtom not thou thy ſelf ro ſuch blaſphenyt 
Reflections, nor mingle thy ſelf with the Perlons ot BIÃ 
mers. | 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, and call upon hin. vii 
he is near. (iſa. 55 6.) F = 
For tho the Sacrifice of the Wicked is an Abomination tb 1 1 
3 z the Projer of the Upright 15 bs Delight. (Prov. i 
For the Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him; 1= 
unto all ſuch as call upon bim faithfully. (PL. 145. 18.) . 
He will fulfi! the Deſire of them that fear him: He will 
hear their Cry, and will help them. (V. 19.) 3 
Thou, O Lord. art my Defender; thou art my Worſhip, a 
the 1 8 up of my Head. (Pl. 3. 3.) M 
O ! Let my Prayer be ſet forth in thy fight, as the Incenſ © 
and let the lifting up of my Hands be an Pn" . 4 
(Plal; 141. 2.) . 
Many there be which jo * my Soul, there i 5 N0 Help Ar] 1 Ec 7 
in his God. (Pl. 3 9 
But I will not 4 75 aid of ten thouſands of the People, tis 
Have ſet themſelves Against mne round about. (V. 6.) 
Iwill call upon the Lord, which is worthy to be praiſed; | 
[tall Ile ſafe from mine Enemies. (Pi. 18. 2.) 
In my Trouble will 1 cali upon the Lord, and complain un 
71) God, (V. 5. 4 . 5 
So ſhall he hear my Voice out of bs holy Temple ; ; and n+ 
Complaint ſhail come before Vim, it ſpall enter even int i 7 


Ears. (V. „ * 
ſe 

| ſc 
5 Ehre thou prayeſt, prepare 0 ful 1 be not as one ti 9 
tempeeth the Lord, (Ecclus. 18. 22.) of 


© For there is a Generation who are pure in their own Eyes, and 

Het are not waſhed from their Filthineſs. (Ch. 30. 12.) 

FRE There is a Generation which ſwear by the Name of the Lord, 

z . make mention of the God of lirael : (Iſa. 48 1.) 

9 Who draw nigh to him with their Mouth, and honour him 
a their Lips, and appropriate ro chemſely es ihe Vitle of 
Wrhe Eleck: (Ch. 29.13.) 

5 1 But their Heart is removed far from him, ah their 1 
. Parts are full of Deceit, and Rottenneſs. (Pl. 10 7) 

1 . == Their Reverence is extorted by the Penalty of the Law, and 

7 1 heir Fear is taught by the Precept of Men. (iſa 29. 13.) 


* and come not unto him with a double Heart (Ecclus. 1 28.) 
. * Be not an Hypocrite in the fight of Men, and 5 good heed 
rbat thou ſpeakeſt. (V. 29.) 


EY Be not faint-hearted when thou makeſt thy Prazer, and * 
ect nor to give Ams. (Ch. 7. 10 
* » £ Uſe not many Words in a Multitude of Elders, and make not 
4 ; * Babling when thou prayeſt. (V. 14.) 


: 45 Be not raſh with thy Mouth, and let not thy Heart be haſty to 
ate; any thing before God: For God is in Heaven, and thou 
ben Earth ; therefore let thy Words be few. (Eccleſ. 5. 2. 
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1 1% thy Merciful Ears, O Lord, wi open to the 


„ Prayers of thy Servant; and that 1 may coll. 10th Sun, 
obtain my Petitions, make me to ask rich after Trin. 
wings as ſhall pleaſe thee, thro' ig Chen my Lord. 

Amen. 


$ PRATER II. 
* A Lmighty and Everlaſting God, who ar: always more 
| ready to hear than I to pray; and art 

wont to give more than either I deſire or de- C. for. 12. 

ſerve: Pour down upon me the Abundance of © #7 tt 

thy Mercy, forgiving me thoſe things whereof my Con- 

| fience is afraid, and give me thoſe good things which [ 
am not worthy to ask, bur thro' the Merits and Mediation 


of ſeſus Chriſt thy Son my Lord, Amen. 
| "> C HA F. 
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Frov. 20 


But diſtruſt not thou the Fear of the Lord, when thou art 
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SH 
Of CHARITY. 


5 - 


1 JOHN 4wv. 


He that loveth not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, hn {FT 
can he love God whom he hath not ſeen. 


. — > oo en es 
— 22 — — 


* ² Ü ˙ꝛ 2 2 * Dre or Coreg er — — — 
> * * — "5 FE” : 
ELSE «GL = ” 


ME-DETATION::: 155 


Am never more ſurpriz'd, than when Iread rhe frequent nl 


Exhortations to Charity in the Old and New Teſtament, MT: 
and ſee rhe rare and ſlender Performances of this Du. 
ty by the Proteſſors of Chriſtianity. As the World grows Wt: 
nearer to an End, ſo the Love of Many waxes cold, and vi- 
bly rends towards a Diſſolution. Mens Bowels are hard- 
ned as their Years advance; and the nearer they approach! 
to their Journey's End, at the greater Diſtance they keep) 
from Chriſtian Perfection. A Numneſs ſeizes their A. 
fections, and a Callus grows over their Hearts: Coverouſn' Wt 
tles up their Hand, and Self love dene their Souls, i 
Some Men think they were born only for themſelves, and 
to carry on ſome Privare Deſigns of their own, with- 
our betog beneficial ro the Community, or ſerviceable t 
their Fellow-Creatures, They reckon that they have em. 
ploy'd the ir Talents, or husbanded their time well or ul 
upon Earth, according to the Greatneſs of the Eſtate the 
have raiſed, and t! ie Number of Purchaſes they have made. 
As for Feeding the Hun? 75 Cloathing the N. iked, Viſiting is 
Sick. Redeeming the « Cap! ive, aud dilcharging rhe inſolver 
Debtor ; tnele are Duties which they are Strangers to, at 0 
Which they 5 to be ealily excusd and diſpensd from 
Hot. 
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oſpitality to them ſeems the Parent of Poverty; and an 
Open Houſe and a Free Heart, the trueſt Sign of an Epi- 
ure or an Ideot. 

But that which moſt of all Turpriges me, is to ſee theſe 


L 8 bse A Gravity, to poſſeſs the Apen Seats of the 


ces of the Church. 
For how impoſſible is it for him to ſoar aloft in the holy 
ER artures of Devotion, whole Thighs are laden with thick 
, and whole very Soul is bent down ro the Earth which 
| | e treads upon? 
Hou awkard 1 is it for another of the ſame ſt. 'ng3 Clan, to 


1 3 True God, when he 4055 upon Mammen, and has Mad a an 
2040! of his Treaſure 2 
EZ How inconſiſtent is it, to hear a Third rant of his Church- 


Erinciples, and magnifie the Orthodoxy of his Faith, when 
| bis ſordid Life is a Reproach to aur Holy Profedion, and 
ect his Want of Charity, a Breach of our Chriſtian Unity? 
", | "= ao good, and to communicate, are certainly Natural Duties, 
Ju. WM and no Pretences to higher Attainments can vacate or dis 
jv annul their Eternal Oblffations. I never could believe, 
if rhat Revelation was defign'd to exclude Morality, or that the 
d. BY Bible was delivered to cancel the Lam written upon cur Hearts. 
ach | | Grace never operates, but upon a good Diſpoſition; nor 


ee) does Religion build, bur upon the Foundations which Nature 
6 has laid. Some Peopl es Nottor.s of divine Love are as ber 
1 N culative and abſtracted, as the Practice of others is awkard 
als, and ſingular. Boch pretend to high Attainments, and both 


ind Þ rroceed upon a wrong Principle, and are equally diftant 
th- IF tom the true and ſincere Spirit of primitive Chriſtianity, 
to - Keligion®has inſtructed us to take our Efttmare of things 


m- from another Quarter, and to meaſure our Love to God by 
i our Charity to our Neigh „bote. This is a Rule which can 
127 never fail; becauſe ir ſuppoſes all thoſe Virtues and Gra— 


de. ces which conſti ture and 5 a Chriſtian, All Bitten- 
nes, Wrath, Envy, Malice, Anger, Clamour, and Ewil-ſpeaking, 
em are not fo much as to be named among the Saints: 
aud bur Forbearance, Love, Þ eace, Gentleneſs, and Cha- 
257. ity, are the eminent and diſtinguiſhing Characters of our 
6e Sacred Profeſſion. A Zeal for God is a very commendable 


3 Was 


Th. v. Of Charity. or 


ynagogue, and communicate in the moit ſolemn Ordinan- 


Ne Eph. 4. 31. 
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I 02 7 he Devout Soul. Book II. 


Quality 3 but chen! it muſt ſnew it ſelf in obedience to his il 


Laws, and a ftrict Obſervance of his Worſhip ; and not 
in an / unſeaſonable Informations againſt, or unjuſt Profe. | 
cution of-our Brethren, There is no one Conſideration . 
which the Moral Philiſophers make greater uſe of ro engage 


us to Concord and Amity, than the general Relation and 


Affinity there is between Mankind. The Compoſition of . 
our Bodies our of the ſame Materiale, and the Extraction 


of our Soul from the Deity, are the darling Topicks, 


which theſe Wile Men proceed upon, to knit us together Th 
in the ſtricteſt Bonds of Unity, and oblige us as Member, 
of the ſame Family, and Parts of the ſame Body, ro at 
for the mutual Aſſiſtance and common Intereſt of one ano. Þ 
ther. Chriſtianit) carries this Argument a great deal high. 
er; and tho' it makes ſome Diſt! nction in the D Rridoti n 
of out Chari q, and gives che Preference to the Houſhoid of 


Faith; yet ii ſtill enjvins an univerſal Beneficence to al, 


and repays Geog for Evil, Love for Hatred, and Bleſſings for . 
Cu, ſes. 


Conſider, O my Soul! what thy Religion obliges thee 
to, and * hat Abilities thou art in to come up to thele Ob. 
„As 10, 38. igations. Conſider the Example of the Bleſſed 

85 Feſus, who went about laing good ; and the Addi. 
ons of Saints and Martyrs, v ho trod clote | in their Redeem- 
er's Foor-{ieps. Conſider that Spirit of Goodneſs and 
Chari ty which reign'd in the Primitive Church; and how 

che Firſt Profeſſors ſo/d all they had, to wake a common 


Fund for the Relief of their Brethren. Conſider in the 


laſt place, that thou art only a Seward in this World, and 
no: a Proprzetor, and mult ſpeedily give a ſtrict Accouncto 
thy great Maſter for the Management of his Houſhold. 
The Poor are thy Care, and Charity ſhould be thy daily 


Exerciſe; aud if thou art neglectial of thy Charge, r 1 


deficient i in rhy Duty, thou ſhalt be diſcarded from thy Ste w⸗ 
ardſtgip, and treated as a Traytor or Male factor. IF they 
1 Joh. 3. 17. haſt this iris Goods, and ſeeft thy Brother have 

need, and ſputreft up thy Bowels of Compaſſion 


From him, how dwelleth the Love of God in thee? What does 


all thy 12 rious Zeal ſignifie, withour practical Knowledge; 
or thy Speculative Faith, without Good Works? The 
3 velieveſt, perhaps, that there is One God. and al- 
| ' ſenteſt to the Doctrine of a Crucified Haas 1 In 
this 
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v. Of Charity. 103 
bon doſt wel; But remember that the Devils alſo believe 
nemble, and yet they continue Devils ſizl, and have 
Ether the Grace of Rpentance, nor the Gift of Charity : 


Id chou by harbouring Malice in thy Heart, and exerci- 


4 — 
— 


We Severicy towards thy Neighbour, becomeſt an Accom- 
Noce with choſe damned Spirits, and ſhalt have the ſame 
MWnihment in Everlaſting Burning. 

Part of the 37th Pſalm Paraphras'd, 


FP HAT little, Wealth which Righteous Men poſſeſs, 
HGurpaſſes all th' Oppreſſor's vait Increale : 
Vircue ripen'd, not acquir'd in Haſte, 

hall both wider reach, and longer laſt: 

For ſecret Mercies round the Fuſt are ſpread, 
Whit Judgments light upon the Sinner's Head, 


EE Th Omniſcient God does all our Thoughts inſpect, 
dees how we ſteer, and on what Grounds we act; 

id And wiſely ſuits his Favours to the Fact. 
Hence tis the Facher's Piery prevails, 


n And lafting Blefings on his Son entails: 
ae The Guards of Providence ſecure his Srore, 


RY And bear off Famine from rhe bolted Dor. 

o No threat'ning Dangers can ſurround his Bed, 

d. Or Midnight Thoughts diſturb his waking Head. 
ly No Foreign Armies, or iateftine Foes 

r Lan rob his Conſcience of her {weer Repoſe. 


2 But daring Men, who Virtue's Maxims hare, 
ng 1 L » 8 — 

de Are doom'd by Veng'auce to ſeverer Fate: 

m heir envy'd Wealth may for a Seaſon riſe, 

es And glit'ring Pomp attract the Vugar's Eyes: 

; Bu lee how in the boaſted Height of all, 

n The griping Knaves, like pamper'd Victims fall; 

: 7 yi * IP 5 | ; AA ; N | 

-i Fat of Lambs, th ill gotten Goods ſhall burn, 

n And all conſum'd, ro Smoke and Aſhes turn. 
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104 Tue Dewout Soul. 


Book II. 


As J have paſs'd thro ev'ry diſtant Stage 


Of Life, from blooming Your to hoary Age; 

I this remark from long Experience drew, 

And found the Maxim to be always true: 

Th' Almighty God, whoſe Wiſdom governs all, 

With ſuch Diſtinction makes his Bleſſings fall, 

That Plen'y s richeſt Gifts reward the Liberal. 

No griping Perury ſurrounds his Hands; 

The more he gives, the more he ſtill commands. 
Expenſive Alms can never make him poor, 
Nor conſtant Drainings waſte the growing Store. 
His thriving Sons mall double Portions have, 
And rea» the Eruir of what their Fathers gave. 


I muſt conſeſs, that | have likewiſe ſeen, 


Like ſpreading Bay in all its Vernal Green, 
The proſp'rous Sinner flouriſh for a time, 


Sated with Pow'r, aud blooming in his Prime. 

Bur when ! ſought, in {ome convenient Space, 

To find the Mortal in his uſual Place; 

The doit ons North, with his unfr iendly Þ Blaſt, 
The pleafing Beauties of my Tree defacd: 

Tae coinely Limbs were from the Body torn, 
Their Leaves all wither'd, and their Verdure gone. 


HTMMN I 


B is he that conſidereth the Poor and Needy ; thi 
ME Lo; d fi. all deliver bim in time of Trouble. (Pl. 41. I.) 
Bleſſed is he that hath not raken a Pledge of his Brother for 
noughr, nor ſtripped the Naked of their Cloathing: (Job 22.6. 
That ati given Vater to the Weary to drink, and not 
with-holden Bread from the Hungry, (V. 7.) 
Bleſſed is he who hath not ſent IVidows an ay empty nor bo: 
n the Arms of the kath erieſs : 5 
That hath not ſuſfercd the Stranger to ledze in the Streets; 
but hath opened his Doors to the Traveller. (Ch. 31. 32) 
The Lord prefer Ve iN id hee 72 ſuch an che al:ve, that he ma} be 


bleſſed upon Eaith: And delfver not thou han unto the Vill if 
283 Enemies. (th 715 5 
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Ch. v. Of Charity. 105 


Te Lord comfort him when he lieth ft ck in his Bed: Make 

"Y F hon all his Bed in his Sickneſs. (V. 3.) 

gui wee unto him that buildeth his Houfe by Unrrighteouſneſs, 
Ind bis Chambers by M7rong : (Jer. 22. 13.) 

: U That uſeth his Neizhbour's Service without Wages, and giving 

im not for his 1 ork. (V. 13.) 

3 That ſaith, I wil build me a wide Houſe and large Chambers, 

| and cutteth him cut {inaows, and it is cieled with Cedar, and 

. e with Vermition. (V. 14 

Hbalt thou reig 5 1555 cloſeſt 10 felf in Cedar 2 Or, 

can Pomp and . keep off the Stroke of Venge- 

Jauce? (V. 15) 

Did not thy Fathers eat and N and do Fe and 

T _ Ta and then it was well with them? (bid. 

And if thou wilt copy after the Example of thy worthy 

EZ Anceſtors, thou ſhalt enjoy the ſame Proſperity, and inherit 

bs ihe Reward of their Charity. 


* 
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HTM N I. 


Er not a Heart upon thy Goeds, and ſay not, 1 have e- 
nough for my Life. (Ecclus, 6) 
But honour the Lord with thy Subſtance, and with the Fuſt- 
= Fruits of thy Increaſe. (Prov. 3. 9.) 
So ſhall thy Barns be filled wich Plenty, and thy Preſſes joef 
E burſt out with new Wine. (V. 10.) 
© Make not an hungry Soul ſorrowful, neither provoke a Man in 
bis Diſtreſs. (Eccius. 4. 2.) 
Say not unto thy Neighbour, Go, and come ag ain, and to mor- 
rom will I give, when thou haſt it by thee, (Prov. 3. 28.) 
But give to him that asketh thee ; and from him "that would 
borrom of thee, turn not thou away. (Matth. 5. 49.) 
For whoſo ſtoppeth bis Ears at the Cry of the N, he alſo 
all cry bimſelf, and ſhall not be heard. (v OV, 21. 13. 
| For the Lord will be a Defence for the Op; ppreſſ ed ; even a Re- 
fuge in due time of Trouble, (Pl. 9. 9 1 | 
| Ariſe, O Lord God, and 16 up thy hand : forget not the 
Poor, nor diſcard the Merciful. (FE 10. 13.) 

Wherefore ſhould the 17 Vicked blaſpi eme Cod, whilſt he doth 
fay in bis Heart, tuſh then God careſt not for „„ 
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1 The Devout Soul. Book II. 
That thou mayeſt take the matter into thy hand, the Poor 
committeth himſelf to thee. (V. 16.) 6: 
For thou ar: the Patron of the Innocent, and the Helper 
of the Friendleſs. (Ibid) ; 
Break thou the Power of the Ungodly and Malicious : Take 
away his Ungo dlineſs and thou ſhalt find none. (V. 19.) 
The Lord is King for ever and ever, and the Heathen are 
periſhed out of the Land. (V. 18.) 1 
Lord ! Thou haſt heard the Defire of the Poor; thou prepa.- 
reſt their Heart, and thine Ear hearkeneth EAR (V. 49) 
To Help the Fatherleſs and Poor unto their Right, that the 
Man of the Earth be no more exalted againſt bim. (V. 20.) 8 


5 2 
2 v . 5 8 1 
Pt A | 70 
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RAIN 1 


Lord, who haſt taught me, that all my Doings without 
Charity, are nothing worth; ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and 
ola , Pour into my Heart chat moſt excellent Gift of 


1 


Quin. Sund. Charity, the very Bond of Peace and of ro 


Virrues, without which whoſcever liveth, is 5 0 
counted dead before thee : Grant this for thy only Son Je. # 
{us Chriſt s lake, Amen. = 


PRATER II. 


Almighty and Everlaſting God, give unto me he Ic- 


creale of Faith, Hope, and Charity; and that 1 
coll. r4th Sun. may obtain that which thou doſt promiſe, 


after Trin. make me to love that which thou doſt com- 
mand, thro? Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, Amen, 


The End of the S£cOxD Book. | 
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An Entertainment for a Penitent. 


f E BOOK IM. 
s For the Vain Del 'ghts and Glories of this World. 


* 


C A H p. I. 


1 PR OV. 23. 4. 


Labeur not to be rich. 


MEDITATION. 


Av ſhould I be fo intent upon Gain, and 
meaſure my Happineſs by the Extent of my 


2nd wear our my Body in the Purſuir of Va- 
| nicy and Trifles ; and make all the innocent Comforts of 
this Life truckle to my avaricious Deſigns : After all my 
7 Labour 


Poſſeſſious? Why ſhould J fatigue my Soul, 


108 The Devout Soul. Book 117, 


Labour and Pains, all my Foreſight and Sagacity, I an | 
not certain who ſhall enjoy the Fruits of my Trouble, «| 


| 3 l ucceed me, ſhall be à pi, 
Eccl. 2. W. whether he that 1s to ſu „ wil | 


Pl, 49. 11. 


the Grave, 


Bur ſappoſing none of theſe things ſhould happen unt 


ne; yet Riches themſelves are of ſuch a fickle and uncon- 

ſtant Nature, that their preſent Poſſeſſors have no Security 
of their Continuance, They are alway upon the Wing, 
and ſoaring into ſtrange Countries: They love to change 
Properties, and transfer Titles; to ſerve new Maſters, and 
try Variety of Experiments. Alas! Upon what uncertain 

Conditions do the beſt of us hold our Eſtates? And how 


fickle and precarious are theſe worldly Bleſſings we ſo 


much boaſt of? The Incurſion of an Enemy may {poll 
our Territories, or the Perfidiouſneſs of a Netghbour rob 
our Coffer. The Milde from Heaven may blaſt ow 
Vintage, or an unkindly Seaſon cut off the Fruits of the Earth. 
In ſhorr, every thing in Nature is capable of incommoding 
us, and very inconſiderable Accidents may bring down the 
Pomp of a Rich Man. Fire and Swerd, Storm and Tempeſ?, 
Heat and Cold, Rain and Drought, may all of 'em ſucceſ. 
fively turn his Enemies, and prove the greateſt Plague and 

Vexation to his diſcontented Soul, 5 
But if a lucky Conjuncture of good Seaſons, of fair Wes. 
ther, and proſperous Fortune, ſhould favour the Defigns of 
this wealthy Man; yet he may not be {9 happy as his Spe. 
ctators imagine; nor, fo eafie in his Poſſeflions. as that 
deſpicable Wretch, who licks the Crumbs under bis Table, 
For every Day s Experience may convince us, that a plen. 
tiful Eſtate draws a diſmal Train of Miferies at the Heels 
of it, and ſubjects the Occupier to innumcrable Inconve- 
niences, 
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Man or a Fool. It is in vain ro ſuppoſe, ha 
my Houſe ſhall continue for ever, and that my dwel ing Fla WY 
ſhall endure from one Generation to another, and 
my Lands and Tenements be called after my on 
Name; when it is not in my power to entail Wilon Þ 
and Frugality, together with mine Inheritance, upon my] 
Poſterity. The Prodigality of an Heir may unravel all 
my Schemes of Greatneſs; orthe Default of ue fu. 
ſtrate my moſt promiſing Expectations: The Diſobedtence Þ 
of a Child may imbitter the Refidue of my Days; or the Þ 
Misfortune of a Match, bring my gray Hairs with Sorrow ] 


Glory of them, that were the deluding Baits 
which the Devil would have tempted my Great Redeemer 
with: And if 1 defign to follow his Example, and to main- 
tain the Character of a Chriſtian Diſciple, I muſt diſdain 
the Propoſal, and check the Inſolence of the Offerer, with 
the ſame Courage and Magnanimity that he 
did: Get thee hence Satan; for I ſcorn to be 
enſnar'd with thy golden Baits; I ſcorn to barter my im- 
mortal Soul for the inconſiderable Income of this dirty 
World. If Riches encreaſe, I will never ſet my 
Heart upon them; bur will be liberal in the 

Diſteibution, and Moderate in the Uſe, rather than labori- 
ous in the Acquiſition, and ftingy in the Management of 
my Wealth. ; 


= 1. Of Riches. rog 


K: ences, which he might be otherwiſe freed from. For 
hey that will be rich, fall into Temptation and a 


Un 
Fare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, 1 Tim. C 


pich drown Men in Deſtruction and Perdition, 


From whence proceed Treachery and Violence, Mutiny and 


cliris, bur from the Love of Money, the Reo of all Evil ? 
9 Vhy did the curſed Judas betray his bleſſed Maſter, but 
for the Lucre of thirty Pieces of Silver? And why have fo 


any Falſe Profeſſors of Chriſtianity renounc'd their Bap- 
$:/m, and deny'd the Faith, bur to ſecure their Eſtates, and 


Ingratiate themſelves into the Favour of Tyrants ? 


'Twas the Kingdoms of this World, and the ,, 1 65 


Fer. 308; 


Pi. 62. 10. 


What! Tho' that God, who hath the Fulneſs of the Earth 


oer bis Diſpoſal, and all the Store-Houſes and Magazines of 
Nature under bis power, ſhould condeſcend to beftow ſome 


ſignal Marks of his Favour upon Me, the unworthieſt of 


bis Creatures > What! Tho' he ſhould place me in the 
Lircumſtances of his Servant Fob, and make me ſo much 
the Darling of his good Providence, as to plant an Hedge 
about me, and about my Houſe, and about all that „ 
I ade on every fide, and to bleſs the Works of my Jeb t. 19. 


Hand, and increaſe my Subſtance exceedingly in the Land 2 
Be not high. minded, O my Soul! Be not puffed up with this 


| proſperous and plentiful Condition: Bur conſider, that the 
ſame Almighty Hand which gave, has power to take away 


again : For as God can raiſe up the Poor out of 
the Duſt, and lift up the Beggar from the Dunghil 


1 Sam. 2. 8. 


| to ſet them among Princes, and make them inherit a Throne of 


Glory ; 
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Glory ; So He, with the ſame Eaſe can bring down 1 
Pomp and Exorbitancy of the Rich, and reduce the Miz 
Men of this World to the humble State of Vagrants: nl 
Pilgrims. For he never deſign'd that any Condition ff 
Life ſhould be fix'd or permanent upon Earth; and he ny 
ſhewn us the Vanity of our Deſires, by the Shorrneſ, is of oF 
Days, and the Uncertainty of our Enjoyments. What, | 


las! ſignifie Stately Houles and Rich Furniture, to hy 5 2 
Man, who muſt preſently change his Habitation, and / m 


in the Duſt, and be clothed with Corruption ? Whar does 


fignific, to be always upon Projects and Contrivances . 


the ſake of a little momentary Wealth, and to encomp, 


Sea and Land for the Increaſe of our Store, or the Inlarge q : 
ment of our Territories? Death will quickly put a ech a 


to our Pretenſions, and bersave us of all our envy'd Pol. 


ſeſſions, excepting only ſo much of chis Carch, as will core? 


a noiſom and rotten Carcaſs, 
Why then ſhould | make ſuch a Noiſe and Buſtle 11700 


the Stage, and think this World to little for me, when mm 


{mall Pittance of a Grave muſt contain me? W hy hon 
my Deſires {well ro ſuch an exorbitant Height; and Envy 
ſo far tranſport my envenom'd Mind, that another's Hap: 
eſs ſhou!d be the Occaſion of my Miſe „% Why ſhould my 
Power or Wealth Prot ect me in Tyranny and Oppreſſion; 
and my Neighbour's Ewe-Lamb be ſlain to entertain m 
Gueſts, when my own numerous Flocks and Herds remain 
unrouch'd 2 Why may. nor Mordecai have a Share 1n the 
King's Favour, as well as my ſelf; and poor Naboth enjo; 
a little Vineyard. but rhar the Pleaſantneſs of its Situation, 

and its Nearneſs to my large Poſſeſſions, ſhould occafion m 

to raviſh it from him ? If I make haſte to be rich by lach 
villainous Practices as theſe are, I ſhall foon precelxe tbe 
diſmal Effects of it. Gehazi's Lepraſie will cleave to my 
Avarice, and Sapphira's Fate attend my Perfidionſueſs. The 
beſt, I am ſure, that I can reaſonably expect, is, that if 1 
have ſwallewed down Riches by [njuſtice and Ex- 
action, I muſt vomit them up again with b Shams 

and Remorſe : For God {hall either caſt themout of my Bel) 
by Violence, or turn them to Gall and Bitterneſs upon my 

Conf ſcience; ſo that in the Fulneſs of Suffci- 
ency, I ſhall be in Straits and Agonies;” and in 
the very mi Tow of Plenty, periſh with Hunger and Thir! 
| POEM 


Verſe 22, 
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1 *& Mo 
1 2 he Prayer of Acun 1 . a, from Proverbs 30. 
mM Ver. J, 8, 9. : 
M = TE are my Words, and mod rate my Deſire: 
1 1 7 Lord! Grant thy Suppliant what his Wants require, 


Let not Ambition mount my Soul on high, 
mo And toſs me on the Wings of Vanity 
Bride my Tongue in my licentious Youth, 

8 E ; Y And ler my Lips obey the Laws of Truth. 

„ 0! Ler nor Poverty my Soul deprels, 

gf . Nor Plenty, drown me in her looſe Exceſs : 

"ar . Z The dan'grous Conſequence of Both] fear; 
2 ant is a Curle, and — are a Snare. 

| Lord! Keep thy Servant! in the Golden Mean, 
Pree from the Dangers of each wild Extream, 
. Convenient Food is only what I with. 

; I In ſome low Cox, and in an homely Diſh. 


4 The Beggar grows by Poverty prophane, 
" Z Ez aſphemes his God, and ridicules his Name: 
i | His needy Lips are prone to Perjury, 
And filching Hands, his raging Wants ſupply, 


The Rich Man too is bloated into Pride; 
Admires himſelf, and laughs ar all beſide. 
No Thanks to Heav'n for what it has beſtow'd ; 
His Gold s the Temple, and himſelf che God. 


. HT N NI. 
0 1 > Here be ſome that pur their truſt in their Goods, and 4 boat 


themſelves in the Multitude of their Riches; (Pf. 49. 6.) 


: 1 That heap up Silver as the Duſt, and prepare Rayment as the 
Cay; (Job 27. 16) 


* . That 


2 CY = V n wy 4 <; 
Fe TT GET ea 2 * 4 - 


* 

: 
1 
[ 
9 

40 
5 
* 
1. 

} 


112 T he Devout Soul. 8 Book II. 


That pull dewn their Barns, and build greater; and ſay ty 
their Souls, Eat, drink and be merry. (Luke 12. 18, 19,) 
Brit woe unto him that encrenſeth that which is not bis and 
to him that ladeth himſelf with thick Clay. (Hab. 2. 6) \ 
Woe to him that coveteth an evil Covetouſneſs to his Henk, 
and delighteth to ſet his Neſt on high. (V. 9.) | 
Reſtyce not thou, O my Soul, becauſe thy "Wealth is great, 
and on? thy Hand hath gotten much. (Job 31. 25.) 
Male not Gold thy Hope ; nor ſay unto rs Gold, Thou ot 
my Confidence. (V. 24) 
Be not greedy to add Money to Money; nor ſer thy Heat 
upon Uſury and Exaction. (Tob. 5. 18.) 
Io be rich towards God, is thy Chriſtian Privilege; and 
Treaſure in Heaven 1s the ſecureſt Poſſeſſion. (Luke 12. 21.) 
Nothing is durable on this fide the Grave; and nothing 
to be depended upon before the Hour of Death. 
Our Gold and Silver may be canker d upon Earth, and the 
Ruſt of them be a Witneſs againſt us in Heaven. (James 
5. 3.) 
But the Bags which wax old, are provided by Charity: q 
and Alms will ſecure us from Eternal Death. (Luke 12. 
33. 


537 M NN 


| 13 grieved at the Wicked and Oppreſſor; Ido alſo ſee th: 
Ungodly in ſuch Profperity. (Pl. . 3) 


For they are in no peril of Death; but are luſty and ſtrong. 


(V. 4) 
Their Bull gendreth, and faileth not ; their Cow N and 
caſteth not her Calf. (Job. 21. 1% 


And this is the Cauſe that they are ſo bolden with Pride, and 
overwhelmed with Cruelty. (Pl. 73. 6.) 
Their Eyes ſwell with Fatneſs, and they do even what the) 
luſt. (V. 7.) 
7 They corrupt others, and ſpeak of wicked Mabbemiless Their 
talking is againſt the Moſt High. (V. 8.) 


For they ſtretch forth their Mouth unto the Heaven, and thiir 


Tongue 2 gceth thro the Worid. (V. 9.) 


Lo! 


8 f pee : 
1 5 


— . 
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5 ! Theſe are the 'Ungodl, ol. proſper upon the Earth, 
and 47500 have Riches in poſſeſſion. (V. 12.) 

£ At this my Faith began to ſtagger, and my Pariavics arid 

Fubmiſſion were like ro forſake me. 

= My Feet were almoſt gone, and my Treadings had well nigh 
pt, (V. 2.) | 

£1 Fa I went into the Sanctuary of God: Then underſtood I 

ü Y the End of theſe Men, (V 16.) 

> Namely, how thou haſt ſet them in Aipperz Places, and caſteſt 
E them down, and deſtroyeſt them. (V. 17.) | 

; . Oh ! How ſuddenly do they conſume, periſh, and come to 4 

3 * fearful End! (V. 18.) 

Fur they ſhall ſoon be cut down like the Grafs, and be withered 

ist the green Herb, (PC. 37. 2.) 

Tia, even like as a Dream when one awaketh, þ Hal thou 

male their Image to vaniſh out of the City.! (V. 19.) , 

Pret not thy ſelf, therefore, O my Soul, becauſe of the Ungod- 

h; neither be thou envious againſt the Evil-doers.3"(V. I.) 
Poor better is a little with the Fear of the Lord, than great 

| Treaſure, and Trouble therewith. (Prov. 15. 16.) 

Better is a little with Righteouſneſs, than great Revenues 
without Right, (Ch. 16. 8.) 

For he that loveth Silver, ſhall not be e with Silver, 

nor he that loveth Abundance, with Increaſe. (Eccl. 5. 10.) 

© But that which the Lord hath given thee to live with, wilt 

alice thee ; and more will be but Vanity and Vexation of Spi- 

kt, (Tob. . 10. Beck 4+ +) 


i OO PRAYER 


Eu. . 


9 
** 

3 

* 
” 
4 

Ns 5 
1 

& 


| 
5 
70 
A 
4 
: 
\ 


DE LAY En 


CG —— — — — 


| 
| 
| 


The Devout Soul. Book III | 


PRATER I. 


God, the Diſpoſer of all things, and Governour of a 

Mea; Let thy Providence defend, and thy Mercy ſup. 
port thy unworthy Servant. Lord, I am not high-minded, 
neither do I place my Deſires upon great Things. Do thou! — 


keep me from the Temprarions of Greatneſs, and reach me 


Contentment in every Stare of Life: So that my Soul may 


be ar leiſure for Divine Meditations and Spiritual Exer. 


ciſes, and thy Grace may enable me to go thro' the ſever; 
Parts of my Duty, without the Fatigue of any World 
Clogs aud Iucumbrances. Amen. 


FN God, who didſt accept the Two Mites of a poor Wide 

more than all the rich Preſents that were caſt into the 
Treaſury ; Grant, that I may ſo husband my little Concern 
in this World, as to ingratiate my ſelf into thy Favour, and 
endear the Divine Goodneſs to my Soul. Give me Grace 
to make uſe of thy Bleſſings to better purpoſes than the 
pampering of the ſenſual Appetite; and by a charitable 
Diſtribution of the Mammon of Unrightcouſneſs, to ſecure 
an Intereſt in a more durable Inheritance, that finally a 
my Departure hence, I may be receiv'd into the everlaſting 
Habirations prepar'd for the Faithful by Chriſt Jeſus 


Amen. 


CHD. 


c. II. 


* 2d e Ta oo I are TAS 


p | CHAP. II. 
| | f HONOUR: 


— 


e 3 | 3 5 


1 Mioſes, when he was come to Tears, refuſed to bz calted the 
5 Son of Pharaot!'s $ Daughter. 


MEDITATION. 

F all the Vices. which the Corruption of my Na- 

ture ſubjects me to, I find none ſo prevalent as 
3 That, which caſt my Firſt Parents out of Paradiſe : 
4 For Ambition lies {till in the Root of my Heart, and dil- 
covers it (elf in the moſt conſiderable Actions of my 
Life. Tho'Tam a Worm, and no May, I entertain the moſt + 
Elofry and aſpiring Thoughts of my ſelf, and am unwilling 
to brook a Superior, or ſtrike under a Rival. 


2 45 
5 £ 


- O Lord! Mortifie my Pride, and confine my Ambition. 
7 1 Teach me, how the lofty Links of Men ſhall be 8 
Vunbled, and the Haughtineſs of Man fhall be 

5. , ebrought 4 What is this Honour which I gave after? 


What is this Worldly Applauſe which I ſneak for to the F 
&Rabble, and court the Scum of the People to obtain? Alas! 7 
lt is nothing but an empty and founding Trifle; a thin and 
Fairy Bubble, which is raiſed by popular Breath, and 10 
hat the Mercy of rhe giddy and unſettſed Multitude, | 
break 4 ſoon as they pleaſe. © Fame and pag 

Authority and Prefermenr, have been always reckon'd 
by wiſe Men, amongſt thoſe things which are not in our 
| 4 | Power, bur depend upon the various Humours and Incli- 
.! nations of others “.“ They may be conlerr'd | or with- 
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holden at pleaſure; and thoſe. who give, not thoſe ub 
receive, are the proper Maſters and Owners of they, 
They are in their own Nature mutable and unconſtan, Bi: 
weak and ſervile, liable to be controul'd, and ſubject o 
Oppoßition. He har courts the Vulgar, forfeits his Liber. 
ty, and is a Slave ro thoſe whom he deſigns ro rule. He? 
can never be ſecure in the Poſſeſſion of his Honour, or the 
Favour of his Dependents ; but may as ſoon reſtrain the 
Reaping of the Sea, as the Madneſs of the People; and com. 
mand the One to be calm, as well as the Other unan. 
mous. 

But after all the Pains and G aſter all the Bri. 
bery and cringing to be mov'd higher than our Neighbour; 
the Promotion it ef is not really valuable, nor the Pur. 
chaſe worth the Hazard and e Attendance ani 
Retinue is bur Noiſe aid Fatigue; Titles and Precedenc: 
bur lncumbrance and Oftentation, My Table is never th? 
more inviting, becaule it is throng'd with Waiters ; nd te; 
my Meat rhe more palatable for being ſerv'd up in Par. 
My Thrift is not the ſooner quench'd, becauſe I drink on 
of Silver and Gold; nor my Sleep the more refreſhing, 
for ſtretching my wanton Limbs on 4 Couch, or lying on « 
Bed of Ivory. Did nor my meek and humble Maſter com 
remn all the State and Grandeur of this World; and clue 
Fi. 2. 6, rather to appear in the Form of a Servams, tha 

in the Quality of a Prince? When the Pech 
world have took him by force to have made him a King, he mo. 
deftly withdrew himſelf from rhe Honour, and refusd 
Crown with greater Satisfaction, than other aſpiring Per: 
ſons would rake one, 

Now, this is the Divine Precedent which T would cop 
after; and rhe Terms of my Admiffion into his Church, 
oblige me to withſtand the Allurements of Senſe, and bil 
adieu to the dazling Greatneſs of this World. Alas! lam 
no more to be valu'd for a Title of Honour, or a Diſtinction 
of Quaity, tor being wrapt in Purple and fine IAnnen, 0 
bedeck: with Pearls and Jewels, thana Bird for his {h1o109 
Feathers, or an Horte for his gaudy Trappings and rich 
Furniture. My Worth is not to be taken from this Pom. 
pous Shew, and gliirering Outfide ; but from tt 
Virtues aud Graces, thoſe truſy honourable Qualiries 
which iche within, To ſee my Threſhold beter with bun 
8⁰0 
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ry petitioners, and to have always the Fatigue of re- 
eiving and anſwering Addreſſes, and to run the riſque of 
Mingring many, whilſt it may be only in my power to oblige 
ie, is the greateſt Vexation and Inconveniencs imagina— 
die. Who in this Caſe would bear the Brunt of Envy and 
alice, for a Ginge or a Nod, or perhaps an higher Seat 
han another Man? Who would facritice the Eaſe and 
he Quiet of his own Mind to an aſpiring and inſolent Hu- 
n. our? Who would part with his preſent Joys for imagi- 
- Wpary Reverſfions and Titular Diſtinctions ? Crowns and 
| $cevrers re but Golden Toys, and glaring Miſeries; and 


„the moſt ſpiendid Monarch in the Univerle is but a more 
„ honourable Slave: His Palace is his Confinement, and his 
. Officers of State are but the Keepers of his Priſon: His Soul 
n bas reaſon to be uneaſie in the midſt of Pomp and Gran- 
Fe eur; and may envy the peaceable and unmolefted Stare 
he 


1 meaneſt Peaſant in his Dominions. Oh! How ſur- 
feited is he with Company, and ſick with Greatnels; and 


. if he dar'd but ſpeak his own Thoughts, how willingly 
Ont Vould he exchange his Court for a Retirement, and diſ- 
„ rbarge the Attendance of fawning and officious Sycophants, 


or the more innocent Enjoymeurs of Streams and Groves ? 
= Why therefore, O vain and afpiring Mortal! ſhould'tt 
hou be ſo amus'd with Noiſe and Pageantry ? Why ſhould'ſt 
thou be carried away with the gaudy and deluding Scenes 
of Greatneſs 2 Tell me, O thou ſelfconceited and ambiti— 
Eons Creature, who art fo ſollicitous to be talk'd of after 
Death, and to tranſmit thy Memory with Advantage to Po- 
ſterity! Doſt thou conſider, that thy © Honour and Name 
will grow leis in the next Generation, and flag upon the 


Ml 
19 


nv 


d 


i Courſe; and like a Ball that is handed from one to anc- 
ich ther, be dropt at the laſt? Doſt thou conſider, that it hab- 


pens in the Buſineſs of Fame, as it does to one Heap of 


at Fand thrown upon another? A new Glory eclipics an 
100888” old one; and the latter Age 1s a ſort of Extingulmher to 
„u the former“. For that which now is, in the 
eg %s to come ſhall be forgotten, and the Re- 
rich membrance of a Wile Man thall fiand upon no ſuter Foor- 
7 Jing-than the Extravagances of a Fool. The Acticus of 
rh: : 
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Name ſhining in the Annals of thy Country? What does 


JW HAT raging Tumor has poſſeſt 


What is it gives me ſuch a Senſe 
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Alexander and Cyrus are now read for Romances.; the 
Names of Camillus and Ceſar begin to be antiquated, and 
thoſe of our Modern Heroes will meer with the ſame 
Fate. 

But granting for once, that your Monuments and Men were 
Immortal; that Braſs and Marble would never decay, and 
Heroic Actions would embalm the Memory of the Agents, 


and tranſmit 'em fre ſh and lively to all Poſterity: Vet what ö T 


alas! does it ſignifie, to have thy Titles enroll'd, and thy 


it ſignifie, to have Hiſtory ſwell'd with the Relation of thy 
Birth and Family; and thy Noble Actions recorded by the 
greateſt Maſters of Wit and Eloquence 2 What (I (ay) 
does all this fignifie, when thou thy ſelf arr capable of 
knowing nothing of the matter, nor canſt propole the leak 
Advantage from whatever Opinion Poſterity may have of 
thee ? | | 


* : 4 q — a Kt 
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The haughty Empire of my Breaſt ? 


Of my ill-grounded Excellence? 
Why ſhould my babling Tongue relate 
My Praiſe at ſuch a fulſom rate? 


Ambitien makes my Soul aſpire ; 
And Pride, with an imperious Brow 
Does from the flatt'ring Croud require 
The Homage which was ne'er my due. 


y” A”. , „ oth A ty . }RÞ9ÞL A forwd at Dt 


+, Wan , 


[ loveto ſee the gaping Throng 
Admire me as I pals along, 
I love, with ſplendid Equipage, 

And rich Retinues to engage | - 
The Fond Spectator's wondring Eyes, 1 


And hear his Lips proclaim my Praiſe. £1 


1 lovg 


h. II. OF Honour. 
0 love the loud Huzza's ſhould ring, 
9 45 he Poet» write, the Virgins ſing: 
And I, the Subject of their Song, 
always employ their artful Tongue. 
6 bi love the Titles of the Great, | | 
d 5 he Grandeur and Parade of State, 5 
„ whit Thonſands ar my Levee walt; 
And 1 with a Majeſtic Nod, 
1 * awe the People, like a Cod. 


From Eaſt to Weſt I'd ſpread my Name, 
e Like the young Macedonian's Fame: 
his Uaiverſe ſhou'd be my Slave, 

of WW And then a new made World ld craves 

t And trembling Kings ſhould think it great 
of Jo lay their Scepters at my Feet. | 


I 0 


n 


3 Vain childiſh Man ! Thy ſelf to pleaſe 
- © ith ſuch deluding Thoughts as theſe! 
Vain Man! To think ſubſtantial Joys 
þ Depend upon the Rabbles Noiſe! 
60, try the ſad Experiment, 
And truſt a fawning Sycophant. 
Yo like a Meteor in rhe Air, 
And blaze awhile, then diſappear. 
60, climb Fame's Pinnacle, And fir 
1 the ſtipp'ry Top . 
And from thy envy'd Grearneſs throw 
| A ſcornful Look on Crowds below. 
| But ſee how ſoon thy ſickly Brain 
| Turns round, and can its Height maintain: 
© Giddy and drunk thou ſtep'ſt awry 
T' Effect of being rais'd ſo high, 
| Is but to make the Fall more great, . 
| And haſten on thy lingring Fate. +. 


* 
1 EY — 5 e wh 
E EOS ond 4 po 


| The Mob, the crafty Stareſman's Tool, 
10 hiſs the Wiſe, and clap the Fool; 
The Mob, who always love or hate 
b Humour, not by Reaſon's Rule ; 
| With joyful Eyes ſurvey thy Fate. 
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The Mob careſs the Riſing Son; 
His Morning-Luſtre ſtill adore; 
But when Declenſion hurries on, 


As ſoon deſpiſe his dwindling Pow'r. 


Thele are the Patrons of thy Rite, 
The buſie Flatt'rers of thy Luſt; 
Who now applaud thy Miſeries, 
And ſpurn thy Honour in the Duſt, 


[| —_ 


RYMN 1 


MP being in 1 abideth not: He is 5 like the Beaf 


that periſh. (PL. 49. 12.) 
Tho' his Excellency mounts up to the Heavens, and his Head 
reacheth unto the Clouds; (Job 20. 6.) 


Tet he ſhall die like one of the People, and periſÞ for ever Uke 
his _=_ Dung. 7. 


He ſhall fly away as a Dream, and ſpall not be found : yer, 


be ſhall be chaſed away as a Viſi on of the Nighe. (V. 8.) 


How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Luciter, Son of the 


Morning? How art thou caſt down to the Ground, which didit 


weaken the Nations? (Ila. 14. 12) 

For thou haſt ſaid in thy heart, I will aſcend into Heaven; 
will exalt my Throne above the Stars of God. (V. 13.) 

I will aſcend above the Heights of the Clouds; I will be lik; 
the Moſt High, (V. 14.) 

Tet thou ſhalt be brought down to Hell, to the ſides of tle 
Pit. (V. 15 

All thy Nugmies ſhall ſay unto thee, Art thou alſo become weak 
as wer Art thou become like unto us? (V. 10.) 

Is this the Man that made the Earth to tremble, that did 
ſhake the Kingdoms ? . 16.) 
' That made the World as a Milder neſt, and deſtroyed the Cities 
thercef ; that opened not the Houſe of bis Priſmners * (V. IJ.) 

Alas! Thy Pomp is brought down to the Grave; the Worn: % 
for eas under thee, end the Wor ms cover thee, (V.11.) 


HY Ms 


1 


Of Honour. 


HYMN II. 


80 nat of tbe Lord Pre-eminence, neither of the King 


the Seat of Honour. (Ecclus. J. 4.) 
Juſtiſie not thy ſelf before the Lord, and boaſt not thy ſelf 


E before the King. (V. 5) 


Put not forth thy ſelf in the Preſence of the King, and ſtand 


b ; not in the place of great Men. (Prov. 25. 6.) 


For better it is that it had been ſaid unto thee, Stand up 


5 higher, than that thou ſhouldeſt be put lower in the Preſence of 
the Prince, whom thine Eyes have ſeen. ( . 


let another Man praiſe thee, and not thine own Mouth; £4 


4 Stranger, and not thy own Lips. (C 27. 2.) 


For whoſoever exalteth himſelf, ſhall be abaſed ; and be that 


3 humbleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted. (Matt. 23. 12.) 


For tho the Lord be high, yet hath he reſpect unto the Lowly ; 


] i but the Proud he beholdeth afar off. (Pf. 138. 6.) 
He ſeorneth the Scorners, and diſdaineth the Haughty: 
a centrite Heart is the Habitation of his Spirit. (Pr. 3. 34.) 


Thoſe that honour him, he will honour ; and thoſe that deſpiſe 


: him, ſhall be lightly eſteemed. (1 Sam. 2, 30.) 


For to the Meek he hath promiled the K:ngdom of Heaven; 


and the Poor in Spirit are the faireſt ede for Lmmor- 
$ tality. 


Be not there fore hig h- minded, nor exerciſe thy ſelf in Mat- 


ters which are too great for thee. CPL-134; 125) 


Be not ambitious of the Title of Rabbi; nor vainly af- 


tect the Greetings in the Markets, (Luke 11. 49.) 


(over not the uppermoſt Seats in the Synagogues, nor aim 


| to be diſtinguiſhed at the Feaſts of Nobles. 


But refrain thy Soul, and keep it low, like as a Child that is 


| weaned from his Morher : Tea, let thy Soul be even as a weaned 
Child. (Pf. 131. 3.) 1 85 


PRAYER 
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Mortification here, in humble Expectance of Glory and 
Immortality hereafter, amen. 


The De vout Sul. Book III 


P RATE R 1, 
Exch me, O Lord, the true Reaſons of my being pl, 


ced for a ſhorr time upon Earth; and inſtead of fol. 


—_ — 


lowing the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, let my 


Thoughts be fixed upon the Glories of Eternity. Amen, 
PRATER Il. 


Bleſſed Jeſus! O endearing Saviour! Let the ſane 

Mind be in me, which was in thee, and the ſame 
Principle of Meekneſs and Humility poſſeſs my Soul, 
which diſcover'd ir ſelf in all the Actions of thy Life, 
Let others enjoy the Honours and Pleaſures of this 
World: But let me eſteem it the higheſt Privilege to be 
thy Diſciple, and to live in a State of Debaſement and 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. 
Of PLEASURE. 


IE 


= R O M. 13. 14. | 
| Male no Proviſion for the F/ eſb to fulfil the Luſts thereof. | 


FF MEDITATION. | 


8 J am liable to be! 1mpos'd upon by Senſual Ob- 
jects, and to be carried away by falſe Notions of 
F Things in general; ſo am I apt to put a fatal Cheat 
upon my ſelf in that particular Judgment I make of True 
4 Pleaſure, For my Paſſions being the ſtronger Part of me, 
and perpetually at hand, and what is work of all, fierce, 
| forming, and imperuous ; I am oftentimes prevail d upon 
: to comply roo far with their unjuſt Demands, and to grati- 
* fie my Fleſh to the prejudice of my Reaſon. Bur if I would 
but conſulr the Oracles of God, and be influenc'd by the 
3 | Practice of Wiſe Men, I muſt either morti fie my Paſſions, 
or be content to ſacrifice my Soul, For rhe Gratification 
J | of Senſe, and the Attainment of Salvation, are alrogether 
E incompatible one with another: They are as diſtant as 
Light and Darkneſs; and like two inveterate Enemies, 
can never be reconcil'd. The Fleſh luſteth a- _ 
Fainſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh ; Gab fo” 3% 
and theſe two are contrary, Their Parties are oppoſite, and 
their Pretenſions various, and the Intereſt which they carry 
on, is deſtructive to each other. 
Thar chearful Aſpect and flatrering Dreſs, which Pleaſure 
preſents her ſelf in, is but a gilded Bairto entrap the Un- 
wary, Or a more {pecious Shew to deceive the Innocent. 


3 

; For 
* 

3 

* . 

* F 
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For ſhe kiſſes and ſtabs ; ſmiſes in the Face, and preys up. 
on the Vitals at the ſame time. * The Huntſman thy 
'« with much Labour and Hazard takes a wild Beaſt, runs 
« as great a riſque afterwards in the preſerving of him: 
For many times he rurns refractory and untractable tg 
“ his Keepers, and tears out the Throat of his very Ma. 
« ſter: And tis the ſame thing with inordinate Pleaſures, 
% the more in Number, and the greater they are, the more 
« general and abſolute a Slave is the Servant of them, 
Let the common People pronounce a voluptuous Man ag 
«© happy as they pleaſe, he pays his Liberty for his Wan. 
'& tonneſs, and throws in his Soul for the Gratification of 
% his Body *”. For tho' a ſenſual Delight may ar preſent 
be ſweet in the Mouth, and grateful to the Deprav'd Appe- 
tite; yet it turns to Gall and Vinegar in the Stomach, and 
goes off with Nauſeouſneſs and Kemorſe in the End. The 
Digeſtion is uneaſie, and the Effects are pernicious; and 
after Nature has taken her full Swing, ſhe loaths and ab. 
hors a ſecond Enjoyment. Every one deals with his Luft, 
| as Judah dealt with his Davghter-in-law Tamar, 
flirſt enjoys it, and then thruſts it out from him 
The very Thoughts of ir are uneaſie after Fruition, and 
the Preſence is odious and offenfive when the Appetite is 
once pall'd, and the imperuous Heat of the Detires 
cool'd. Ariſe, and be gone, cries the ſated Debauchee: 
2 Sam. 13, Put now this Woman out from me, and bolt the Dow 
18. 17 after her; for the Hatred wherewith I hate ber, ii 
greater than the Love wherewith ] loved her. . 

I think, no Man ſtands in need of a more convincing 
Argument againft Bodily Pleaſure, than that dreadful Train 
of Miſeries which are the Fatal Effects and Attendants of 
It. | 


Gen. 38. 


Gluetony and Exceſs produce a Dulneſs and Diffolution 
of Spirit; bring Clouds and Darkneſs upon the Under: 

ſtanding, and lay all its noble and ſprightly Faculties in a 

Trance, ER | 

We are poiſon'd in the very Pleaſures of Luxury, and 
© betray d to a thouſand Diſeaſes by rhe indulging of ou 


Palate, and the gratifying of our Appetite f“ 


— 


® Seneca. + Seneca. 
Drun b. 
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n. Inn. Of Pleaſure. 125 
Drunbenneſs and Intemperance weaken and enervate the 
Body, and engage a Man in Broils and Quarrels, in Duels 
and Murders : For who hath Woe ? Who hath Sorrow 2 Who 
bath Mounds without Cauſe ? Who hath Redneſs 


Hes? They that tarry long at Wine, they that 


1 


Pr. 23.29, 30. 
fel mixt Wine. „ 

What does the luſtful Adulterer gain by the Encroach- 
ment he makes upon another Man's Property, and by de- 
taining his Neighbour's Wife from his Boſom > The amorous 
BE Glances and laſcivious Looks of an Harlot are but ſo many 
EZ poiſonous Darts into his Soul: Her fond Carefles and looſe 


2 


EZ Behaviour, leave a noiſome and rotten Diſtemper in his 


Bones; And tho her Lips drop as an Honty- comb, 


3 . . Pr. $+ 3s 0a 
and her Mouth is ſmoother than Oil; yet her End © 3 


Er , | 

nd ii bitter as Wormwood, and ſharper than a two-edged Sword, 
ne Did not the mighty Sampſon loſe all his Strength by 
nd WS ſeeping on the Knees of a Dalilah? And did 4 bs. 56. bs; 
ib. not the ſoft and deluding Charms of Love ex- 
t, pole him to the ſevereſt Fetters of the Philiſtines? Thus 


bis Miſtreſs firſt made him a Slave, and then 


n. te People ſoon put out his Eyes, and forc'd him * * 


to grind in the Priſon-Houſe. | | 
= Did not Herod alſo commit Murder upon his beloved 


e 4s 7 to ſatisfie the Revenge of a looſe and wanton He- 
e: rodias ? And what is more common in our Days, than to 
oor ſee tw O Hectors diſpute the Prize of Debauchery with the 


Sword, and to ſend one another reeking from the Arms of 
2 Strumpet, to the hotter Embraces of the Furies of Hell? 
nv 


ng And now, is this the Pleaſure, O my Soul! for which 
uin thou art to diſcard thy Innocence? ls this the Goddelis 
of MW which gains ſuch a Number of Proſelytes upon ſuch ſlender 
& Encouragement ? It is a Shame for a Man to place his 
n © Felicity in thoſe Entertainments and Appetites that are 
er. „ ſtronger in Bruits. Do not Beaſts eat with a better 
1a © Stomach ? And have they not more Satisfaction in their 


Luſt ** Are not their Senſes quicker and more laga- 
nd cious ? And is not their whole Animal Life more adapted 
zur to Enzoyments ? ?“ Nay, they have not only a quicker Re- 
| © liſh of their Plealures, but they enjoy them without 
Scandal or Remorie. If Senſuality where Happinels, 


22 — — _— 


— — 
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Seneca, Pe 
n. 5 5 «© Beaſts 


40 4 . 
_ 


7 


% Beaſts were happier rhan Men: But human Feliciry WM 


Delights, and ſpeedily extricate thy ſelf from that Softnej ® i 
and Effeminacy into which thou art immerſt. Don't py 


condeſcend to parley with the Enemy: But when once thy 


on a wanton and voluptuous Sodom. 


Grave on the Tablets of a render Heart. 


And from the Harlot's Charms ſecure thy Youth, 


, * * * 


: 
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* lodg'd in the Soul, not in the Fleſn“; and reſults fra 5 
the Exerciſe of Virtue, not from the Gratification of Me 


Palare. £ 
For ſhame then abandon the Corruption and Deprarini; 

of Fleſh, and turn a deaf Ear to the Propoſals of debauchzM 

Nature. Fly, fly from the dangerous Embraces of ſenſyyM& 


any vain confidence in thy own Virtues, or ſo muchy 


haſt eſcap'd the Temptation, keep ar a convenient diſtancy 
from the Danger, and never caſt back one wiſhful Eye uy. 


M 8 M- 
The Seventh Chapter of Proves Tranſlated, 
Y Son! To wholſom Precepts lend an Ear "RE 


Hearken with Rev'rence. and obey with Care. 
Son! What an aged Father's Lips impart, 


To ev'ry Finger ſome Inſtruction bind, 

And hide the matchleſs Treaſure in thy Mind. 
Then Ape ſhall crown thee with her Golden Days, 
And Wiſdom by unerring Dictates guide thy Ways. 
Wiſdom ſhall lead thee ro the Source of Truth, 


The Harlor's Charms with Horror I relate; 
So oft my Eyes have ſeen the fatal Cheat, 
And warn'd the Cully from the tempting Bair. 


ͤ— — 
— — 


Seneca. 


| h. III. a Of Pleaſuve. 127 
nas at the Window of my Houſe I ſtood, 
ad view'd the Actions of the Multitude; 
dau a Youth diſtinguiſh'd by his Mien, 
BS dy without, but void of Senſe within: 
aw bim paſs the Lanes intriguing End, 
Jad to th' adjacent Stews directly tend. 


as at che time, when the laborious dun 
WS; i'd his Stage, and Twilight haſten'd on ; 


ES nd dusky Ev'ning introduc'd the Night, 
$WTThe proper Seaſon for unchaſt Delight :) 

For Night her fable Wings ſpreads over Fear, 
and friendly Darkneſs hides th' Adulterer. 
EThen out the Harlot bolts in looſe Attire. 
Fubtil in Thought, bur flagrant with Deſire; 
Charming with mighty Love's deluding Art, 
he takes the callow Youth's unguarded Heart. 
No fingle Place confines the Strumpet᷑s Stay; 
She wanders ev'ry where in queſt of Prey: 
he lies purdue in ev'ry lurking Street, 

And tempts the Lover to her fatal Net. 

When ſhe has once enſnar'd the wiſh'd-for Prize, 
How to detain him all her Arts ſhe plies : 

She ranſacks all th' Artillery of Charms; 


= 
E 


Around his Neck throws her laſcivious Arms; 


wo 


And on his Lips imprints the melting Kiſs, 
E (The fatal Earneſt of miſtaken Bliſs:) 
Ihen, eager, claſps him in a ſoft Embrace, 
And thus accoſts him with a Whoriſh Face. 


| © T have prepar'd a coſtly Treat, my Dear ! 

Ihe Table flows with Wine and gen'rous Fare; 

| © To leek thy Face, I from my Lodgings move, 
And how my Spirits leap to find my Love ? 
Come, come, my Banquet with thy Preſence grace, 
And all the Night in Mirth and Muſic paſs. 

Ihe richeſt Furniture adorns my Bed, 

And fineſt Sheets are ſpread beneath my Head. 
All round the Walls the curions Carvings ſtand, 

|. Wrought by the niceſt Art of an Ægyptian Hand: 


] 1 
— 


| 


= REM — The 


128 The Devout Sonl. Book In 


« The Silken Carpet from the Perſian Loom, 
« And Spicy Treaſures from Arabia come, 


© And with their breathing Gums perfume my Room, 


% My Husband roo is oppoftunely gone, 

« Thy obliging Fool has left me all alone: 

% Tedious rhe Path, and diſtant is the Way, 

& And various Bus 'neſs will prolong his Stay: 

* No ſwift Return ſhall e'er ſurprize our Love, 
And make the promis'd Bliſs abortive prove. 


Theſe are the Arts, by which the File aſſails; 
Her Eyes ſollicit, and her Tongue prevail: 
The Magic enters, and the Youth's betray'd, 
And in ſoft Fetters to Deſtruction led. 

Like as ch' impriſon'd Fool, that fears no Pain, 
Loves the dark Dungeon, and will hug his Chain; 
Hoping, thoſe Irons which his Feet embrace, 
Ave Signs of Ornament; and not Diſgrace. 
Or, as the ſtupid Ox, with Garlands crown'd, 
Toſſes his Head, and proudly paws the Ground; 
Not thinking thar thoſe Fooleries 

Are but the Prelude to his Sacrifice; 

So the brisk Spark, whom Heat and Paſſion move, 
Purſues the Chale o'er all the Plains of Love, 
Proud of the Conqueſt, rill th' envenom'd Dart 
Pierces his Breaſt, and lodges in his Heart. 
Then, like a flutt'ring Bird, enſnar'd he lies, 

And to deſtructive Luft a Victim dies. 


Now hearken unto me, ye that are young, 
And weigh the wile Inſtructions of my Tongue. 
Be not ſeduc'd by wanton Pleaſure's Jous, 
Nor liſten to th' enchanting Harlor's Voice. 
Her killing Eyes, like Baſilisks, do wound, 

And evry Glance throws the ſtrong Hero down: 
Nor War, nor Famine, with their dire Alarms 

Can boaſt ſuch Conqueſt as her fatal Arms. 

Her Gloomy Houle leads to the Shades beneath, 

And ev'ry Room's the horrid Vaulr of Death; 

Where Poverty, Remorſe, and Auguiſh dwell, 

Our Plagues on Earth, and Punithments in Hell. 


HrMN 


Of Pleaſure. t29 


| 
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2. II. 
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Ome on, ſays the Epicure, let us enjoy the good things that 
me preſent, and let us ſpeedi'y uſe the Creatures like as in 
Toth. (Wiſd. 2. 6.) | | 
let us eat the Lambs out of the Floch, and the Calves out 
of the millſt of the Stall. (Amos 6. 4.) | 
Let 1s chant to the Sound of the Viol, and invent to our 
| elves Inſtruments of Muſick, like David. (V. 5.) 

lei us fill our ſelves with coſtly Wine, and let no Flower of 
e Spring paſs by us. ' (Wiſd. 2. 7.) 
let us crown our ſelves with Roſe-buds before they be wither. 
l, and anoint our Heads with the chief Ointments. (V. 8. 
mos 6. 6.) | + - 
let every one have his fill of Pleaſure, and none go withotte 
bbs part of Voluptuouſneſs. (Wild. 2. 9.) 
let us leave tokens of our Foyfulneſs in every place: For this 
Us our Portion, and our Lot i; thi. (V. 9.) 
hut, my Son, prove thy Soul in thy Life, and ſee what is evil 
Pr it, and give not that unto it. (Ecclus. 37. 27.) 
For all things are not profitable for all Men; neither hath e- 
Wer) Soul Pleaſure in every thing. (V. 28.) 
F theu giveſt thy Soul the Deſires that pleaſe her, ſhe will 
ale thee a Laughing: ſtock to thine Enemies that malign thee. 
ICh. 18. 31.) | | 
E Go not therefore after thy Luſts ; but refrain thy ſelf from 
Pline Appetites. (V. 30.) | | FE | 
Lahe no Pleaſure in much good Cheer, neither be tied to the 
KExDence thereof. (V. 32.) ö 
he not inſatiable in any dainty thing, nor too greedy upon 
Meats. (Ch. 37. 29.) LS . | 
For Exceſs of Meats bringeth Sickneſs, and Surfeiting will 
Umm into Choler. (V. 30.) | 
| By Surfciting have many periſhed ; but he that taketh becd; 
; aon ge th Life, (V. 31 „ 


To: N HYMN 
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HYMN Il. 


De hither, ye Sons of the Sorcereſs, the Seed of the Adil. 
terer, and the Mhore. (Ia. 57. 3.) 
gainſt whom do ye ſport your ſelves ? Againſt whom make y 

a 25 Mouth, and draw cut the Tongue? (V. 

Are ye not Children of Tranſgreſſi n, and Seed of Fa. ſboad 

bid.) 

| Inflaming your ſelves with 115% Ader every green Tree, ay} 
proſtituting yur ſelves 70 many Lovers. (V. 5 5 

How . ſhall 1 pardon thee for this, ſaith thee Lord ? Thy Chl 
dren have 5 {aken me, and ſworn by them that are no Gd, 

„ | 
0 hen " 5 d fed them to the full, then they conuletes Adil. 
tery, and «an themſelves by Troops in the Rariots Hiiſe, 
V. 7.) 

, They are 4 fed Florſes in the Morning, eve i one neigh of 
ter hu Neighbour's Wife. (V. 8) 

Shall I not vi fit for he things ? Shall not my Soul be aten 
ged on ſuch a Natiin as this is? EY; 9. 

Be not deceived ; neither Fornicators, nor Adulterers. nor ef. 
feminate, ſhall 5 10 into the Kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 6 6.9.16, 
Put away therefore your 1Phoredoms out of your hight, 4rd 
Jour Adulteries f om between your Breaſts. (Hoſea 2. 
Male a Covenant with your Eyes: For why K look 
7 Maid? (Job * 1 

Por if your Heart hath been deceived by a Woman ; or if u 
have laid wait at your Neighvour's Door; (V. 9.) 
This i an heinous Crime ; Jen, it i; an miquity fo be Pun e. 
ed by the Fud es. V. II.) 


Tt is a tire that conſumerh to Deſtruction, and which will root 
out all your Increaje, (V. 12.) 


PRAER 


Of Pleaſure. — 


P R 4 T ER I. 


Lmighty God, give me Grace, that J may caſt away 
EL the Works of Darkneſs, and put upon me 

the Armour of Light, now in the time of this Cell. for Fir 
mortal Life; that in rhe laſt Day, when our “““ Adv. 


1 Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come again in his glorious Majeſty 
b © judge both the Quick and the Dead, I may riſe to Life 
_ W Jinmorral, thro' him who liveth and reigneth with thee and 


the Holy Ghoſt, now and ever. Amen. 


ET: Nable me, O God, by the Help of thy Spirit, to en- 
counter with the Temptations and Flarteries of Sin, 
Land to. ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made nie 


„ee. Keep me allo from all ſuch Provocations, as may 
©) Wiiicover the Infirmities of my Nature, and lead me to a 
% breach of my Duty: And ler no unruly Paſſions diſturb 
e. Tranquilliry of my Breaſt, nor any of the cunning 


Artigces and Stratagems of Satan foment the Differences 
between God and wy Soul: And this, O Lord, I the more 
J Whirneftly ask of thee, becauſe I am not able of my ſelf to 
help my ſelf ; bur muſt entirely rely upon the Supports of 
thy Grace, and the Merits of my Redeemer. Amen, 


So Cab. 


"Ib 
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CHAP. IV. 
of BEAUTT, 


PS AL. 39. xt. 


. Thou makeſt hy Beauty to conſume away. 


MEDITATION. 


'NOME, my Soul! Let ns enter into private Reęaſon 
0 ney, and caimiy debate the Point about rhe intrin- if 
fic Value of thoſe thin 185. which fill thee with uch iſ civs 
lofty and Spring Thoughts. If thou waſt only blown w Feet. 
with a Senle of thy own Perfections, there might be ſom! Þ calit 
tolerable Excuſe for thy Pride; becauſe theſe are the ban 
Tranſcripts of the Divine Nature and Proofs of thy Orig: fider 
nal and Deſcent from God: But to ſtrut and ſwell upon WW ne! 
the ſcore of any thing that accrues to rhee by thy Union Wi Ba- 
with the Body, is a Diterace 2. to thy Native Worth, and too TI. 
mean a Condeſcenſion for a Being of thy Rank and Qu. ou 
lity. For why ſhould a Spirit pride it ſelf for being in-M Vai 
mers'd in Fleſh ; or an immo: = Svbſtance- glory for it fal | 
unhappy Cenjunction with Rottenneſs and Corruption? Part: 
This Body is no better than thy Cage and Confinemeat; Wi thy « 
and whilſt thou art admiring the Beauties of Fleſh and coſt! 
Blood, thou ſeemeſt ro be in love with the Charms cf wy be. 
Priſon, and to glory in the moſt abject State of Thraldem only 
and Slavery. The fineſt and moſt exquiſite Beauty in be Cod, 
Wor'd was compos'd of the fame Materials with the mot Pert 
horrid and ghaſtiy Piece of Deformity ; and the Hands «Ml cho 
Time vill throw them both into the common Maſs of Mat- rid 
ter again, and allow no Diſtinction Or Pre- eminence in the | 

| Grave. 
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rave. All that curious Embroidery of Nerves and Veins, 
char Shape and Figure, that Symmetry and Proportion of 
Parts, which are ſo much admir'd and extofl'd by all, are 
no Fence againſt Old Age and Diſtempers, no Exception 
Jagainſt the inevitable Laws of Mortality. For Beauty has 
» Down-fitring as well as her Up-rifing, and after her ſe- 
Nveral Changes and Revolutions, muſt come to her final 
period. Nay, it is well if ſhe be not arreſted in the midſt 
of her Courſe, and forc'd off rhe Stags before ſhe has half 
E ated her Part on it. For how often do we ſee a fine bla- 
ing and celebrated Thing array'd in the moſt ſumptuous 
I Apparel, and fer off with all the Charms of Art and Na- 
ture, whoſe G. lory is rarniſh'd in the midſt of her Pride, 
1 and whoſe Beauty is immediately ſmitten, and a 11 
ide Herod, eaten up of Worms, even whillt the 
is lording it upon a Throne, and receiving the noilſome Ac- 
clamations and fulſome Addreſſes of her Admirers? 
Conſider this, O ye haughty Daughters of Aion, who wall 
nich ſtretch d forth Necks and wanton Eyes, min- | 3. 16. 
Ecing as you go, and making a Tinkling with your 
Feet. Confider your immôderate Profuſenels and Prodi- 
E cality in Ear- rings and Bracelets, in Jewels and | 
F | changeable Suzts of Apparel: And in fine, con- 
ider how it ſhall come to paſs, that inſtead of a ſweet 
i Smell, there ſhall be a Stink ; inſtead of ſet- * 
Hair, Baldneſs, and Burning inſtead of Beauty: 
Theſe are Contide rations, O my Soul ! which are e- 
nough to mortifie thy Pride, and make thee put a flight 
Value upon all the Charms and Endowments of a Beauti- 
ful Body. Thou hadſt much better adorn thy Inward 
I Parts with the Virtues and Graces cf Religion n, and turnifh 
thy Cioler with Treatiſes of Devotion, than fi it with all rhe 
| coſtly Spices of Arabia: Thou had much better have it 
1 breathing out the Tncence of Praije and Than ding, (the 
| only Odour of a ſreet- ſmells ng Savour, v hich: is acceptable fo 
Cod.) than ro entertain the Senſes w ith the Pleatagtneſs of 
| Perfumes, or raife the Admiration of thy Vil rants with 
noſe expenſive Toys Shieh Ching and Japan lupply thy 
pride and Vanity wich. 


V. I 9, 20 . 
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POEM. 


Ho. are the Golden Hours of Morning ſpent, 


In tawdry Dreſs and wanton Ornament? 


This mouldring Frame, this putrid Lump of Clay, 


Does both our Treaſure and our Time employ : 
Vet all our Coſt, yer all our Rich Perfumes 
Can only cook a naſty Treat for Worms. 


Ab, Short-liv'd beauty! Ev'ry Malady, 


And ev'y thwarted Paſſion ruine thee, 


Anger and Rage prove hurtful to the Fair; 
Wrinkle her Brows, and diſcompoſe her Air, 
And ſobbing Grief will end in wan Deſpair. 
Even abject Fear with killing Pains is mixt, 
(Fear, the ſtrong Paſſion of the weaker Sex:) 
And fondeſt Love, repuls'd by cold Diſdain. 
Brings meager Sickneſs, with her ghaſtly Train. 


When Pphillis rouch'd the Lure, or Myra ſung, 
Around the Nymphs th' aſtoni lid Lovers throng 2. 
Bur now, nor Ph!//zs moves the artful Strings, 
Nor the hoarſe Accents pleaſe, when Myra tings. 


Corinna's Charms each raviſh'd Eye confeſs'd ; 
Bur when the Tyrant Fealoufie poſſeſs'd WER 
The glowing Breaft of rhe diſtruſtful Maid, 
Her Viſage hung, and all her Charms decay'd. 


O curſt * Diſeaſe! How fatal doſt thou prove 
To Chloe's Beauty, and to Strephon's Love ? 
How doſt thu rifle thoſe endearing Charms? 
Which brought the crivging Youth to Cælia's Arms? 
Hou doſt thon make the frantic Mother cry, | 

To ſee her tender Daughter's Bloom decay? 


+ — 


——_ __— 


2 The Smail-Pox, 
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With what ſtrange Fears thou fill'ſt the Husband's Head? 
(xnou curſed Terror to the Nuprial Bed!) 

And cool'ſt his Love, when on his deareſt Spouſe, 

ww imprinted Foorſtes of thy Wrath he views. 


© Since therefore Charms ſo ſuddenly decay, 
And envious Sickneſs bears our Bloom away; 
hy ſhould the ſtale and antiquated Laſs 
Repair the Breaches of her barter'd Face? 

| wy ſhou'd ſhe, by a ſtrange Coſmetic Art, 
Colour and Life to hagger'd Charms impart ? 

E Why ſhould the Paint, like Soil, ſo thick be laid 
b On the deep Furrows which old Time has made? 
Can Paint a ſecond Crop of Beauty brings d 

As Minter is ſucceeded by the Spring? 

q Or the young Phenix is begor by Flame 

From the ſweet Aſhes of his aged Dame? 


Wey Thou may ft a while criumphant reign ; 
But Time and Years will introduce thy Wain : 
| Thy Comely Features and thy Killing Eyes, 
(Which boaſt ſuch Charms, have won ſuch Vidories * 
Into their hollow Orbits muſt retire, 
| And none their ſetting Glory wall admire, 
| Thar graceful Motion, and thar {prightly Air, 
| Which rais'd Dorinda's Name amonegft the Fair, 
| Grow ſtiff with Age, and ſhe's expos'd by all, 
| Awkard at Court, and Clomifie ar the Ball. 
| Ten thouſand IIs do ev Ty Parr invade, 
The Lillies ficken, and the Roſes fade. 
Paltor and Wannels ſelze upon that Face 
Where the bright Queen of Love had fiz'd her Place. 
Henceforth the ſprightty You:ns appear no more 
To dance Arrendance at her bolted Door: 
Nor ſhall one whining Sigh, one mournful Pray'r, 
Proceed from any 105 er in Deipair; 
The Goddeſs {hai} no more be though I Di ivine ne, 
Nor Honours paid 10 her” r forſaken Shrin 85 
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ET MN I. 


Ws i he that oP put on a glorious Apparel, and makes 
his Appearance in Clothing of wrought Gold? (Plal. 45. 


. is this that cometh out perfumed with Myrrh and Fran- 
kincenſe, and all the Powders of the Merchants? (Cant. 3.6.) 
Shall not this plittering Excellency go away; and fall l; 
not dye even without Wiſdem 2 (Job 4. 21.) 

O, ceaſe ye from Man, whoſe Breath i in bu Noſirils : Far 
wherein 5 he to be accounted of ? (Ha; £42): 
Did not he that made thee Rich, make the Poor alſo ; and did 
not one Hand faſhion them both in the Womb? (Job 21. 15, 


Oh! Exalt not thy ſelf, leſt thou fall, and bring diſhonour 
upon thy Soul. (Ecclus. 1. 30.) 


For tho thea ſhouldſt exalt thy ſelf like an Eagle, and ſet tl» 
Neſt among the Stars; (Obad. 1. 4.) 


Tho thou cloatheſt thy ſelf with Crimſon, and deckeſt the 
with Ornaments of Gold: Ger. 4. 30% | 

Yet the Pride of thine Heart ſhall deceive thee, end the 
Height of thy Habitation ſroal! be * down to rhe Ground, 
(Obad. 1. 3.) 
Aud when thou art ſoiled, what wile thou do 2 Who will a- 
dore thy Beauty in Declenſion : ler, 4. 50.) 

In vain ſhalt thou make thy {elf fair, and adorn thy Face 
with Painting. (V. 30.) | | 

For Love ſhall be turned into Hatred: Thy very Lovers fall 
deſpiſe ther, and ſeck thy Life (V. 30.) 


i © * M II. 


II. O7ZY 13 ec 1% ul, and Rea; 15 Val « 4-4 „Bea auty will 


Fad 
decezve the Eye, and Luft will = vert the Heart. (Pr. 
30, duſan. 56. 


For this reaſon keep thee out of the Hay of Danger, aud 


nun rhe Tempration V hich T2) 47 be LOO hard tor h 1y Innd⸗ 
Cence. Ras 


Meet not with an Harlot, lefl thou 411 A1 
> 920 2 this & Like tance. 


21 


1 
527 Snaręc, AHH 
(Ecclus, 9. 3.6.) 
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For with her much fair Speech ſhe cauſed thee to yield: Mith 
the Flattery of ber Lips ſhe forceth thee. (Pr. ). 21) 

Uſe not much the Company of a Woman that is a Singer, leſt 
thou be taken with her Attempts. (Ecclus. 9.4.) 

Gaze noton a Maia, that thou full net by thoſe things which 
are precious in her. (V. 5.) RE 
loc not round about thee in the Streets of the City, neither 
| wander thou in the ſolitary Place thereof. (V. 7.) | 
EF Turn away thine Eyes from a beautiful Woman, and loo not 
upon another's Beauty. (V. 8.) | 
For many have been deceived by the Beauty of a Woman: For 
therewith Love is kjindled as a Fire. bid.) 

Sit not at all with another Man's Wife, ner fit down with 
ber in thine Arms; and ſpend not thy Money with her at 
E the Wine, (V. 9.) | = 

Leſt thine Heart incline unto her, and ſo thro Deſire thou 
falleſt into Deſtruction. (Ibid.) 


FRAFERS-1 
J Holy and Eternal God, who haſt commanded thy Ser- 
vants to adorn themſelves in modeſt Apparel with Shame- 
facedneſs and Sobriety, and not with broidered Hair, or Gold, or 
Pearls, or coſtly Array; Grant me Power to follow thy divine 
Inſtitution: and ro be more zealous in beautitying rhe 
hidden Man of the Heart, in the Ornaments of meek and quiet 
Spirit, than in preparing wanton and laſcivious Drefles for 
a frail and mortal Body. Amen. 


RATE R II. 


Lord, the Father and God of my Life ; Give me not a proud 
Look; but turn from thy Servant always an haughty Mind. 
Let me not undervalue my Brother for any Blemiſh or De- 
formiry, or magnifie my felf upon any pretended Endow- 
ments of Soul or Body: But let my Lips praiſe thy Holy 
Name for what I receiv'd; and let me endeavour by 
a meek Deportment to qualifte and prepare my ſelf for thy 


Eternal Favours, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


CHAP. 


Wo 4 
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TE dE a Se a I SEE 
CHAP. V. 
i 


JOB 7. 16. 


T loath Life, I would not live alway : Let me alone; for my 
Days are Vanity, 


MEDITATION. 
(Cee we attain unto True Life, there is nothing 


which can be more deſirable, and worthy the En- 
joyment of a Rational Soul: Bur the Round of 
Eating and Drinking, of Breathing and Sleeping, comes 
no more under the real Notion of Living, than Darkneſs 
can be compar'd to Light, or Hell ro Heaven. Thar 
% which we call Life, ought in propriety of Speech to be 
term'd Death: For real Life does not commence till 
after the Diſfolution of Soul and Body: For then the 

« Spiritual Part, being releas'd from the Bondage of Fleſh 
and Blood, has the Liberty to return to her native Coun- 
* trey, and to ſport her ſelf in the Regions of Eternity *. 
This is a ſurprizing Change indeed, and a rapturous Con 
dition of Life, in compariſon to any thing which this mor- 
ral State can preſent us with, * For whar is cur 
Breath, but a lite Air ſuck'd into our Lungs, and pum- 
„ ped our again ? Whar is this Carcaſs which we carry a- 
«« bout, and rake fo much care to preſerve 2 Why! No- 
« thing but a little paultry Blocd and Bones; a piece of 


— 
9 a. 


Cicero de Conſul, 


66 bi | 
Ner- 
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Net- work wroughr up witha Company of Nerves, Veins 

« and Arteries, twiſted rogether * TheShapect ir indeed, 
is ſomewhat curious, and rhe Fabric ſhews the Skil of 
the Divine Archite& : But the Compotition is io fine! 
wrought, as to make it capable of Pain as wellas Ploafure, 
and to ſubject it to a ſpeedy Diſſolution. 

Were it to be ſuppos'd, that this Bulk of Humanity could 
be plac'd our of the reach of Danger, and be freed irom 
the ces of Sickneſſes and Di: ters, there might be 
ſomething pleaded in behalf of Life : But the Miſeries of 
this preſent State, and that Scene of Unhippineis which is 
always opening upon us, muſt make every coaſiderate Per- 
ſon praiſe the Dead which are already dead, more 4 
than the Living which are yet alive. How ter- Eel. 4. 2; 
rible ſoever Death may ſeem to the Brutiſh and Luxurious 
Parr of Mankind, who can {cok no further than their Cook 
or their Kitchen, and know no other Happineſs than a 
plentiful Meal, or a chearful Glaſs; yer to Perions of 
deeper I houghr, and more reftta'd Snecu! ation, it appears 
the greateſt Providence in Nature: Ir is the With of 
« ſome, the Relief of many, and rhe End of all. It ſets 
the Slave at Liberty, and carries the baniſh'd Man 
% home 4; rakes away all popular Diſtinct ions, and pla- 
ces all Mortals upon the Level: It is an Introduction to 
Happineſs, and Life ir ſelf is a Puniſhmen: wirhour ir. 
When | ſee Tyrants, Tortures, Violences, the Proſpect 
4 of Death is a Conſolation « co me, and the only Remedy 

* againit the [njuries of Life 

Let other People fer as gr eat . Vale as « they pleaſe upon 
this Worid, and con fine their Havpine! s to eternal Bleſ- 
ſings; Let them build Houſes, and plant them. pccleſ. 2. 4, 

ſelves Vineyards; Let te em gather np Silver and 8. 
Gold, and cry out, tis good for us to be att. 1s. ws 
bere ; yet for my own part, I mult ingenuguſly ccnfe s, 
that neither the P! eaſantneſs of my Habitation, nar the 
Richneſs of iny Furniture, can work upon my Thouchrs, 
or captivate my Aﬀections, Jam quite weary with the 


——— — 


* MI. Ant. Med. lib. 2 + 
+ Seneca de Vit Peat. 
Seneca Ibid. 
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Noiſe and Fatigue of Living; and cannot forbear expreſ- 


| fing my Reſentment and Deteſtation at the Affronts and In- 


civilities I have receiv'd in this World. I have a Deſire, 

„With St. Paul, to depart, and be with Chriſt, which 
Phu, .. , far better. I could wiſh that God would 
forgive my Sins, and put a Period to my Years ; ſeal my 


Pardon, and receive me into his Kingdom. Bur yer alas! 
alas! How long muſt Tlinger out my Days in an ill-naturd 


and troubleſome World? How long muſt I be confia'd ro 
this Priſon of Fleſh and Blood, and be a melancholy Spe- 
ctator of the Sins and Follies of Mankind? My poor Soul 
is weak and faint, hurry'd and roſs'd about with anxious 


and diſtracting Thoughts, and quite fatigu'd and ſurfelted 


with Earthly Enjoyments. Nothing on this fide the Grave 
can divert her, nothing ſhort of Eternity ſatisſie her. Her 


Defires are boundleſs, and her Expectations impatient, and 


ſhe fighs and ſobs for Order of a Removal. | 

As for the beſt Accommodations of this World, your 
ately Palaces and rich Furniture, your pleafing Grotto's 
and refreſhing Streams, they have nothing in them which 
is really ſolid and permanent; nothing which may ſtand in 
competition with rhe more Seraphic Entertainments of 


What Madneſs is it therefore for me, to ſettle my Affedli- 


ons upon Earth, when J have ſo many gracious [avitations to 


Heaven? What Madnels, to hanker after the Gariick and O- 


nions, the Fleſh-Pots and Slavery of Egypt, when I am haſt- 


ning thro' a barren Wilderneſs to a better Countrey, and am 
prelented by Faith with ſuch a Noble Proſpect cf the Pro- 
mis d Land? 

There is nothing can encourage my Stay in this World, 
nothing can move me to requeſt of God to ſpare me a lit- 
tle, before Igo hence, and be no more ſeen ; but only the 
Hopes of adjuſting my Accounts, and ſetting my Houſe in 
better Order. If my Conſcience could but ſurvey my paſt 
Actions with Aſſurance and Delight, and pronounce the 
Well done good and faithful Servant upon me, I would careſs 
the grim Meſſenger, and rejoice to depart in Peace. For 
how pafſtona:ely does my Soul deſire to be admitted to the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfet, and to be join'd tothe 

hoir of Saints and Angels ? How ardently does the long 
to fit down with the Captain of ber Salvation, and to be 

os | | lifted 
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liſted amongſt the Noble and Triumphant Army of Mar- 

41 . | 
"Ya all this is ask'd, O God, in profound Submiſſion 
ro thy Divine Will. If I defre an Happineſs too great to 
be conferr'd upon me, thy Vill, O Heavenly Father, and not 
mine, be done. If I am nor yet prepar'd for this bleſſed 
Change, keep me longer under Diſcipline, and train me 
up to greater Perfection in this State of Trial and Probati- 
on: Or, if thou, O Lord, who often makeſt little Things 
the Inſtruments of thy Glory, and out of the 
Mouths of Babes and Sucklings haſt ordained n 
Praiſe, canſt think ſuch an inconſiderable Creature as I 
am, to be any ways lerviceable to thy Church; O! then 
con fine me longer ro this World, and make me inſtrumen- 
tal towards the Promotion of other Mens, and the Com- 
pleation of my own Salvation, 


3 


B O E A 


A Paraphraſe upon ſome Verſes of the 6th and th Cha- 
Rent - F © B: | = 


TH Stage of Life is fix d by rigid Fate, 
And Troops of Pangs at ev'ry Paſſage wait. 
Man, like an Hrrelinp, thro his Journey goes, 
Repeating with each Step his num'rous Moes, 
In hopes rhe Evning will his Labours cloſe. 
Bur reſtleſs Nights and anxious Days ſucceed, 
And growing Ils {till freſh Diſaſters breed. 


Such is rhe State, in which I now complain; 

Doom'd to live on, but doom'd to live in Pain. 
Th' Almighty Arm prepares rhe Fatal Dart, 
 New-ſtrings his Bow, and levels at my Heart. 
In vain my well-knir Limbs their Strength oppoſe, 
The pointed Steel thro' Foints and Marrow goes; 
Drinks up my Blood, and on my Vitals preys, 

And pois'nous Pains to ev'ry Part conveys. 


When 
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When ſmiling Day ſhould harmleſs Mirth invite, 

I curſe the Day, and bleſs the coming Night : 

Bur when my Bed renews my wonted Pain, 

I curie the Night, and wiſh for Day again. 

Thus J, in feſtlels Thoughts my Vigour ſpend ; 

And hat vill cure my Grief, my Life muſt end, 

[Tis only Death can bring the kind Releate ; 

And give my Fody Reſt, and crown my Sou! with Peace. 


— 


HO can ſay that ] have made a Covenant with Death ? 
and with Hell am J at Anreement 2 (Iſa. 28. Wf-) 

Who can ſay, ] have del: wered my Soul from Death, and kept 
my Feet from the Grave ? ( V. 15. 

One dieth in full jtrength, being wholly at eaſe and quiet: 
(Job. 21.23.) 
His Breaſts are full of Milk, . is Bangs are moiſtened 
with Marrow. . 24+) | 

And another dieth in the Bitterneſs of his Soul and never 
eateih with Pleaſure. (V. 259) 

Bor he that liverh longeſt, has no reaſan to boaſt of the 
Multitude of his Y-ars, or the Comforts of his Life, | 

For the Days of Pilgrimage are few and evil: And he can- 
not att ain unto the Tears of the Life of his Fathers. (Gen. 47. 


What is bis Strength, that he > ſroould hope 2 What is his End, 
that be ſhould prolong bis Life : J W 

When Death is ar the fartheſt Gitance, his Approach will 
be ſudden, and his Stroke fure. 

For the tine Wil come, when the Keepers of the Houſe 
ſhall tremble, and the ſtrong Men ſhall bow rhemſelves 3 3 (Eccl, 
$3.3] 

And the Grinders ceaſe, becauſe they are few, and thoſe that 
look cut of th: Windows be davkned. (V. z.) 

Then ſhall the Luft return to the Earth as it was, and the 
Spirit ſpall return te God who gave it. (V. 7.) 

Man fh g down to the Grave, and ſhall come up no more. 
9b. 7.5) 


He 
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He ſhall return no more to his Houſe, neither ſhall his Place 
know him any more. (V. 10.) | 


HT MN II. 


M7 Hope hath been in thee, O Lord; I have ſaid, thou art 
my God, (PC. 31. 16.) 1 

My time is in thy hand; deliver me from the hand of mine 
Enemies, and from them that perſecuteme. (V. 17.) | 
 Shew thy Servant the Light of thy Countenance, and ſave me 
for thy Mercies ſake. (V. 18.) | 1 

Let thy Loving. Rindneſs follow me al the Days of my Life, 
and I will dwell in the Houſe of the Lora for ever. (Pl. 23. 6.) 

Ihe Sorrows of Death compaſſed me, and the Overſlowings of 
Ungodlineſs put me into diſtreſs. (Pl. 18. 3.) „„ 
The Pains of Hel came about me; the Snares of Death 
overtook me. (V. 4.) | 

In my Trouble Iwill call upon the Lord, and complain unto 
my God. (V, 5. | | | 

I will call upon the Lord, which is worthy to be praiſed ; ſo 
ſhall I be ſafe from mine Enemies. (V. 2.) 
Yea, tho' I walk thro" the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I 
will fear no evil : For thou art with me, thy Rod and thy Staff 
comfore me. (PI. 23.4.) 

The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom then ſhall T 
fear? The Lord is the Strength of my Life; of whom then 
ſhall T be afraid? (P.. 27. 1.) NG. . 
Ih an Hoſt of Men were laid againſt me, yet ſhall not my 
Heart be diſmayed; and tho there roſe up Mar againſt me, yet 
will I put my truſt in him. (V. 3. 

For what are Terrors to a Chriſtian Fortitude? What 
are corporal Dangers to a well-grounded Conſcience? 
The Candidates of Immortality ſurmount Difficulties; 
and Faith and Hope ſubſiſt upon Reverſions. : g 
O Death ! Where is thy Sting? O Grave! Where is thy Vi- 
Hay 7 (1 Cor. x5. $5.) | 
Thanks be to God, who hath deſtroyed our laſt Enemy, and giv- 
en us the Victom through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, (V. 26, 57. 


CHAP. 
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PRATER $1 


O Almighty God, the Author of Life and Death, who hat 
ordained that Man which is born of a Woman ; ſhall have 
but a ſhort time to live, aid full of Miſery ; Grant, | beleech 
thee, that I may pals the Days of my „ journing here with 
Fear, and undergo the Troubles of this mortal Life with 

„Patience, Teach me how frail and uncertain 
— eG my Condition is, and ſo to number my Days, 
that 1 may ſeriouſly apply my Heart to that holy and hea- 
venly Wiſdom whilſt I live here, which may in the End 
bring me to Life everlaſting, thro' the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
thine only Son, my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


F R A4 TEN II. 
A Lmighty God, with whom do live the Spirits of then 
a that depart hence in the Lord, and with whom the 
Bur. Dead. Souls of the Faithful, after they are deliver“ 
b from the Burden of the Fleſh, are in Joy and 
Felicity; I beſeech thee that it may pleaſe thee of th y 
gracious Goodnels ſhortly ro accompliſh rhe Number of 
thine Elect, and to haſten thy Kingdom; that I with all 
thoſe that are depaired in rhe true Faith of thy holy Name, 


may have my perfect Contummarion and Bliſs, both ir 


Body and Soul, in thy eternal and everlaſting Glory, rhro 
Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. VI. 
Of LEARNING. 


i A A 
Vain Man would be wiſe : 


MEDITATION. 


HERE is nothing chat my. Soul can tale 6: proper 
Delight and Satisfaction in, but Books and Society ; 5 
j becauſe theſe Two alone are agreeable to a Ratio- 
nal Creature; whereas all other things are but Entertain- 
ments for the Body, and enticing Objects for my corrupr 
| Luſts and Paſſions. A Deſire after Knowledge is inter- 
woven with the very Nature of my Soul; and it is hard for 
me to reſtrain thoſe eager Flights and Sallies which ſhe i is 
| always making towards the Diſcovery of New Worlds, 
and hidden Mines of Learning. Men in all Apes have 
made a great Noiſe about the Circuit of Tears, and the Po- 
tions of the Stars; the Natures of Living Crea- 
| tures, and the Furies of wild Beaſts ; the Violence Wild. 7. 
Minds, the Reaſonings of Men; the Diverſities 1 
| of Plants, and the Virtues of Roots. Bur theſe Virtuoſoes 
are ſo far from proſelyting me to their Party, that they 
harden me in doubting, and go the readieſt way to con- 
| firm me in Natural Scepticiſm. 
Me have heard ſo much of Certitude and Demonſtration 
of late, that we begin to heſitate about Firſt Principles, and 
are a moſt at a loſs for common Senſe. The Variety of 
| Diſputes in the Learned Mord, and the contradictory àſſer- 


tions which your Boaſters of Reaſen maintain, make me con- 
! 
clude, 


4 
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clude, that the Ways of Nature are ſtill intricate and my. 
ſterious, and that a Deſire after Knowledge is 
a ſore Travel which God hath given the Sons of Men 
to be exerciſed witb. Nothing can be more unhappy, 
** than the Curiogry of that Perſon, who ranges every 
< where, and digs into the Earth for a Diſcovery ; who is 
* wonderfully buſie ro force a Paſſage into other People; 
Thoughts, and to dive into their- Boſom; but does 
* not conſider that his own Mind 1s large enough for En- 
_ © quiry and Entertainment, and that the Care and Improye- 
ment of himſelf will afford him ſufficient Buſineſs” . 
Some Men are fond of the Reputation of being Au. 
thors, and are proud of appearing frequently in Print, 
They are for broaching New Doctrines, and letting forth 
ſtrange Things; for appearing as Dictators to their Bre- 
thren, and venting their crude Notions upon every trifling 
Subject and Occaſion. Bur fuck Perſons (one would think) 
ſhould be as troubleſome to themſelves, as they are 1mper- 
tinent to others; and as much diſturb the Serenity of their 
own Minds, as they do the Good of rhe Public, and the 
1 Peace of Society. For in making many Books 
there is no End, and much Study is Wearineſs to 
the Fleſh, In much Wiſdom is much Grief ; and 
be that encreaſeth Knowledge, encreaſeth Sorrow, 
Intenſeneſs of Thoughr is a perpetual Fatigue and Harraſs 
to the Soul; and the Health is impair'd, and rhe Conſti- 
rution ruin'd by the Mid- night and laborious Exerciſes of 
the Brain. Pallor and Wanneſs ſeize upon the Comple- 
xion, the Natural Parts are benumn'd, and the Edge of 
the Underſtanding rurn'd, by perpetually beating it ſelf 
upon hard and intricate Problems. The more I ſtudy, the 
more I diſcover my own Ignorance ; and the Blindneſs 
of my Underſtanding incapacitates me from following 
Truth thro' all her Doublings and Turnings, thro' all 
her abſtruſe Receſſes and perplex'd Meanders. The grea- 
teſt part of the Philoſophy in the World is but a more 
delightful Romance; and notwithſtanding its pretended 
Principles of Certainty and Demonſtration, its Deductions 


Eccl, 8 13. 


. 1. 18. 


” 


T Anton, B. 4; 
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are full of Falſhood and Obſcurity. Fer hardly do we gueſs 
arioht at things that are upon Earth, and with 
Labour do we find the things tbat are before us ; 
but the things that are in Heaven, who. hath ſearched out? 
The more Notions a Man bath treaſur'd up in his Mind, 
the more dark and irregular are his Sentiments. For it 
ofcentimes fares with the Intellect as it does with the Eye, 
where a Multiplicity of Objects is apt to diſtract and con- 
found it. Errors borrows the Dreſs of Truth; and the 
Counterfeit appears ſo much like the Original, that Men 
of the greateſt Sagacity have not always diſtinguiſh'd them 
aſunder. 5 : e 
Jam refolv'd therefore, not to depend too much upon 
my own Wiſdom, nor to diſquiet my ſelf about the Know- 
ledge of thoſe things which can neither profit nor edifie 


Wild. 9:16. 


” 
” 


me. 1 am reſolv'd ro keep within my proper Sphere, and 


not to pry into Matters which are either above my Capaci- 
ty, or have no Concern or Relation to me. Why ſhon'd I, 
like a curious Achizopel, dive into the Intrigues and My- 
ſteries of State, and buſie my Head about the the Manage- 


f ment and Contrivances of my Superiors? Why ſhould I 
| fil the Exchange and the Coffee-Houſe with my Poliricks, 


and make an unſeaſonable Our-cry about the Inte- 
reſt of Chriſtendom, and the Balance of Europe? It is 


| not for Perſons of my Station and Capacity, to ſettle the 
Dependence of one Nation upon another; to determine 


the Diſadvantage which ſuch a Prince may reap from the 


Incurſion of his Neighbours, or the Breach of a Treary, 


and how the fraudulent and under-hand Practices of ano- 


ther Potentate foment the Difference, that he may play his 


Game the more ſucceſsfully in the Scuffle. I know, that 
States and Kingdoms are under the particular Government 
of God, and that my Foreſight and Sagacity can't found the 


Depth of his Wiſdom, and find out the intricate Method of 


his Dealings with the Sons of Men. Such Know- 
ledge is too wonderful and excellent for me, I cannot _ 
attain unto it. If Tam inquiſitive imo the Ways of Na- 
ture and Providence, and wade into the controverted Points 
of Divine Preſcience and Abſolute Decrees, | may fatigue my 
Body, but never better and improve my Underſtanding: 
And for this Reaſon, O my Soul! Torn rhe Bent of thy 
Studies another way, and try whether thou canſt nor be 

| | E 2 8 wiie 


Pf. 139. 5. 
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wiſe in a higher Capacity. Thou ſeemeſt to have a falſe 
Notion of Learning, whilſt thou placeſt it only in the 
Knowledge of Words and Things; in a dextrous Manage. 
ment of Buſineſs, or a deep Inſight into Public Affairs. The 
moſt perfect Wiſdom conſiſts in the Fear of the 
| Lord, and the trueſt Underſtanding, in departing 
from Evil. All the fubril Niceries of the Schools, and the 
pompous Learning of the Synagogue; the Itch of Diſputa- 
tion, and the Knack of Diſtinguiſhing, will avail me no- 
thing at all, if they don't make me a better Man or a better 
Chriſtian. Mere is the Wiſe 2 Where is the Scribe? Where 
n the Diſputer of this World? What did all their elaborate 
Schemes of Knowledge, and curious Searches into the hid. 
den Parts of Philoſophy fignifie, but to ſtop their Ears againſt 
the Evidence of Truth, and harden their Hearts againk: 
the Convictions of Chriſtianity. 


Job 28. 28. 


lam reſolv'd therefore, to employ the Reſidue of my 


time in higher Contemplations, and to ſtudy Life more 
than Notion: And in order thereto, I will peruſe the Goſpel. 
Oeconom), and conſider the Terms of my Admiſſion into 
the New Covenant ; and will endeavour to get ſuch an Un- 
derſtanding of the perfect Law of God, as may influence my 
Practice, and reform my Manners. Lhe Bible ſhall be my 
Library, Devotion my Exerciſe; and 1 will meaſure the 


Product of my Study by my Growth in Grace; and rate 
the Improvement of my Knowledge by my Zeal for the 


Godhead, and my Faith in the Trinity. 


„ 


POEM. 


TO Learning's Court we all addreſs our Suit, 
And each conceited Fool wou'd gain Repure, 
The noifie Stateſman and the empty Cit 
Enroll their Names amongſt the Men of Wir. 
The Porter's ſmutty Language, and the Groom's, 
And the fad Ditty which from Grub ſtreet comes, 
Lay in their Claim, and woud have ſome Prerence 
T' impoſe their nauſeous Ribaldry for Senſe, 


Th” 
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Th' unhappy Youth forſakes his Native Soil, 
And ſcorns the Ruſtic Plainneſs of our Iſle: 
To diſtant Parts the flutt ring Beau reſorts, 
And ſhapes his Manners by politer Courts; 
Where coſtly Robes about his Loins are hung, 
And ſmoother Accents warble on his Tongue. 


Thus have I ſeen old Albion's ſturdy Son 
To Paris and Verſailles for Faſhions run; 
And Britiſh Virtue, in a gentle Trance, 
Enfeebled by the Modiſh Arts of France. 


* 


Others pretend to rove from Shore to Shore, 
T' import their Bullion from the Grecian Oar : 
As if Old Rome and Athens muſt poſſeſs 
The Starely Dame which Learned Fools careſs ; 
And the laborious Student be confin'd, 

By his long Pilgrimage to tire his Mind, 
And pay Devotion to the Lady's Shrine. 


Learning is nice and coy, and won't unfold 
Her naked Boſom to each am'rous Fool. 
Like other Beauties, ſhe may Vor'ries have, 
And like them roo, ſhe makes each Fop her Slaye, 
Her Secrets ſhe reſerves, and will beſtow 
Diſtinctive Favours bur on very few. 
| She hates th' Ambition of pretending Fools, 
| And the rude Jargon of Pedantig Schools: 
Nor can the tort'ring of plain Words endure, 
Jo make the Obvious Senſe the more obſcure. 


To Learning's Temple we miſtake the Way, 
And fanſie we are right, when we go moſt aſtray. 
We ſtudy Trifles, and we wou'd be wife 
By odd Grimace, and ftarch'd Formalities: 

Still Novelty appears in Antic Dreſs, 
And glitt'ring Scenes th' aſtoniſh'd Eyes careſs, 
And Fallacies upon the Judgment pals, 


— — — ˙ — —— 


But th' everlaſting Paths of Bliſs are plain, 
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| Back INI, 
What, can I ne'er be wiſe, unleſs my Mind 

To ſearching mouldy Records be confin d? 

Muſt 1 ſtill pore on blind Antiquity, 

And ſpend my golden Days in hopes to ſee 

The ſhatter 'd Remnants of an Aged World, 


Which ravinous Time has to Confuſion hurl' de 


Why ſhould 1 foul my Hands with Learned Ruſt? 
Why ro Arabia's barren Deſarts rruſt, 

And ſift my Gold out from Rabinic Duſt ? 

Why ſhow'd I ſearch ſecluded Nature's Laws, 
And tell the Lightning's and the Thunder's Cauſe ? 


Why ſhould 1 Rains and Storms to Order bind, 


And fix th' unruly Circuit of the Mind? 


Why chaſe the ſtreaming Comet thro' the Air, 


And by Effects judge what the Caules are? 

Why muſt rir'd Thought thro' Heavenly Bodies run, 
And view th' unequal Journies of the Sun? 

Why ſhew rhe Reaſons how the angry Tide 
Should with revolving Moons ſwell and ſubſide 2. 


T can't with eaſe theſe Learned Arts obtain; 


And ſaving Knowledge may be 806 WILNOuL IP 4P Pain. 


ar AN I, 


V. Hen + Sa iſdom be found, and where is the Place of Un. 
derſtanding? (Job 28. 12.) 


Man hnovweth not the Price thereof, neither is it to be found | 


in the Land of the Living. {V. 13.) 
The * th ſaith, ic is not in me, aud the Sea ſaith, it is not 


with me. (V. 14 


But not with ln all this pretence of Ignorance, ther: 
5 a Wiſdom which i glorious 5 a Wiſdom which never flyeth, or 
fadeth away, (Wild. 6. 12. j 3 

Yea, ſhe i eaſily ſeen of them that it love her, and found of 
ſuch as ſeek Ver. (To1d.) 55% ' 


She preventeth them that deſire her, in maſceng her bod 
ben unto them. (V. 13.) 


1 
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” Whoſo ſeeketh her early, ſhall have no great Travel: For be 
* find her fitting at his Doors. (V. 14.) 

Nom this Miſdom is the Fear of the 1 ; and to depart from 
Evil is this Underſtanding. [(Job 28. 28.) 
Happy is the Man that findeth her: Happy is every one that 
vetaineth her. (Prov. 3. 1 3,18. ) 
| For the Merchandize of it is better than the Merchandize of 
Silver, and the Gain thereof than fine Gold. (V. 14.) 

_ The Topaz of Æthiopia cannot equal it, and its Value ſur- 
paſſes. Coral and Saphire. (Job 28. 17,18,19.) 

She is more precious than Rubies ; and all the things thou 
canſt deſire, are not to be compared unto her. (Proy. 3. 15.) 

She is preferable to Scepters and Thrones, and Siver ſhall be 
counted as Clay before her, (Wiſd. 7. 8,9.) 
| Length of Days i in her right Hand; and in her left 
| Hand, Riches and Honour, (Prov. 3. 16.). 
Hier Ways are Ways of Pleaſant neſs, and all her Paths are 
Peace. (V. 17.) 


She is a Tree of Life to them that lay hold upon her, at 7 | 


| Treaſure unto Men that never faileth. (V. 18. Wi 7. 14.) 


Her Labours are Virtues ; and thoſe that uſe ber, become the 


Friends of God. (Ch. 8. ). Ch. 4. 14. 


RH T . 


7 ſgould thy Heart go too fer in this Werld 2 thinheſt 

thou to comprehend the M of the Moſt Hig 2 (2 Eſdr. 
4. 2.) 

Thy Underſtanding is bahled in the Chaſe of Nature; 
and how canſt thou grapple wirh che Eternal Mind ? 

Go ty WAY, Wer! met 4 27 eight of tre Fire, OY meaſure me 
7 Blaſt of the Wind, or call me again the Day that is paſt. 
(V. 5.) 


TY me how preat Dwe illi mmpgs are in the midſt of the Sea, or 


how many Springs are in the Beginning of the Deep ? (V. 7.) 


How many Springs are above the 5 nt, and which are 
the Out goings of Paradiſe? (V. 7) 

Peradventure thou wilt ſay, what d Han is alle todo that, that 
thou ſhouldeft ack ſuch things of me? (V. 6.) 


2 
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J never wen down into the Deep, nor as yet into Hell, neither 
did I ever climb up into Heaven. (V. 8.) | 

Then be not aſſuming and opinionarive, nor wiſe in thine 
own Conceit. (Prov. 26. 5.) 


Exerciſe not thy ſelf in great Matters which are too high for 
hee; and let not thy Mind be curious in unneceſſary things, 
(Pl. 131. 2. 2 Eldr. 4. 23.) 


Refrain thy Soul, and 1 * it low, like as a Child that ij weg. 
ned from his Mother. nd 121.20 


Let thy Thoughts be modeſt, and thy Enquiries few; ; thy 
Studies uſeful, and thy Books inſtructive. 

Bear down the Preſumption of Carnal Knowledge, and 
employ thy Mind upon Virtue and Truth. 

Conſider that Eternity will ſoon open upon thee ; and 


When Nature is diſſolv'd, all her Secrets ſhall be naked 


to thy Sight: And even Myſteries ſhall be unfolded, when 
thou ſee 5 God as he 1s. 


3 


Pp RATE R I. 


Moſt Powerful and Omniſcient God, who deſtroyeſ? the 


22 of the Wiſe, and bringeſt to nothing the Under. 


ſtanding of the Frudent; Be pleaſed ro wean my Thoughts 


from vain dach hy, and the Oppoſition of Science, fallly {© 
called; and inſpire my Mind with Wiſdom from above; 
and direct all my Studies to the Promotion of thy Service, 
and the dalvation of my own Soul. Amen. 


PRATER I. 


Leſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all Holy Scriptures to be 
D written for our Learning; Grant that! may conſcien- 


tiouſty employ my time in the Study and Peru— 
:d. Sun. in ſal of them; and in ſuch wife hear them, read, 


Adv. mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt them, that by 


Patience and Comfort of thy Holy Wor d, I may embrace 


and ever hold faſt the Bleſſed Hope of Everlaſting 9 


which thou haſt given me in my Saviour Jeſus Chcii 
Amen, 


The End of the THIRD BOOK. 
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An Entertainment for a Penitent. 


BOOK IV. 
Of the Misfortunes and Sufferings of this pre- 
"ome LIFE. 5 


GH TL 
Of the Vanity of the World. 


—— PR 


ECCLES. 1. 14. 
3 Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. 


MEDITATION. 


1 ** now ſuffered my Thougbts ta traverſe the Uni- 
verſe, and to run thro'the whole Circle of E. arthly En- 
& joyments: J have carry'd my Enquiry thro' the prin- 
cipal Objects of Human Defire, and taken a full View 


46 of 
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of whatever wears the Character of Delight and Plea. 
ſure, of Profit and Honour; and Þ amifo far from find. 
ing that Excellency and Satisfaction in any of them, which 
the Liberrine propoſes ro himſelf, that I ſhonld abuſe my 
Experience, and degrade my Reaſon, if 1 did nor pro- 
nounce them all Empty and Superficial Trifles. I have ſeen, 
J have ſeen to my Coſt, the Swear and Toil which attend; 
the grand Achievements and Enterprizes of this World; 
and been Witneſs to the Fatigue and Sorrow which w alt 
upon every Condition of Human Life. I have ranſack'd 
the Treaſures of Learning, and the Perfections of Beauty, 
and perusd the ſubtil Schemes which poor reſtleſs Men 
are continually laying, and the incredible Difficulties and 
| Hazards they daily undergo, in climbing to ſuch a Pirch 
of Honour, or gaining ſuch an advantageous Poſt in che 
Government. Thave made the moſt impartial Judgment! 
could of. ihings, and fairly laid all Earthly Enjoyments 
into the Balance, and find them to be of no oe 
and intrinſic Eſtimation, but liter in the Scale 
than Vanity it ſelf. Their Conftancy is like the Wind, 
and their Duration as a Sound; their Pleaſure is Remorſe, 


Pſal, 62, 9, 


and the very Act of Fruicion, Shame and Confuſion of [1 
Face. | | Loi 
And now, what is there in this World to engage and dar 
captivate my Aﬀections 2 What Conveniencies and Ac- | wh 
_commodattons upon Earth, that Jſhouid ſo paſſionately long Wil ter 
for a Settlement and Continuance here? Upon whaever or: 
1 caſt my Eyes, the Proſpect is melancholy ; and up- MW iti 
on whatever 1 employ my Thoughts, the Reflections are i my 
unpleaſant. I am entertain'd with little beſides Sin ad Re 
Dilgrace; the Spectacles of Horror, or the Ol jects ok vi⸗ 
Miſery. Some things move my Pity, and others my Aver- Ml {if 
fion ; ſome things my Charity, and others wp my Cenſure. tui 
In mort, all the World ſeems to be at variance with Hap- Lit 
pineſs, and to be let looſe upon the unfortunate Sons oi “* 
Men. Every Being is in a ſecret Conſpiracy, or an open“ 
Rebellion againſt me, and the whole Creation would in- Ml © 
trude upon my belov ed Eaſe, and ruffle that calm and ſe Ml © « 
date 4 emper, which 1 ought to ane my Souhin. When Tt 
Ibehold that Man's Villany a 10 Oppreſſion, and this Mens 
Blaiphemy and. Proph: nels 1 am frd with a Dereſtition WM © 
and 13 of EVEN Actions, and cannot Or bear e- : 
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fpouliog the Intereſt of my Religion, and vindicating the 
Honour of my injur'd God. When I fee another's Misfor- 


tune and Calamity, and hear the A ffli cted roaring in the 


Diſquietude and Bitterneſs of his Soul, Jam ſenſibly rouch'd 
with his Grievances, and doin ſome meaſure undergo the 
Pains which affect him. The ſorrowful Sighing of the Priſon- 
ers is always ſounding in my Ears: The Prayers of the Poor 
and Needy pierce thro' my compaſſionate Bowels ; and the 


Outcries of the Oppreſs'd and Perſecuted provoke my Kage, 


and demand my Alliftance. 

Now, are not theſe Dilcouragements enough, O my Soul! 
in the Purſuit of an Earthly Happineſs ? Are av ior thele 
ſufficient Provocations to pals' a juſt Cenſure upon the 
World, and comprize all the Glories rthereot under the 
Character of Vanity and Vexation of Spirit 2 

What, tho I thouid have a Plenty and Affluencçe of all 
Earthly Things, and the Enjoyment of this World even to 


F Redundance and Supeiflyuiry 2 Some croſs Accident ſtill 
puts a Damp upon my Spirits, in the very height of my 
| ſollity, and turns all my promis'd Mzrth into Sorrow and 
Heavineſs. | 


What, tho' I ſhould have Sumptuous Fare, and Soft 


| Lodgings ; Change of Raiment, and a Number of Arten- 
dants; Variety of Mears, and Plenty of Wines; and 
| whatſoever mine Eye can ſee, or my Palate crave, ſhould not 
| be witholden from me ? If my Biood be fir'd with a Feaver, 
| or my Mind over-{pread with diſmal and gloomy Thoughts, 


it is impoſſible that 1 ſhould rake any ſatisfaction either in 


| my Company, or my Table; either in my Dreſs, or my 
| Retinue, As long, O my Soul! as there is any thing from 
| without or within, that affects thee; any thing from thy 
| ſelf or another, that gives thee Diſturbance ; thou may ft _ 
| rumble and rols from fide to fide, and yer thy weary d 
| Limbs continue Strangers ro Reſt, © Fer it is nor the Po- 


6& 


* {ture of the Body, or the Compoſure of tre Bed, that 
will give any Quiet ro an uneaſie Mind: But if thy Paſ- 


| © fions are ſeditibus, and thy Defires inordinate; that is 
*encugh ro keep thee waking without ay other Lumult“.“ 


Thou may'ſt ſhift the Scene, and change the Air, and yer 
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N The Devout Soul. | i Book I 


the ſame Humours and Diſpoſitions will attend thee th, 
ſame diſagreeable and melancholy Proſpect preſent 1 it (elf 
ro thine Eyes. 


„ 


. 


Part of the Firſt Chapter of ECCLESIASTES tranſlated 
from Verſe 3. to Verſe 12. 


\Orrow and Grief, Laborious Man fo OT 3 
Vet where's the Proſit of his Toil and Pains? 

For Human Bliſs is on the Ebb and Flow, 
And Chance and Fortune govern all below. 
Tis true, the Earth, fix d on her Baſis, ſtands, 
And feels no Shocks from Times deſtructive Hands: 
But her Inhabitants are mortal all, 
And as they riſe by turns, by turns they fall. 
Nor Houſe, nor Land the Owner's Life defends, 
Rive for the Grave the Hoary Sire deſcends : 
His Heir ſucceeds in Honour and Eſtate, 
Plumes it a while, and then ſubmits to Fate. 


The riſing Sun firſt gilds the Op'ning Eaſt, 
And drives his Chariot to the diſtant Weſt: 
He viſits ev'ry Day the Azure Skies, 
And then revolves at Night from whence he firſt did rie, 


The rarling Winds to 8 Climates tend; 
Scour o'er the Plain, and the tall Mountains rend; 
Then whirl their Circuit to the Northern Coaſt, 
And bluſter in the fhiv'ring Realms of Froſt. 


The Rivers in the Ocean vent their Store - 

Yer ftill the greedy Ocean ſtorms for more; 

Till reſtleſs Streams forſake the foaming Deep, 
And to their ancient Homes by ſecret Caverns creep. 


| anc 
Such 1s rhe Courſe of Things inanimate ; , 
Thus fickle Nature loves to circulate, wa 
And Man reſembles her unſertled State, 
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| In hopes of Novelty, the Fancy tries 

Fo change the Scene, and courts Varieties. ; | 
Vet nothing new thro' the wide Globe is found, * 
But the old Tract, and one Eternal Round; 

Ide 'Climare's ſtill the ſame, and Sorrows ſtill abound. 


As ſoon may Objects cloy the greedy Sight, 
Le pleaſing Sounds the liſt'ning Ear delight; 

F as Tongue or Language can our Woes expreſs, 
LL ghren their Load, or make their Numbers lels, 


7 


What ancient Hiſtories preſent to View, 
Zy ſad Diſaſters we experience true: 
The Wheel turns round, and Miſeries ariſe; 
| The Blanks are till the fame, and no Man bits the Tp * 


1 2 3 —— 


therefore enjoy Pleaſure. ( Ecc. 2. 1. ) 
| Tfought in mine Heart to givemy ſelf unto Wine, and with- 
| eld not my Soul from any Foy. (V. 23. 10.) 


| Vineyards. (V. 4.) 

I made Gardens and Orchards, and planted Trees in them of 
| all kinds of Fruits, (V. 5.) 

Imade me Pools of Water, to water therewith the "I that 
bringeth forth Trees. (V. 6.) 

I got me Servants and Maidens, and had large Foſſe Moe tons of 

great and ſmall Cattel. (V. 7.) 

Igathered me alſo Silver and Gold, and the peculiar Treaſure 
F Kings and of the Provinces. (V. 8. ) 


e. 


I gat me Men. ſingers, and Women-ſingers, and invented to 


my ſelf Inſtruments of Muſick, like David, (Am. 6. 5.) 
* Then locked I on all the Works that my Hands had wrought, 
| and on the Labour that I had laboured to do; (Eccl. 2. 1 1.) 
And behold, all was Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, and there 
| Was no Profit under the Sun, {Ibid.} 


In | TE Al 


Ter in mine Heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with Mirth ; 


I made me great Works, I builded me Houſes, and planted me 
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158 be Devout Soul. © Book IV. 

Alm Days are Sorrows, and my Travel Grief; yea, ma. 
Heart taketh not Reſt in the Night. (V. 23.) 

For as the Wind paſſeth over the Graſs, and it is gone, and 
the Place thereof ſhall knew it no more: (PL. 103. 16.) 

$o Man cometh forth like a Flower, and is cut down: He hy 


eth alſo as a Shadow, and continueth not. Job 14. 2.) 


HTMN II. 


ELL me, O thou, whous my Soul loveth, what ſhall I do to 

be like thee ? 

Tell me, O thou, whom my Soul loveth, what fhall I do tg 
attain unto thy Havpinels ; ? 

Tam doom'd ro Trouble in this Valley of Tears, and born 
to Miſery as the Sparks fly upwards. (Job 5. 7.) 

I ſhould utterly have fainted, but that I very believed to ſot 
the Goodneſs of the Lord in the Land of the Living. (Plal. V. 
15) 

O Cod of my Fathers, and Lord of Mercy, who haſt made uf all 


| things by thy Word; (Wild. 9. 1.) 


Give me Wiſdom that fitteth 5 thy Throne : 5 and reject me 


not from among thy Children. ) | 
For I thy Servant, and the £4 thine Handen, am 7 


feeble Perſon, and of a ſhort time. (V. 5.) 
I my ſelf am à mortal Man like to all, and the Offepring of 


him that was firſt made of the Earth. ( C: 1.10 


And the Thoughts of mortal Men are miſerable, and our De. 
vices. are but uncertain. (C. 9.14.) 


For tho a Man be never fo perfect among tho Children of 


Men; yet if thy VWiſdom be not with him, he ſhall be nothing 
regarded. V. 6.) 


O fend ber out of thy 500 Heavens, and from the Throne 


of thy Glory. (V. 10.) 
That being preſent, fÞe may labcur with me, that I may 


know what is pleaſing unto thee. (V. 10.) 


For ſhe knoweth and nnderſtandeth all things; and ſhe 


ſhall lead me ſoberly in my POTS and 1 me in her Power. 


. 11.) 
By her Directions I all conremn the World: by her 
Aſſiſtance, { thall arrive at Irimortaliry, 


* 


| Ar 


an 


Chil, Oftbe Vanity of the Nord. x9 
| By her Conduct I ſhall be introduc'd to my Saviour; 
f and * her Precepts, converſe with my God. 


Arn 1. 


God the protector of all that truſt | in thee; without 
| whom nothing is ſtrong, nothing is holy; 

Increaſe and multiply upon me thy Mercy, S for 4th 
| that thou being my Ruler and Guide, I may ſo . Trin. 
| paſs thro” things Temporal, that! finally Joſe not the things 
| Eternal. Grant this, O Heavenly Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
F fake, my Lord. Amen. 


PRATER H. 


Ord, I beſeech thee to grant me Grace to withſtand 
; the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, ,g4 san: 
| and the Devil, and with a pure Heart and Mind after Trin: 
to follow thee, the only God, rhro' "8 Chriſt my Lord. 


Amen. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. II. 
07 the Troubles of the World. 


10 HN 16. 33. 
— In the World ye ſhall have Tribulation. | 


MKEADITATLIEDO N. 


Know that I am not plac'd upon Earth for rhe Gratif. 
I cation of my Senſual Appetite, or the Enjoyment of 
Temporal Felicity: But the Defign of my ſojourning 
here, is, to enure me to preſent Miſery, in order to Wal ile 
me for Eternal Happineſs. 

When 1 conſider the Treatment which my innocent Sa- 
viour met With in the World, I can't think that thoſe who 
eſpouſe his Doctrine, and are embark'd in the ſame Deſigu 
of 3 Souls, ſhould have much better Uſage from a 
1 perverſt and untoward Generation of Men, For the 
24, 25, Diſciple is not above his Maſter, nor the Servant a- 

bove bis Lord. And if they have called the Maſter 
_ of the Houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſhall they call them of 
his Houſhold > For what Concord can there be berween 
Chriſt and Belial; or what Friendſhip can an Inſidel expreſs to 
a Believer ? Heaven and Earth will always be ar variance, 
and reſtleſs Vice will ſtir up her Emiſſaries towards the 
Proſecution of Virtue. A true Zeal for God will make a 
good Man Odious ro ſome of his Brethren ; and the Ad- 
vancement of the Glory of the King of Heaven will lower 
his Intereſt with Earthly Potentates. 


But what is all this to a Soul, who ſhould act upon 
_ Chriſtian Principles? To a Soul, who ſhould boldly con- 


temn the Frowns of the Mighty, and triumph over the 


Maſtacres 


N OF 
©. a dls 
* 15 * . 


Ch. II. Of the Trouble of the World. 161 
Maſſacres of Tyrants? What are the Perſecutions of this 
World, to a Perſon who is juſt ready to leave it? What are 
Afflictions to him, who is travelling into a Foreign Coun- 
| trey, and has purchas'd a Reverſion in a better Kingdom? 
| My Religion reaches me, that the Path to Heaven is thro' 
| Sea of Blood; and the Way to Reign, is gladly to dye with 
| Chriſt. The Crown of Thorns is preparative ro that of Glory; 
and every Perſon who would be a Member of the Church 
| Triumphant, muſt ſignalize his Courage in the Service of the 
| Church Militant. 2 
I know, that outward Splendor and temporal Proſperity 
are no ways eſſential to a Chriſtian ; and tho' Soft. Rayment 
and Beds of Ivory are fit Entertainments for Kings Houſes, 
and (er forth the Glory and Effeminacy of a Court; yet 'tis 
| Sackcloth and Aſhes, coarſe Diet and hard Lodgings, 


| which muſt recommend a Penitent to the Acceptance of 


| his God, 


What, tho' my Circumſtances in this World are very 


| deplorable ; and with reſpect ro Temporal Enjoyments, 
| Iam of all Men, the moſt miſerable? Vet as long as I can 
| partake of the Satisfaction of an undiſturb'd Mind, and 
receive the Applauſes of a good Conſcience, I can look 
with Pity and Scorn upon the Thriving Villanies of Syco- 
phants, and contemn thoſe baſe and cringing Artifices which 
are the firſt Steps ro Preferment. Tho' I have been exer- 
cis'd with Croſſes and Diſappointments, I have little reaſon 
to complain, becauſe the Rich and the Noble, thoſe whoſe 


Wealth is admir'd, and whoſe Stations are envy d, have 


been ty'd down to the ſame Misfortunes with my ſelf. The 
hungry Courtier has been the Averſion of his People, and 
the Favourites of Princes have been facrific'd to popular 
Reſentment. Thoſe, who have thought to raile Eſtates, and 
| ennoble Families by the Miſ management of a Public 
Troſt, have drawn the Envy and Curſes of their Countrey 
upon their Heads, and been forc'd to refund with the Ex- 


pence of their Lives, what they have gain'd by the Proſti- 


tution of their Conſciences. ! 

Oh! Then ler me never be deluded with vain Hopes, 
and carried away with Phantaſms and Trifles. Poor Men 
horn to Trouble, as the Sparks fly upwards, and is ſecure of 
nothing but Miſery, whiiſt he abides in this World. Exve- 
ry Day is remarkable for ſome Dilaſter, and every Nene 
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162 Tube Devout Soul. , .Bodk Iv. 
of Human Life is interlarded with Diſappointment, 
« 'Tis to no purpoſe to bewail any Part of our Days, 
hen Life it ſelf is miſerable throughout, and the whole 
Flux of it only a Courſe of Tranficion from one Mil. 
& fortune to another“ 

I is the ſole Privilegs of Mankind, that they are en. 
dued wich Reaſon to look into the Tendency of worldiy Mif. 
fortunes, and enabled by Prudence to ſtem the Current of 
temporal Diſaſters. It is the Prerogative of a Chriſt:an to 
be furniſh'd with the Art of Contentment; and the Pro. 
vince of Keligion to inſtruct him 1 in the Meaſures of Re. 
Gonarion and Obedience. It is the Intent of the Golpe] 
to mortifie the Preſumption and Vanity of Earthly Gran- 
deur; and eth ſole Virtus of Faith to ſabtiſt her Proſelytes 
upon future Promiles and diſtant Expectarions. 


R 0B NM. 


18 what Confuſion does the ian come 

1 From the dark Manſions of th' unhappy Womb? 
As if ſome Ghaſtly Objects did affrighr : 
His render Eyes, when they admit rhe Light; 

At firſt he utters Groans, a Tears, and Cries, 
(Sad Omens of enſuing Miteries - 


IT 


Next, Treble with his Years together grows, 
As he chro- giddy Youth and Manhood goes, 
Repcating ſtill the lab'ring Mother S I brows. 


Then trembling ng Age concludes the diſmal Scene, 
And ends in all the Agonies of Pain, 
Virine, with all her Charms, can't purchaſe Reſt, 
Nor ha rmleſ is Innocence go unoppreſt. 
Witueſs to this, my Saviour and my God, 
And all ye Saints, who fill the bleſt Abode. 
Witnels, ye Martyr'd and Prophetic Band, 
Who round your ſuff' ring Lord triump phant ſtand. 


a. 8 # . a 8 


Seneca. 


Say, 
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ch. I. Of the Trouble of the World, 16} 


Say, Holy Confeſſors, y' immortal Names, 
Who ſung your Anthems in the midſt of Flames. 
Say, Sacred Virgins, by Devotion led 

I' embrace a Szake before rhe Nuptial Bed; 

And with extaric Zeal, and chaſt Defire | 
T' oppoſe your tender Limbs to the devouring Fire. 
Say, Pious Souls, who now in Silence mourn 
Thro' all th* afflicted Realms of Chriſtendom : 

Ye moſt unhappy Part of Human kind,. 
To Gloomy Mines and Lab'ring Oars confin'd : 
Ye, who the Sultan's Tyranny engage, | 

Or the Moſt Chriſtian King's inhuman Rage: 
Ye, who are thruſt by cruel Deſtiny 

Under th' Imperial Eagle's bloody Sway: 

Ye, who in Tzaly receive your Doom, 

By lingring Torments from uſurping Rome: 

Or by the Edicts of her elder Son, 
| Under the Spaniſh Inquiſition groan 2 
| Say, ſay, ye ſuff ring Souls, (for ye beſt know,) 
What barb'rous Treatment Mortals find below. 
Say, how the beſt of Men are forc'd r endure 
Some Devil's Malice or ſome Tyrant's Pow'r. 


| What Madneſs is it then for us to ſtrive 

| Thro' endleſs Pains and Miſeries to live? 

| Why againſt Providence ſnou'd we repine, 
And ſtudy how ro patch Life's broken Line? 
For ſince our Griefs ſo much exceed our Joys; 
Our great Support's the Shortneſs of our Days. 
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164 The Devout Sul. Bock 1 


Am a Vorm and no Man; a very Scam of Men, and the 
Out-caſt of the People. (PL, 22. 6.) 
All they that ſee me, laugh me to ſcorn: * ſhoot out their 
Lips, and ſhake their Heads. (V. 7 
My Lovers and my Neighbours ſand looking upon my Trouble, 
and my Kinſmen ſtand afar off. (Pl. 38. 11.) 
My Enemies live and are tes. and they that hate me 
_ wrongful'y, are many in Number. V. 19.) 
They alſo that ſeek after my Life, lay ſnares for me; . and 
they that go about to do me evil, talk of Wickedneſs, and ima. 
ine Deceit all the Day long, (V. 12.) 
They are daily at hand to ſwallow me up; and when my Fon: 
ſlips, they rejoice greatly againſt me. (Pl. 56. 2. and 35. 16. 
They hold all together, and keep themſelves cloſe, and mark 
my Steps, and miſtake my Lords. (Pi. 56. 5,6). 
O Lord God, to whom Vengeance beſongeth; thou God, to wha 
Vengeance belongeth ; (Pt. 94.1.0 
Hao long ſpall the Ungodly 2? How long ſhall the Ungody tri 
umph? (V. 3. 
Hor long ſhall wicked Deers ſpeak, ſo diſdainfully, and make 
ſuch proud Boaſting? (V. 4.) 
As 4 me, 1 am like a deaf Man, and as one that 1 dumb, 
who deth not open his Mouth. (Pl. 58. 18. 
1 am become even as Man che beareth not, and in whoſe 
Mouth are no Reproofs. (V. 14.) 
For in thee, O Lord, have T put my Truſt; thou ſhalt anſmer 
for me, O Lord my God (V. 15.) 
Thou art my SHield and Defence : Thou art both my 
Judge and 3 
85 thy Pavilion ſhalt thou receive me. whilt the Stormy 
Winds and Tempeſts rage, and the Thunders and Lightning! 
are abroad in the World. 
Unger thy Feathers {hall I be ſafe, till Malice be confin d, 
| and the Jyrauny of nen Sek hn 


i Y M N 
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H T M N II. 


JJ ar art thou ſo full of Heavineſs, O my Soul? And why 
art thou ſo diſquieted within me? (Pl. 42. 6.) 

Deſpiſe not thou the Chaſtening of the Lord; neither be wea- 
ry of his Correction. ( Prov. 3. 11.) 

For if thou Faint in the Day of Adverſity, thy Serengeh 1 
ſmall. (Ch. 14. 10.) 

Then caſt thy Burden upon the Lord, and he ſpall ſuſtain 
thee. (PL, 55. 22.) 

Fot the Lord is merciful, a ſtrong Hold in the Day of Trou- 
ble, and he knoweth them that truſt in him, (Nah 1. 7.) 
I is good that a Man ſhould both hope, and quietiy wait for 
the Salvation of the Lord. (Lam. 3.26.) 
| For the Lord is good unto them 25 wait fer him, to the 
Soul that ſeeheth him. (V. 45 

Hearken unto me, ſaith the Lord, ye that know Rig hrevuſurſs, 
the People in whoſe Heart u my Lew. (Iſa. 51.7.) 

Fear ye not the Reproach of the Mighty, neither be ye afraid 
of their Revilings. (Ibid.) 

Who are ye, that ye ſhould be afraid of a Man that ſhall die, 
and of the Son of Man which ſball be made as Graſs: (V. 12) 


I. even I, am He that comforteth you: Fear not, for I am 


with you : Be not diſmoyed, for I ain your God. (V. Et C47 
10.) 


Ar my avpotired time, Iwill look on your EfſiiAen, and. 


wil requite good for the Curſing of your Enemies. (2 Sam. 
16. 12. 

I will ftrengthen yeu; yea, I will belp you 3 yea, I will up- 
bold you with the right Hand of my Rig hreoulne 6. (II. 41. 10. 

Behold, all they that are incenſed e thee, ; ſtall be fees. 
med and confbunded: They ſhall be as nothing; and they tlat 
| flrive with e {hall periſh. (V. 11.) 

Thou fhalt feek them, and ſhalt not find them, even them that 
contended with thee : They that war gainſt thee, ſtcali be as no- 


| thing, and as a thing of nought. of 12.) 


MA PRATER 
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8 „ 


oat . "I: 


— 
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P RATE R I. 


O Almighty Lord, who haſt appointed this World more 

for a Trial of Patience, than a Reward of Virtue, and 
haſt by thy infinite Wiſdom ordained, that 7hoſe who will 
live Godly in Chriſt Feſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecution ; Look 
down, I beſeech rhee, with an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion 
upon the afflicted State of thy Church; and grant to me, the 
unworthieſt Member of it, ſuch ſpiritual Refreſhments un. 
der all thy Viſitations, that I may bear the Affronts and Diſ- 
aſters of this World with Chearfulneſs and Submiſſion to 
the Divine Will, thro' Jeſus Chritt my Lord, Amen, 


PRATER H. 


Rant, O Lord, that in all my Suffering here upon 
2 Earth, for the Teſtimony of thy Truth, I may ſtedfaſt. 
g.. Steph. Da, Iy lock up to Heaven, and by Faith behold the 

Steph. Day. | a 

. + - * Glory that ſhall be revealed; and being filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, may learn to love and bleſs my Pes. 
ſecutors, by the Example of thy Firſt Saints and Martyrs, 
who prayed for their Murderers to thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, 
who ſtandeſt at the right Hand of God, to ſuccour all thoſe 


who ſuffer for thee, our only Mediator and Advocate. 


Amen. 


CHAP. 


Ct 


2 


w 


8 N 2 Se l AN AS AS AS AS APA 
Wor e eee Nee eee ee 


CHAP. III. 
Of the Shortneſs of Life, 


PS AL: 39. . 
Behold, thou haſt made my Days as an Hand-vreadth------, 


MEDITATION. 


HEN I confider the Numbers that die from the 
Womb, or give up the Ghoſt when they 
come out of the Beliy; when I tee 

ſo many Intants cruſh'd in the Cradle, and Millions 

going our of this World, before they well knew what ir 
was to have been in it; I have fo little Foundation for 

Diſcontent, or G1 -ounds to murmur at the Shortneſs of my 

own Life, that I ſhould hourly ble's the Indulgence of Pro- 

vidence for that Portion of Time which I have already e en- 

joy el. ü 

If any coverons Defires ſhauld ariſe in my ind; any 

immoderate Fondneſs of ong Lt tte, any Dread of Diſealcs, 

or Profpect of a ſudden Diſſolution; I ſhoula filence the 

Mutiny, by a grateful Re fle. Aion upon God's former Fa- 

vour, and learn Submiſſion from the Taoug ghts of what 1 

deſerve, and may expect to ſuffer. N 

Make a ſtaud, O my soul, and look about rhee, and fee 
how thy 1 nrance have quitted the Field before t ne, 
and how few of thy Co-tempora: 85 remain in the Land of 

he Livins: And then tell me, why thou onſd'it prop e 

to draw out thy Life to an bestand Period. and be o feli 

to build upon the uncertain Hopes of three and 5 uſe ore Lars 

Continuance, 
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reaſon to think, that the Majority of the World ſhould make 


ches either by Sap or Battery againſt this little Fort of 
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Alas! J have no reaſon to flatter my ſelf with the 
Thought of being ſo much the Favourite of Heaven, as to 
be fenc'd againſt the common Fare of Mankind, or exem. 
pred from the inevitable Laws of Mortality. I have ng 


their Exit either in their Childhood or their Youth ; and 
that I ſhould be allow'd to keep the Stage, and act my Part, 
till Gray Hairs and Infirmities have ripen'd me for the 
Grave. I know, that in the midſt of Life I am in Death, 
and tho the State of my Health be active and vigorous, 
and my Years flow briskly along without the viſible Inter- 
ruption of any Diſeaſe; yet there are ſtill ſome Contri. 
vances and Machinations againſt me. The Air that | 
breathe, cr the Climate where [ live, may be infectious or 
peſtilential, and the Ring of Terrors may make his Approa- 


Life. Let it be which way it will, the Siege is ſtill vigo- 
rouſty carried on, and the Garriſon muſt in time ſurrender: 
For there are ſo many By-Paths which lead down to the 
Chambers of Death, there are ſo many unſeen Accidents 
which may violently ,cur, tho' they have nor time graduil- 


ly to wear out the Tread of Life, that no Man can have WM oc 
any Dependence upon one Moment's Addition to his vi 
Days. We breathe by Permiſſion, and hold our Days by fa 
Courteſie. Our Meat has expreſs Orders how to nouril: WW Fr 
our frail Bodies, and our Drink is directed which way to thi 
ſupply our exhauſted Spirits. If rhe juſt Cravings of ou: 0 
Appetites are too much thwarted on the one hand, or the tic 
Courie of Nature burden'd and over-charg'd on the other, | Ga 


there is danger of Over-turning the Conſtitution, and ha- 
ſtening on the Diſſolution of the whole. This Earthiy 
Frame is of ſuch a nice and delicate Contexture, and 
compes'd of ſuch a Variety of Springs and Wheels, 
that did not ſome inviſible Hand guide all its Motions, it 
would quickly be our of Order, and fall ro pieces. If a 
Veſſel ſnould be broken, or the Paſſage of the Spirits ſtop: ; 
if the Courſe of the Blood and Humours ſhould be inter- 
rupted, or their Journey too violently precipitated 5 how 
ſoon muſt the greateſt Conqueror be vanquiſhed, and the 
proudeſt Monarch in the World have his Honour laid in the 
Duſt 2 It is not Birth or Power that can privilege a Man 
from the Grave; nor Bravery and {dom that can cut of 


— 


Ch. III. Of the Shortneſs of Life. 169 
the Entail of Death. When we think that we have the 


aireſt Proſpect of living, we are generally the neareſt to 
| Deſtruction : When we take the greateſt Pains, we have 


| che worſt Succeſs; and when we promiſe our ſelves the 


| moſt, we enjoy the leait. 

| Has not the Heir of a Family been taken upon a ſurprize, 
and the Hopes of a Kingdom ſnatch'd away in a Moment, 
and the poor Spectarors been left ro make this melancholy 
Reflection under their Loſs, That there is no 5 | 
| truſt to be put in the Lives of Kings, nor any Con- Me. 1404. Jo 
| dence in Princes? For they are compos'd of the ſame 
| Principles of Corruption with their Subjects and Depen- 
| dents : Their Territories and Dominions are but Grants 
limited for a time, by a ſuperiour Lord; and they muſt 
| ſhortly leave the Inheritance and Poſſeſſion of them to they 
know not whom. 


Why therefore, ſhould I be ſo much concern'd for the 


| Shortneſs of my poor deſpicable Life, when Crowns and 
| Scepters are under an equal Danger? Why ſhould I think 
my (elf ſtretghrned in time, or injur'd in my Condition, 
| when your Alexanders and Cæſars, your Scipio's and Pom- 
pes have undergone the ſame Fare chat I am threaten'd 
| with 2 Why weep ye for me, ye Daughters of Zion ; and why 
ſtand ye thus mournfully round my Bed, O my affectionate 


| Friends and Relations? Would ye detain me longer in 
| this World, to prevent my Happineſs in another? Or do 


| you think, that your Sighs and Tears can bribe my Execn- 
| cioner one Moment, or make my Departure ever the mare 
| calie and tolerable? _ Lg 

| The New Feruſalem, the Heavenly Canaan, muſt be the 
Place that we ſhould all aim at; and happy, thrice happy 1s 
ne that finiſhes his Courſe in the ſhorteſt time: Happy is he 
chat arriveth ſooneſt at his Journey's End, and takes up his 
| Reſt in the peaceful Enjoyment of the Promiſed Land, 
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P O E NM. 


A Tranſlation of the Sentences us'd in the Burial. 
Office of the Church of England, immediately Core 
the Interment of the Dead. 


FRN Mortal Man, of Mortal Woman born, 3 
Shall ſwiftly back ro Mother-Duſt return. f 
He comes forth weeping from the ſtrugling Womb, 
And bears his Native Sorrows to his Fomb. 


As haſty Flow'rs ſpring from the fruitful Ground, 
And are by Mowers Hands cut rudely down: 
Or, as the fleeting Shades o'er Mountains paſs, 
And ſhit: the nimble Scene from Place to Place: 
So Time whirls round, and all things here below 
Turn'd by its rapid Wheel, coufus'dly flow. 
Gay Life's encircl'd by the Arms of Death; 
Nor Youth, nor Beauty can ſecure her Breath. 
In ev'ry Draught we feel the nauſeous Taſt, 
And ev'ry Groan's a Prelude to the laſt. 


Unhappy Man! What Proſpect can'ſt thou have? 
What Conſolation from the mouruful Grave? 
Who can protect thee in theſe gloomy Times? 
Who, bur that God, whoſe Juſtice hates thy Crimes? 


Yer, Mighty God ! Yer, Everlaſting King ! 
Regard our Prayr, and eaſe our Suffering. 
O Holy Saviour ! O Propitious Lord! 
Some Pity to Departing Souls afford. 
With angry Juſtice let thy Merits plead, 
And Mercy for the Sinner intercede. _ 
Thou know ſt the Secrets of a troubl'd Heart, 
See'ſt thro our Thoughts, and can't relieve our Smart. 
To Thee, ro Thee, ihe weary Sufferers 
Diſcloſe their Conſcience, and addreſs their Pray 'rs. 


(3 


ch. III. Of the Shortneſs of Life. yr. 
O Righteous Father! O indulgent Son! | 
Accepr our Suir, and hear our dying Moan. 

as thro' the Vale of Miſery we go, 

| Expecting now to cloſe the Scene of Woe, 

Jet no unmanly Words our Fears betray, 

E Nor the grim Tyrant's Looks the Soul diſmay, 

| Whatever Pains the Body may aſſail, 

Oer Faith and Reaſon let no Pain prevail: 

gut when at laſt we quit our panting Breath. 

| Secure thi immortal Part from endleſs Death. 


I. 
Herefore, O God, haſt thou brought me out of the Womb, 
and introduc'd me upon the Tragical Stage of this 


Tranſitory World ? (Job 10 18.) 
| For the Days of my Puigrimage here ſhall be few; But my 


| able. 0 | 
| The Number of my Months are with thee ; and thou haſt ap- 
pointed my Bounds, which I cannot paſs. (C. 14. 5.) 

| My Days are ſwifter than a Poſt : They flee away, they ſee no 
TOO ET 

They are paſſed away as the ſwift Ships: As the Eagle 
| baſteth to the Prey. (V. 26.) | 

| Nay, the Eagle may return to her home, when ſhe is ſati- 
| ated with Carnage; and the Ships re-viſit the Ports from 
| whence they ſailed, Ns : 

Bur Time is an Ocean which is not twice to be naviga- 


ted; and the Voyage of Life will admit of no Return. 


There may be hope in a Tree, if it be cut down, that it will 


| ſorout again, and that the tender Branch thereof will not ceaſe, 

(C. 14. 7.) | en 
Tho" the Root thereof wax old in the Earth, and the Stock 

chereof die in the Ground ; (V. 8.) 


Yet 


| Troubles numerous; and the Bztterneſs of my Soul inſupport- 5 
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them, (V. .) 
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Tet thro' the Scent of Water, it wil bud, and bring forth 


Boughs like a Plant, (V. 9.) _ 
But Man dieth, and waſteth away; yea, Man giveth up tie 
Ghoſt, and where is he > (V. 10.) luke 
As the Waters fail from the Sea, and the Flood decaye th in; 
dryeth up : (V. 11.) — 
So Man lyeth down, and riſeth 1 not, till the Heavens be u. 
more: They ſpall not awake, nor be raiſed out of their Sleep, 
(V. 12 3 
EE LS 11 
3 
HYMN II. 3 


which are living; And Youth that is ſoon perfected, the 
many Tears and old Age of the Unrighteeus. (Wild. 4. 169 
For tho the Righteous be prevented with Death; yet ſhal |e 


be in Reſt. (V. 7.) 


For honourable Age is not that which ſtandeth in Length of WW 
time, nor what is meaſured by Number of Years. (V. 8.) 

But Wiſdom is the grey Hair unto Men, and an unſpoitcd i ( 
Lifes is Old Age. V. 9.) 


He that is made perfect in a ſhort time, fulfilleth a long time: ¶ m 
For the Number of Tears ſhall be made by the Addition of WM .. 
Obedience. (V. 13.) 


For his Soul pleaſeth the Lord; bene bre haſteth be to take | 7 


him away from among the Wicked. (V. 14) 


O Lord, let me enjoy the Advantage of an early Piery, 
and remember my Creator in the og of my Youth. (Eectel, 
T3: 1} 

So teach me to husband my time, that 1 may apply my 
Heart unto Wiſdom. (Pf, 90. 12.) 


Lord, let me know my End, that T may be certified how long 


T have fo Me. Pl. 39. $.) ©: 


I am a Stranger with thee, and a Sojourner as all my Fathers 
were. (V. 14 ) 

Mine Age is even as nothing in reſpeft of thee ; and ever} 
Man living is altogether Vanity. (V. 6.) 

For Man walketh in a vain ſhadow, and diſquieteth vim ſel elf 
in vain : He heapeth up Riches, and cannot tell wh: ſhall gather 


Had 


* 
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And now, Lord, what is my Hope ? Truly my Hope is even in 
Thee. (V. 8.) 5 FO 

Deliver me from all mine Offences, and make me not a Re- 
| buke unto the Fooliſh, (V. 9.) | | | 


PRATER Lt 


Thank thee, O Lord, for the Years which thy bounteous 
| 4 Providence has already beſtow'd upon me: And if thou 
| ſhalt be pleaſed ro ſpare me any longer, before Igo hence, and 
am no more ſeen, I beleech thee, enable me ſo to husband 
| the Reſidue of my Days, as may tend moſt effectually ro 
| the Honour and Service of thy Name, and the Salvation 
and Happineſs of my own Soul, Amen. 8 


P RATE R f II. 


; 0 Almighty God, who knoweſt my appointed time upon 
| Earth, and may'ſt (if thou thinkeſt fir) require my 
Soul this very Night at my hands; let the Uncertainty of 
| my Death keep me upon my Guard, and haſten my Prepa- 
rations for Eternity: So that my Loins being girded, and my 


| Lamps burning, I may be admitted with the Faithful ro the 


Celebration of the Marriage of the Lamb of God. Amen. 
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Of the Uncertainty of Fortune. 


PS A L. 75.7. 


He putteth down one, and ſetteth up another. 


MEDITATION. 


7HAT che Heathens call'd Fortune, the Chriſtians 
more properly repreſent to us under the Name 
| of Providence. For fince the Redeemer of Man- 
kind has rectify d and improv'd our Notions both of God 
and Religion, we are taught, that there is no ſuch thing as 
Chance or Accident in this World: But the minuteſt Paſſages 
fall under the Divine Cognizance ; and the moſt fortuitous 
and caſual Events are the ſteady Reſult of infinite Wiſdom 
and Prudence, | „ 

However, ſince the Hays of Providence are oftentimes 
out of our Sight, and the Reaſon of the Almighty's Acting 
does not come within the compaſs of our lenden 
we are led by Cuſtom to ute the antiquated Terms of 
Chance and Fortune, and not to keep up to Religious 
Strictneſs, or Propriety of Speech, either in Civil or Di- 
vine Matters. Bur ſtill, great care is to be taken againſt 
the Impoſture of Words; and Chriſtians are to be cauti— 
ous nor to blend the Goſpel with Paganiſm, nor to convey 
any Heatheniſh Notions under the Phraſes and Expreſſions 
of Heatheniſh Writers. 


Thou 


7 oo. oo 


ch. V. The Uncertainty of Fortune. 155 
Thou ſeeſt, O my Soul, that there is a promiſcuous Di- 
{ribution of Good and Evil; that all things "IR 
come alike to all; and that there is one Event to ect. 9. Bs 
the Righteous and to the Wicked ; to the Good and to the Clean, 
Ind to the Unclean : But Religion and Reaſon will inform 
mee, that this Diſtribution is either by the expreſs Ap- 
pointment, or the tacit Permiſſion of a Supream Being; 


and that the Wiſdom and Beauty of Providence are even 


| conſpicuous in the ſeeming Irregularities of Govern- 
ment. is rs 

| © Whoever obſerves the World, and rhe Order of it, 
| 4 will find all the Motions in it to be only a Viciffirude of 
| © Falling and Riſing, and that nothing can plead a juſt 
Title ro Reſt and Conftancy. "The Smiles of Fortune 


| are uncertain, and her Gifts are precarious ; There is no 
| Dependence upon her Favours, nor ſhould there be any Re- 


| ſentment at her Diſpleaſure. The Calm ceaſes, and the 


Winds riſe ; the Sea ſwells, and rages in a Moment; 
„and the Ships are ſwallow'd up ar Night in the very 


place where they were ſporting in the Morning k. The 
Merchant's Hopes are dafh'd upon the Rocks, and the Sai- 
| lor's Life is facrificed to his Avarice ; and all this by what 


the World calls Chance, or an unexpected Turn of Mind 
and Weather. | 1 


Now, the Uſe I would make of theſe Obſervations, 1s, 
not to buoy up my Mind with any Libertine and Athe- 


iſtical Norions, or to argue my ſelf into a Disbelief of the 


Divine Providence; but ro ſhew, what little Dependence 


there is to be had upon thoſe ſublunary Things, which 


God has been pleaſed to keep in a perpetual Flux and 
Motion, and to diſtribute in ſuch unequal and diſpropor- 
| tionate Shares to the Sons of Man, 

Take a View, O my Soul, of the Principalities and Pow- 
ers, of the Empires and Kingdoms of this World; and ſee 
what Changes and Revolutions, what Turns and Alterati- 
ons have happen d in a few Years. How have the Rulers 


and Potentates of the Earth perſecuted and dethron'd one 


another; and without asking Counſel of the Almighty, arbi- 
| rrarily diſpos'd both of che Perſons and Territories of their 
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196 Dye De vout Soul. Bock lv 
Neighbours? And then a ſurpriſing Turn of Providence 
has brought Things into their right Courle and Cannel 3. 
gain, ſettled Government upon its ancient Baſis, and 
made the proud Intruders of this World kzow that they are 

but Men, and muſt act in ſubordination to a ſuperiour Pow. 

er. For the Moſt High ruleth in the Kingdoms if 
the Earth, and giveth them to whom ſoever he wi]. 

Miſdom and Might are his, and he changeth the 

Times and the Seaſons : He removeth Kings, and 

ſetteth up Kings. : 

Cities and Palaces have been mortal as well as Men, and 
met with the {ame hard Fate as their Founders: And many 
of thoſe which are fer off with ſuch Pomp and Flouriſh in 
our Ancient Hiſtories, have nor (that we can find) one Stor 
left upon another, nor any Memorial remaininꝑ that they e. 
der were. Earthquales may have iwallow d them up, or 
Flames reduc'd them to Aſhes; the Hands of Time may 
have crumbled them to Duſt, or the Violence of War de. 
moliſh'd their Beauty. e . 

It has not far'd much better with Great as well as Pri. 

vate Families; and the Succeſſion of a few Years has al. 
ways diſcover'd ſome Misfortune in the moſt prouiiſing 

Branches of them. Where's that Eftate which may nor 
« be follow'd upon the Heel with Famine and Beggar; ? 

„% That Diguity, which he next Moment may not be laid 

« in ihe Duſt? That Kingdom, which is ſecure from Oe— 

* ſolation and Ruin f? One rites, and another declines; 
one is ennobled, and another debated. „ 

Safety and Honour may ſurround a Man to day; and 
the Love of his Countrey, and the Acclamation of his 
Admirers arid him, whenever he walks the Streets: But 
an Impeachment and the Tower may be his Portion to mor— 
row, and the Axe and the Scaffold the End of all his Glo- 
fy. : 
Bur in all theſe things there is more of Providence than 
Men are aware ot; and the Tranſactions ought to be 
ponder'd in our Mind, and the Doings of the Lord to be ac- 

counted marvellous in our Eyes. 'T1s God that ſets up, and 

pulls down; that rromo:es one, and diſplaces another: 


Dan. 4. 17» 


C. 2. 20, 18 
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fis he that ſeals up the 7/omb of thoſe that want: 
Iſſue, and maketh the barren Woman to keep houſe, Pl, 1134 9) 
and be a joyful Mother of Children. Tis he that poureth 
Contempt upon Princes, and cauſeth them to wan- 

ler in the Wilderneſs, where there is no Way. Pl. 107. 40. 
And again, Heraiſeth up the Poor out of the Duſt, _ 

and lifteth up the Beggar from the Dungil to ſee * © 28. 


them among Nobles, and make them inherit a Throne of Glory. 


Go to now, thou great Projecter: Tell me, thou Searcher 
of Cauſes and Events: Thou that pretendeſt ro be conver- 
ſant with Futurity, and to be favoured with the Revelari- 
| on of hidden Things: Where is the Stability of Empire 
| and Dominion? What Dependence is rhere upon great Fa- 


milies? What Duration in Monuments and Inſcriptions > 


Braſs and Marble will moulder into Duſt, and your great 
Names which lie under them, may be quickly forgotten, 
There is nothing ſtable and permanent under the Son; but 
Chance and Viciſſitude are perpetually ringing the Chan- 


ges, and traverſing the Rounds of Human Affairs- This 


| World is founded on the Seas, and eftabliſhed on the Floods; the 
very Foundation of it is laid in Mutability, and the Eſtah- 
liſnment reels to and fro like a drunken Man. After ſeveral 
Toſſes and Fluctuarions, ſeveral Changes and Revolutions, 
it will inevitably come to its decreed Period, and baulk the 


| Expectation of its moſt paſſionate Admirers. Tis only 


Cod, (who is the true Principle of Firmneſs and Stability) 
that can adjuſt the Diſorders and Inequalities of this mor- 
tal Life ; tis the Enjoyment of a Future State, which muſt 


fx the Sons of Adam upon a durable Foundation, and re- 


move them beyond the Reach of Fortune, or the Power 54 
Accident. 
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I. 
WW HAT mighty Projects do employ 
The lab'ring Brain of thoughtful Man? 
What Schemes are thole we Mortals lay 
For the Event of ev'ry Day ? 
Can we ſuppole, that vaſt Eternity 
Should be confin'd within a Span? 
Can we ſuppoſe, this brittle Houſe of Clay 
Should on its tott'ring Pillars ſtand, 
And brave the fierce Attacks of Time's devouring Hand! 


. 


How often have I ſeen the ſhatter'd Bark 
Expos d to all the Fury of the Sea; 
And aim'd at as th unhappy Mark, 
When low'ring Tempeſts firſt deform the Sky. 
And rolling Clouds their watry Forces drain 
From diſtant Parts, ro pour 'em on the Main? 
Behold the Surges, and the bluſt ring Wind, 
The roaring Billows, and the Waves combin d, 
Upon their iwelling Backs ro mount her bigh, 
And dart her tow'ring Sails againſt the Sky: 
And the lubſiding Waters throw 
Her leaky Hulk into th' Abyſs below. 
So Human Life, in this tumultuous State 
Is always in a Storm, and fighting with its Fate, 
And thro ten thouſand Dangers toſt, 
Till on the Rocks and Shelves at laſt tis loſt, 


| III. 
Behold, how ſoon the Ruler of the Day 8 
Thro' half the Azure Plain is driv'n, E 
And climbs the ſteepy Ridge of Heav'n 
And glitters with reſulgent Beams of Li ght: 
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ca w. The Uncertainty of Fortune. 179 
And yet without one Minute's ſtay, 

His fiery Chariot will deſcend, 
Haſt' ning to reach his Journey's End,) 

And leave us in the dark Abyſs of Night. 
Oh! Could ſome Fav'rite Foſh'ah's Hand 
Reverſe the harſh Decrees of Fate, 

And make th' officious Sun bur wait: 
Could Pray'rs or Tears his Courſe arreft, 
And his unruly Steeds command ; 

Could any Powr, but what's Divine, 
Pinion the nimble Wings of Time, 

How could the Slot hful Sons of Men be bleſt? 9 

| IV. 

Ah wretched Man! How art thou toſt 
'Twixt flatt'ring Hopes, and tort'ring Fears ; 
Iwixt fleeting Foys, and reſtleſs Cares 

Only the preſent Minute is thy own; 

What's gone's irrevocably loſt, 
Nor art thou ſure of what's to come ? 


V. 
In vain, believe me, 'tis in vain, 
Io let repining Thought ſurvey 
Old Time and Nature's Infancy, 
And of the Patriarch's Age complain, 
When after Threeſcore Tears and Ten, 
(The fatal Period of us mortal Men:) 
The Youthful Sire had Days in ſtore behind 
T' enjoy the Earth, and propagate his Kind.  _ 
The Scene's now chang'd, and none ſo long withſtand 
Th' unerring Strokes of Death's relentleſs Hand. 


VI. 
Ye empty Names, ye glitt'ring Things, 
| Ye haughty Tyrants, curſed Kings; 

Te great Diſturbers of the World, 
Zy whom all Nature's to Confuſion hurl'd ; 
Te Wretches, who, to purchaſe Fame, 
Wou'd fer the Univerſe in Flame: 

Conſider that your Days are few, 

Your Joys grow old, your Grefs grow new; 
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Ten thouſand Dangers wait upon your Crown, 

And Death contrives all means to pull you down. 
She hates to tread the common Way, Bur 
By which we little Mortals dye; 

Bur feeds unuſual Methods to deſtroy: 
Either ſhe prompts the Cruel Son, 

{Whoſe young Ambition's gaping for a Throne . 5 

Or by Rebellion puſhes on 

An injur'd Subject, or an open Fe, 

Or a pretended Friend, to ſtrike the deſtin'd Blow. 

Thus ye, who liv'd like Gods, like Brutes may dye, 
And all your Pomp and Glory muſt 

Mix in the common Heap of Duſt, 
And undiſtinguiſh'd with the Vulgar lye. 


Book IVb. T 


V HO is he that PRI confide in his own Sagacit 

What Mortal can think, that he has ſtrength an 
ſufficiency in himſelf for any Enterprize 7 5 

Every Diſappointment is a Confuſion to our Wiſdon 
and every Accident baffles and defies our Power. 

An Omniſcient Being looks down upon our Contrivan 
ces, and an Inviſible Hand croſſes our Defigns. | 

The Lot is caſt into the Lap; but the whole Diſpoſing there 
5s of the Lord, (Pr. 16. 33.) 

The Wiſhes of anxious Man are fruſtrated, and his | 
tions blaſted or countermined. 

The Race ij not always to the Swift, nor the Battel to th 
Strong ; neither yet Bread to the Miſe, nor yet Riches to Men 
of underſtanding. (Ecel. 9. 110 

There is no King that can be ſaved by the Multitude of « 
Hoſt ; neither is there any mighty Man delivered by mul 
Strength. (Pl. 33. 15. + 

An Horſe is counted but a vain thing to fave a Man; neithe 
foal be de rer any Man by his great Strength, (V. 16.) 


Succe/ll * 
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Succeſs does not always follow the moſt promiſing Means, 
or Laurels adorn the Brows of the Magnanimous. 


its the Ballance to the weaker Side. 

The moſt inconſiderable Inſtruments are moſt ſucceſsful, 
nd Time and Chance happen to all. (Eccl. 9. 11.) 

The baſe things of this World confound the Mighty, and 
ing that are not, bring to nought things that are. (1. Cor. 


Pull it ſelf is a Match for Miſdom, and Weakneſs dares 
o cope with Serength _ 

For the Pooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than Men ; and the I eak- 
ſs of God is ſtronger than Men: (V. 25.) 

That no Fleſh living ſhould glory in his Preſence; But he 
that plorieth, ſhould glory in the Lord. EY 2 9, 31. 5 


e 


fiat your ſelves, O ze People, and ye ſhall be broken in 
pieces; and give ear, all 3e of far Countries : (lia. S. 9.) 
Gird your ſelves, and ye ſhall be broh2n in pieces; gird your 
elves, and ye ſhall be broken in pieces. (V. 9.) 

Take counſel together, and it ſhall come to noug be; 3 [peak the 
Wira, and it ſhall not ſtand. (V. 10.) | 

For many among you ſhail ſtumble, and fall, and be broken, 
and be ſnared and be taken. (V. 15.) 

For the Lord looketh down from Heaven, and beho!deth all the 
Children of Men: From the Habitation of his N he 
confidereth all them that dwell on the Earth. (PC. 33. 13. } 

He faſhioncth all the Hearts of them, and undn1ftandeth all 
their Forks. (V. 14) 

Bleſſed are the People, whoſe God is the Lord Fehovah ; and 

bleſſed are the Folk that he bath choſen to him, to be bis Inheri- 
tance. (V. 12.) ; 

Therefore will I ſeek unto God for his Favour ; and unto 

God will I commit my Cauſe. {Job 5.8.) 

For he ſetteth en bigh thoſe that Fu low, that thoſe 
that mourn may be exalted to Safety. (V. 11. 


For the Ceunſel of the Lord fhail endure for eder; and the 


Thoughts of his Heart from Generation ! to Generation, (Pl. 33. 


un.) 
N 3 Bu: 


Bur Providence inter poſes to exert her Sovereignty, and 
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192 De Dewout Soul. Bock IV. chat 
But he bringeth the Counſel of the Heathen to nought, and 
maketh the Device of the People to be of none effect. (V. 10% 
Hie diſappointeth the Schemes of the Crafty, ſo that the;, UN 
Hands cannot perform their Enterprize, (Job 5. 12.) 
He taketh the Wiſe in their own Wiſdom, and the Counſel if 
the Froward is carried headlong. (V. 13.) 1 
They meet with Darkneſs in the Day-time, and grope in thy 
Noon-day as in the Night. (V. 14) | 


* * 8 


1 TE R I, 


CY Lord God, who ſeeſt that I pur not my Truſt in any 
thing that Ido; Mercifully grant that by thy Power 

Serag . Sund. I may be defended againſt all Adverſity, thro 

Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 8 0 


p R ATEN I. 


A Sfiſt me mercifully, O Lord, in all my Supplication; 
41 and Prayers, and diſpoſe the Way of thy Servant to- 
| Wards the Attainment of everlaſting Salvation; 
that among all the Changes and Chances of this 
mortal Life, I may ever be defended by thy moſt gracious 
and ready Help, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


Commun, Cer. 
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ho | | 0 
Of Defect of Iſſue. 
ER 41. 30. 
ny ite ge this Man Childleſs. 
ver win | 
10 


MEDITATION. 


HERE is ſnch a natural Defire for the Procreation of 
Children, ſuch a Love for them when alive, and 
ſo much Lamentation at their Death; that whoe- 
ver treats upon this rickliſh Subject, muſt rake great 
care in guarding his Arguments, or expect to be frown'd 
and retorted upon by indulgent Parents. But whether Men 
wml hear, or whether they will forbear, the Truth is not to be 
ſifted, neither is the Fondneſs of our Paſſion to be ſooth'd 
to the Prejudice of our Reaſon, and the Impeachment of 
Providence. Children are certainly to be reckoned amongſt 
Temporal Enjoyments; and Time may nurle them up for 
Croſſes as well as Comforts to thote that brought them 
forth. | | 7 
I ſhall therefore make it my preſent Buſineſs to conf. 
der, how a Chriſtian ſhon!d manage upon the Lofs, or De- 
fault of Iſſue, and how far Prudence is concerned to forti- 
| fie the Mind with ſuch Arguments as may juſtiſie the Pro- 
ceedings of God, and adminiſter to che File of Men under 
all the Misfortunes of this nature. 


N 4. Eo Then, 
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1. Then, if there were no other Inconvenience in 4 
numerous Family, but the torturing of the Mind, and the 
fatiguing of the Body, for their daily Support and M ainte. 
nance, I cannot ſee why fome Men, that are Loyers of 
their Eaſe, ſhould be over-fond and ſollicirous abour Chil. 
dren, unleſs they can be content to court Trouble, and 
ſtudy to add more heavy Burdens to the conſtant Calami. 
ties of Human Life. What Pleaſure can there be in rf 
early. and ſettiug up late? In e the Bread of Carefulneſ, 
aud drinking the Water of Affliction? And all this, perhaps 
for a young *prodival Heir, who wiſhes his good Old Father 
at Reſt, and longs for the ranſacking of his Clolet, and the 

pillaging of his Eſtate. 

l have been oftentimes a melancholy Spectator of the 
Sweat and Toil, which the provident part of the World 
undergo, for the Proviſion of bare Wenn for their 
celpective Families. 

One Man attends Markets and Fairs, encounters with 

Wind and Weather, and travels with an aking Heart and 
an hungry Stomach. _ 
Another goes down to the Sea in Ships, and occupies his Buſs 
neſs in the great Peep; vitis Foreign Countries, tranſports 
their Commodities into his own, and fiudies to enrich him- 
ſelf by Merchandice and Trafji ck. 

A Fhird is * d down by har. Neceſſiry to the Labour of 
his Hands, and the Sweat of his rows ; to the managing of 
Oxen, or the fizhting with the Fire; and muſt expect his 
Livelihood from the Tillage of the Barch, or the Improve: 
ment of our Manufactures. 

Nov the greateſt part of all theſe Fatigues and Anxie- 
ries, is to be attributed to the Numerouſueſs of Mens Fami— 
lies. Thoſe, who have no more Mouths to fill than their 
emu, have little need to undertake any hazardous Voyages, 
or travel an) weariſome Journies; ; bur may pats their 
Days in Pleaſure, and their Nights in Eaſe ; labour with 
Moderation, and flee ep without Dif ur panes. | 
2dly, TotheſeInconveniences, we muſt add the Expence 
of Education. 150 che Hazards our Children run, during 
their e of being per -Crteg | 15 thelr Principles, or de- 
baucked in e ir ' Moral 3, 
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Huth is not only prone to Vice, and particularly addicted 
to ſome ſort of Exceſſes; but is beſet with ſuch powerful 
Temptations, and enflay'd to ſuch a Train of boiſterous 
paſſions, that rhe Extravagances of it are ringing in our Ears 
from all Quarters, and the Effects are too fatally known ro 
moſt conſiderable Families in the Kingdom. No Man is 
ſecure of tranſmitting his Virtues to his Poſteriry, and 
ſtemming the Tide of Vice in giddy and headſtrong ourh. 
Tho the Parents ſnould have an ablojurte Sway over their 
paſſions, and ſhoald be never ſo eminent for Temperance 
and Chaſtiry ; yer does it not follow, that the Children 
ſhould always flee youthful Luſts, or have any native Anti- | 
pathy ro the Stews or the Tavern. 

Hence it is, that we ſo often hear Perſons of Age entring 
their Proteſtations againſt their Children, and complaining 
of thoſe unnatural Returns, which ſuch praceleſs Wretches 
pay for the Care and Charge of their Education. The 
Hoary Head laments the Infamy and Dilgrace, which is in- 
troduc'd into a Family by the Extravagances of a Son, and 
often wiſhes and prays that he were our of rhe Number of 


Fathers, rather than be continually mortify'd with the Debts 
and Vices of one or other of his Family. 


hy. The 8 of an unfortunate March is another In- 
convenience which attends Chi/dren, and none of the leaſt 
Mortification to careful and provident Parents. If jacob 
(ſys Rebeccah) takes a Wife of the Daughters 
of Heth, ſuch as theſe which are of the 
Daughters of the Land, what good ſhall my Life do me ? 
For where's the Comfor rt of our Days, or the Fruit of our 
Lavours, when Pride and Extravagenty are once admitted 
imo a Family. and the Prodigality of Huth vainily ſquanders 
away, what the Prudence and [ilcretion of many Tears 
have been ſo long procuring? No Man, before Experience, 
is ſufficiently aware of the Charms and Perſuaſions of rhe 
Fair Sex, and how the Wife of his Boſom may put the 
indulgent Husband upon the mot ſcandalous and unjuſti- 
able Actions. Solomon (norwirhftlanding the plentiful Ef- 
fuſion of the Divine Wiſdom upon his Heart) was teduc'd 
by bis Wives to Idolatry ; and Abab's unparal- 
ell d Wickedneis is afcrib'd by the Holy oy 
10 Fe Zabel, his Conſort. Ge 21. 255 


1 
N. 2. 


Gen. 27. 46. 


1 K. 11.7, 8 . 
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Now when ſuch haughty and rurburlent Spirits, ſuch Sor. 
cereſſes and Harlots are engrafted into a Family, what 
Vexation muſt the headſtrong Son give to his Father > 
What Heavineſs muſt he occaſion to his Mother? He en. 
rails Poverty upon himſelf, and a Curſe upon his Family , 


ſours the Temper, and changes the Diſpoſition of the mou 


affectionate Parents; embitters their Comforts, and ſad- 
dens the Remainder of their Years ; and at laſt bring: 
down their gray Hairs, before the appointed time, with Sor 
row to the Grave. N 


4759, In the laſt place, we may, for the Completion of 
all our Misfortunes, conſider the Bodily Infirmities, as well as 
Moral Imperfections of our Children: We may conſider the 
Deficiency of their Underſtanding, as well as the Irregula- 
rity of their Lives; the Diſaſters which flow from Chance 
and Fortune, as well as the Incapaciries which reſult from 


Nature and Couſtitution. 


No Man has the leaſt Aſſurance, whether his Son and 
Fel, 4 15. Heir ſhall be a wiſe Man or a Fool; whether 
FEE. he ſhall be Beautiful or Deform'd ; a Saint or 


a Sinner? We oftentimes ſee, that your Wiſeſt Men are 


diſappointed in their Expectation, and your Solomons and 


Fofiahs are not ſecure of Succeſſors endued with the ſame 


Wiſdom and Integrity with themſelves. 

| Theſe are {ome of the Arguments, O my Soul, which 
may ſerve to comfort us under the Loſs or Want of Chil- 
dren : For under whatever Obligations and Engagements 
a Natural Affection may be ſuppoled ro have brought us, 
yet when Providence runs counter to our Deſigns, and 


thinks fir ro blaſt our moſt promiſing Hopes, the Diſpenſa- 


tions of Heaven are not to be diſputed, and the Mealures 
of Reſignation will tie us down to a chearful Acquiet- 
1 of the Womb may be an Heritage that cometh from 
the Lord, and happy may be the Man that hath his Quiver full of 
them: Bur then we muſt ſtill contels, that the Lord, who 
firſt gave, has the Power to take away at Pleaſure ; and as 
we have no Right to the Gift, ſo we can ſuffer no Wrong by 


the Fthdrawing of it: And therefore we ought at all times, 
and under all Diſappointments, zo bleſs the Name of the 
= 5 | Rn Lord, 


cence and Contentment. Children and the Fruit 


77. Gi oe wed” MC: 
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Lord, and to keep our Deſires in a dutiful Submiſſion, and 
an abſolute Dependence on our Almighty Creator. 


P O E M. 


David's Speech and Requeſt to Jo AH for the 
Preſervation of AuSALoOM; and his Lamen- 
tation apon the News of his Death; deſcribed 
from the 18th Chapter of the Second Book of 
SAv MUE I, 8 at Ferſe 3 4 


Go. Mighry General, ro tht important Poſt ; 
Review the Troops, and head the Martial Hoſt, 

Go, fight your Maker's and your Sov reign's Caule ; 
Relieve your Countrey, and ſecure its Laws. 
Go, chaſe the Rebels from the Mountain's Side; 
Reſtrain their Fury, and chaſtiſe their Pride: 
Bur when the Fortune of th' auſpicious Day, 
Shall make my Son and Iſrel's Tribes, your Prey, 
Gently, ah! gently deal with Abſalom; 
Cruſh the Conlpirators, bur ſave my Son, 
Unwarily from Virtue's Paths he ſtrays, 
Dazled with Honour, and ſeduc'd by Praiſe : 
Empire's deluding Charms the Youth mil. led, 
And crafty Counſels Innocence berray'd : 
But now, I'm ſure, hes willing to ſubmit, 
And own his Errors at his Father's Feet. 
He ſees, he fees the Fruits of Factlous Times; 
Abhors his Folly, and abjures his Crimes, 
Oh! Could your conqurring Arm bur once ng 
The darling Pledge into the Father's Pow'r 
I, the neglected Harp wou'd ſtring again, 
And ſpeak your Valour in no vulgar Strain ; 
J would, I would unfold the Scenes of Biils, 
And tell your Glories after my Deceaſe. 


He ſaid: And to the Field the Captains go, 
Twixt Rage and Pity to engage the Foe, By 
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By Eph'rim's Wood the embattail'd Squadrons wait, 

| And conſcious Guilt forebodes the impending Fate. 
The Royal Hoſt ſoon makes the Omen good, 

And beats the Rebels thro' a neighb'ring Yd: 

Thick as the Leaves the ſlain Battalions lye, 

And glutted Beaſts abhor their laviſh Prey. 

The vanquiſh'd Prince no longer truſts to Might ;] 

But tries reſcape, and ſave himſelf by Flight. 

As thro' the Branches of a ſpreading Oak 

His warlike Steed with eager Mettle ſtruck ; 

The waving Boughs entwiſt the Rzder's Hair, 

And hold the Youth ſuſpended in the Air. FE. 

Thoſe comely Locks which on his Shoulders hung, 

(The pleafing Theme of ev'ry Virgin's Song:) 

Shall now no more employ the Ladzes Breath ; 

Unhappy Cauſes of their Maſter's Death! 


Thus fickle Beauty glories for a while 

To ſpread her Gifts and on her Vor'ries ſmile ; 
Bur foon turns Tyrant, and the Fair berrays, 
And whom ſhe laſt admires, ſhe firſt deſtroys. 


A. ſtragling Shepherd ſaw the Acident, 
And flies with Tidings to the Gen'ral's Tent : 
Joab, in Fury ſnarch'd the Fatal Dart, 5 
And thrice transfix d the dying Hero's Heart. 


Then the glad Trumpet ſounds for Vict'ry won, 
And Jrel's Troops back to their Tents return. 
The Chieftains met, and valiant Cufhi choſe 

To bear the Tidings of their vanquiſh'd Foes : 
Swift as the Wind, with a furpritiag Raſt, 

O'er the ſmooth Plain, the nimble Courrier paſt. 
The penſive Monarch on the Watch-Tow'r ſar, 
Willing to know, bur fearful of his Fate: 
Comending Paſſions in his Boſom row; 

But Love ſtill kept th' Aſcendant of his Soul. 


As Cuſbi enter'd, cries the indulgent King, 
* How fares my Son? What Tidings doſt thou bring? 
“ What's the Reſult of this unnat'ral Strife; 
Has Joab kept his Word? And fav'd the Prince's Life? 


Cui 
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Cuſbi amaz'd, with ſtamm'ring Dread replies; 
„ As that Unhappy Youth, be all thy Enemies: 
„Let Rebels meer with his untimely Fate; 
© Then David ſhall be ſafe and I/re! great. 


The Prince's Death does all the Court annoy, 
And ſhades the Triumph of the Joyful Day. 
Each liſt'ning Breaſt receives the dread Surprize, 
And tells irs Sorrow by its weeping Eyes. 
Th' afflicted Monarch to his Chamber went, 
To mourn his Loſs, and give his Paſſions Vent. 
A Cloudy Sorrow on his Viſage hung; 
And as with faultring Steps he went along, 8 
Theſe melting Sounds dropt from his tender Tongue: 


A poor unhappy Youth, my fav'rite Son! 
The Prop and Comfort of my Age is gone. 
* Ah! render Bloſſom from my Boſom torn! 
© How will the Parent-Tree thy Abſence mourn? 
„O Abſalom! My deareſt Abſalom ! | 

All muſt thy Beauty and thy Sweetneſs own. 
All muſt compaſſionate my bending Years, 
Deplore % Doom, and juſtifie my Tears. 

* O Abſalom ! 1 could my Life refign, 
And ſhed my aged Blood to ranſom thine. 
* O crue! Foab ! Would thy fatal Dart 3 
Had miſs'd the Son's, and pierc'd the Father's Heart. 
My hoary Locks had ſmil'd upon the Grave, | 
Had thy unhappy Arm the Goodly Youth but fav'd, 
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ATMN I. 


J Hoſo deſpiſeth Wiſdom and Nurture, are miſerable, and 

their Hope is in vain; (Wiſd. 3. 11.) 

Their Labour unfruitful, and their Works unprofitable ; thei; 
Mives are fooliſh. and their Off ſpring is curſed: (V.11,12,1:,) 
Wherefore bleſſed is the Barren that is undefiled, which hath 
not known the ſinful Bed : She Hall have her fruit in the Viſita. 
tion of Souls. (V. 13) A E 

And bleſſed is the Eunuch, which with his Hands hath wrought 
no Iniquity, nor imagined wicked things againſt God. (V. 14.) 

For unto him ſhall be given the ſpecial Gift of Faith, and an 
Inheritance in the Temple of the Lord, more acceptable to hi; 
Mind. (V. ibid.) > 

Better 15 it to have no Children, and to have Virtue : For the 
Memorial thereof is immortal. (C. 4. 1.) 
But the multiplying Brood of the Ungodly ſhall not thrive, nor 
mY deep root from Baſtard-Slips, nor lay any faſt Foundation, 
A e * 

For tho they flouriſh in Branches for a time; yet ſtanding not 
| faſt, they ſhall be ſhaken with the Wind, and thro the force of 
IVinds they ſhall be rooted out. (V. 4.) „„ 

The imperfe&t Branches ſhall be broken off, their Fruit unpro- 
fitable, not ripe to eat; yea, meet for nothing. (V. 5) 
Nay, tho they ſHhould happen to live long, yet ſhall they be no- 
thing regarded: And their laſt Age ſhall be without Honour. 
[Ch 3.17) | 

Or if they die quickly, they have no Hoge, neither Comfort in 
the Day of Tlyal. (V. 18.) 


HYMN 
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HYMN HI. 


| W HY art thou ſo intent, O my Soul, upon Temporal 
Honour, and ſollicitous for the Prolongation of thy 
Name and Family? | IH 
Why art thou ſo outragious againſt Providence, becauſe 
| thy Sons dont grow up as the young Plants, and thy Daughters 
remain as the poliſh'd Corners of the Temple? (PI. 144. 12. 
Tho' thy promiſing Heir thould be nipt in the Bloſſom, 
and the Foy of thy Glory, and the Deſire of thine Eyes taken a- 
way with a ſtroke : (Ezek. 24. 25,16.) 
Tet neither ſhalt thou mourn nor weep, neither ſhall thy Tears 
run down. (V. 16.) 
Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the Dead ; bind the Tire 
of thine Head upon thee, and put on thy Shoes upon thy Feet, 
V. 17.) | | | = | 
| Thou may'ſt adopt to thy ſelf an Heir from another's 
Loins, and be guided in thy Choice by the Rules of Virtue. 
For all Mankind are Brethren by Nature, and Deſcendants 
from the ſame unhappy Progenitors. 5 
Me are all of us incorporated into the Chriſtian Society, 
and the Houſhold of Faith has a Right to Inheritance. 
But if this Method of Adoption ſhould nor be pleating, and 
the Heir to an Eſtate muſt not be of a ſtrange Family, 
Hearken unto me, ye that are Rich and Childleſs, and J 
will ſhew you a more excellent Way, (1 Cor. 11, 31.) 
A Way that will contribute ro rhe Preſervation of your 
Riches, and give you a Name better than of Sons and Daughters. 
Your own Works may embalm your Memory, and your 
Ads of Charity inveſt you with Immortality. | 
The Widow and Orphan may be your conſtant Family, 
and the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings proclaim your Praiſe. 
Then ſhall your Name endure for ever; your Name ſhall re- 
main under the Sun among tho Poſterities which {hall be bleſſed 
thro you, (PL. 72. 17.) . 
Your Memorial ſhall extend rhro' all Ages, and the 
Tongues which are yer unborn ſhall call you Bleſſed. 


PRAYER 
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FRATE KR bn 


= ” O Merciful Lord and Heavenly Father, by ny gracl 
or ous Gift Mankind is increaſed, and by whoſe ſole 
Bleſſing we are fruitful in the Procreation of 
Children; I reſign theſe precious Gifts entirely 
ro the Diſpoſal of thy Infinite Wiſdom ; and if thou thai: 
think it expedient to continue any of my Family in this 
World, all that I requeſt of thee, is, to give me ſuch ; 
Space of time, that I may ſee my Children Chriſtianly and 
virtuonſly brought up to thy Honour and Praiſe, through 


Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


Matrimony. 


P R 4 T E R II. 


0 Almighty God and Meiciful Father, to whom alone 
belong the Iſſues of Life and Death; look dow: Wi 
from Heaven, I humbly beſeech thee, with the q 
een. Eyes of Mercy upon all ſick Perſous and young —t. 
= Children; that if it fall be thy good Pleaſure ro protons WEE 
1 bhbeir Days here upon Earth, they may live to thee, and be 


4 . Inſtruments of thy Glory, by ſerving thee fal: bfully, and 
1 doing good in their Generations; or elle receive them imo 
1 thoſe Heavenly Habirations, where the Souls of thema: __ 
# |  fleep in the Lord Jeſus, enjoy perpetual Reſt and Felich. 
1 Amen. 
| Cha 
i 
| 

Li 
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BOOK V. 
Of Encouragement under Afflictions. 


C A HP. I. 
Of Aflictions in general. 


a 


10 B 2. 10. 


Shall we receive gocd at the hand of God, and ſhall we not 
receive evil? 
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Y Condition upon Earth, ſeems, in many reſpects, 
to reſemble that of our Saviour and 
his Difciples at Sea, when a great 

Tempeſt aroſe, and covered the Ship with Wis ater, and _ the 
() am- 
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Company fled with Trembling and Conſternation to their 
Divine Maſter, and addreſs'd him for Protection and Se. 
curiry from the devouring Deep, For every Paſſenger thro 
this World is in a troubleſome and tempeſtuous State, meets 
with conſtant Storms and Hurricanes, and is toſs'd and 
tumbl'd from one Coaſt to another, before he can finiſh his 
Voyage: The Winds rage, and the Waves roar, and Hor. 
tor preſents it {elf in ſuch hideous Shapes, that we are ne. 
_ ceftirared to cry out upon every Occalion, Lord, ſave us; 
we periſh, And Thanks be to God, that we have ſuch a 
Friend and Protector in the needful Time of Trouble; that 
we know whirther to iy for Affiſtance, and by what Intrea- 
ties and Supplicarions ro procure it. What, tho' Fortune 
frowns, and the World grows malicious; tho' thine Ene— 
mies ſwagger, and thy Friends tremble 3 Yer the Lord'; 

Hand is not ſnortned, that it cannot ſave; neither 
br Ear heavy, tbat it cannot hear. Friendlhip 
is to be cultivated with a Superiour Being, and Aid to be 
ferch'd from another Countrey, Power is not rhe Prero- 
gative of weak Morrals, nor is Succeſs and Deliverance 
confin' d ro an Arm of Fleſh. Then [ay not within thy ſelf, 
Lam. 1. 16. 79 Lovers have deceived me, my Kinſmen and 
10. | e have conveyed themſelves out of my 
Plat. 31. 11. Sight, aud the Comforters that ſhould relieve me, 
39. 15 are far from me. Thou art not to dictate or 


Tia. 99. Is - 


preſcribe to thy Go d, not to nominate che Means and In- 95 
ſttuments that are to ſave, nor to ſpecifie the Times and Ws 
Seaſons of Deliverance and Salvation, 
Perhaps too thou mayſt not be a proper judge of the | A 
Regimen thou art under, and the Courſes that are taken for J V 
thy Management in Afflictions. We oftentimes ak wha: WE ” 
we know not, are dazled with Ol jects chat can never ſati þ 2M. 
fie, and ſtudy to be promoted into our own Ruin. Alas! IM d 
We confine Happineſs to this World; or elle why ſhould 1 4 
we make ſuch a noiſe about Affti&tions, and think our Souls A 
reprobated, if our Bodies be but teuch'd 2 Poor deluded | 
Creatures! Poor efoveling and Earthl; Mortals! Is there EF 
no Paradiſe, bur amongſt Brie re and Thorns 2 No Enjoy- mY 
ment, bur in X#ating and Drinking, in Chamber ing and Man- 3 
touneſu ? Mult Pleaſure be coufin d to the Bid groom and the 3 
Bride; and Mirth and Fey to the Tabret and the Dance? O. f b 
Jet my Ears be ravith'd with the Muſic of Heaven, and l 


my. 
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my Lips join in the Hellelujahs and Anthems of Martyrs 
and Angels. Let not my Hands labour for the TOE 
Meat that periſheth ; but for the Meat that endu- * © * 
reth unto everlaſting Life, Let my Study be employ'd for 
the Health of the Soul, and my Actions procure the Ap- 
plauſes of Conſcience, Then ſhall I not be diſtrub'd ar 
the Characters of Men, and the Rumours of the World. 
Then ſhall I want no Refreſhmems under the Toils and 
Labours of a vexatious Life; but by the tranſporting Re- 
flections of an innocent Mind, and the reviving Hopes 
and Expectarions of a future State, deſpiſe Malice and 
Oppteſſion, and triumph over Poverty and Pain. Whare- 


ver my Poſt and Station be in this World, I am ſure the 


Lot it from God, and by conſequence, the Appointment is 
juſt in the Maſter, and may prove beneficial ro the Servant: 
| The Burden {hall be tolerable, or the Aſiſtance extraordina- 
| ry; the Diſeaſe vaniſh, or rhe Patient be ſupported. 
There is nothing therefore more pernicious, than to 7247- 
nifie our Suſferings; nothing more ungrateful, than to re- 
flect and murmur againſt the Author of them: And yer 
moſt of the Grievances that are current in the World, are 
founded upon this Bottom, and may be term'd Satyrs upon 
Providence, or Encomiums upon our ſelves. If our Strength 
and our Health fail us, and the Sorrows of our Heart be enlar- 
E ved, we preſently take up the Complaint of Fob, and equal 
our Sufterings with the Martyrdom of Saints. We grow 
| reſtlels and impatient under the Burden, and fill Heaven 
and Earth with our extravagant Rants and Upbraidings. 
We talk of norhing bur the Terrors of the Almighty placed 
in Array againſt us, and che Poiſon of his Arrows drinking up 
our Spirits; and from hence conclude it juſt and commen- 
dable, to roar for the Diſquietneſs of our Souls, 1 
and to curſe the Day wherein we were born, and the © © © 
Night in which it was ſaid, a Man- Child is conceived. 
Bur ſtop, ye querulous and audacious Sinners! Conſider 
your ſelves as Men and as Chriſtians, and act ingenuoully 
with your God, and conſiſtently with your lelves. Make 
your adyerle and proſperous Fortune confront each other; 
and throw rhe good Things ye enjoy, in the oppoſite Scale to 
the evil Things ye ſuffer ; and then every unprejudic'd Eye 
will ſoon dilcern to which fide the Ballance turns, and eve- 
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ry grateful Heart will magnifie the Lord for his Favour 
and Benevolence, even in this confuſed and diſorderly 
World. g 


PO BE M. 
The 38th Plalm Tranſlated. 


— — 


ig LD not thy burning Anger, Lord! ariſe ; 
= Nor in thy Fury, feeble Man chaſtiſe. 
« Within wy Breaſt thy pointed Darts I feel, 
And groan with Anguiſh of the barbed Steel. 
Inceſſant Pains cling round my, ſhiv'ring Heart, 
=_ And Sin, the Tyrant acts in ev'ry Part. 
4 Upon my Loins is pil'd a pond'rons Heap, 
11 Whic! h finks my Body to the gloomy Deep. 
1 My nôiſome Wounds congeal with putrid Gore, 
| And gnawing Guilt ſtill frets the aking Sore, 
My faultring Eyes require the wonted Light, 
8 And rov] their darkned Orbs in endleſs Night. 
_ .- A giddy Mazenels turns my fickle Brain, 
"8 And bending beg (too feeble to ſuſtain 
N Ibis bulky Frame ) extend their Props in vain. 


— 


To whom, O God! can 1 my rief diſclole ? 


t To whom, bur Thee, who canſt my Grief compoſe 2 | Lc 
WU. Thy Ears are open to my ſad Complaints; ; 
$ Thou ſeeſt my Pain, and canſt ſupply my Wants. Wha 
b'! Fe Almighty God ! Exert hy Pow'r, 1 
"of Nor leave thy Servant at the needfal Hour: | ba 
Ki The Hour concerted for my Deſtiny, 1 
ff Unieſs fome wondrous Help proceed from Thee : : = 
þ# For cther Aids J have invok'd in vain ; fra 
# Bur ſome are deaf, and ſome deride wy Pain, 
i i My Friends, which flow'd in like a gath'ring Tide, ue 
i Were ouly Friends to the ſucceſsſul Side. % 
| My neareſt Kindred too, (a monſtrous Brood !) 1 
Unmov'd by Honcur, or the Ties of Blood, | * 
In diſtant Paths avoid my Miſeries, 35 BE 


And view my Grivefs with unrelenting Eyes. 


Sy 3 C: 
EMS! 
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My Foes, enconrag'd at my promis'd Fate, 
In ev'iry Corner for the Victim wait: 
Their plotting Thoughrs conſpire my Fail by Day, 
And court the Twilight to ſurprize the Prey. 


But I, ro Patience do my Soul refien, 
and bear theſe Inſults with an equal Mind. 
vent no Taunts amongft the ſawcy Throng, 
Nor in reviling Language make return: 
But Deafneſs ſtops my Ears, and Silence ſeals my Tongue. 


To God in my Diſtreſs I lift my Pray'r: 
His Hearr is fofrned, and his Ears wiil hear. 
Th' Almighty Judge, who all my Torture knows, 
By timely Providence will interpoſe, 
To plead my 1njur'd Caule, and cruſh my harden'd Foes, 


* " — — — a Py . 8 


CMS &: 
YALE the Lerd abſent himſelf for ever; and will He be. 
more entreated 2 (Pl. 775.7.) | 

Hath God forgotten to be gracious, and will he ſhut up bi 
Loving-hindneſs in Diſpleaſure? (V. 9.) 

Hiſtory has recorded his Indulgence and Generoſity, and 
every Living Creature is a Monument of his Goodneis. 
In his Love and in his Pity hs redeemed Mankind; aud he 
bare them, and carried them all the Days of old, (lia 63. 9.) 
is own ſtubborn People could not weary his Patience; 
nor the moſt daring and repeated Indignities ſtiſle the Ope- 
rations of his Bleſſed Spirit. 

By liztle and little he chaſteneth them that offend, aud war- 
neth them by putting them in remembrance wherein they have 
offended, that leaving their Wickedneſs, they may believe in him, 
A (Wild. £44: | | | | 

Why then ſhould a living Man complain, a Man for the Pu- 
niſpment of his Sins? (Lam. 3. 39.) | 
he Puniſhment is always diſproportionate to the Fault, and 
the Lord exatteth leſs of thee than thy Iniquities deſerwe. (Jab 
11. 6.) 
. O 3 Rs, Some- 


ap 
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Somerimes, cis true, he aſſumes the Appearance ofa 
conſuming Fire, and his right Hand graſps the Thunder. 


Bur he preſently remembers, that he zs a God, and nota 


Man; and therefore determines nor to execute the Fierceneſs 
of his Anger. (Hoſ. 11. 9.) 
Horror and Reluctance attend the Diſcharge of his 


Judgments; and 'tis a Force 2 the Benignity of his 
Nature, to be ſevere. 


In all our Aſllictions he 15 aſlicted; and the Compaſſion of 


a Father is viſible in every Stroke which he ſtrikes. (Ila. 
ris oe ns 


HYMN II. 


"HE World is ttor'd with AMuence to pamper the Body, 

and with Variety of Objects to court the Senſes. 

If the Way was always ſmooth and pleaſant, and there 
were no Obſtacles to rerard our Progreſs ; 


If there was no Wormword to imbitter che Cup, and no 


Surfeiring to atrend a ſumptuous Table; 

The bloated Epicure would be for fixing his Refdence 
upon Earth, and the Carnal Mind would have no Thoughts 
of Eternity. 

Bur, O Bleſſed Lord! How wiſe are thy Diſpenſations / 
and how admirably haſt thou temper d the various Quaalirie: 
of our Enja ments! 

As there is a Mixture of the Elements! in Natural Bodies, 
that every ching might be conſtituted in its due Order and 
hd le "i 

Fo there is a Compound of Judgment and Mercy in the 
Moral orid, and Cood and Evil have their diſtinct and ap- 
propriate Uſes. 

_ - The higheſt Preferment may be the Fore- runner of 
"or, and Plenty it ſelf ordain'd for a Curſe. 


ut deſpis'd Poverty may be the Parent of Richer, and 


Vir tue may cloath her in Scarlet and Purple. 


'Tis only an infinite God who knows our Neceſſities, and 


the Wiſdom of his Providence which muſt adjuſt our Por- 
ions. 


Our own Infirmities will ſhew our Dependence ; and 
Reat {vn 1 ſho! ald teach r us Submiſſion and Acquieſcence. 
. PRAYER, 


T. 4» 
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FRATS RI 

Img beſeech, thee, O Father. merci fully to look upon 

my Infirmities; and for the Glory of thy Name, turn 
from me all thoſe Evils that I moſt righteouſly have 
deſerved; and grant, that in all my Troubles I 
may put my whole Truſt and Confidence in thy Mercy, 
and may evermore ſerve thee in Holineſs and Pureneſs of 
Living, to thy Honour and Glory, thro' my only Mediator 
and Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


Lis any. 


RAT ER II. 

O Lord, I beſeech thee, favourably to hear the Prayers 

of thy People, that all thoſe who are juſtly puniſhed for 
their Offences, may be mercifully delivered by 
thy Goodneſs, for the Glory of thy Name, rhro' 
Jeius Chriſt my Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with rhee 
and the Holy Ghoſt, ever one God, World without End. 
Amen, | Ln 
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CHAP. II. 
Miſtakes concerning Afflictions rectiß d. 
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113 


YL JAMES. . 1. 


Count it all Fey, when ge fall into divers Temptation, 


MEDITATION. 


HERE being nothing which is really evil, but Sin, WWE 
and nothing that is to be dreaded, but Eternal 

Puniſhment ; 1 am ſurprized to ſee Men ſo mile- 
rably ſhock'd at Temporal Calamities, and fo very uneaſie at 
the common Diſpenſations of Nature and Providence. 

The Origin of this Diſcontent muſt be founded either in 
a Difidence and Diſtruſt of Divine Aſſiſtance, or in too 
high an Efteem, and too paſſionare a Fondnels for the Plec- 
fures and Felicities of this World, 
Ihe yes of a Carnal Man are ſo much dazled with the 
Pomps and Splendors of Earth, and his Mind ſo much in- 
ur' d to the Entertainments of Fleſh and Senſe, that he forins 
his Judgment of his Neighbours from their outward Cir- 
cumitances, and meaſures their Happineſs by their prelen 


7 


Bujoyments. | 
This U-grounded Opinion runs him into many fatal Er- 
rors in the Conduct of his Life, and makes him ſteer the 
Courſe of his Practice by the Guidance of fickle Fortun:, 
Proſperity liſis him up, and Adverſity weighs him down: 
Succeſs cheers his Heart, and brightens his Countenance ; 
bur 4#jfj{::ons pur the Soul into a reſtleſs and uneaſie Po- 
ture, and every perry Trouble frets and galls him. 


4 
7 


Poor 
5 


Fr 
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Poor miſtaken Man! Have Reaſon and Chriſtianity given 


thee no better Inſtructions, nor 'gain'd any further Ground 
upon thy Pride and Vanity? Have thy Obſervations upon 
che Government of Providence, produc'd no greater Con- 
irmation to thy Faith; nor the Example of Suffering Saints 
ſettled thy Conſtancy upon no ſurer Bottom? ' Tis the Bit- 
terneſs of the Potion, which muſt needs preſerve thy Life, 
and the Severity of the Rod which is to reform thy Man- 


ners. Who knoweth, but thou art predeſtinated to Salva- 


tion by Fire, and thro' much Tribulation MT. 
into the Kingdom of God? For whom the Lord lo- er 3 
eth, he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom be 

yeceiveth: But on thoſe that are reprobate and abandon'd, 
he will not ſo much as beſtow a Correction; bur leaves them 


to the Management of their own perverſe Wills, and ſuffers 


them to periſh by the Softneſs and Infatuation of Sin. 
If ye are without Chaſtiſement, then are ye Ba-. Verſe 8. 
ſtards, and not Sons; And it is no wonder if 


God deals with you as 2 ſpurious and reprobate Off-ſpring, 
and does not train and diſcipline you in that careful and 


rigorous manner, thar he does the Heirs of Eternal Life. 
Tis the Indulgence of a good and inconſiderate Mother, 
that cockers the Humours, and gratifies the Palates of her 
Children, and nurtures up a puny, ſpiritleſs and ignomini- 


ous Generation of Mortals: But a prudent Father edu- 


cates us to Dangers and Rencounters, and hardens our 


Limbs by Toils and Labours. God loves us with a Maſcu- 


line Love, and turns looſe the hardy and Gigantic Off: ſpring 


to Injuries and Indignities. He takes delight ro ſee a 
„ brave and a good Man wreſtling with evil Fortune, yer 


* keeping himſelf upon his Legs, when the whole World 


| © is in Diforder about him *. 


ITis true, this Strength for a Rencounter, is nor ſo much 
the Prodvct of Nature, as the Gift of God : Bur tis true alſo, 
tar God never wih holds his Gifts and Graces from thoſe 
wao ſincerely ask them; nor is Omnipotence backward or 
wanting to aſſiſt the Infirm ties of Fleſh and Blood. The 


ſame Maſter who finds the Work, will furniſh us with 


Hands aud Materials to go thro' with it: As the Temprati- 
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on is from him, ſo is the Art of managing our ſelves, and 


the Probability of Succefs. 
Now, no Man can be ſenſible, what Nature, aſſiſted by 


Grace, can accompliſh ; unleſs he makes the Experiment, 


by accepting a Challenge from ill Fortune, and puts him- 
ſelf upon a bold and reſolute Defiance of Danger. 

The Heathens adorn their Hiſtories with the paſſive Va. 
Jour and magnaminous Sufferings of their Socrates, their 


Regulus, their Curtius, their Fabritius, and others: And ſhall 


the Diſciples of the Crucified Feſus, who have taken up the 
Croſs in their Baptiſm, and dedicated themſelves to Perſecy- 


tion from their very Cradle; ſhall zhey dwindle into Soft- 


neſs and Effeminacy, and court the Luxuries and Fopperies 
of a wanton World? III Treatment is no News to a Chri- 


ian; nor are Stripes and Impriſonment, Fetters and Death, 


any worſe Uſage, than our Fathers where accuſtomed to. 
For ſhame, therefore, do not act like an enfeebled and de- 


generous Progeny : Take ro your Chriſtian Arms, ye $0ld;. 
ers and Servants of a Militant Church, and let your Warfare 
be accompliſhed by Patience and Devotion. Conſider how 


the noble Army of Martyrs and Confeſſors have ſung and tri- 


umph'd among Tygers and Lions, and been in Rapture and 


Extaſie upon Gibbets and in Flames. Theſe Exploits will 
be accounted Legendary and Romantic, unleſs your Practice 


be ready to confirm and illuſtrate them, and rhe ſame ſuf- 


fering Spirit appear ſtill 2riumphant in the Church. 


But perhaps, there have no Temptations taken you, but ſuch 
1 Cor. 10. 13. % are common to Men; and then, methinks, 


the Principles of Moral Virtue, influenced by 


the Expectances of a better State, may arm you againft 


Diſappointments, I offes and Reproaches, and buoy up your 
Spirits under the Agonies of Pain, and the Shocks of Death. 
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POE M. 


] 4 Paraphraſe 1 upon ſome Part of the PA R A- 
| 318 of the PRODIGAL, taten from the 
15th Chapter of St. Luke s Goſpel, 


Good old Man was _ with Plenty bleſt, 
(His Coffers crouded, and his Lands increaſt ) 
And God, ro make the Happineſs complear, 

| Gave him Two Sons t enjoy his large Eſtate. 

| Whether the Sire, by doating Age betray d, 

Or by the Features of the Youth miſ-led, 

He, on the Dunger moſt his Care employs, 

| Yer moſt the Tounger did his Care deſpiſe, 


Mn Come, give me (avs the Youth) my lawful Share! 
Nor ſtarve th Expectance of an hopeful Heir. 
Ihe ſtingy Niggard's narrow Soul I hate, 

| © Who parts with nothing, dil compell'd by Fate. 

A Father is but Guardian for his Son, 


And when one 's fit to act, the other ſnould have done, 


t Wich this, the Facher did his Goods divide, 

And gratifies th' aſpiring Youngſter's Pride. 

The Son, in haſte collects th' appointed Share, 

| And, fraught with Wealth, does for the Town prepare: 
The Town, the Sink of Vice, the Wile Man's Hare, 
The Fool's Delight, and che raw Cully's Fare. 

| Here ſparkling Wines all Day his Soul delight, 

And Phillis wantons in his Arms all Night: : 

His Bottle and his Mi his Subſtance waſte, 

And Rags and Famine ſeize him at the laſt. 

| de racks his Brain ſome mean Imploy to find, 

| And takes the leryile Care of rending Swine ; 


Win 
"C08 


[1 
* 


204 - The De vout Soul. Bool v. 


An Office, which muſt ill with Grandeur ſuit, 
Vet the moſt proper for ſo great a Brute. 
Bur here he's forc d by Poverty and Need, 

On windy Acorns with the Herd to feed : 

And tho' his mournful Tears and Prayers try 
To pierce th' indulgent Ears of Charity ; 

Ye. Tears are uſeleſs, and his Prayers fall, 

Hor Alms are loſt upon a Prodigal. 


The Wr oh, At length, when under Als Diſtreſs 
Looks back with Shame on Pride and Wantonnels : 
Calm Reaſon now begins the wiſe Debate, 

And conſcious Thoughts review his former Stare, 
And thus reflect upon his preſent Fate: : 


„My Father's Houſe doth Plenty ſtill afford, 
“ And coſtiy Dainrics grace the loaden Board. 
In lazy Crouds about the gen'rous Gate, 
* The pamper'd Beggars and the Piigrims wait. 
* The Menial Servants wanron as they pleaſe, 
** Barrend with Plenty, and diſſolv'd in Eaſe. 
** Bur Wretched I, by cruel Fate oppreſt, 
* (I, once the Darling of my Father's Breaſt ;) 
* Am doom'd to want, and meager Famine craves 
“The mouldy Offals of theſe bloated Slaves. 
+ No more, no more can feeble Life ſuſtain. 
„ Rage of Hunger, and the Shocks of Pain: 
My Spirits fink, nor can my weary Lips e 


5 Then fall, my Pride, my Stony Heart relent, 
* And Floods of Tears, pronounce me Penitent. 
J, to my Father will, I will return, 

. And proſtrate at his Feet, my Crimes bemoan, 

Perhaps Submiſien may his Wrath atone. 


O Gracious Father ! And, thou God of Might! 
* (The great Aſſerter of Pater nal Reghbt:) 
* 1, your Rebellious Son, your Aid implore; 
I tir'd your Patience, and now dread your Pow'y. 
** All the wide World rings with my odious Name, 
: And the black Rolls of Heay' n record my Shams, 
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ch. II. Miftakes concerning Mictions, &c. 
« Reaſon abhors what luſtful Youth has done; 
« Gin docks th' Entail, and reprobates the Son. 
« Father { | am no more ally'd to thee, 

« Nor from thy ſpotleſs Loins deduce my Pedigree, 
« This is my laſt, and This my ſole Requeſt, 

« Grant me but Thu, and I refign the reſt TR 
« To thy more happy Son, who ne'er tranſgreſs d. 


Under thy Roof the Prodigal receive; 
The ſad Remains of ſinking Life preſerve ; 
Feed me with Crumbs, and treat me as a Slave, 
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As to himſelf, in theſe ſubmiſſive Strains, 
Loaden with Guilt, the Penitent complains, 
The Good Old Mian the mournful Suppliant ſpies, 
And all the Father riſes in his Eyes: 
Compaſſion moves within his tender Breaſt, | 
And our-ſtrerch'd Arms receive the welcome Gueſt, 
| The Fatlings bleed, the ſprightly Viols ſonnd; _ 
In graceful Trips the Virgins hand it round « 
The Wardrobe's open'd, and the Robes put on, 
| The Robes reſerv'd for the returning Son; : 
| The rich Brocades his ſhiv'ring Limbs entwine, 


And ſparklings Dz'monds on his Fingers ſhine. 


8 


The MORA U. 
HEN Plenty flows, we good Adviſe deſpiſe ; 
is Want that (harpens Thoughts, and makes us wiſe, 
Ihe Gay grows ſerious, when his Life's diſtreſt ; 
| The Libertine devout, when moſt oppreſt. 


| Riches, we know, the Load of Sin increaſe, 
ind Fulneſs is the Parent of Excels : 

[The more we have, we ſerve our God the leſs, 

Bur Virtue hates your pamper'd Palaces, 

And the vain Pleaſures of enfeebling Eaſe : 

In totter d Rags ſhe takes her hardy Seat; 
Humbles che Haughty, and ſo makes them Great, 
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HYMN J. 


HE Souls of the Righteous are in the Hand of the Lord, 
and there ſhall no Torment touch them. (Wild, 3. 1.) 


hall be a Light unto me. (V 

Remember, I pray thee, whoever periſhed being innocent ? 
and where. were the Righteous cut off 2 (Job 4. 7.) 

Comfort ſhall enſure after the time that we have been ps 
and Proſperity ſucceed the Tears wherein we have ſuffered Ad- 


In the ſight of the Unwiſe they ſeemed to die; and their De. f 
parture 1 taken for Miſery, (V. 2.) B 
And their going from us to be utter Deſtruftion : But :» Wi 7 
are in Peace. (V. 3.) * 
For t ho they be puniſhed in the Sight of Men, yet is the i F 
Hope full of Immortality. (V. 4 A 
And having been a little chaſtifed, they ſal be greatly 1ewcr. i 10 
ded : For God proved them, and found them worthy for himſelf, WW 
(V. 5.) | 
As Gold in the rence hath he tried them, and receive | 1 
them as a Burnt. Offering. (V. 6.) * 
And in the time of their Viſitation, they ſhall ſhine, and un 
to and fro like Sparks among the Stubble. (V. 7.) ® 
They ſhall judge the Nations, and have Dominion over tie 9 
People, and their God ſhall reign for ever. (V. 8.) „ 
Then rejoice not againſt me, O mine Enemy, nor ſay in thine Ian 
Heart, ſo would I have it. (Mic. 9.8.) 2 
hen I fall, T ſhall ariſe ; when T fit in Darkneſs the Lid WK 
I>in 


verſity. (Pl. 90. 15.) | 1 
For the Lord heareth the Prayer of the Affifcd, and unto hin 165 
ſpall all Fleſh come, (Pl. 65, 2.) F 
The Lord is King, be the People never 2 impatient: He ſit Wit 
| tet h between the Cherubins, be the Earth never ſo unquiet. I 
And he ſhall ſhew wonderful things in his Righteouſneſs, 4 LT 
ſhall hide his Choſen from the gathering together of the fron- K. 
ard, and from the Inſurrettzon of the wicked doers. | 4 


[all 
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HT MN II. 


Iwin ſuffer with patience what hive ſo juſtly deſerved, 
| | and bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have fi ned 
L gainſt him. (Mic. J. 9.) 
"To iuſtifie my ſelf, would be the moſt arrogant Profumpes- 
en; and inſiſt upon my Innocence, would dete my 
; Condemnation. 
| Whar tho' the Wicked i in Pride do perfecute the Poor, and ſay. 
| of bis Soul, there is no Help for him in his God > (Pf. 32. 10.2.) 
| What tho? the Mighty are gathered againſt me, and Nor- 
| bers of Iniquity whet their, Tongues like a Sword. (Pl. 5 9. 3.64. 3.) 
| God ſhall ſuddenly ſhoot at them with a ſwift Arrow, that 
they ſpall be wounded. (V. 7.) 
Tea, their own Tongues ſhall make them fall, inſomuch that 
vboſo ſeerh them, ſhall laugh them toſcorn. (V. 8.) 
| Salvation is at never the farther Diſtance, for the Bluſ- 
ters of Blaſphemers ; nor can the Arrogance of Man we 
the Arm of Omnipotence. 
Ihe greater the Oppreſſion, the nearer the Deliverance; 
Þ and the better our Cauſe, the ſurer our Intereſt in Heaven. 
| God is not ſlack concerning his Promiſe; neither doth the Al- 
Emighty ſlumber or Heep. (2 Per. 3. 9. pl. 141.40 
| His Permifſion of Evil is no Sign of his Approbation; nor 
[is his Long. ſuffering and Forbearance any Argument of Su- 
Pineſs and Indifference. 
When the Iniquities of the Wicked are full, and the Fuſt 
are ſufficiently Prov'd, Refin'd and Perfected; 
Then ſhall the God, to whom Vengeance belonzeth, ſrew him- 
: [elf and ſmite down thoſe who trouble his Heritage. (P.. 94. 1,5.) 
8 For tho the Floods are riſen, O Lord; tho the Floods have 
4 up their Voice; tho' the Floods have life up their Waves; 
Nel. 93. 4.) 
Tb the Maves of the Sea are mighty, and rage N 3 
et the Lord, who dwelleth on high, is mightier. ( V. 5.) 
And the Lord ſhall give ſtrength unto his People; the Lord 
1 give his People i Bleſſing of Peace. (Pf. 25. 10.) 


1N P RATER 


P RATE R I. 


LET me nor, O Lord, preſume to enter too far into thy 
Judgments, nor ro paſs any raſſi Cenſure upon the Se. 

ww af thy Pealings with the Sons of Men; but let me 

acquit thy Juſtice in all thy Diſpenſarions, and admire th 

Wiſdom, when I cannot fathom rhe Depth of thy Actions, - 

Amen. Ke 


PRATER HI. 


LET me receive, O Lord, the Evil Things, as well as te WW .__ 
Good Things of this World, wich a thankful Heart; and ] 

by ſetting the Example of Martyrs and Confeſſor s before my 

Eyes, learn to manage the ſeveral Turns and Viciſſitudes 

of this tumultuous Life, to the Eternal Health and Proſre. 

rity of my immortal Soul, Amen, 


2 - *— : = 2 > 
— — . on = 

. ͤ K ĩ¼—— — * FX" x = 8 
CAST © mn od . ä . 

5 % _ RS — ſs * — * bp: 

— — — — 5 —— - 
3 ets by pn 

r HE REL e e . 


; thee 

© ſhou 

; den, 

| | Þ Viat: 

ang 

Lot 

= | | 7 i 3 5 and 
e %% Tow RT 
| | Ref 
put: 

thin, 

EI my 

g Adv. 

prop 


i 
| 


— 


N 
== bt 4 
. 11 
- 3k 
\ Mi F 2 
9 F 1 
bo Runs, 
Wh! 1 
. i I 
* 1 
„ * | 
1 1 
4 i 
7 g » 851 
165 nl TRE 
4] 
* { 1 o 
Y U I: 
1 1 0 
LY 9 th 
, 448 , 
J.. wht it 
(11:78 
- 176 1 . 
ny { +413 
T1} 
l "1 4 ! 
\ { 
l 1 
\ 7 el 
5 WE "mt 
4 5 f 4 
enth. 
f I it 
_— 
11 p 413 1 f 
= 6 
1 * 
4 ins 
n 
U 5 4 17 
Ast 
: 99514 jþ 
inn 1 
r 
70 , *} 
118 
{fly 
|: 08 
11 
. 
nne 
* E 71 . 
4 \ {138 
« "Mt 
; . it 
x iti ot 
5 U I \ 


— 


—_ — 2 _ 
— — — 
— 


— 


% 3 
8 H : 


C NAP. ther 


greg 


'$ 
: 


Ch. . MY: nt * 


F 
CHAP. II. 
Of Comforts under A Nictions. 


GE N 50. 20; 
He thought Evil againſt me ; but God meant it unto Good, 


MEDITATION. 


Trend, O thou rofſed with Tempeſt, and holden i in the 
Cords of Affliction. For tho thy Portion 
be amongſt Briars and Tharns, 1 can ſhew 
| thee the Land of Peace and Comfort: Tho thy Shoulders 
ſhould groan under the Weight and Preſſure of thy Bur- 
| den, 1 can point out the Perſon who will redreſs and alle- 
E viate thy Miſeries. Therefore don't ſpend thy Breath in 57 
angry Complaink, and rude Expoſtulations : But bear thy —_ 
Lor with Patience, and ſpeak thy Sentiments with Temper 2 
and Diſcretion. The Day of Adverſity is for EI. 1 
| Confideration 5 a time of ſedate Thought and IG 
Reflection: And left the Violence of thy Troubles ſhould 
put thee into Diſorder and Confuſion, and occaſion any 
thing of Importance to glide roo curſorily thro' thy Mind; 
{I muſt beg leave to be more diſtinct and Merhodical in my 
Advice, and to rank the Arguments of this Chapter under 
proper Heads. 
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Candour and Goodneſs towards an offending Child, A 
Father will over- look many Faults before he puniſhes One; 
and when he is forc'd to make uſe of the Rod, 'tis with 


Concern and Reluctancy, with a trembling Hand, and an : 
aking Heart. His long Forbearance betrays his Indul. 7 
gence, and bis very Chaſtiſements, his Affections. Every fir 
Spectaror may ſee, upon what Principles he proceeds, and nc 
with whar Views he puniſhes, and perceive the Parent th 
ſtruggling with the Mar in every Stroke that he ſtrikes, in 
| bll 
:dly, The Wiſdem and Knowledge of thy Heavenly Cor. 
rector, {ſhould have a great Sway upon thee under thy Af. 
fictions. God confiders thy Station in the World, and the ot 
Frame of thy Body: He knows what thy Nature is addid. Su 
ed co, and wharthy Conſtitution ĩs able to bear. And from Wi th; 
hence it is, that he wilely allots the Puniſhment in propor- bo 
tion to thy Strength, and ſo orders his Proceedings, as ei- hx 
ther to mortiſie {ome rampant Vice, or cheriſh ſome obſcuie ry 
and drooping Virtue, or elle to bring ſome ſuch eminent me 
Good out of Evil, as thou could & not at preſent be aware ol. thy 
For, 1 5 „ the 
5 e | cul 
3dl;, All the Ends of Providence in afflicting thee, are vi 
what thou canſt not immediately ſee into. Who knows by Bu 
what Means God may propagate his Glory? By what Ex- 
amples he may inſtruct his Church 2? By whoſe Patience he 
may intimidare Tyrants? By whoſe Courage he may lit ing 
up the trembling Hands, and animate the feeble. Knees! Wi Dis 
And therefore, inſtead of arraigning the Juſtice, and com- the 
plaining of the Severity of God, it would be a wier vil 
Courſe, ro comfort thy ſelf by the Example of thoſe, who WM Thi 
have engaged in the Battel before thee, and come ol con 
victorious, by their Chriſtian Patience and Refignarion, | 
athly, Then be pleaſed zo look up unto him who was made WM this 
Ha. 83. 3. Perfect thro Suffering, and endured ſuch Contra ton 
ction of Sinners. He was a Man of Sorrows, and ſitio 
acquainted with Grief. The Religion which he inſtituted, ¶ jet » 
was a Paſſive Religion; the beloved Servants of his Hou!- Hai 


hold drank the ſame bitter Cup with their Maſter, and the 


whole Body of the Faithful had no other Promiſe, than 0 Wi; 
ſuffer Perſecutions. But. | Kt 
| | 50% it; 


;thly, Thy Fate is at preſent different from thy Chriitian 
Anceſtors ; the Storm ee ceaſed, and the Shipwrack o- 
ver, before thou waſt launch'd into this vexatious World. 
Thanks be to God! Thou was born in a Country profes- 
ling the Goſpel, and famous for Reformation; and fo canſt 
nor complain of thoſe Cruelties, which were inſti gated by 
the Malice of a Few, and the Superſtition of a Pagan, or 
inflicted by rhe furious Zeal and miſ- guided Principles of 
blood-thirſiy Men. 98 55 


6thly, For the farther quiering of thy Mind, and abating 
| of thy Sorrow, I would entrear thee to conſider, that thy 
| Sufferings, in all Probability, relate chiefly ro thy Body, or 
thy External Circumſtances and Enjoyments. An ill Neigh- 
bour, perhaps, has attack'd thy good Name, or a ſurly Patron 
has not rewarded thy Merits : A Child may have milcar- 
rd, or a pretended Friend betray'd thy Secrets: A Knave 
| may have remov'd thy Land-mark, or a Robber ſtole away 

thy Treaſure. Mordecai, perhaps, may have ſtep'd before 
| thee into rhe King's Favour; or Naaman obtained a mira— 
| culous Cure of his Leproſie; whereas thy Fleſh 7s clothed 
with Worms, and thy Body full of Ulcers and putrefying Sores, 
| But even under theſe Calamities, thou wouldſt do well, 


1 


;thiy, To confider the Degree and Meaſure of thy Suffer - 
| ings : For there are a great many Remiſſions in Pain, and 
| Diverſions under Trouble. No Man is perpetually upon 
the Rack, without being ſoon our of it. Either the Fire 


vill be extinguiſfid, or the Habitation hurnt ro Alhes : 
The Fury of the Torment will ceaſe, or Nature will be 
i WF conſumed, and the Sufferer grow inſenſible. 

| Theſe are the Arguments of the Stoic Philoſophers upon 
ie this Topic; which are much improv'd by the Chriſtian No- 
. WY tions of the Goodneſs of God, and the ſeaſonable Iuterpo— 
ui ſtion of a Wiſe Providence. e are troubled on evcry ſide, 
0 Vet not diſtreſſed; we are perplexed, but not in de- Cor. 4. ts, 
air; perſecuted, but not forſaken ; caſt down, but 
he wr deſtroyed : For God is faithful, who will not Cor. 10. 3. 
oer us to be tempted above that we are able; but will with the 
„ benmptation alſo make away to eſcape, that we may be able to bear 
1 112 9 | „ St hi, 
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8th, Let it be thy Comfort, that Afflictions are neceſ 
ſary for the Increaſe and Diſcovery of Piety. Many 3 
Virtue would be obſcur'd in Darkneſs, if Adverſity did ny 
pierce thro' the Cloud, and make ir conſpicuous and re. 
markable. As the Body is ſtrengthen d by Exerciſe, and 
Habits are acquir'd by frequent Ve and Practice; ſo the 
Mind is capable of Improvement by Oppoſition, and makes 
a glorious Progreſſion in Virtue, by hazardous Tryals and 
Rencounters. The Weight which depreſſes the Palm, vai. 
ſes it to a more conſpicuous Height; and the Wind that 
ſhakes and toſſes the Oak, does but looſen the Earth, that 
the Root may take a deeper Foundation, and cling more 
cloſely about the Rocks. 5 e 
Before Patience can have her perfect Work, ſhe muſt face 1 
Tyrant, and ſtruggle in a Dungeon. Tis the Bartel muſt 
try the Soldier, and the Storm the Pilot: For Courage it 
{cif would lie dormant in an heroic Soul; or, at leaſt, would 
nor be diſtinguiſnd from Noiſe and Bluſter, if Adveiſig 
did not bring it to the Touch-ſtone, and Danger Gilcoyer 
the Reality from a Counterfeit. e 


othh, The Short Continuance of Affliction is another 
weighry Conſideration, and may adminiſter no ſmall Com- 
fort to thoſe who are exercisd therewith. Our 
light Ahlictions (ſays St. Paul} are but for a Mo- 
ment; only for a little inconſiderable time, whilſt they 
paſs as Strangers and Pilgrims thro' this tempeſtuous 
World. Ihe Tyrant's Power 1s confin'd ro the Body, and 
can extend no further than Human Life: When the Soul 
is diſ united from her Fleſhi'y Habitation, the Bondage hall 
have an End, and the Sufferer is to be exempted from any 
farther Return of Torments and Calamities. 


2 Cor. 4. 17. 


1h, To put a final Period to our Complaints, let us 
conſider the Reward of our Afflictions. The) 
that ſow in Tears. ſhall reap in Foy : They that ſuf- 
fer with Chriſt, ſhall reign with him. The Crown 
ſhall follow the Croſs, and the Temples which were wound- 
ed wich Thorns, {hall ſparkle with Gems, and be refulgent in 
Glory, The greater the Pain, the higher the Renown; 
and the more terrible che Adverſary, the more ſignal the 

5 . 7 


Pſ. 126. 6. 
im. 
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Victory. Danger precedes Honour; and the hotter 
the Engagement, the richer the Spoils. Oh ! Blefſed 
and rhrice happy are ye that are perſecuted for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, and when ye do well, and ſuffer 
for it, take it patiently : Happy are ye in the Service of 
your God, and in the Government of your Paſſions : Happy 
re ye, in the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, and the Applanies of 
a good Conſcience But Happieſt of all, in the Hopes of E- 
ternity, and the diſtinguiſhing Favours of your ſuffering 
Redeemer. | | 


I Pet. 2. 20. 


P O E M. 


A Paraphraſe on Part of the Seventh Chapter of the 
Revelations, from the 14th Verſz to the End. 


Heſe are the Saints of an undaunted Mind, 

Ek Whom Heavn by various Tryals hath refin'd: 
Theſe are the Heroes of immortal Fame, 

Who come reſpiendent from the ſcorching Flame. 
Theſe, with the ſpotleſs Lamb, have ſhed their Blood, 
And drench'd their Garments in the Crimſon Flood, 
Still, ſtill, the Martyrs glory in the Stains, 

And whiren'd Innocence in Scarler-Robes remains, 


What Gems? What Crowns, muſt be on Yon beftow'd, 
Ye ſuff ring Legion of a Bleeding God? 
Eterna! Anthems dwell upon your Tongues, 
And joyful Cherubins repeat your Songs: 
Your Great Redeemer, on his ſplendid Throne, 
Sits in the midſt, the Chorus ro adorn; 
Majeſtic Rays, reflected from his Head, 
Their dazling Honours round your Temples ſpread ; 
Whilſt Ye, thro' endleſs Nights, and endleſs Days, 
Adore his Triumphs, and procialm his Praiſe, 


P 3 „ -happy 
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O happy Conquer. ' Ye now are free 
From all Diſaſters of Mortality: 
Ye erieve no more, no more your panting Breath 
Shrinks at th Approaches of relentleſs Death. 


No more ſhall Pride or Vanity excite 
The greedy Efforts of the Appetire.  * 
No rav'nous Hunger ſhall the Needy ſlay 
Nor Fea-'riſh Thirſt on the parch'd Vitals prey. 
No boiſt'rons Winds ſhall rage, no piercing Colds; 
Nor 3 Heats annoy immortal Souls, _ 
The Heavnly Region's free from both Extreams, 
Of Northern Froſt, and the fierce Southern Beams. 


O Happy Flock! You, the Great Shepherd feeds, 
And Angels Food ſupplies your wonted Needs. 
You reſt your weary'd Limbs in Fields of Bliſs, 
And drink the cooling Streams of Paradiſe. 

God wipes the Tears from your afflicted Face, 


And ſmiling Mirth returns, and fills the Vacant Place. 


HTM 


Ch 
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HYMN I. 


1 i the Lord's Mercies that we are not conſumed ; becauſe 
hs Compaſſions fail not. (Lam. 3 3.2 / } 

They are new every Morning : Great is thy Paith Fulneſs and 
Truth, O God. (V 23.) | 

The Lord is my Portion, IO my Soul; therefore will I Hope 
in him. (V. 24) 
| The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the Scul 

that ſeeketh him. (V. 25.) 

I. is good that a Man ſhould hoth hope, and quietly wait for 
the Salvati:n of the Lord. V. 26.) 

It is good for a Man, that he bear the Toke in h. s Tow th, and 
giveth his Cheek to him that ſmiteth him. { . 0.) 

Bur it is better to fall into the Hand of God, than into the 
Hand of Man; and to be vi ared by a Father, than to be 
ſcourged by a Revenge r. (2 Sam. 24 14. 

For tho he cauſe Grief, yet will he have Compeſſi , -accord- 
ing to the Multitude of his Mercies. (Lam. 3 32. 

For he doth not ajjlidt wulingl, nor grieve the Chilaren of 
Men. (V. 23. ) | 

Oh! Bleſſed is the Man whom thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, and 
teacheſt him in thy Law. (Pl. 94. 12.) 

That thou mayſt give him Patience in the time of Adverſity, wee: 
until the Fit be digged up for the Ungodly. (V. 13. | 2 

IF the Lord had not 1 75 me, it bad not ſailed but my Soul N 
had been put to ſilence. 3 
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But when I ſaid, my Foot path ji fl: 2p: d, thy Mercy, O Lord, 4c 
held me up. (V. 18) LEH 
In the multitude of the ſorrows that I bad 1 in my Heart, thy ITY 
Comforts have refr eſted my Soul. V. 19.) 8 
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N the way of thy Judgments, O Lord, Favs we waited 
for thee : The Deſire of our Soul is to thy Nene, and to the 
Remembrance of thee. (Iſa. 26. 8.) 
Loy d, in trouble have we viſited thee ; we poured out a Pray. 
er, when th hy chaſtening was upon Us. (V. 16.) 

Like as a Woman with Child, that draweth near the time of 
her Delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pengs 3 3 Jo have 
we been in thy fight. O Lord. (V. 17.) 


When we have been bound in Fetters, and bolden i in Cords of | 


Aﬀfiition, (Job 36. 8.) 
| Then God ſheweth us our Mork, and our Tranſzreſſ tons that 
we have exceeded. (V. 9.) 
He openeth alſo cur Ear to Diſcipline, and commandeth that 
we return from Iniquity. (V. 1.) 
I. even I am the Man, who have ſeen Affliftion, and have 
ſuck'd our Honey from Normwood and Gall. (Lam. 9.1 9. 
Many Oxen have come about me; Fat Bulls of Baſan po 
cloſed me in on every ſide. (Pf. 22. 12.) 
They gape upon me, as it were aramping and a roaring Lim, 
and the Council of the Wicked layeth Siege againſt me (V. 13,16 \ 
Yet tho I walk thro the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I wil 
fear no Evil: For 8 art with me, thy Red and thy Staff com- 
fort me. (Pſ. 23. 5 
Ii right Herd "i ſhall hold me up, and thy loving one 
Gon ſhall make me great. (Pl. 18. 35.) 
Oh! Happy is the Man whom Ged correFeth : —_ 
deſpiſe thou not the chaſtening of the Almighty. (Job 5. 17.) 
For he maheth ſore, and bindeth up; he woundeth, and 
* Hands make whole. (V. 18.) 
He ſhall deliver thee in fix Troubles; Yea, in ſeven there 
ſpall no Evil touch thee. (V 19.) 
In Famine he ſhall redeem thee from Death, "aud in Wat, 
from the Power of the Sword. (V. 20) 
In every Calamity of Life, he is the 3 condoling 
Spectator ; in every Afiition he is afflicted with thee. 


P RAT ER 
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7 RATE R I. 


God; whoſe never-failing Providence ordereth all 
things both in Heaven and Earth; I humbly be- 
ſeech thee to put away from me all hurtful c. fr 8. Sun? 
things, and give me thoſe good things which after Trin. 
be profitable for me, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. A- 


men, 


PRATER Il. 


O Bleſſed Lord, who permitteſt not thy People to be 
tempted beyond their Abilities; but art ready to aſ- 
ſiſt thoſe who ſuffer for a good Conſcience ; grant to me thy 
Servant, who am militant here upon Earth, ſuch Reſoluti- 

on and Conſtancy under all my Afflictions, that according 
to the Example of thy Noble Army of Martyrs, I may have 
ReſpeR unto the Recompence of Reward, and bear the Miſeries 
of a Temporary Death, pon ſure and certain Hopes of Eter- 
nal Life, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, Amen. | 


CHAP. 
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Book V. 
CI 2 W. W W EE EVE Eg 
CHAP. Iv. 
Of GRIEF, 


** — D 8 


PS AL. 38. 6. 
--=--T go mourning all the Day long. 


MEDITATION. 


JF AM ſurpriz d to ſee how the Generality of the World 


'F run frantic with Foy, and can always find Varieiy of 
Objects to divert and entertain themſelves with, whilſt 


Iremain in a State of Melancholy and Dejection, and 
have perpetually ſome unlucky Accident to fret and diſcom- 


pole my Soul. What! ſay I, do the Clouds gather over 


my Head, and the Sun ſhed his Rays every where elle ? 


Does Heaven frown upon me, and {mile upon the reſt of 


the Creation? Is there Impartiality in the Ways of Pro- 


vidence, and no Counſel or Forecaſt in the Works of the 


Sen. 18. 25, Almighty ? No, no: The Judge of all the Eart) 


muſt do right ; The Lord is a God of Knowleds:, 
and by him Actions are weighed, and the Qual:j.- 


1 Sam. 2. 3. 


cations of Perſons are diſtinguiſhed. God is a Being of inii- 


nite Perfections, and it is impoſſible that his Wiſdom ſhov'd 


err, or his Juſtice be perverted. Altho'there is no Founda- 


tion for Merit in my finful Nature, and by conſequence 
I muſt have but little reaſon to expect the diſtinguſhing 


Marks of the Almighty's Favour ; yet I glory in my Ges. 


tion after the Image of God, and in my Redemption by we 
Blood of his darling Son: And from hence I hope that 
ſhall have ſome Allowances made for my Actions, and 114!) 

| never 
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never experience the Severity of his Judgments. The 
Floods are riſen, O God, the Floods are riſen, and the V/aves of 
Adverſity have beat over my Soul: But what J endure, is no 
more than the Enrail upon Humanity, and the common 
Portion of all the Sons of Adam ; and therefore 'tis in vain 
ro murmur at the Diſpenſarions of Providence, or to rofs 
and fume under my preſent Condition. Worldly Mirth is 
not a thing ſo eſſential to Felicity, that a Man muſt be in 
a State of real Miſery without it: Neither are the Hu- 
mours of Mankind ever the more rational and entertain- 
ing, for ſome Modiſh and frothy Levities, Sorrow is better 
adapted to ſinful Nature, than Mirth; and that Man gives 
greater Proofs of his Wiſdom, who is penſive here chat he 
may be Joyful hereafter, than he who ſells the Reverſion of 
Eternal Foy to purchaſe the merry Character of a Comic or 
a Bufoon. : T- | 

[ have been oftentimes confounded at the Madneſs and 
Jolliry of this debauch'd World; and view'd with an a- 
king Heart that Air of Cheerfulneſs, which always appears 
inthe Countenances of thoſe, who have the leaſt regard 
to their Morals or Reputation. 26 NT 

Cerrainly nothing can be the Occaſion of this fatal 
Miſtake, but Inconſiderateneſs or Stupidity; a depraved 
Nature, or an harden'd Conſcience. For if your Gay and 
Lively Spirits would but a little retire into their own 
Breaſts, and by the Help of a Religious Solitude allow 
themſelves Leiſure to reflect upon their preſent Circum- 
ſtances, they would find Cauſes enough to damp their 
Mirth, and perplex their Pleaſures. 1 5 

There is ſome Mixture and Alloy in all Worldly 
Things ; and Chance and Hazard purſue our moſt probable 
Undertakings, Miſery has the general Aſcendant over 
_ Proſperity z and the bitter Ingredients are ſo prevalent in 

the Compolition of our Temporal Felicity, that Nature is 

ſour'd, and the Appetite pall'd in the midſt of Enjoy- 
ment. = 

When I won!d applaud my ſelf for my Forecaſt and 
Management, and think that I have made ſuch a wiſe 
Proviſion againſt all future Diſaſters, that I can ſay to my 
Soul, Thou baſt much Goods laid up for many Years, 
zake thine Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry * Yer Tube 12. 19. 
even then, {ume unthonght of Dilappointment croſſes my 
| | Ex- 


1 


220 The Devout Sou. Book V. 
Expectation, and breaks in upon my Gluttony. In the 
Height of Laughter the Heart is ſorrowful, and 
Prove 14+ 13* the End of all my Mirth is Heavineſs, My 
el 7 6 Joy is bur /ike the Crackling of Thorns under 4 
Por, loud and noifie, fierce and ſurprizing ; 
Bur the Blaze is ſoon extinguiſh'd, and the momentary 
Hear is but of little Uſe, Þ 
O Lord, Remove far from me Vanity and Trifles, and fir 
my Thoughts upon ſomething ſolid and laſting : And, a3 
the Pleaſures and Enjoyments of this World decay, ſo 
let my Mind be refreſh d with the Society and Entertain. 
ments of Paradiſe. N 
If my Bodily Health decays, and the Arrows of the A. 


mighty drink, up my Spirits; let me grow in Grace, and com. 


fort my ſelf with the Salvation of my Soul. 

If my Eftate be reduc'd, or my Honour diminiſh'd, le 
me lay up Treaſure in Heaven, and ſeek Promotion from 
him who will glorifie the Fuſt. 5 5 

If my Family be ſnarch'd away in their Bloom, and my 
Friends and Acquaintance go down to tbe Grave before me; 
ler me conſider, that a Second and more joyful Meeting 
will tpeedily enſue ; and that the trueſt and moſt laſting 
Friendſhip will commence in another States 


hana bs. By * „ 2 2 T gy 1 * 


PO E M. 
Part of the 88th Ps ALM Tranſlated. 


PReopirions God! The Author of Relief, 

To whom my weary'd Soul imparts her Grief ; 
To whom, I all the Day and Night complain, 
But af! the Day and all the Night in vain; 
Afford ar laſt a kind relenring Ear, # 
And grant Admittance ro my mournful Pray'r : 
For Sorrow has my ſhiv'ring Soul poſſeſt, 
And racking Pains dart thro my panting Breaſt. 
This mouldring Frame decays, and finks apace ; 
My Cheeks grow pallid, and my Spirits waſte ©: 
Each coming Day adds Weight ro my Diſtreſs, 
And tedious Nights my ceafeleſs Pains increaſe: 


h W. Cf. GRIEF 221 
A ſudden Deadneſs does each Part ſurprize: 3 
Healneſi runs throꝰ my Limbs, and Dimneſs oer my Eyes. 


Extended, like the Breathleſs Corpſe, I ly, 
Lopt by the cruel Hand of Deſtiny. 
There's no Remembrance of my ancient Fame; 
My Strength ts waſted, and extinct my Name. 
To dark Oblivion is my Life convey'd, 
Low as the Pit, and Gloomy as the Shade; 
vet the Almighty ſtill exerts his Hate, 
Still on my Shoulders piles the pond'rous Weight, 
And ſinks my bending Knees beneath their Fare. 
Legions of Ills about my Dwelling rove, 
And Troops of Pains in ſwift Succeſſion move, 
By various Turns t'attack my trembling Soul, 
As rifing Billows after Billows rowl. 
And, charg'd with reſtleſs Indignarion, roar, 
To ſpend their foaming Malice on the Shoar- 


Io all this Fury, I am naked left, 

Of Comforts and of Friendſhip both bereft. 

There's no Condoling Neighbour to be found; 

No Ear to hear my Cries, no Hand to cure my Wound. 
Like the poor Pris'ner, I muſt hug my Chain, | 
From all things Baniſh'd, but Inceſſant Pain. 

The Savage Race of Men deride my Grief, | 
And ſhun the Wretch, to whom they owe Relief. 


. 

HAT is my Strength, that I ſhould hope? And what is 
my End, that I ſhould prolong my Life? (Job 6. 11. ) 

Is my Strength the Strength of Stones? Or is my Fleſh 
Braſs ? (V. 12.) 5 
Oh! that my Grief were thoroughly weighed, and my Cala- 
mity laid in the Ballances together! (V. 2.) | 

For the Terrors of the Lord do ſet themſelves in aray againſt. 
77 125 the Poiſon of his Arrows drinketh up my Spirits 
(V. 4. 


3 


Mine 
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Mine Eye alſo is dim by reaſon of Sorrow, and l my Mem. 
bers are as a Shadow. (Ch. 17. 4.) 


When I looked for Good, then Evil came unto me; and whey 
I waited for Light, there came Darkneſs. (Ch. 30,26.) 

My Bowels boiled, and reſted not; the Days of Aion 
prevented me. (V. 27.) 

I went mourning with the Sun: 1 food up, and cried iy 
the Congregation. (V. 28.) 


v. am a Brother to Dragons, and a Companion of Onl;. 
29.) 
My Harp alſo is turned into . and my Organ. into 
the Voice of them that weep, (V. 31.) 
All the Daughters of Muſic are brought low, and the Pol 
Virgins hang down their Heads. (Eccl. 12. 4) 
The new Wine mourneth, the Vine languiſheth, and all tle 
merry-hearted do ſigh. (Iſa 24-9) 
The Mirth of Tabrets ceaſeth ; the Noiſe of them that rejbiee 
endeth; and the Foy of the Land is gone. (V. 8, 11.) 


H T MN H. 


ON „ wile thou forget me, O Lord, for ever 2 Hor 
long wilt thou hide thy Face from me? (Pl. 13. 1.) 
How long ſhall T feek Counſelin ray Soul, and be ſo vexed in 1 5 
Heart ? How long ſhall mine Enemies triumph over me? (V. 2. 
Thou haſt made us a very Strife unto our Neighbours, and Ou! 
Enemies laugh us to ſcorn. (Pl. 80.6 ) 
Conſider mine Adverſaries, how many they are; and the bear 
u tyrannous Hate againſt me. (Pl. 25. 15.) 
Bow down thine Ear, aud. bear me, O Lord my wid Ligi't- 
en mine Eyes, that T fleep not in Death. (PI. 13 
Turn thee unto me, and have Mercy upin me; * I am de. 
folate and in Miſery. (V. 15.) 
O keep my Soul, and deliver me: Let me not he cen, 
for ] hade put my truſs in thee. (PC. 25. 19.0 


Look upon mine Adverſity and Miſery, and forgive me all my 
Sin. * 17.) 


For thy Wrath endureth but the twin ding of an Eye; ond 7 in 


thy Preſence is Life, and at thy right Hand the Ful neſs of Fc» 
For evermore, (Pl. 30. 3. 


Oh ! 


Ch. IV. £ | 

Oh ! feed me no longer with the Bread of Tears, nor give me 
Plenteouſneſs of Tears to drink, (Pſ. 80. 5.) 

For Heavineſs in the Heart of Man maketh it ſtoop ; but a 

nd Word from thee makeh it glad. (Prov. 12. 45.) 

Oh ! let thy Comforts refreſh my Soul in the Multitude of the 
gorrows that 1 have in my Heart. (Pl. 94. 19) 

For thou only canſt turn my Heavineſs into Foy : Thou canſt 
put off my Sackeloth, and gird me with Gladneſs. (Pl. 30. 11.) 

Great are the Troubles of the Righteous ; but the Lord deli- 
vereth him out of all. (Pl. 34.19.) 

The Lord delivereth the Souls of his Servants ; and all they 
that put their truſt in him, ſhall not be deſtitute. (V. 22.) 


—_—— 


PRATHER- 1 
Oben and Everlaſting God, mercifully look upon 
my Infirmities; and in all my Dangers coded for 34; 
and Neceflities ſtretch forth thy Right Hand Sun. aft. Irin. 


to help and deliver me, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 
Amen. . 5 


\ God, merciful Father, that deſpiſeſt not the Sighing 


4 of a contrite Heart, nor the Deſire of 
ſuch as be ſorrowful ; mercifully aſſiſt the Pray- | 
ers that I make before thee in all my Troubles and Adver- 
fities whenſoever they oppreſs me; and graciouſly hear 
me, that thoſe Evils, which the Craft or Subtilty of the De- 
vil, or Man worketh againſt me, be brought to nought, and 
by the Providence of thy Goodneſs they may be diſperſed, 
that I thy Servant being hurt by no Perſecutions, may ever- 
more give thanks unto thee in thy Holy Church, thro? 
jeſus Chriſt my Lord, Amen, oe, 


Litany. 
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N CHAP. v. 
07 POVERTY, 


4 _ — 


PS AL. 69. 29. 


But I am Poor. 


MEDITATION. 


JN HEN I conſider the various Diſpenſations of 
Providence in this lower World, and how Re. 


Wards and Puniſhments are not always propor- 
tioned to the Quality of Mens Actions; I learn Content. 
ment under my Misfortunes, and am willing with good 
Men, to expect my Portion in a better State. Alas! the 
Entertainments of this World are coarſe, and the Compa- 
ny is diſagreeable. The beſt of Men meer with indifte- 
rent Reception, and the moſt Deſerving muſt oftentimes 
ſubmit to the worſt of Misfortunes. Mines and Galleys have 
been the Inheritance of Saints; and Fire and Fag got the 
Entertainment of Martyrs, Flouriſhing Vice may regale 
her ſelf with Plenty and Affluence, and all her Advocates 
and Profeſſors ſpread abroad like a Palm-Trec in Lebanu: : 
Bur afflicted Virtue remains ſtill under a Cloud, and has 
not always the Privilege to diſplay her own Glory, or en- 
rich her Proſelytes with any Marks of Diſtinction. Ir is 
nor every Palare can be fed with Manna, nor ever Back 
can be clothed in Purple: Bur ſome Part of us muſt bear and 3 
the Frowns of Fortune, and be expos'd to the Rage of 
Hunger and Thirſt, and the Preſſures of Cold and Na- 
| LET | kednels; WW to; 


Ch. V. 
kedneſs. Earth muſt be our Bed, and Heaven our Cano- 
Py, whilſt Winds and Tempeſts diſturb our Repoſe, and 
Damps and Vapours benumb our Limbs. SO 
My Bleſſed Saviour was born in a Stable, and laid in a 
Manger, becauſe his reputed Parents were nor of Ability 
to procure Lodgings in the Inn. The whole Courſe of his 
Sojourning here upon Earth, was one continu'd Scene of 
Affliction; and the moſt remarkable Paſſages of his Life 
ſeem in ſome meaſure tranſacted to dignifie and ennoble 
Poverty. e ſuffered the Princes of this World to (well 
with lofry Titles, and Herod and Pontius Pilate to Lord it 
over Fudea ; . whilſt He, the Supream Monarch of the U- 
niverſe, had no Place in his Dominions to lay bis 


Head. 


| Why therefore ſhould'ſt thou be ſo diffatisfied, at the 
| Government of this Lower World, and repreſent thy own 
| Circumſtances as an Argument againſt the Goodneſs and 
| Juſtice of Providence? Why ſhouldſt thou think it hard 
to be thruſt out of thy Employment, and deprived of thy 
E Parrimony, when Chriſt. himſelf came to his 
own, and his own received him not. God, per- x 
W haps, foreſaw, that thou wouldſt grow proud with Plenty, 
| coverous by Increaſe, and wanton in Proſperity; and 
| therefore his Wiſdom might conſult rhy Intereſt, by pla- 
cing thee at a diſtance from a Temptation; and might 
E vithdraw the Fewel from thy Lufts, by diminiſhing thy 
Fortune, and reducing thy Circumſtances. | | 
| It is thy indiſpenſible Duty to confider, that thy Portion 
in this Life extends no farther than Food and Rayment ; and 
as long as thou art not deſtitute of a necellary Subliſtence, 
thou haſt no pretence or ground for Complatir.. 
place me (lays Seneca) amongſt Princes or Beggars, 
the one ſhall not make me proud, nor the other a— 
| ſham'd. I can rake as ſound a Sleep in a Barn as a 


Jok. 1. 11. 


| © Palace; and a Bundle of Hay is as good a Lodging to 


me as 2 Bed of Down. Every thing hat is neceſſary 
to the Support of Life is cheap, and eaſie to be obtain d ; 
and the good Providence of God is never deſective in 
this forr of uſeful Proviſion. Nature is not very {ollici- 
tous about her Cook or her Kitchen; and Reaton never 
torments her (elf with a Number of Servants, or a Va- 
tlety of Diſhes, A lietie covers the Back, and leſs feeds 
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the Belly. Coarſe Diet will appeaſe the Appetite, and 
a Cup of Cold Water quench the Thirſt. „ 
Why then ſhould I be always gratifying my Pride, Tt 
or humouring my Fancy? Why ſhould Curiofity car. WS Hc 
ry me into Exceſſes, and Cuſtom into Luxury and IC 
Wantonneſs ? Is there no Contentment, bur in Coach. F 
cs and Liveries? No Happineſs, but in the Magnif. | 
cence of Solomon, and the Treaſures of Dives? If! T1 
am defended from Cold, what does it fignifie, whe. W 
ther 1 be wrapp'd in Silk, and ſhine in Scarlet, or Tc 
have nothing bur a Coat of Camels Hair upon my Su 
Back, and a Leathern Girdle about my Loins? If | An 
am ſufficiently armd againſt Hunger and Thirk, 
where is the difference, whether I be ſerv'd in an 
Earchen Bowl, or a Lordly Diſh? Nay, whether ny 
Meat it ſelf be Locuſt and wild Honey, or my Table 
furniſh'd with the moſt delicious Varieties of Na. 
ture? l | 
Ir is only a Competency of this World, and a Ne. 
ceſſary Proviſion for Life, that can be the reaſonable 
| Deſire or Aim of a Chriſtian: More than this, would 
be rather a Burden than a Pleaſure; and may ſerve 
ro increaſe my Cares, but never to augment my Hap. 
pineſs. e : 


4 2 * x * of 
— K 8 * * — I 


** — 


R 
(CAN nothing pleaſe thy Pride, or Wants ſuffice, 
Bur rich Embroidery, and Hrian Dyes ? _ 
Will nothing ſcreen thee from the piercing Cold, 
Bur Silken Garments ſtiff with Maſſy Gold * 
Muſt Seas be croſs'd, and Earth be travers'd o'er, 
And Toys imported from a Foreign Shore? 
Mutt Saba's Spices, and Arabia's Gums. 
Refreſh thy Noſtrils with their rich Perfumes 2 
Can nothing court thy Eye, bur Poliſh'd Stones, 
And ſparkling Ranks of well-ſer Diamonds ? 
Canſt ne'er be decently apray'd, unleſs 
In gaudy Veſtments of the wanton Eaſt ? 


How S 


ch Of POVERTY. 


How happy might ſt thou be without this Toil; 
ih- Homely Products of thy Native Soil? 
How happy ? If thy reſtleſs carking Mind 
| To Reaſon's ſober Dictates were confin'd 2 


Oh! if kind Heav'n would be ſo. much my Friend, 
To make my Fate upon my Choice depend, 
Would God bur bleſs me with a Mean Eſtate, 
Too ſmall for Envy, and for Scorn too great; 
Such as would Thrifry Nature's Wanrs ſupply; 
And guard me from th' Aſſaults of Miſery : 

I would, I would reſtrain my looſe Deſire; 
No craving Luſt ſhould make my Soul aſpire; 
Nor Pride nor Envy dare to lift me high't, 
No Stately Edifice ſhould be my Home, 
But a poor Rural Coet with Walls of Lome * 
No Mimic Painting ſhould my Roof adorn, 
Nor glaring Lights in Silver Sconces burn: 
No griping Officers my Door beſet, 
Nor hungry Servants round my Table wait. 


But ſince Offended Heav'n, (for Reaſons known 
Beſt to himſelf,) will on my Wiſhes frownz 
Since the All-wiſe and Mighty God will try 
My Virtues by the Plagues of Poverty; 

Arm'd with Submiſſion, I encounter Fare, 
And learn Contentment in the worſt Eſtate. 
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0 j That Men would praiſe the Lord for hzs. Goodneſs, 
and declare the Wonders that be doth for the Children 
of Men! (Pal. 107. 8.) 5 | 
For be ſatisfieth the empty Soul, and filleth the hungry Soul 
with Goodneſs. (V. 9.) . 3 
His Eyes conſider the Poor, and his Eye- lid: try the Children 
of Men, (Pal, 11,5.) 5 
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Come hither, ye Sons and Daughters of Afflilion, and re. 15 
frain your Voice from wee ping for a time, and your Eyes from 
Tears. (Jer. 31. 16.) 

Take the Word of Conſolation from the Mouth of 
Mercy it ſelf, and ler your Faith be ſtrengthned ws the O- 
ra cles of Trutb. 

Men the Poor and Needy ſeek Water, and there is none, m_ 
and their Tongue faileth for Thirſt, (Iſa. 41. 17.) cer 

FT the Lord will hear them, 1 the God of 3 wil! not for- 
ſake them. (Ibid.) 

I will open Rivers in high Places, and Fountains in ti: 
midſt of Valleys. (V. 18.) 

{ will mals. the Wilderneſs a Pool of Water, and the ary 
Land Springs of Mater. (Ibid.) 

will give Power to the Faint, and to them that have w 
Might will I increaſe Strength, (C. 40. 29.) 

Be nor therefore diſturb'd, O my Soul, under thy pre ER 
ſent Circumſtances, nor murmur at the Diſpenſarions of | 
Providence, 

Submir with Patience, and ſole with Reſignation ; and 
then the Almighty ſhall be thy Support in due ſeaſon, and 
82 22 the Reward of Afflicted Wirne 


r 


IVE me, O Lord, the Endowments of a Meek Spirit; 

and let others enjoy the Grandeur and Affluence 0 

this World. 

Let Humility be my Inheritance, and Purity the Oruaa- 

ment of the Inward Man. 

Then ſhall 1'nor be follicitous, tho* my Head be Þumbled 

in Aſres, and m „ Loins clethed with a Linen Frock (Eccius, 
40. 3;4-) | 

For Poverty 1s the Harbinger of Honour 7; 3 but Ricks 
pave the Way to Deſtruction. 

Who had the Goſpel preached unto them, but the Poor? 
And who were under the Sentence of Reprobation, but the ;.- 
Rich and Noble > (Luke 4. 18, 1 Cor: 1. 26.) Ton 

My Saviour's Kingdom is not of this World, neither are mn 
Serv ams diſtinguiſh" d by Purple and Scepters. 


*Ti 


ch v. 


wanton Plenty that transforms Men into Brutes. 

Bur ſpare Diet is a Curb to Licentiouſneſs, and an hard 
Bed the Mortification of Luſt. 

When Feſuran waxed fat, he kicked ; and 5155 the Ifraelites 
were ſurfeited with Quazls, they ſpurned at the 9 
cence of the Donor, (Deut. 3 2. 15, Pſal. 10 5. 40.) | 

But Gratztude was the Effect of their Viſitation, and Obe- 
dience low'd from Indigence and Poverty. 

The fleek Adulterers are like fed Horſes, and every Street 
reſounds with their Neighing after their Neighhours Wives. 


(Jer. 5. 8.) 


But Abſtinence i is the Guard of Chaſtity, and an unpam- 


per d Appetite rarely attempts the Nuptia! Bed. 


— ' _ : ä —— —— — IO PE CE II II" 


PRATER I. 


Beſeech thee, Almighty God, look upon the aflicted 

State of thy Humble Servant, and ſtretch Col. for 34 Sund. 
forth the right Hand of thy Majeſty to be my i Lent. 
Defence againſt all my Enemies, chro- Tet us Chriſt my 
Lord. Amen, | 


PRATER II. 
(0) Holy and Bleſſed Lord, who reſpedtsft not the Perſons © 


Men, and haſt made the Poor as capable of Sal- 
vation as the Rich; Give me ſuch Courage and Pati- 
ence under all the bitter Treatment of this Wort! 
| that I may meer the poor Lazarus's Fortune in another : 
| and finally, with the ſuffering , Parr, of thy Miiitant 
Church, may be tranſplanted into Abrahams's Boſom, and 
have the Miſerles of my Poverty rewarded with the even 
laſting Riches of thy Son's Kingdom. Asie 


Qs, Clare 
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'Tis bloated Luxury that pampers her Voraries, and 
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The Devout Soul. 


C H 
Of SICKNESS: 


F 


n 


—ͤ— 


— * — 


PSAL: 38. 7. 


My Loins are filled with « lathſome Diſeaſe, and there d m 
OO Sondueſein n FHH. 


MEDITATION: 


ruption; I can't in reaſon expect Perpetuity 
in this World, nor be ſurpriz'd at thoſe Decays and Pains 
which are preparative to my unavoidable End. I know 
che Infirmity of my Fleſh, and the Frailty of my Nature; 
and I muſt be contented ro poſſeſs Months of Va- 
Job 7. 3. nity, and run thro the weariſome Nights which 
are appointed: to me. IJ am caſt into this World as a 


baniſh'd Ciminal, and muſt be ready to encounter with the 
Malice of Men and the Temptation of Devils. My Bod 


was deſigned for Suffering, and not Enjoyment ; and ! 
cannot expect the Pleaſure of Paradiſe, whilſt I am under 
the Conſinement of a Priſon, © © | | 


_ Caſt thy Eyes round about thee, O Man, and view the 
deplorable Trophies which Pains and Sicknefles have ere- 
cted amongſt thy Fellow-Creatures. See the Maiming of 
the Body, and the Diſtraction of the Mind in thy own 
Species: See the Loſs of Limbs, and the Disfiguring of 
Countenances in ſome of thy neareſt Relations and Ac- 
Auaintance. 1% May's Soul n bowed down to the Duſt, and 


I HEN I conſider the Compoſition of my Bo- 
| dy, and its natural Tendency ro Duſt and Cor- 
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that Man's Belly may cleave to the Earth. The Strength of 
the Traveller may be dried up like a Porſheard, and the 
Bones of the Caprive ſcorch'd like a Fire-brand. The Heart 
of the Priſoner may be like melting Wax in the midſt of his 


Boch; and rhe Joints of the Labourer's Loins looſed, and 


his rrembling Knees ſmite one againſt another. 

This, indeed, is a melancholy Proſpect, and the Lot 
ſeems to fall heavy upon the Sons of Men : Bur before Piry 
determines any thing in their Favour, let us look a little 
more narrowly into their Afflictions, and canvaſs the Grie- 
vances of the Clamorous and Diſaffected. Enquiry, per- 
haps, may better inform a raſh Judgment; and freſh Evi- 
dence may give a Turn to the Cauſe, quire different from 
the Repreſentation of the Complainants. 5 
It is natural, Ion, for Men to weep in the Bitterneſs of 
their Soul, and to argue and expoſtulate, when they are full 
ff Bruifes and putrefying Sores : But they would ſtill do well, 


not to permit their Pain to over-{way their Reaſon ; but 
to compare their Enjoyments with their Suffering, and to 


make their Happineſs confront their Miſery For by this 
means they would frequently find Opportunities to rejoice, 
where they are ſo forward ro murmur ; or at leaſt, would 


complain with Moderation, and figh and weep with Sub- 


In the Cafe of Pain or Sickneſs, tis only the Body is 


| © affected, and the Senſual and Animal Life is pur into 
_ © Confuſion : Bur the Spirit is impregnable, and the Em- 


„ pire of the Soul can never be moved *. A Fall may 


break our Bones, or a Blaſt put out our Eyes: A Stroke 
from Chance may annoy the Brain, or the Hands of a 
Tyrant rack our Limbs. © A Diſeaſe may take off the 
Speed of a Footinan, or bind the Hands of an Artifi— 
„cer; bur the Mind is ſtill at liberty ro Hear, Learn, 
© Teach, Adviſe, and do all other good Offices 7. The 
Bed may be a Place of Aion, as well as the Camp; and 
the bearing of Corporal Anguiſh, and the encountring 
with the Terrors of Death, a truer Proof of Heroic Cou- 
rage, than the Diſmounting of a Cannon, or the Storming 


of a Ciradel. 


Seneca de Vit. $167» 
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232 The Devout Soul. Book V. 


AA Diſeaſe, tis true, bars us of ſome Pleaſures ; but 
* jr procures us others; and what ir takes from the Body, 
* jr adds in a more valuable Capacity to the Soul . E- 


very Degree of Pain may have its particular Allevi-ation ; 


and nothing is ſo terrible, but what Reaſon may engage, 
and Faith vanquiſh. If the Paroxiſm be ſtrong, the Cordial 
is proportionable ; if the Diſtemper increaſe, the Phyſician is 
always at hand. A diftreſs'd Chriſtian is not at a loſs for 
a Remedy, like other Men: Neither is he to aſſwage his 
Grief by ſome ſtrain'd Notions, by ſome ſage and dry 


| Sayings of ſour and ill-narur'd Philolophy. He knows 
Ferner from whence he 1s to expect àſſiſt. 


rhe 


ance, and is travelling apace to that bleſſed Country, 
where Sorrowing and Sighing ſhall be no more. Tis only the 
Wildernels is beſet with Briars and Thorns, and infeſted 
with Dragons and Scorpions. The Land of Promiſe breeds 
no noxious Animal, and the bleſt Inhabitants are freed 
from Plagues and Infections. The ſure and certain Hopes 
of Eternal Joy may filence the Outcries of the Afflicted, 
and bear down the Preſſure of momentary Pain. 

Since therefore the Shortneſs of our Life will not allow 
our Sufferiags to be long; and rhe Goodneſs of God will 
reward their Temporary Duration with eyerlaſting Felict- 
ty; where are the Supports of Reaſon, or rhe Magnant- 
miry of Chriſtianity, when we roſs and fling under it 
Burden of Humanity, and fill Heaven and Earth wn 
Complaints upon every Bodily Diſorder ? L 
Alas! we are born to Trouble, and are under a neccility 
of Dying ; and we muſt endure Sicknels as preparatory 
10 gur Diſſolution, and introductive to our Great Change. 
By the Laws of Nature, and the Progreſs of our Years, 
we muit expect the Milk to go out of our breaſts, and 


the Mo;/Pure to depart from our Bones, and that the De. 


cays and Jniirmities of an helpleſs and doating Old Ar? 


Pl. 38. 1% Will inevitably overtake us. Our Strength wi 
Fail, and the Light of eur Eyes go away from us 
T-«! ; _ | 8 1 . l N y ? 4 
; Our Fleſh will be clothed with Worms and Clos «, 


R 


Duft ; eur Sten be broken, and cecome leathſome: 


| - p ; ; 1 Cy. OPS i \ » , 1 x; 
And it is itt va'it to expect the Keftoration of Ont Tout, 


-- 
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or to depend perpetually upon the patching up of a decre- 
pit Body: It is in vain to wuſt to che Virtue of Herbs, or 
the Beautifying of a Wefh, or to implore the Phyſician's 
Aid to ranſom our Lite from the Tyranny of one Diſeaſe, 
and throw it into the Clutches of twenty more, 


„ daft 
A Paraphraſe 01 the Nine firſt Verſes of the 102d 


E 3:3 LW 
0 Thou Protector of th' Oppreſt, 
To whom the Yonl retires for Ref? ; 
Lend, Lend a kind attentive Far | 
To thy Afflicted Servant's Pray'r. 
Let Mercy furniſh our a Cure, 
Great as the Pain which I endure, OS 
Quickly the healing Balm apply; | 
Give ſpeedy Help, or elſe I dye. 


Like fleeting Sneak before the Wind, 
Like trembling Miſts before the Sun; 


] feel, I feel my Life decline, 


and winged Hours fly poſting on. 5 
. . 1 

As fading Graſs, my Strength's caſt down, 1 
My Y CCUUPe loft ; my Splendor gCyue + 5 
-o * « > 2 Ef On ? „ 
Conſum'd and warher d here I ly, 9 
Nor will the wonted Fool ſuppiy bs 
Exhauſted Nature s N ift Decay. 1 
15 1 
My lab'ring Soul's oppreſs'd with Woe, 10 1 
And Sorrow hangs upon my Brow. _ _ 


My heavy Breath's einpluv d in Groans ; . ? 
| My Fleſh is worn aw iy Will AOans.3: : 
Nor can my Skin kee in my Boues: | 1 
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234 Tie Devont Soul. 
None ſeems affected with my Pain. 
Or hears my Voice when I complain 


Tuſt fo the mournful Pelican, 
To th' loneſome Wilderneſs confin'd, 
Laments to Trees, and ſighs ro Wind. 
Juſt ſo the Owl avoids the Light, 


- Doom'd to the gloomy Realms of Night, 


For fear each ſawcy Bird of Prey 
Should chaſe her if ſhe flies by Day, 


In Watching and in Solitude, 

My melancholy Time's employ d. 

I'm like a Sparrow, which hath ſate, 
Expecting long her abſent Mate; | 
And on the loneſome Roof dorh mourn: 
For fear the Wanderer ſhould not return, 


Inftead of Pirying my Woe, 
My Enemies more furious grow. 
Their Factious Tongues engender Strife, 
And Bloody Hands attempt my Life, 
Mad with Revenge, they puſh on Fate, 
And curſe ſlow Death for coming late. 


I, all this while, have penſive ſate, 
Helpleſs, Forlorn and Deſolate: 
The mournful Aſhes on my Head 
In a fad ſolemn Pomp are ſpread : 


 Sackcloth ſurrounds my render Loins, 


And Tears ſupply the Place of Wines. 


HYMN 
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HT MN I. 


HEN T ſay, my Bed ſhall comfort me, and my Couch frat. 
edſe my Complamt. (Job 9. 13.) 


"how thou, O Lord, ſcareſt me with Dreams, and terrifieſt 


| me with Viſions. (V. 14.) 
| Terrors are turned upon me : They purſue my Soul as 155 
| Wind ; «nd my Welfare paſſeth away as Cloud. (C. 30. 15.) 


And now my Soul is poured out upon me; the Days of Affi. 


| gion have taken hold upon me. (V. 16.) 
| My Bones are pierced in me in the Night-ſeaſon, and my Si. 
| news take no reſt. (V. 17.) 


By the great force of my Diſeaſe n my Garment changed + 


g It bindeth me about as the Collar of my Coat. (V. 18.) 


He hath caſt me into the Mire, and I am become ons Duſt 


| and Aſpes. (V. 19.) 


Lord ! hear me in the Day of Trouble, and the Name of the 


:  Gidof Jacob defend me. (Pl. 20. 1.) 


Withdraw thine Hand far from me, and let not thy Dread 


; | make me afraid. (Job 13. 21.) 


Confider my Complaint ; for Tam broughe o very low: And 


| deliver me from my Perſecutors 3 ; for they are too ſtrong for me. 
; (Pl. I42. 7, 8.) 
| Bring my Soul out of Priſon, and my Spirit out of Heavineſs, 

V. 3, 7. 


That I may celebrate thy Name for thine abundant Good- 


| eſs, and magnifie my Deliverer for his | Generofiry Lo the: 
N aficted. (V. 7.) 


HTMN 
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HTM N IE 


Hat ſoever 23 brought upon thee, 1 ehe arfuly, and be pe 


N,. 


tient when thou art changed to a low Eſtate. (Ecclus ( 
27 0 
Cleave unto the Lord, and depart not away, that thou mayſt il 
be encreaſed at thy laſt End. (V. 3 d 
Speak not unadviſediy with thy Lips, and let not t thy fooliſh q 
Heart fret againſt thy Maker. l 
For Gold is tried in the Fire, and acceptable Men in the Fur. 
naoe of Adverſity. ES) 
Believe in God, and he will help thee ; order thy May aright, 
end truſt in him. (V. 6.) 
Look at the Generations of old, and Fa Did ever any truſt 
in the Lord, and was confounded (V. 10.) | | 
= Or did any abide in hu Fear, and was forſaken > Or whom aid | 
| be ever deſpiſe, that called upon him? (V. ibid.) I 5 
0 For the Lord s very pitiful, and forgiveth Sins, and ſaveth ; [ 
1 in the time of Alliction. (V. 11.) I 
N If any Man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let bim not 5 aſpamed f 
1 But let him plorifie God on this behalf, and triumph! in the i. | 
9 ſita tion. (1 Pet. 4. 16.) b 
[7 For wo be to fearful Hearts, and faint Hands, and the Sinner 1 
= rat goe th two ways. (Ecclus. 2. 12.) g = 
WM unto him that is faint-hearted ; for he believeth not, p 


| 
| therefore ſhall he not be defended. (V. 18.0 

N Mo unto you that have loft Patience: And what will you 03 
when the Lord ſhall vifit you? (V. 14) 

j | But they that fear the Lord, will p. 17 ire their Hearts, and 
humble their Souls in hu Sight, (V. 15 

Hz Saying, We will fall into the Hands 77 the Lord, and nit 
into the Hands of Men: Fir as his Majeſty , ſo 55 2 Merc; 
| EOF; 18} 


PRAYER 


ch VI Of SICKNESS. 


n 8 


1 


. 


O Lord, look down from Heaven, behold, viſit and re- 
lieve thy Servant: Look upon me with the Eyes of 
thy Mercy; give me Comfort and ſure Confi © _ 
dence in thee : Defend me from the Danger . of Sicks 
of the Enemy, and keep me in perpetual Peace and Safe- 
ty, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


PRATER II. 


Ear me, Almighty and moſt merciful God and Savi- 
our; Extend thy accuſtomed Goodneſs ro me thy 
Servant, who am grieved with Sickneſs. Sanctifie, ,,.. 
[ beſeech thee, this thy Fatherly Correction to me; : 
that the ſenſe of my Weakneſs may add Strength to my 
Faith, and Seriouſneſs ro my Repenrance : Thar if it ſhall 
be thy good Pleaſure to reſtore me ro my former Health, 
may lead the Reſidue of my Life in thy Fear and to thy 
Glory: Or elſe give me Grace to take thy Viſitation pari- 


ently, that after this painful Life ended, I may dwell 


with thee in Liſe everlaſting, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 
Amen, 2, | 
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CHAP. VII. 
of DISGRACE. 


— — 


38 7 HEN I conſult the Principles of Honour, and 
A, am guided by the Sentiments of this World ;] 


| Revenge, and Self. Defence ſuggeſts the Neceſſity of a 


| I S A. 51. 7. 


Fear ye not the Reproach of Men, neither be afraid of 
| their Revilings. 


MEDITATION. 


fanſie the neareſt and moſt endearing of al 
Earthly Enjoyments, is my Reputation: And Iam ſome. 
times induc'd to believe, that I could part with all other 
Temporal Bleſſings, if I could but keep this One Thing in. 
violable. Every Slur upon my good Name galls me on 
the moſt tender Part, and touches my Soul to the ve) 
Quick, Stubborn Nature is willing to retaliate ; rhe Inſo- 
lence of a Provocation would argue for the Lawfulnels of 


Vindication. | 

Bur why, O my Soul, ſhould} thou maintain ſuch a 
Stiffneſs and Inflexibiliry in thy Temper 2 Why ſhouldſt 
thou depend ſo much upon a CharaFer, or inſiſt upon a 
ſenſleſs Punctilio of Honour? It is the Property of a great 


Pro. 19. 11. 


Mind to be above Detraction, and the Glory if iſ 
a Man to paſs over a Tranſgreſſion. Why then 
- ſhould a Cbriſtian ceale to be a Gentleman, for pardoning 
his Enemies, and over-looking the Malice of an idle Story? 

Why 


„„ %% ² —ꝛÄ :! . , es 
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Why ſhould he forfeir the Character of his Courage and 
Magnanimity, for not demanding Satisfaction, and ven- 
turing his Blood with a Bully or a Scoundrel? O Honour, 
thou Airy Bubble, and Myfterious Sound Thou Enemy 
to Conſcience, and Reproach to Chriſtianity ! How faral 
are thy Principles, and diſgraceful thy Practices > What a 
Multitude of hot- headed Mifcreants doſt thou draw into 
Duels and Aſſaſſinations? And what Ruin and / Devaſtation 
doſt thou entail upon Kingdoms and Families ? 

And yer, notwithſtanding theſe frequent Hears and 
Combuſtions, theſe implacable Feuds and Rencounters 
between Men of Figure and Diſtinction, there is nothing in 
Scandal to diſcompoſe the Temper, or fink rhe Spirits of a 
Wiſe Man. The Empire of the Tongue is confin'd to this 
World, and the Contagion can reach no farther than Exter- 
nal Bleſſings. The * Philoſophers do frequently argue, that 


Diſgrace is either Falſe or True: If Falſe, tis an Injuſtice, 
and the Mind of the Defamer is a Sufferer, by doing an 


ill and baſe thing : If True, it diſcovers to us our own 
Faults, and may put us upon ſuch a Reformation of Life, 


as may take away the Occaſions of Reproach for the fu- 


ture. h 


Whatever we ſuffer in this World, we are no farther re- 


ſponſible for it, than our Vices or Follies have adminiſtred to 
the Defamation, © If we lie under the Obloquy of an ill 


againſt it J. A Contumely is an Indignity below the 
Conſideration of the very Law; and not worthy either 


ſignifies no more to a wiſe and ſober Man, than an idle 


; Dream, that is no ſooner paſt, than forgotten f. | -— 
| As long as I am confind to this World, I muſt expect 


to be blacken'd and aſpers'd ; and I onght ro be the more 
eaſie under the Treatment; becauſe an univerſal Chara- 
cter is impoſſible to be artain'd ; neither are all Tempers, to 
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* Seneca, simpl. Comment on Epi &. c. U 
+ Epik. ibid. 
Seneca. 


by 


„Tongue, Patience and Meekneſs are the proper Fence 


of a Revenge, or ſo much as a Complaint. Ir is only 
the Vexation and Infirmity of a weak Mind, as well 
as the Practice of an Haughty and Inſolent Nature, and 
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240 2 The Dewont Soul. TS ; Book V. 
be ſooth'd, or all Tongues to be influenced in my favour. 
Us unto you (ſays our Saviour) when all Men 
Luk. 6. 45. ſpeak well of you. For what Compliances can 
procure ſuch a Popularity? What good Services can re. 
tain the Atheiſt and Infidel on your fide ? Chriſtianity it 


. ſelf was every where ſpoken againſt, and the 
2 Cor. 6. 8. Apoſtles forc'd to go thro evil Report as well ag 


Mare, 11. 18. Cod Report. The Bapriſt was repreſented ag 
having a Devil, and our Saviour reproach'd for 
maintaining a Confederacy with Beelxebub. The Abſtemi. 
ous Life and Religious Faſting of the Former was con- 
ſtrued the Effect of a melancholy and Hypocondriacal 
Temper ; and the Frank and Open Behaviour of the Lat. 
ter, Lraduc'd for Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, _ 3 
The Caſe is ſtil! the ſame with Obloquy and Detraction, 
and nothing can eſcape the Laſh and Cenſure of ſome vi. 
rulent Tongues. Vf a Man be of a ſtudious and contem. 
plative Nature, and willing to ſequeſter himſelf from the 
Noiſe and Fatigue of the World, he ſhall preſently be 
cried out upon for a four and moroſe Hypocrite: If a 
Briskneſs of Temper engages him more frequently, in 
Company, and inclines him to the innocent Freedoms of 
Converlation, he ſhall be blam'd for acting below bis Chara- 
Ber, and contrary to his Prefeſſton, Fl 
So extreamily difficult is it for a Man ro carry himſelfup- 
right in the Eve of every body, and ro be ſo blameleſs and 
innocent that Faction and Brgotry ſhould never attack him, 
that Malice and Envy ſhould neither ind, nor make 4 Spot in 
bu Coat. 8 © Tr Oe} 
But is there then no ſuch thing as æ real Character: 
And can I never gain any Reputation in the World, unlels 
I debaſe my ſelf to the Populace, and ſneak and cringe 
for fear of malicious and virulent Tongues ? Yes, yes, O 
my Soul, preſerve thy Integrity, and hold faſt thy Righteou|- 
neſs; and then thou mayſt boldiy confront thy Enemies, and 
deſie their Malice, if thine own Heart does not reproach 
thee, there is no Danger from the Tongues of other Men, 
* Calumny and ill Words are only the Clamour of Ene- 
mies; and ſike Arrows ſhor at a diſtance; make a Sound 
„hen they fall on our Arms, but do no Execution # 
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Seneca. 
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There is a God of Truth, who will defend the Innocent; and 
the time is com ing when the Voice of the Slan- 
leref and Blaſpbemer ſhall be filenc'd, and the 
gathering together of the Froward, and the Inſur- 
reaion of wicked Doers ſhall be diſſipated and confounded. 


— WES 


P O B M. 
The Qualities of the TONGUE deſcribd, from 
the 3d Chapter of 70 AMES, beginning at Verſe 
2d, and ending at Verſe 11th. 5 


1 Nor ſows Sedition with opprobrious Lips, 
Is truly Maſter of the Chriſtian Law, 
And binds the ſtormy Paſſions under Awe. 


| W Hoe'er his Tongue in juſt Decorum keeps, 


| The fiery Steed is by the Fockey rein'd, 

| Manag'd with Art, and by the Bir reftrain'd, 

| Alittle Helm the row'ring Ship confines, 
| Braves the loud Storm, and ſhocks the bluſtring Winds, 
| Ih unwieldy Bulk the Pilot's Art obeys, = 
And India's Wealth to diſtant Coaſts conveys, 


| Oh! that the Tongue were under ſuch Controul, 
And haſty Words reſtrain'd by Reaſon's Rule! 

| Bat tis a Member of ungovern'd Force; 

Liule in Size, but ſwell'd with mighty Boaſts; 

Like the ſmall Spark, it kindles into Flame, 

And burns che Houſe which *rwas deſign'd to warm, 


O curſed Tongue Thou Parent of all Ill. 

Who doſt the Univerſe with Diſcord fill! 

| Thou, who with Noiſe diſturb'ſt the Husband's Head, 
And damp'ſt the Rapture of the Nxptial Bed! 


Thou who degrad'ſt the mighty Hero's Fame, } 
Leſſen'ſt his Virtue, and pollut'ſt his Name, 

And ſett'ſt the jarring World in endleſs Flame : | 
| | Fl Surely 


— 


- — 
—_ ——— — > SLA * 
3 — — ö 


— 
. ͤ CE Dn erm ren He 
— — 


EY — 
— by — "— 
= . — >= ee. — — 
— — FF Oty, oy Ec, — 9 In : — = = 
v mx nal * Pons — . - : N Ss 2 > 
— — — — — — xy < 2 — — — 
— * — — 


— — 8 


* 4 — La mate »- = — — — OI VEST 
Or go I rn mm metre on r • ne —x op ** — 5 Xx EL 
— 2 6 2 Fad - ISS — AE 2 
_ ——_ = F E 
— — —_ Pn 


| (Pl. 109. "oF 


— — oo owe — — — 


dg they hit him, and fear not. (V. 4.) 
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Devils and Furies gave the Monſter Birth, 


Surely from Hell thou didſt receive thy Breath; 
To ſpit their livid Venom here en Perch. IT j 


Courage and Wit can tame a Savage Beaſt, 
And all the Fury of the Woods repreſs: 


And Scaly Monſters of the briny Flood, 


The Birds of Prey and hiſſing Serpents Brood, 
Are ſooth'd by Wiſdom, or by Art ſubdu'd : C 


But Pow'r's defective o'er th' Unruly Tongue, 
And ſcanty Laws can ne er redreſs the Mrong. 


This is the Member, which in florid Lays, 


 Harangues her God, and celebrates his Praiſe; 


Bur Man, the Offspring of the Deity, 

Can't ſcape the Laſh of raging Calumny; 
Man ſhe purſues with her infernal Spire, 
And blaſts his Virtues with Sarcaſtic Wit. 


9 8 


— A 


1 


God, the Proud are riſen againſt me, and the Congrega. 
tions of naughty Men have fought after my Soul, and 
have not ſet thee before their Eyes. (Pſ. 86. 14.) 
The Flords are riſen, O Lord, the Floods have lift up their 
Voice; the Floods have lift up their Waves. (Pl. 93. 4.) 
D let not the Foot of Pride prevail againſt me: And let not 
the Hand of the Ungodly caſt me down. (PC. 38. 19.) 
Hold not thy Tongue, O God of my Praiſe : For the Month if 
the Ungod!y, yea, the Mouth of the Deceitful # opened upon we. 
And they have ſpoken againſt me with falſe Lips, and com- 
paſſed me about with Mords of Hatred, and fought againſt me 
without a Cauſe. (V. 2.) 
The Scorners have whet their Tongue like a Sword, and bent 
their Bow to ſhoot out their Arrows, even bitter Words. (PL. 64. 


35 | 
That they may privily ſhoot at him that ij perfect; ſudden 


pt 0 
The) 


C £0? 


ch. VII. Of DISGRACE. 243 
They encourage themſelves in Miſchief, and commune among 


themſelves; how they may lay ſnares, and ſay that no Man ſhall 
* them. .) 
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But God ſhall ſuddenly ſhoot at . with a ſwift Arrow, | 
that they ſpall be wounded. (V. 7.) i 
Tea, their own Tongues ſhall make them fall: inſomuch that oY 
whoſo ſeeth them, ſhall laugh them to ſcorn, (V. 8.) 7 
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HYMN II. 


\/Engeance is ; the ſole Prerogative of Heaven, and the 
Almighry will exert it as he foes occaſion. 
To us it belongeth to be patient and ſubmiſſive, and #9 
commit our Cauſe to him that judgeth righteoufly. (1 Per. 2. 23.) 
If virulent Tongues ſhould blaſt our Honour, or Satyr 
and Lampoon attack our Virtues ; 
If the Drunkards ſhould make Sen 7s upon us, Or rhe Theater 
miſrepreſent our Characters: 
"We are not to anſwer Fools in their Folly, or to be morti- 
g L at the Reproach of Buffoors and Atheiſts. (Prov. 26. 4) 
Conſider, Pho was moſt inſolently oppreſs d and afflicted, 
un yet opened He not his Mouth. (fa. 53. 7.) 8 
Conſider, Tho was brought dumb as a Sheep before bj She ar 
ers, and when he was reviled, reviled not again. (1 Pet. 2. 23.) 
And ler theſe Conſiderations influence your Chriſtian Pa- 
| tience: And model your Lives upon this great Exemplar 
of Humility, | | 
Say not thou, I will e e Evi! : But wait on the Lord, 
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end he ſhall ſave thee. (Prov. EE] 
| Say not, Iwill do ſo to him, as 1 hath done 3 me: Iwill. 
eder unto the Man according to his Works. ( 29.) 


| For whom have you reproachc:: 81 Hafpbemed 0 Fo 40 Tembly 
of Mockers 2 Againſt whom have ye exalted your Voice, 4 i- 

ed up your Eyes on high? (iſa. 37. 23. Jer. 15.17.) 

| fis God who ſees the Prong, and all your Imaginations a- 

gainſt the Innocent. (Lam 3. 40 | 

And becauſe your Rage and Tumult is come u up into his Ears, | #4 

| therefore will he put his Hcok into 5 Noſe, and his Bridle in 1 

yur Lips. (Ila. 37. 29 
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PR ATE R I. 


O Father of Lights, and God of Truth ! Be pleaſed 
to diſſipate the Works of Darkneſs, ſo to diſappoint 
the Envy and Malice of flanderous Tongues, that % 
Church may ſerve thee in all godly Quietneſs, and thy Saints 
enjoy both the Pleaſure and Advantage of a good Name, for 
Jelus Chriſt's ſake, Amen. | 


P RAT E R II. 


G'YE me Grace, O God, ro order my Ways with ſuch 

YZ Prudence and Circumſpection, that I may afford no 
juſt Occaſion for Reproach and Scandal: And endue my 
Soul with ſuch Courage, as will deſpiſe the Malice, ſuch 
Patience, as will bear the Injuries, and ſuch Charity, 2; 
will pray for the Perſons of Backbiters and Slanderers, ac. 
cording to the Example of my blefſed Maſter Chriſt Jelus, 
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PROVIk 3s 5 
Envy thon not the Oppreſſor, and chooſe none of his Ways, 


MEDITATION: 


1 \XERT thy Courage, O my Soul, at this critical Sea- 
ſon, and call up the Aſſiſtances of Grace to co- 


now come to the finiſhing Scene of Human Miſery, and 
tis pity that thou ſhouldſt faint at thy Journey's End, or be 
E ſhipwrack'd when thou haſt avoided ſo many Rocks, and 
weather d ſo many Storms. Thou haſt an ill-natur'd 


World to live in, and a great many potent and ſubtil E- 


nemies to encounter. The Villanies of Mankind are fla- 
grant, and the Sons of Violence innumerable, I re- 
| turned (ſays Solomon) and conſidered all the Oppreſſions that 
| are done under the Sun: And behold the Tears of 
ſuch as are oppreſſed, and they had no Comforterz _* * 
and on the ſide of their Oppreſſors there was Power, but they 
| had no Comforter. A lamentable and frighrful Scene in- 
| deed, and a bitter Potion for the Sons and Daughters of Af. 
* flifzon ! If the Innocent had Hope only in this Life, and the 
| Defenceleſs no other Protection but an Arm of Fleſh, we 
| ſhould ſeldom hear of the Releaſe of Priſoners, or rhe Re- 
demption of Captives. 0 VVV 
However, the Caſe of the Oppreſſed is not deſperate, nor 
the Deliverance impoſſible. All the general Complaints 
of Oppreſſion 1n e to be limited and reſtrai- 


operate with thy natural Faculties: For thou art 
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ned in their particular Applications; and the Divine pro. 
vidence is never to be ty'd up, or excluded from inter. 
medling with Human Affairs. God ſometimes vindicate; 
the Innocent with the Expence of a Miracle, and at other 
times thinks it more proper to work by Second Cauſes; and 
byp raifing up Friends, or confounding Enemies, procures 

the Enlargement or Redemption of his People. | 

When the Caſe is the moſt melancholy, the Deliverance 
is frequently the more ſurprizing; and either the Charny 
ef Virtue allure the Compaſſion, or the Inſolence of the O5. 
preſſor provokes the Reſentment of ſome generous Delive. 
rer. God has his cheſen Inſtruments, as well as his Citi. 
cal Seaſons for every Enterprize, and diſtinguiſhes the 4. 
gent as well as ſanctifies the Action, in the Courſe of hi 
Providence. N 

There is nothing wherein the Almighty does more ſig. 
nally and opportunely exert himſelf, than in the Supprel- 
ſion of Violence and Wrong. As he has turn'd out Inn- 
cence naked and defenceleſs to a rude World, ſo he has re- 
ſerved the Protection of her to his own ſelf; and has em. 
ployed both his Juſtice and Mercy in the defence of her 
„ ESE, Os 3 
It is amazing to conſider by how many means Oppreſſ- 
on is defeated, and the Oppreſſor brought to exmplary and 
condign Puniſhment. 1 

If he goes in the Way of unlawful Gain, he muſt expect 
to meet with many a Shock in his Attempts, and Miſery at 
his Journey's End. * 

If Revenge ſhould inſtigate him to Murder, or Avarice 
to Robbery 3 the Beaſts of the Field ſhall be Confederate 
againſt him, and the Fowls of the Air reveal his Se- 
crete. 


If he builds bis Houſe by Unrighteouſneſs, and his Cham- 


LEES bers by Wrong ; the Stone ſhall cry out of the 
. 1. Mall, and the Beam cut of the Timber ſhall an- 
ſwer it, Ill-gotten Goods are like Vinegar to 
the Teeth, aud IV/ormwood to the Palate: The Taſte is al- 
ways nauſeous, and the Digeſtion uneaſie. What, tho 
Sentence be not ſpeedily executed againſt: Evil-doers, nor the 
Hands of the Oppreſſer withered in the very Perpetrarion 
of his Villany; yet the Curſe clings round his Poſſetſions, 

x Ls 


Ch. VIII. Of Oppreſſion. 1 
the Moth is always fretting his Garments, and the Canker eats 
out the very Heart and Bowels of his Eſtate. 

Now, if ſuch are the Effects of Violence, and ſo notori- 
ous the Fate of the Oppreſſor; Be nor ſurpriz'd, O my 
soul! at the politic Contrivances of Knaves, or diſmay'd 
at the daring Attempts of Ruffians and Villains. Fret not 
| thy ſelf becauſe of the Ungodly, neither be thou 
| envious againſt the Evil Doers, Commit thy way 
E unto the Lord, and put thy truſt in him, and in a proper 
| Seaſon, and by the Uſe of juſtifiable Means, expect thy 
E Deliverance. 1 5 5 py 1 
It muſt be confeſs'd, that the Condition of Sufferers 1s 9 
rery deplorable in the times of Perſecution, when Kings 8 
turn Tyrants and Apoſtates, and thoſe who are appointed = 
for Nurſing Fathers, become Robbers of the Church, and 2 
Devourers of their own Children. Tis at ſuch a Seaſon 1 
E that the Laws are perverted, and the Judges brib'd ; and 
| yer our Chriſtianity ties us down to unlimited Submiſſion 
and Obedience; and we not only forfeit our Eſtates, and 
betray our Lives; bur affront our God, and endanger our 
© Salvation, by Reſiſtance. | BE wag 
God in his Mercy ſhorten thoſe Days for his Elects ſake, and 
| make our Officers Peace, and our Exacters Right- Mat. 24. 22. 
| 6-ſneſs. Let Violence be no more heard in our I. 60. 17, 18. 

Land; nor Waſting and Deſtruction within our Borders. 

| Let Truth flouriſh upon Earth, and Righteouſneſs pf. ,. 

| look down from Heaven. Let the Everlaſting, \, 
Light of the Goſpel appear in its full Luſtre, and the Walls 
| of Salvation, and the Gates of Praiſe remain im- 15 
| pregnable. Let the Place of the Sanctuary be | 
| beautified, and the Sons of all them that afflicted the Church, 
come bending unto her, and all they that deſpiſed her, bow 
| themſelves down at the Soles of her Feet, and call her the Delight 
| if the Lord, the Jion of the Holy one of Iſrael, 5 


Pf. 37. 1, 84 


770 


60, 14,18. 
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Part of the 20% Chapter of Jo» tranſlated, 0 Vi 
Verſe 12, to the End of the Chapter. » From 1 


(COME, ye experienc'd Men; ye Sages, come, 

And ſee th' Oppreſſing Knave's untimely Doom: 
See, how unerring Fate purſues hx Pelf, 
Who ruin'd Others ro promote Himſelf. | 
See, how his fingle Life won't ſatisfie 
The juſt Reſentment of the Deity 0 
But down the Vengeance rowls to late Poſterity, 


His Son into a wretched World muſt come, 
And draws his Ruin from his Mother's Womb: 
He's born, not of his Father's Lands, the Lord, 
Bur a ſure Victim to the merc'leſs Sword s 
Heav'n has reſerv'd him for theſe gloomy Times, 
To make Aronement for his Father's Crimes ; 
And in the Height of Miſery to fall, 
And none lament th' untimely Funeral. 

His Widow ſcorns her penfive Weeds to wear, 

Or drop upon his Tomb, a Woman's Tear. 
That immenſe Treaſure, which he did poſleſs, 
Thar Gold, which, like the Sand, was numberleſs : 
Impartial Juſtice throws amongſt the Poor, 


And gives each injur'd Man what was his own before. 


What, tho' the Wretch a ſtately Palace rear ? 

Mean as the humble Cor twill ſoon appear: 
The proud Oppreſſor ſhan't it long enjoy; 

(A ſhort liv'd Tenant only for a Day!) 


| Death, like a Whirlwind, ſhall the Tyrant ſeize, 


And joytul Mourners fing his Obſequies. 

Fain would he go in Peace to th' ſilent Grave, 
But Tempeſts riſe, and angry Billows rave: 

Diſaſters, like a Torrent on him row], 

And black Remorſe o'erwhelms his trembling Soul. 


God 


Las 


Ch; VIII. Of Oppreſſion. 249 
God brings forth all the Magazines of Wrath, | 

And whers the bloody Inſtruments of Death. 

The Villain ftrives r' eſcape, but all in vain 3 

The more he ſtrives, the ſurer is his Pain. 

Th! inſulting World ſtand gazing at his Fate, 

Viewing thoſe Ills, his Riches did create. 

They thank kind Heav'n for what it does diſpence, 
And bleſs the Vengeance which has ſnatchd him hence. 


5 1 PTY . * _——_—_—. MW. 
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r 
HY boaſteſt thou thy ſelf, thou Tyrant, that thou canſ? 
do miſchief 5 (Pſ. 52.1.) 
Whereas the Goodneſs of God endureth yet daily? (V. 2.) 
Thy Tongue imagineth Wickedneſs, and with Lies thou cut- 
teſt like a ſharp Razor- (V. 3.) 2 


_—Y 2 1 — TS 2. 


Thou haſt loved Unrighteouſneſs more than Goodneſs, and . 


talk, of Lies more than Righteouſneſs, (V. 4.) 


But knoweſt thou not this of old, ſince Man was placed upon 


Earth, (Job 20.4.) 5 „ 
That the triumphing of the Wicked is ſport, and the Joy of 
the Hypocrite but for a Moment? (V. 5.) | 


He ſhall fly as a Dream, and ſhall not be found : Tea, he 


ſhall be chaſed away as a Viſion in the Night. (V.8,) _ 
Tho Wickedneſs be ſweet in his Mouth, tho' he hide it under 
bis Tongue; (V. 12.) a F;iꝑ 
Tho he ſpareit, and forſake it not, but keep it ſtill within his 
Mouth: (V. 13.) | Res 
Tet his Meat in his Bowels is turned, it is the Gall of Aſps 
within him. (V. 14.) 


He hath ſwallowed down Riches, and he ſhall vomit them up 


again : God ſhall caſt them out of his Belly, (V. 15.) 
That which he laboured for, ſhall he reſtore, according to his 
Subſtance ſhall the Reſtitution be. (V. 18.) 


God ſhall caſt the Fury of his Wrath upon him, and ſhall rain 


it upon him whilſt he is eating. (V. 23.) | 
He ſhall flee from the Iron-Weapon; and the Bow of Steel 
foall ſtrike him thro. (V. 24.) | 
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250 T he Devout Soul. Book v. 
Tt is drawn, and cometh out of the Body ; yea, the he gliſhin 


Sword cameth out of his Gall; Terrors are upon him. (V. 25.0 


All Darkneſs ſhall be ES in his ſecret Places; a Fire not 
blown ſha'l conſume him; it foal 20 ill with him that j left 
in his Tabernacle, 0 V. 26, ) 


H r M N II. 
"JE Time is coming when Violence ſhall no longer 
Houriſh, nor the Vircuous and Innocent be any more 

opprels'd : 

For the Kingdom of Villany is confin'd to this World, 
but Death will; put a Period to Blood and * 

The Actors thall ſpeedily be removed from rhe Stage, 
and new Scenes be preienred to the Eyes. 

Virtue ſhall enter with her ſuffering Sons, and Saints 
and Angels ſhall proclaim their Triumph. 

Then ſhall the Righteous Man ſtand in great Boldneſs, before 
the Face of ſuch as have afflicted him, and made no account ef 
his Labcurs. (Wiid. 5. 190 

When they ſee it, they ſhall be troubled with terrible Fear, and 
ſhall be amazed at the $ trangeneſs of his Salvation, fo far be- 
yond all that they lovked for. (V. 2.) 

And they repenting and groaning for Anguiſh of Spirit, ſpall 
ſay within themſelves, This was he whem we had ſometime i in 

deriſion, and a Proverb of Reproach. (V. 3.) 

Me Fools accounted his Life Madneſs, and his End to be with- 

out Honour, (V. 4.) 

Therefore pews I we erred from the Way of Truth, 4 the 
Light of Righteouſneſs hath not ſhined unto us, and the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs roſe not upon us. (V. 6.) 

Ve have run greedily after Gain, and wearied our ſelves i in 
the Way of Wickedneſs and DeſtruBien. (Jud. 11. Wild. 5.7.) 

Yea, we have gone thro) Deſarts where there s no May: But 
as for the Way of the Lord, we have not known it, (V. 7 

What hath Pride profited us ; or what good hath Riche, with 
our Vaunting brought us? (V. 8.) 


All thoſe things are paſſed away like 4 2 and as 4 
Poſi that heſted by 5 (V. 9 


And 
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Ind a Ship that paſſeth over the Waves of the Water, 
which when it is gone by, the Trace thereof cannot be found, 
neither the Path-way of the Keel in the Waves, (V. 10.) 


r 


— 
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D RAT ER I 


\ Lord, conſider the Malice of the Proud, and remember 

how they bear a tyrannous Hate againſt me; Coll. for zd. Sun: 

and in all my Dangers and Neceſſities ter Epiphany, 

frerch forth thy right Hand to help and defend me, thro? 
ſelus Chriſt my Lord. Amen, 


PRATER II. 


0 Almighty God, King of all Kings, and Governor of 
all things, whoſe Power no Creature is 5 

able to reſiſt, ro whom it belongeth juſtly to 7 in time 
puniſh Sinners, and to be merciful to hem 

that truly repent: Save and deliver me, I humbly beſecch 
thee, from the Hands of my Enemies; abate their Pride, 
aſſwage their Malice, and confound their Devices; that ], 
being armed with thy Defence, may be preſerved e ver- 
more from all Perils, to glorifie thee, who art the only Giv- 
er of all Victory, rhro' the Merits of thy only Son Jeſus 


Chriſt my Lord. Amen, 


CHAP. 


E23 
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e REL AZAHD — TRE 
” CHAP. IX. 

Of Reſignation to the Will of God. 


i 8 A: > -- 3s 18. 
melt 5 the Lord, let him do what ſremerh bim good, 


MEDITATION. 


5 HEN I barely confider how I lie at the Sore. 
= reign Pleaſure of my God; and how the Laws 
| of Creation have thrown me at the ſole Diſpo- 
ſal of my Creator; I have no reaſon to murmur or repine 
ar whatever Circumſtances and Station I ſhall happen to be 
rs 8 
But when [ farther ſatisfie my ſelf by Reaſon and Rel. 
gion, that Infinite Wiſdom will not puniſh me without a 
juſtiſiable Cauſe, nor Infinite Mercy without a kind Intention 
of deing me good; it is a corroborating Argument towards 
the enforcing of my Submiſſion and Obedience; and 
makes my Duty as a Creature, commence my Happiness 
as a Chriſtian. 
Ignorance and Stupidit) are apt to be noiſie and clamo- 
rous; and ſome opinionative and pragmatical Fellows may 


think that they can give better Rules for the Government 


of the World, than what are already preſcribed ; and out 
of a Principle of Self-Love and Pride, fanſie, their own 
Perſons and Affairs ſhould be more diſtin&ly conſider d in 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtice: But ir is not the Part of a 
Wiſe and an Honeſt Man, to ſtand expoſtulating the Caſe 


with Providence, or to enter Proteſtations againſt the Pro- 


ceedings of Heaven, For ſince God righteouſly and juſtly 
| governs 
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overns the World, all Appeals from his Decrees and De- 
terminations, are Impeachments of our Judge, and by con- 
ſequence provoke and exaſperate his Divine Majeſty, and 
remove the Suit of the Complainanr, from, the Throne of 
Mercy, to the Bar of Vengeance. 

Thus the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe; Complaints, 
jnſtead of Redreſſing, augment our Grievances; and the 
| Strength that was deſign'd ro unty the Knor, does but draw 
it the harder together. Every Struggle ſinks us deeper in 
| the Mire ; and for want of ſolid Footing, our own Weight 
will drown us at the laſt, Complaining 1s like the Flutterin 
of a Bird in a Net; the more ſhe flaps her Wings, the 
more ſhe 1s entangled, and rhe ſooner ſhe becomes a Prey to 
the Fowler, whom ſhe endeavours to eſcape. 


Patience is one of the Characteriſticks of our Religion; 


one of the Glories and Perfections of Chriſtianity ; and 


the greater Share I have of that Virrue, the nearer I ap. 
proach to the Example of my Saviour. It keeps my Soul 


in a calm and eaſie Poſture, and alleviates thoſe Troubles 
which it cannot wholly remove. What, tho' my Yoke firs 
ſomewhar uneaſie upon me 2 The Toſſing and Struggling 
againſt it will nor leſſen my Pain, but make it chafe and 
gall my Neck the more. When once my Spirits are on the 
Fret, every little Motion keeps on the Ferment; but give 
Time and Leiſure, and they will quickly ſettle; the leaſc 


Degree of Reſt will tend towards compoting the Tumult, 


and bringing the diſtrub'd Parts to Harmony and Apree- 
ma | 
Why then ſnhould I make my ſelf uneaſie for what I can- 
not remedy 2 Why ſhould my Heart fret againſt 
the Lord, when it is my own Fooliſhneſs that 
perverteth my Mays. Murmuring and Diſcontent are the 
Qualities of Hell ; and every time I queſtion the Proceed- 
ings of the Almighty, I league my ſelf with Devils and 
Furies; am in a State of Uſurpation upon Providence, and 
in actual Rebellion againſt Heaven. | 

My Bufinels is, to learn Submiſſion and Acquieſcence in 
every State of Life, and with Faithfulneſs to act that Part 
upon the Theatre of the World, which the Governour of 
all has allotted me. If I am poor and diſtreſs'd, J mutt 


Prov. 19. 35 


bleſs the Righteous Hand of Providence, when it rakes 4. 


way, as well as when it gives, © It my Wife or my 
| G | Child 
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« Child die; I have returned them to the Owner: If m 
« Eſtate be taken from me, this too is paid back to the N Whi 
« Giver “. For I know, God to be the ſole Proprietor of 
the Univerſe, and that he may by the Laws of abſolute 1 
_ Sovereignty, fix the Terms of every Man's Tenure, ang Fro. 
diſpole of his own under what ſecrer Relerves and Limits. (Th 
tions he pleaſes. Why then ſhould Irepine at his Proceed. Am 
ings, when his Fuſtice reſumes what his Mercy lent me? 
Why ſhould I complain of an Injury, when I am obligd 
only to Reſtitution ? Or lament the Hardneſs of my own 
Fate, when my Circumſtances, for the generality, are on 
the Level with the reſt of my Neighbours, and L : am ure, 
always far greater than my own Deſerts d 


P O E M. 


Mbitious Man, preſuming to be wiſe, 
Not on his God, but on Himſelf relies: 

fad thinks his dim and feeble Eyes can lee. 
Thro' the dark Windings of Futurity. 
Hence ſpring the pompous Schemes, and various Traius 
Of deep- laid Projects, which employ his Brains. 
Hence buſie Thoughts in reſtleſs Hear debate 
The Fall of Empires, and the Pow's of Fate. 


But all theſe great Pretences are in vain, 
The Labour's Folly, and the Fruit is Pain. 
The various Management of ev'ry Scene, | 
The Springs and Wheels, which turns this great — 
Are mov'd and guided by an Hand unſeen. 
"Tis Providence which governs here below, 
And as tht Almighty dictates, Favours will beſtow, 
Within his ſingle Pow'r he keeps the Reins ; 
Now gives a Looſe, and now again reftrains. 


ha od — 


Epictetus, ch. 15. 


Per- 
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perhaps, with Plenty he may ſurfeir Thee, 
— I am groaning under Poverty. | 


The coſtly Dainries, to oblige my Lord, 
from ev'ry Quarter may be ferch'd ; whilkt 1. 
(The poor Poſſeſſor of an homely Board LF 
Am fill a Stran ger to Variety. 


4 r IV 
— Sewn. = 1 


| A Palace or a Court may be thy Lot, 
Will I, by all am ſcorn d, by all forg oh” 
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A ſprightly Mirth may grace thy n num'rous Years, 
| While my poor Morning-Sun muſt ſet in Tears. 
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Vigour and Health may ſafely Thee convey 
| From the firſt Dawn, unto the Cloſe of Day; 
And Happy Theu no more Diſeaſes have, 
Than thoſe which lay thee gently in the Grave: 
| Bur whilſt T dreg about this Houſe of Clay, 
(To all diſaſters a continual Prey :) 

Jo pining Sickneſs, I may be contin, 

(A crazy Body, and a troubl'd Mind 5 

My lingring Years may mournfully paſs on, 

With gnawing Gouts, and the dennerle Stone. 
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Fer why ſhould J, in fruicleſs Sighs complain ? 
Why chafe the Wound, when I can't eaſe the Pain? 


Whar, tho? the Pow'r and Av'rice of the Great, 
Devour my Subſtance, and conſpire my Fare? 
Tho' Spire For Matice ſhould attack my Fame, 
And to advance their own, depreſs my Name; 
There's a juſt God, Who knows my Innocence, 
And will acquit me from the Black Offence. 


| Revengeful Plagues by Righteous Heav'n ſent, 
Could make oppreſſing Pharach's Heart relent; 
And Canaan's Milk and Honey could reſtore 
Strength to thoſe Limbs #2 yptian Ferrers tore: 
And who can tell what God can ſtill diſpence, 
in the ſurprizing Rounds of Providence ? 


How 
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How the myſterious heel may turn in time, 
And the young Hebrew's Fortune may be mine? 


So the bright Sun his Face will ſometime ſhroud 
In the dark Coverts of a low'ring Cloud ; 
Bur when his piercing Beams have forc'd their way, 
A double Luſtre crowns the ſmiling Day. 


a 


In” — —____ — _——— 


+: HFMN Lk 


N Aked came I out of my Mother's Womb, and naked ſpal 
I return thither, (Job. 1. 21.) TS 

My Birth and my Death ſhall be both of a-piece ; and 
all my Life is at the Mercy of Providence. 

No Force in Human Nature can lay a Reſtraint upon 
God; neither can worldly Policy or Intereſt warp the 
Determinations of Heaven.  _ ESD 

The Government of the Creation is no part of my Pro. 
vince ; and the proportioning of Rewards and Puniſh. 


ment is the Prerogarive only of Omnipotence. 
I may mend my ſelf, but not the Univerſe ; and my oun 


Ways, but not the Almighty's, ſhould be the Subject of my 
Reprehenſion. 35 e 

Shall mortal Man be more juſt than God? Shall a Man be 
more pure than his Maker ? (Job 4-17.) . 
Bebold, he putteth no truſt in his Servants, and his Angeli 


| be chargeth with Faly, (V. 18) 


How much leſs in them that dwell in Houſes of Clay, whoſe 
Foundation is in the Duſt, which are cruſhed before the Moth ? 
(V. 19.) | 


And yer theſe are the Creatures that would dictate to 


their Sovereign, and advance new Schemes for his Go- 
vernment of the World, OD 

| Theſe are the Vain Men, who would be wiſe ! the Preſum. 
pruous Morrals, who would inform Omnilcience, 


Pal, 
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Foy my Soul, come not thou into their Aſſembly ; to their 
plaſphemous Arrempts, mine Honour, be thou never united. 
Gen. 49. 6.) 
| Lord! reach me Humility and Acquieſcence, and ler 
me not pranks my ſelf in great Matters, whieß are too high 
| for me. (Pl. 131. 2.) 

Keep my Soul as a weaned Child ; and let my Hopes and 
kxpectations center intirely in thy Goodneſs. TY. 3 ) 


HYMN II. 


17 70 unto him that is wiſe in his own conceit : No unto him 
| that ſtriveth with his Maker. (Rom. 12. 16. 11a.45.9.) 
| Wo unto him that ſayeth to his Father, Nhat begetteſt thou? 
or to the Niuman, What haſt thou brought forth? (V. 10.) 
| The Bones in the Naomb are formed by God; and rhe 
| Circumſtances of our enſuing Life are rhe Appointment of 
| | Providence. 5 
Fortune, in ſtrictneſs of Speech, is an empty Name, and 
Chance ha th no Juriſdiction upon Earth. 
All things are ordered by a mature Wiſdom, and all chings 
are directed by a ſteady Hand. | 
| Riches and Honour are the Bounty of Heaven ; TEA? 
ty and Diſgrace proceed from the ſame Quarter. 
Both are to be received with an equal Mind; Both to 
be improv'd to the Advantage of the Soul. 
The Faith of rational Creatures is to be manifeſted by 
bubmiſſion; and their Expectation of Bliſs 1 15 s founded upon 
| Patience and Acquieſcence. 
Happy therefore is he that i is cont ented with bis Lot, and 
can be thankful, as well as patient, under Adverſity. | 
| Omnipotence will allow of no Conteſts, nor Inſinite Ju- 
ſtice of Remonſtrances and Proteſtations. 
| To whom, O vain Creature ! wilt thon make Appeals, 
| when thy Supreme Fudge has determined againſt chee n 
Call now, if there be any will anſwer thee? And to what 
Potentate wile thou turn thy ſelf? (Job 5. 1.) a 
Ikchere is no Juſtice in Heaven, haw canſt thou expect ir | 
en Earth, or ſue for it in Temporal Court: ? 
If a God, a Father and a Redeemer, cannot pleaſe thee, bow 
wilt thou ſtand by the Verdict of ſiafal and prejudic d Man? 
D PRATER 
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PRATER I. 


IVE me Grace, O Lord, to live in Submiſſion and O. 
hedience to all thy Righteous Commands; and whe. | 
ther it be thy Heavenly Pleaſure, that J ſhall be exalted or 
debaſed, abound or ſuffer Need; let not my Promotion 
adminiſter to my Pride, nor my Poverty vent it ſelf in Com. | 
plaints and Murmurings againſt thy unſearchable Dilpen. 0 
lations. Amen. 5 | l 


P RAT ER I: 


ORD! I know not how to pray, unleſs J am inſtructed 
by Thee; nor dare I perition for any things, but in 
ſubordination to thy Wiſdom. Therefore, not my Will, but 
Thine be done: For my Will may ſollicit for what will 
prove prejudicial here, and deſtructive hereafter: Bu 
Thine will confer upon me the Conveniences of a Tem. 
poral Life, and crown me with the future Joys of Immor. 
ality. Amen. 1 e 


The End of the FIRST PART: - 
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Entertainment for the Tyuanxrurs. 

5 Confiſting of 
Meditations, Poems, Hymns, 
and Prayers, 


1 UPON. 
| The Love of GOD, the Dj onity of Hu- 


man Nature, the Beriefies of Chriſtianity, and 
the Happineſs of a Future State. 
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| By THO. C 0 NE Z, P. D. 888 of Wells; 
| Vicar of Over-Stowey, and Rector of Chedzoy 
in Somerſetſh ire. 
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F Now omnium n eff Deo accepta Benedifio, neque ſe promiſcuus putet 
placere poſſe: Soli iſtud comperit Dei Servo; non peccas Servo, 
non ſeculi Servo. Dir. Hil. in Pf. 
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e E Second Part of the Dx v OUT 
[2 sor, Which is here preſented to 
0 BE the Reader, in conjunction with the 
2 Hr, was originally deſign'd to 

© 205 Vs IF make a Diſtintt Volume, and to lye 
dormant in my Cuſtody, till I ſaw 
= pen oh its Elder Brother met with in the 
World. But the Bookſellers in Town (to whom I 
communicated the Copy) having a different Notion 
of Printing from my ſelf, were willing to publiſh both 
Parts together, and to incorporate T: wo Diſtinct 


Treatiſes into One Volume. 


This Determination of theirs puts me under a 
neceſſity of making a ſhort Apology for the Contra- 
riety of Subjects contain'd in theſe Sheets, and a 
ſeeming Inconſiſtency in managing and enforcing the 
Arguments in the ſeveral Chapters of this united 
Work. For I am very ſenſible, that it may be ob- 
jected, 


Part II. 84 5 Thar, 


iv The PREFACE. 


« That the Penitent in the 2 rſt Part, is dire. 
&ed to contemn that Morid, which he is taught 
© to be Thankful for in the Second; and to dif. 

card thoſe Earthly Enjoyments, as Provocatives 
of Luſts, and Inſtruments of Temptation, which 


he afterwards applauds, as the Comforts of Life, 
and the Gratuities of Providence. 


To obviate this Objection, I would beg leave to 
offer the following Conſiderations: 


1. That in this mixt State of Temporal Suffer. 
ings and Enjoyments, it has never been thought im- 
proper to joyn Humiliation and Thankſgiving to- 
gether, and to recommend the Performance of both 
in the different Offices of One continu'd Firm of 
Prayer. This is the Daily Practice of our own 
Church in her Morning and Evening - Services, 
And in conformity to her Example, I have, in the 
Firſt Part of this Undertaking, introduc'd a Peyi- 
tent labouring under Guilt and Convidtion, and 
entring his Proteitations againſt all thoſe ſenſual 
Delights, which unhappily enſnar'd, and are ftill 
likely to detain them in Bondage and Miſery : But 
in the Second, 1 look upon the Storm as blown o— 
ver, and that the Man has his Intervals of Eaſe 
and Refreſhment in the Calm and Sun-ſhine of Pro- 
vidence; and may now fafcly taſte that Food, which 


would have been Poiſon and Death to him in his 
former Diſorders. 
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2dly, I would beg leave to obſerve, that altho I 
have connected the ſeveral Parts of this Book into 
a general Sytem, and made the Soul proceed gra- 
dually in her Devotions, from one Subject to ano- 
ther; yet I never deſign'd, that every Medita- 
in ſhould be ſuitable to the Circumſtances of eve- 
ry individual Perſon. For all things are not 
profitable for all Men, neither hath 
every Soul pleaſure in every thing. | 
| There is as much difference in the Minds as there 

is in the Bodies of Men; and as one Garment will 
| not ſuit every Stature, nor one Medicine cure all 
| Diſeaſes ; ſo the ſame moral Rules and Preſcripti- 
| ons will not exactly hit with the various Tempers of 
ſeveral Perſons. An Author, in general, is to ex- 
| poſe Vice, and inſtil Virtue; But when a ſtrict and 
| particular Application is to be ſet home to the 
| Conſcience, the Reader muſt, in great meaſure be 
E left to his own Diſcretion, to chuſe out thoſe Paſ- 
| ages which are adapted to his own Condition, and 
to judge with himſelf what Part it is proper for him 
to act. 


Ecclus. 37.28. 


| 3dly, I would willingly add to the foregoing 
F Conſideration, That the fame Man may in the 
F courſe of a few Years, ſuſtain different Relations, 
and appear in the World under diverſity of Chara- 
F ters. As he has not always the ſame Flow of 
| Fortune, nor the fame Paſſions and Inclinations in 
| the ſeveral Ages of his Life ; fo he muſt be ap- 
ply d to in different Methods, and his Nature 
| muſt be wrought upon by Variety of Argu- 
ments, 5 


Part II. | A 4 4thiy, 


The PREFACE. 


465%, J hope, a Candid Reader will not inter. 
pret my Meditations in Contempt of the World, ag 
oppoſite to Thoſe in Praiſe of the Enjoyments f 
it; when he muſt find, by comparing both toge- 
ther, that I never deſign'd any more by the Former, 
than to repreſent the Inſufficiency of Worldly 
Things for the Completion of our Happineſs, and 
to expoſe the Emptineſs and Inſatisfaction of our 
moſt gaudy Enjoyments, in compariſon of the. more 
refin'd Pleaſures of a Celeitial State. For the 
ſhort Decifion of this Controverſie, is, that the 
World is ſo far to be deſpiſed, as it pretends to 
Perfection and Happineſs, and would vie with Fu- 
turity : - But the Enjoyments of it are fo far to be | 
valued, as they are the Gifts of Providence for the 

comfortable Supports of Life, and may be prudent- 
ly manag'd to conduce to the Fruition of {n;ortal 
Glory. | 


Thoſe are the Farticulars, which J thought fit 
to ſuggeſt, in anſwer to a probable Objection, that 
the Reader might not be ſhock'd at the feenvung 
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J have but One Favour more to beg at Parting; 


which is, That no Critic would be too Cenforious 
and Satyrical upon the Poetical Part of this 
Work: ; but would pais by the Rudeneſs of a H. 
Viſit, from a Perſon who never deſigns co obtruas 
upon him with a Second. I know, that Gay. and 
Youthly Studies are not ſuitable to the Declenſion 


OF . 


The PREFACE. vii 
of Axe and I have for ſome time reſolv'd upon 


Remainder of a ſickly Life to other Employments. 
With this Reſolution, I ſhall haſten to the Con- 
clufion of my preſent PREYA CE, only craving li- 
berty to detain the Reader with the Beginning and 
Ending of a Copy of Verſes (written formerly up- 
on a different Occaſion) and not thinking it ma- 
terial to trouble him with what is become of the 


Middle of them. 


As Age increaſes, and my Strength decays, 
I quit the Labours of my Youthful Days. 
My Feeble Arms can't rein th unruly Horſe, 
Nor chaſe the Tow ring Muſe's boundleſs Courſe. 
Smetimes in Metaphor my Thoughts I laſe; 
Then grovling ſink into degrading Profle. 
Imention flags, and Fancy bangs her Head; 
(No more a Lover of th Aonian Maid.) 
From Grave to Dull, I feel my ſelf decay 'd. 
„ 4 * n n ⏑ . n D 
„ W R 4+. #4 U 
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Of PRAISE and THANKS GIVING. 


CHAP. I 
Of Gratitude to God. 


| PSAL 103. 2. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all his Benefits. 
MEDITATION. 


| RISE, ariſe, O my Soul, and baniſh all Drowſi- 
neſs and Stupidity from thy Thoughts. Put on 
/ \ thy unuſual Airs of Pleaſantneſs, and appear in 
all the Yourhſul Gayeties, which the Solemnity 
of a Feſtival demands. Let no Melancholy or Soureneſs 
remain about thy Spirits, nor any Clouds or Darkneſs 
| diſcom- 


3 The Devout Soul. Book 1. ch. 


diſcompoſe thy Countenance. Let Contentment and da. thou 
tisfaction ſparkle in thine Eyes, and a conſtant Strain of unto 
Mirth and Jollity diſplay it ſelf in thy Words and Ge. dne 
pl. 68. 13. ſture. Thou haſt lien long enough among tbe mad 
Pot ſheards of the Earth, and eaten Aſhes fu Deti 
Bread, and mingled thy Drink with Weeping : But upon tho t0 t 
Alterations of thy Circumſtances, thou ſhouldſt plume 4 Gain 
pt. 102. 9. Silver-Wings like a Dove, and ſtretch forth th a PC 
Feathers with yellow Gold. Sublimer Themes Cre 
call for more ſprightly Exerciſes ; and the Seaſons of Joy G 
demand thy Appearance in a different Poſture © For thou z0 - 
art now eniring upon the folemn Feſtivities, upon the non 
grand Commemorations of Chriſtians, where God h * 
ia, Er. 3. Appointed to give Beauty for Aſhes, the Oil of " 
Foy for Mourning, and the Garment of Praiſe fm 
the Spirit of Heavineſs. | Wo | Fo 
Then praiſe the Lord, O my Soul : For it becometh the Juſt Cal 
to be thankful. Praiſe the Lord, © my Soul: For it becometh Ju, 
the Thankful ro be merry. Call in the Aſſiſtance of Muir on 
and Poetry; and by the Harmony of Sound, and the Lofti. al 
neſs of Numbers, magnifie the wonderful Works of thy -% 
Almighty Benefactor. A fighing Heart and a dejected fo 
Counrenance, are agreeable enough to the Days of Pe- A 
nance and Humiliation 2 Bur Tears at a Wedding, and . 
Abſtinence on a Feſtival, is a Breach of Order, and a * 
Blending of the Nature of Things. Shew your ſelves rhere- | 
fore, joyful in the Lord, all ye Lands: Sing ye merrily unto , 
God our Strength, and make a chearful Noiſe unto the God of g 
Jacob. Bring hither the Tabret, the merry Harp, the Cornet, pF 
Pl. 81. 12, and the Lute. Blow up the Trumpet in the New ] x 
3. Moon, and take the Pſalm of Thanks-giving in the ] i 
Pl. 98. 5,6, time appointed, and upon your ſolemn Feaſt- ds. 
1 Let the whole Univerle join in the Chorus, and i 

jo L 

Things inanimate magnifie their Creator. Let the Floods S 
1 


clap their hands, and let the Hills be joyful together before the 
Lord: Let the Sea make a noiſe, and all that therein is; the 
round World, and they that dwell therein. | 
Bur, perhaps, O my Soul, in the. midſt of this exta- 
tic Mirth, ſome fecrer Damp may over-ſpread thy 
Thoughts, and a Senſe of thy own Unworthinefs, may 
tarniſh the Triumphs of this Day of Jubilee, Perbaps 


thon 


ch. I. U Gratitude to God. 3 
chou mayſt cry out with the Pſalmiſt, Nhat Reward can I give 
unto the Lord, for all the Benefits that he hath 
lone unto me? What ſuitable Return can be 
made for that infinite Variety of Bleſſings, which exceed my 
Deſires, and prevent my very Petitions ? Is it any Pleaſure 
90 the Almighty, that I am thankful ? Or is it g 
Gain to him that I make my Ways perfect? Can 
a poor helpleſs Man be profitable to God, or a dependent 
Creature oblige an all-ſufficient Creator? _ 
God forbid ! My Goodneſs, O Lord, extendeth not un- 
10 Thee, nor are my Thanks any Compenſa- +, 16. 2. 
tion for thy Favours. I muſt always acknow-  * * 
ledge my Dependence, and thy Supremacy z my Indigence, 
and thy Riches. Pr Ju; 
Bur yet even in this reſpect, O my Soul, Thou haſt no 
foundation for Miſtruſt or Deſpondence. For tho' thou 
canſt not tranſact with thy God upon the Terms of tric. 
Juſtice, yet thou mayſt upon the more favourable Conditi- 
ons of Mercy and Condeſcenſion. The Debt may be great, 
and thy Pocket defective: Vet Thanks is in thy Power, 
and Praiſe is a current Payment. To render an Equivalent 
for the Divine Favours, is impoſſible; but to make an 
Acknowledgment is very eaſie: And it is not ſo much 
what 1s ſtrictly due, as what God will accept of, which ought 
to be the Subject of our Enquiry. | 
Then act, O my Soul, with Candor and Ingenuity 
| upon this important Duty of Praiſe and Gratitude ; and 
let the Number and Quality of Obligations provoke thee 
| to the Small, bur Sincere Requital, of Thanks. My Hearr 


Pſ, 116. 11. 


Job 22. 2, 3? 


may be inflam'd, and my Tongue ſpeak 3; my Affections 


may be rais'd, and my Lips may declare their Sentimenrs; 
my Meditations may be fix d upon the various Bleflings of 
Providence; and the Breath which the Almighty has giv- 
en, may be employ'd in celebrating the Beneficence of 
{ the Donor, Thanks-giving j pleaſant, and Praiſe 
is comely: Nature inſtructs me in the Duty, 

and Experience demonſtrates the Advantage of it. The 
E Bleſſings which I enjoy, are holden upon this condition, 
| thar I conſtantly commemorate the Goodneſs of my Be- 
| nefactor ; and if I be deficient in my Acknowledgments, 
I not only rob my ſelf of Preſent, but cut off the Hopes of 
Future Favours, and run the riſque of my Eternal, as well as 
Tem- 


Pſ. 147. 1. 


8 


4 The Devout Soul. Book J. 

Tempora! Happineſs: For the Soul may be ſtarv'd by In. 

gratitade, as well as the Body; and nor only Food may be 

deny'd to a craving Appetite, and Rayment to a naked 

Back; Bur the Sandtifications of rhe Spirit, and the Com- 

mimications of Grace; the Proſpect of Life, and the Inhe. 
ritance of Glory, may be with-hoiden from an unthankful 

Mind. | | 


— — ä 
ä 


% 
3 I. 
O Curft Ingraitude! 8 
Thou Firſt-born Child of Hell, | 
And the moſt frightful of the monſtrous Brood! 
By Thee, thy Siſter-Furies are endu'd 
Wich their deſtructive Qualitites: _ 
Horror and Diſcord with Thee dwell, 
And Veng'ance draws from Thee Supplies: 
By Thee inſpir'd, Rebellious Pride + 
Erects her haughty Creſt; _ 
Sly Malice her clandeſtine Holes forſakes ; 
Murder and Theft the Laws deride ; 


And meager Envy takes 5 
Fer hiſſing Snakes from thy envenom'd Breaſt. 


| . 
By thy Perſuaſions haught) Lucifer 8 
Within Heav'n's Walls commenc'd an impious War. 
Twas Thou, Thou mad'ſt him firſt rebel, 
And haſt rewarded his Revolt with Hell: 
There doom'd by an irrevocable Fate, 
His curſed Empire he maintains, 
And over Knaves and Villains reigns : 
And Thou, Ingratitude ! 
(Who haſt the Rebels Party ſtill purſu'd,) 
Art his Prime Miniſter of State. 


iu. 


ch. I. Of Ingratitude 70 God, 5 


III. 


Thou: early Footing gain'ſt on Earth, 
And all Diſaſters owe to thee their Birth. 
Thou didſt the State of Innocence invade, 

And in ſweet Eden's bleſs'd Abode, 

The Author of our Race perſuade, 
Thar by Rebellion he ſhould be a God, 


IV. 


Thou ſtill continu'ſt with thy dire Alarms; 
To ſer th unruly World in Arms; 
Rapine and Death to propagate, 

And Nature's ſtricteſt Ties to violate. 

O Heavn's! There's nor a fingle Crime 
Recorded by the Hand of Time, 

Which Pride or Envy did tranſact ; j 

No vile Attempt was ever made, 
Unleſs conducted by thy Aid. 

Thy working and prolific Mind 

Did firſt project the black Deſign ; 
Thy pois nous Breath ſtill fann'd the Fire, 

And with repeated Vigour did inſpire _ 

The faultring Agents, and applaud the Fact. 


V. 


| Headed by Thee, the Pagan States combin'd ; 

And Fudas with the Jews and Devils joyn 'd ; 

| And for a little glitt' ring Earth, 

| Baſely betray'd th' incarnate God, 

And ſacrific'd the Lord of Life to Death. 

Puſud on by Thee, Ambitious Abſalom 

| Kind Nature's Dictates diſobey d, 

And thro' the Streams of his old Father's Blocd 

| (When He too long the Empire {way'd,) 
Artemprs the March to Salem's Throne, 


VI. 


O curs'd inexorable Fiend ! 
Whom no obliging Arts can move, 
No Condeſcenſion win! 
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Thee, the moſt cruel Savage Beaſt, C 

The Tyger, Bear, and Lioneſs deteſt: 

i Their native Roughneſs they lay by, Te 
And awkarly expreſs their Love Le 

To the kind Keepers, who their Wants ſupply. 

VII. f 

Behold how Things inanimate, Bi 

By Nature's ſecret Inſtinct mov'd, _ Ar 


(As if evn they could love or hate?) 
Expreſs Abhorrence of Ingratitude. 
The wide Creation's boundleſs Courle 
Grateful Returns pays to the Source, 
(The Eternal Source of all its Bliſs 3) 
From whence its Being it deriv'd, 
And all its acting Faculties receiv d. 
The Waters of the Great Abyſs, 
Hy ſubterranean Conduits led, 
The Drought of Springs and Fountains to ſupply; 
With an obliging Speed, | 
Their Tributary Streams repay, 
Into the Boſom of their Mother-Sea, 
Voapours attracted by the Sun, 
In kind refreſhing Show's return 
Upon the parched Face of Earth, 
To forward jab ring Nature's Birth. 


VIII. 


How then can Man, oblig'd the moſt, 

His Benefactor moſt abuſe? e 

How can infirm Dependence boaſt 

Her Strength againſt Omnipotence? 

How can aſpiring Inlolence 
A render Father and a God accuſe, 
And the repeated Grants of gen'rous Love miſ-uſe ? 


. IX. 
Do thou, my Soul, th' ungrateful Brood 
Of ſavage Men defie; 
Dare ſolely to be good. 
Solely t approach the Deity, 
In ſpice of the confed rate Multitude. 


Ch. I. Of Gratitude to God. 7 
Go, ſummon all thy Faculties 
To join the Chorus in thy Maker's Praiſe. 
Let grateful Hymns, like curling Incence riſe, 
And nothing damp their boundleſs Flights 
Ler Ecchoing Ecchoing Anthems reach 
Th' Em yreal Heav'n's utmoſt Height: 
Bid ev'ry Paſſion be upon the ſtretch, 
And in the loft'eſt Strains its Zeal expreſs :\ 
For GOD's the Subject of our Lays; 
And there can never, never be Excels, 
| Never be Flatt' ry. in our Maker's Praiſe, 


— 


— 8 


HTAMN. I 
[ Will alwoys give thenks unto the Lord : His Praiſe ſpat be 
ever in my Mouth, (Pl. 34. 1.) 
| Iwil give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the People: 1 
| will ſing Praiſes unto thee among the Nations. (PL. 108.3.) 
For all the inhabitable World partakes of thy Boun- 
ij, and every Language ſhould proclaim their Grati- 
E tude. 
| Thy Mercy, O O Lord, reacheth unto the Heavens, and thy 
| Faithfulneſs unto the Clouds, .. J 
| Thy Righteouſneſs ſtandeth like the ſtrong Mountains, and 
| thy Kindneſs is as inexhauſtible as the great Deep. (V. 6.) 
| Thou art good to all, and thy tender Mercies are over all thy | 
More. (Pl. 145. 9.) 
© The Soul hangeth upon thee, and thy right Hand bath uphol- 
© den her. (Pl. 63.9.) 

E Thy Loving-kindneſs is better than Life it ſelf, and thy Fa- 
E rour extendeth to Eternity. (E/ 63. 4.) 

0]! Confider this, ye that forge: Ged; and live no longer 
in Ignorance and Stupidity. 

| Come hither, and behold tbe Works of God; how won derful he 
is in his Doings towards the Children of 7 pat (Of . 66.4) 

E O! taſte, and ſee how pracious the Lord is, and ter Expe- 
| tience rebuke your Ingratitude. (Pf. 34. 8.) 


jd 
2 
— 
= 4 
AR 


q; | 6 
part Th 


— oo. - 
— * 8 


1 «x —_— . = 
— CE a 2 3 1 — - 


dF oe oo _ 
« 322 — 4 — 
— 


— 


* 2 _ — 
—_—_—_ 
— xt I & N 
—. ˙ . —— — — 
— ͤ —— — 
— IDS 


2 2 
2 = 


— —_— — r. 
—— Le: 


1 — N = _ _— 
\ l Y LI > 
_ l [2 2 7 s Fa * E £4 * o o "Fx? > = 2 . 
== ho Sx 's = 8 £ . — 
= = 4 ; N reer 
— 2 = — — — — 2 2 — = 3 «= — 

> — - _—— r _— * - = — — on 

— 2 _ © 


— N 
IS EE IST 2: WS, — — 
— — 


are yet unborn; (Pl. 78. 6.⁊Z2—3 


N 2 "Po. * ” * 2 * 13 r * N ” 4 . * 
* 4 4 4 7 I * 2 * "897 8 8 {Bac N * 
* Y * . 3 * . 7 N 
” * 8 : * a 


8 | The Dewvout So 3 ; Book J. 


Then ſhall ye praiſe the Lord with me, and we ſhall magniſie 
bis Name together. (V. 3.) FFT An. | 


Our Souls ſhall be ſatisfied, even as it were with Marrow an} 


Fatneſi, when our Mouths praiſe him with joyful Lips. (Pſ.6 3.60 


HT MN II. 


A HEN you glorifie the Lord, exalt him as much az ou 


can: For even yet will he far exceed. (Ecclus. 43, zo. 
And when you exalt him, put forth all your Strength, and be 


not weary : For you can never go far enough. (Ibid.) 


Every Day brings Variety of Bleſſings, and every Night 


ſhould be the Subject of Gratitude. | 


For the gracious Lord hath ſo done his marvellous Works, that 
they ought to be had in perperual remembrance. (Pf, 111.4 


O God, we have heard with our Ears, and our Fathers hane 


declared unto us, | 
The Noble Works that thou didſt in their Days, and in thy 
old time before them. | | | 58 80 

And we ſhould not hide them from the Children to come: But 
ſhew the Honour of the Lord, his mighty and wonderful Wark 
that he hath done. (Pl. 78 4.) e | 

For one Generation ſhould praiſe thy Deeds unto another, and 
declare thy Power; (Pl. 145. 4.) 

That their Poſterity might know it, and the Children which 
To the intent, that when they come up, they might ſhew thei 
Children the ſame: (V. 7.) 1 | | 

That they might put their truſt in God, and not forget the 
Works of God, bat keep his Commandments, (V. 8.) 

O, therefore bring the Tribute of your Praiſes to his 
Altars, and let the Memorial of bis abundant Kindneſs be ſhen. 
ed among ſt Men. (PI. 145, 7.) | 


Alleluia, Salvation, and Glory, and Honour, and Power, be a- 


ſcribed A the Lord our God: (Revel. LES | 
For the Lord Grd Cmni potent reigneth; and true and rig\- 
teous are ail ns udgments. (C. C. 2.) 


PRAYER 


Ch 


ö ee BY r 


ch. I Of Gratitude to Gd. 9 


Father of Mercies, and God of Love, who makeſt thy 

Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and ſendeſt Rain 
on the Fuſt and on the Unjuſt; | confeſs my ſelf to be of the 
Number of thoſe, who have plentifully receiv'd, and fcan- 
dalouſly abus'd, thy Gracious Favours: Bur I entrear thee 
not ro impute to me my former Ingratitude, nor to ſuffer 
my Diſobedience to defeat the Deſign of thy good Provi- 
dence. © Continue to bleſs me amongſt thy Faithful Ser- 
vants, and by the Repetition of thy Favours ro mollifie 


my Heart, and by the Merits of thy Son to fave my Soul. 
Amen. ww. | | | 


" PRATER UL 


[ Return thee my unfeigned Thanks, O Beneficent God, 
1 for thy Goodneſs and Loving-kindneſs to me % 92 
and to all Men: And, I beſeech thee to gi re 
me ſuch a due Senſe of all thy Mercies, that I may ſhew 
forth thy Praiſe, not only with my Lips, but in my Life, 
| by giving up my ſelf to thy Service, and by walking be- 
| fore thee in Holineſs and Righreouſnels all my Days, thro? 
| jeſus Chriſt my Lord: To whom, with Thee, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour, and Glory, World without 
| End, Amen. „ 7 
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Of Public Worſhip, 


ſO IR . — 


HE B R. 10. 23. 


Not for ſaking the Aſſembling of your ſelves together, as the 
55 manner of ſome i8.---- 


MEDITATION. 


F OST of the Misfortunes of this World are owing 

WW ro the Contempr of Religion, and the Neglect 

of Public Worſhip. The Statelineſs of our own 

Houſes demonſtrates the Pride of the Inhabitanrs ; and 

the ruinous Condition of our Parochial Churches proves the 
Luke-warmneſs and Avarice of Chriſtians, . 


Delifia majorum immerito lues, 
Romane, donec templa refeceris, 

HKdeſque labentes Deorum, & 
 Fada nigro fimulera fumo. 


Horar. Carm. lib. 3. Od, 6. 


Till thou the mouldring Temple's Walls repair, 
And mak'ſt Religion, and the Gods thy Care, 
Expect revengeful Plagues around thee ſpread, 
And all thy Father's Guilt deſcending on thy Head. 


O my Soul, caſt thou thy Mite into the Treaſury, and 
uſe thy moſt ſerious Endeavours to prevent the Ruin of 
a Sacrilegions Nation, If Public Prayers and Public 
Charity are of any fignificancy, let Purſe and Heart go 
300 . | | together. 


1 * ine be he 
* X 


ch. II. Of Public Worſhip. 27 


together, and join all their Strength and Intereſt in che 
Works of Piety and Devotion. | 
Come, come, my Soul, ler us ariſe and be doing: Let us 
rearken for the Summons to the Temple, and ner miſs 
the ſtared Hours of the Morning and Evening-Sacrifice, 
Come, come, let us renounce Buſineſs and Diverſions, 
and bid adieu to the Cares and Diſtractions of this World. 
Come, ler us prepare our ſelves for a Spiritual Entertain- 
ment, and make a ſolemn Viſit to our God. Bod:!y Exer- 
cſe profiteth but little; and ſome formal Niceties and Pun- 
Qilio's of Worſhip do bur engender Strife, and adminiſter 
to Superſtition. O! then, my Soul, ler us engage hear- 
ily in this Profitable Service, and proſecute the Affairs of 
Eternity with Vigour and Application. In order thereto, 
let us enter into the Manſion- Houſe of God, and pay our pro- 
ſoundeſt Complements to the Bleſſed Jeſus : Let us join 
our ſelves to the Society of the Faithful, and obſerve the 
Rules and Conſtitutions of the Church: Let us partici- 
pate of the ſacred Ordinances, and preſent our Tribute of 
Pablic Prayer and Praiſes to our Maker. 5 
Bur firſt of all, O my Soul, before thou entreſt into the 
| Temple of the Lord, conſider, that the Place it ſelf is Sa- 
cred and Venerable, and that the Majeſty of Heaven is 
not to be approach'd but with the profoundeſt Reverence 
and Humility. 55 „VV 
This ſingle Conſideration will oblige thee to ſuch a pre- 
vious Settlement and Diſpoſal of thy Affairs, that no im- 
pertinent Thoughts, nor Worldly Cares will preſume to 
mingle themſelves with thy Devotions, and interrupt the 
| Courſe of thy Piery. It will alſo regulate thy Actions 
and Geſtures, and prevent all indecent Haſte into the Di- 
vine Preſence, and unmannerly obtrud ing thy ſelf upon the 
{ Deity. For God, who has made both Body and Seal, 
thinks the Attendance of Both, but a Reaſonable Piece of 
= Service. The very Building of the Temple, and the Order- 
ing of the Jewiſh Ceremonies, ſhew, that he affects ſome- 
thing Great and Magnificent in Public Worſpip; And tho, 
he hates Foppery, yer he loves Cleanlineis, _ _ 
"Tis true, he does nor ſo much regard the Mode of our 
Dreſs, and the Coſtlineſs of our Apparel, as the Sincerity 
of the Heart, and the Purity of the Affections: Bur this 
will not excuſe Sordidneſs and Irreverence in his Worſhip, 
Parr II. Ti „ and 


W The Devonut Sul. Bock], 
and hinder us from acting in his Houſe like Rational 
Creatures, and approaching his Royal Preſence with ſuch 
Ceremonies and Reſpect, as are due to his tremendous 
Majeſty. 1 5 
Many People, tis to be fear'd, frequent the Church, ra. 
ther to be ſeen of Men, than to pay any real Homage to 
their Maker; and feem more forward to be diſtinguiſh 
by the Particularity of their Clothes, than the Ardor of 
their Devotions, Their Religion conſiſts rather in outward 
Shew, than inward Purity; and their Adorning is more the 
1 Per; 3. 3.9; Plaiting of Hair, and the Wearing of Gold, and 
5 the putting on of Apparel, than the hidden Or. 
maments of a meek and quiet Spirit, and the unſpotted 
Garments of Virtue and Holineſs. Their Buſineſs 1s not 
ſo much to attend the Prayers, as to cenſure the Preacher; 
nor to procure the Favour and Bleſſing of God, as to at- 
rract the Eyes, and engage the Affections of ſome wanton 
Admirer. But this Profanation of the Temple is as daring 
a Piece of Impiety, as Theirs of old, who made it a Den 
of Thieves, or of later times, a Stable of Horſes. What 
Ker 2 0 has my Beloved to do in my Houſe, ſeeing ſhe 
ONS hath wrought Lewadneſs with many > Why ſhould 
the Beauty of Holineſs protect Strumpets and Adulterers; 
and the Hour of Prayer be the time of Intriguing and Al- 
fignation? N | CS 
Conſider, O my Soul, that thou haſt another Employ- 
ment, when thou art in the Temple of the Lord, and that 
a ſevere Eye watches all the Poſtures of thy Body, and is 
privy to the moſt ſecret Motions of thy Heart, Thou doſt 
nor come hither, as to the Park or the Play-houſe, to obſerve 
the Quality, and be gaz d at by the Rabblèe: But thy Buk- 
neſs is Serzouſneſs and Devotion; to {peak with the Great 
God of Heaven and Earth, and tranſact the Affairs of Erer- 
nity. | 
And certainly, this is an high. Privilege for Duſt and 4- 
ſhes to be admitted on the one fide, and a wonderful 
Condeſcenſion in a God of Majeſty and Power to grant, 
on the other. How Seraphic muſt this Converſation with 
our God be? How endearing this Familiarity > What an 
Happineſs is it, for the Faithful on Earth to be employ'd 
in the ſame Buſineſs with the Saints in Heaven 2 What an 
Honour, for the Militant State of later Chriſtians to repre- 
t 6.55.55 3 g | jent 


ſent he Triumphs and Glories of the Firſt- Born in Pa- 
udiſe ? An unwiſe Man doth not well confider 
this, and a Fool doth not underſtand it. The Pl. 92. 6. 
iddy Multitude are ſo ftupify'd by Ignorance, and 
ena in Senſuality, that they forget their Obligations 
o God ; and Perſons of better Senſe and Education, en- 
Jeavour to reaſon themſelves into abſurd Notions of the 
Church and Religion: Elſe, why ſhould the Taking of Phy- 
ſhe, or the paying of a Viſit, a frivolous Journey, or a Pre- 
rence to Buſineſs, be the conſtant Employment of our So- 
lemn Days, and the faſhionable Excuſe for the Neglect 
of Public Worſhip > Conſider this, ye that forget God, left 
he pluck you away ſuddenly, and there be nne 
60 deliver you, For certainly, thoſe who ſlight PC. $0. 229 
the ſolemn Offices of rhe Church, are in effect aſnam'd 
of the Service of their Maſter, and act diſhonourably by 
their Saviour. They undervalue that Method, by which 
God has thought fir to convey Temporal Bleſſmss to the- 
World, and ſer up for an Independency againſt Provi- 
dence, They ſooth themſelves in Ignorance and Srupt- 
diry, and debar rheir Souls from all Growth in Grace, 
and Improvement in ſpiritual Knowledge. x 
In ſhort, ſuch negligent and profane Perſons ſeem to 
relinquiſh the Faith, and caſt themſelves out of the Cove- 
nant: And tho'rhe Cuſtom of their Countrey, and the 
| Plery of their Parents has made them Chriſtians ; yer 
their ſubſequent Actions null their Baptiſm, and their daily 
practice pronounces them Infidels. | 
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| | J. | 
Lord of Hoſt ! O Mighty God! 
How charming is the ſacred Place: 
Which thou doſt make thy bleſs'd Abode, 
And with Majeſtic Preſence grace! 


. II. 

My panting Soul, with eager Heat, 
Into thy Awful Courts wo u'd preſs; 
My leaping Heart her God wou'd meet, 
And my glad Lips his Goodneſs bleſs. 


3 | III. 
Under thy Roof, the Feather'd Throng 
their peaceful Reſidence have choſe ; 
Thy Altars will protect their Young, 
And give their unfledg'd Limbs Repoſe. 


Happy the Man, who always dwells 
Within thy awful Temple's Walls ; => 
Whoſe well-ran'd Tongue in Praiſe excels; 
And Night and Day for Bleſſings calls. 


V. | 
Thy Righteous Arm ſhall thoſe defend, 
Whoſe Confidence is plac'd on Thee ; 
Thy Bounty ſhall thy Saints attend; 
Thy Strength be their Security. 


VI. 


l. cy Public Worſbip. 
R 


Behold with what amazing Love, 
From Paleſtine's remoteſt Coaſt, 
a joyful Troops the Pilgrims move, 
And to the rhronged Temple poſt, 


VII. 


Accept the Vows which there they make} 


And let thy Bounty crown the Year ; 
Hear David, for thy Mercy's ſake, 
And bleſs the People for his Pray'r; 


5 3 VIII. 

Wich more Delight one ſingle Day 
Within thy charming Courts I paſs, 
| Than thouſand Ages elſe employ, 
Debarr'd the Honour of thy Face. 


IX. 
Id rather be the meaneſt Slave, 
Were my Attendance fix d on Thee, 
Than envy'd Crowns and Scepters have, 
| Bought with the Price of Villany. 


X. 

| To others J relinquiſh Pow'r, 
| And ſinful State and Pride I ſcorn: 
I'd ſooner keep the Temple Door, 
Than Lord it upon Judab's Throne: 


HYMN 


0 NE thing 1def red of the Lord, which I will require 


and high Encomiums are given of thy folemn Afſemblies, 


The Devout Sul. Book I cb! 


AT N I. 


and I hope that he will not deny me the Requeſt ef my 

Lips; n. Wor 
Even that I may dwel in the Houſe of. the Lord all the Days 1 
ef my Life, to behold the fair Beauty of the Lord, and to viſt defi 
his Temple. (V.4 4 
For in the time 5 Trouble he ſpal hide me in his Tabernacle: G00 
yea,"in the ſecret Place of his Dwelling ſhall he hide me. (V.; ) 
The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom then ſhall ** 
Fear 2 The Lord is the Strength of my Life, of whom then 4 
ſhall ] be afraid? (V. 1.) on 
I was glad when they ſaid unto me, we will E into the 5 
Houſe of the Lord. (Pſ. 122. 1.) #11 
For I will offer in his Dwelling an Oblation with great Glad: | 

_ neſs : I will ſing and Jpeak Praifes unto the Lord. (Pl. 2). ) ot 
Our Feet ſhall ſtand in thy Gates, O Feruſalem, and on L 
Tongue ſhall praiſe the God of Jacobl UV, 2.) 
| 


Feruſalem i 16 beautiful for Situation, and is built as a Gy 
that is at Unity with it ſelf. (Pf. 48. 2. 122. 3.) 

For thither tbe Tribes go up, even the Tribes of the Lord, to 
teſtifie unto Iſrael, and to give thanks unto the Name of the 
Lord. (V. 4.) 

Very excellent things are ſpoken of thee, ith City of God; 


(Fſ. 87. 2.) 

Thy Foundations are on thy holy Hills ; and the Lord lovet) 
thy Gates more than all the Dwellings of Jacob. (Y. 1 

O, pray for the "Oy of ry ww, They ſhall proſper that 
love thes, (p 122. 

Peace be within thy Walls and Plenteouſneſs within thy Pas. 
laces. (V. 7.) 


For my Brethren and Companions ſakes I will wi re 
Proſperity. (V. 8.) i jp 


Te, 


ch. II. Of. public Worſhip.” 17 
Da, = of the Houſe of the Lord our God, I will ſeek to 
thee good. (V. 9.) 


HYMN I. 


7 Sh Rand i in the Houſe of the Lord, even in the n 
of the Houſe of our God: (Pf. 134. 2.) 

Reteive, I pray you, the Law from his Mouth, and lay up bis 
Words in your Heart. (Job 22. 22.) 

Learn the Fudgment of his Teſtimonies, and wal! in the un- 
defiled Way of the Lord. ( 119.4, . 

Acquaint your ſelf with him, and be at peace: For thereby 
Good ſhall come unto you. (Job 22.21.) 

Lift up your Heads in the Sanctuary, and fall low on your 
Knees before. his Footſtool. (Pl. 134. 2. 132. 7.) . 
Give him thanks with your whole Heart among the Faithful, 
and proclaim his noble Acts in the Congregation. (Pl. 111. 1.) 
Receive the Cup of Salvation, and call upon e Name of 

the Lord. (Pl. 116. 12.) 
| Pay your Vows now in the Preſence of all bis People; 3 
in the Courts of the Lord's Houſe, even in the midſt of 
thee, O Feruſalem : Praiſe the Lord. (V. 13.) 
Bleſſed is the Man (ſaith God) that doth this, and the 
Son of Man that layeth hold on it. (Iſa. 56. 2.) 
Bleſſed are they that keep my Sabbath from polluting 
it, and with-hold their Hands from doing any evil; (Ibid. ) 
That ask of me the Ordinances of Fuſtice, and "take de- 
light in approaching to God, (Ch. 58. 2.) 
Even them will T bring to my holy Mountain, and 
make them joyful in my Houſe of Prayer. (Ch. 56. 2.) 
Their Burnt-Offerings and their Sacrifices ſaall bs 
| accepted upon mine Altar, and their Perſons rewarded 
au better Kingdom. (V. 7.) 
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neſs, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, Amen. 


FRRANT, O God, that a lively Senſe of Religion; and 


be Devout Shu Bock Ic. in 


„ —_—— 
— ates. 2 


PRATER I. 
CY Lord, I beſeech thee, let thy continual Pity clean 
and defend thy Church; And becauſe it cannot cop. 


„ „e, tine in Safety without thy Succour, pre, 
S. 16, af. Trin: ſerve it evermore by thy Help and Goog. 


P RATE R I. 4 


a true Spirit of Primitive Devotion, may revive in 
this profligate and debauch'd Age, and that the Sacrifice 
and Oblations of the Faithful may ſtop the Judgments threa- 
ten'd ro our Nation, and procure the Felicity of thy Peo- 
ple. Hear the ſecret Cries of thoſe diſtreſſed Souls, who 
want the happy Opportunities of attending upon rhee in 
Public; and let their devour Longings after the Temple, and 
paſſionate Deſires of thy ſacred Ordinances, be pleaded in 
excuſe for their Abſence from the Service of the Church, 
If any previous Neglects or Miſdemeanours have debarr'd 
them from rhoſe Privileges of Public Worſpip, which we at 
p_ enjoy, impute not unto them, O God, their former Sins, 

ur ſtrengthen them in their Solitudes and Captivities, with 
thy bleſſed Spirit, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 
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C HAP. II. 
The Duties of the Morning: 


1 22 . 
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PSAL 5. 3: 


x the Morning will I direct my Prayer to Thee, and wil 
5 look up. 8 TL. 


MEDITATION. 


S God has created all the Times and Seaſons of the 
Year ; ſo has he appropriated to every one of 
them their particular and diſtinct Uſe. One Day 
of Seven has he reſerv'd ro himſelf, and rhe other Siæ has 
he given to the Sons of Mea for the Exerciſe of their law- 
ful Callings and Occupations. Not that any Pretence of 
| Worldly Buſineſs can, even upon theſe Six Days, excuſe a 
total Neglect of Religious Duties, or patronize us in Pra- 
ctices contrary to what we are oblig'd on the Seventh : 
For tho the Calling of our Solemn Aſſemblies is not then ſo 
publickly obſerved, as on, the Sabbath; yer ſtill ſome 
Acknowledgments are to be preſented to God, and particu- 
lar Returns to be made for that new ſpace of time which 
we are allow'd to live, and act in. And it is in vain for 
Men to expect ſucceſs in their ſecular Affairs, or to think 
their own early riſing, or indefatigable Induſtry can bring 
about their Deſigns, unleſs they firſt implore the Divine 
| Afiſtance, and beg God's Concurrence with their honeſt 
{ Endeavours, For the ſame God that made, muſt neceſla- 
| rily govern this Lower World; and it is impoſſible to 
| tranſact any thing without his Privity and Permiſſion. He 4 
| that does nor beſpeak the Deity, before he enters upon his 
COM= 
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common Occupation or Employment, (ſeems to act in di 
Truſt, or defiance to Providence; and it is no wonder if 


his Labours be unſanctify'd, and the Event of all, Sorry 


and Diſtraction. 


After we ariſe up, therefore, in the Morning, we ſhould 
fall low upon our Knees before our bountiful Preſerver, and 
adore him with the ſame Livelineſs and Vigour, with 
which we commonly begin our Worldly Affairs. We 
ſhould reflect upon thoſe Dangers and Difficulties which 
we have pafs'd thro' in the foregoing Night; and nor only 
thank God for the Guardianſhip of his Angels, and the 
Protection of his Providence; but enter into a ſtrict Con. 
federacy for the Maintenance of his Honour and Service; 


and bind up our Souls with Vows and holy Reſolutions 
for the Regulation and Government of our future Lives. 


Conſider, O Man, that thou art juſt entring upon the 


Buſineſs of the Day, and launching our into the wide 0. 


cean of Worldly Employments. Thou knoweſt not what 
Winds or Tempeſts may ariſe, or whither thy impetuous 


Luft and Ambition may carry rhee : And it would be mat- 
ter of Prudence to prepare for a Storm before-hand, to lay 


in a Proviſion for thy Journey, and to ſtock thy ſelf with 
ſuch Aſſiſtances of Grace, as may be a probable Securiy 
againſt all uncertain Diſaſters, Let it be part of thy Mor 
ning-Exercile, to meditare upon thoſe Opportunities of 
doing good, which may probably offer themſelves in the 
enſuing Day; and reſolve, according to thy Abilities, to 
employ them all to the beſt advantage. Let thy Study be 


bent upon the Service and Welfare of thy Fellow-Cres 
tures; and reckon thoſe Minutes for loſt, wherein thou 


haſt not been reſpectful to thy Maker, beneficial to th 
Neighbour, and innocent to thy felf. Conſider the World 


as a Trap or a Snare, and guard againſt the Infection ot 
ill Example and bad Company. 


Let not the Smiles of a Friend, or the Frowns of an 
Enemy; the Temptations of Honour, or the Propoſals of 


Gain, make thee break off thy Morning-Contracts wich thy 


God, or vacate thoſe early Ties thou haſt laid upon thy 


_ Thod 


rh. il. Tie Duties of the Morning. 21 
i Thou muſt know very well, that God, who has lent thee 
ime in this World, requires, that thou ſhould'ſt be ready 
o ſpend it in his Service : And what an horrid piece of 
ngratirude would ir be? What an Inſtance of brutiſn Stu- 
pidity, to be unmindful of that Providence at the firſt 
Entrance upon the Day, which has ſuſtained thee 
al the Night, and lightened thine Eyes, that they 
rep not unto Death. F 
Certainly, freſh and repeated Kindneſſes demand a 
ſpeedy and unfeigned Return of Thanks; and every Mor- 
wing is a ſacred Portion of Time, which ſhould be de- 
dicated as a Firſt-Fruit-Offering to the Service of our 
Almighty Benefactor. Thine own Eyes may ſatisfie thee 
how gay and ſprightly all things do then appear, and 

how the Sun cometh forth as a Bridegroom out of 
lis Chamber, and rejoyceth as a Giant to run his 
Curſe : And why ſhouldft thou nor riſe as early to trim and 

beautifie thy Soul, and ſer out with as great Chearfulneſs 
nd Reſolution in thy Journey to Paradiſe? It is very proba- 
ble, that the ſubſequent Acts of thy Life may be anſwerable 
oa good Beginning; and the Impreſſions, which the Soul 
mkes in her Morning-Retirements, may diſcover them- 
ſelves in the Buſineſs of the whole Day: For when a 
Man, by his early Prayers and Supplications, has ſub- 
mitted his Deſires to the Will of God, and ſurrendred 
himſelf to the Diſpoſal and Protection of Providence, he 


P. 13. 30 


Pſ. 19. 55 | 


0 bas rea ſon to expect, that the Divine Grace will guide and 
. it him in all his Undertakings, and defend him 
om the malicious Attempts both of his Temporal and 
by plritual Enemies. OT e 

d — 
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an „ 
> | NJ HEN gentle Sleep forſakes the Sluggard's Eyes} 
6 And fetter'd Limbs from their ſoft Bondage frees ; 


And Rofie Morning with returning Light, 

Diſpels the wandring Shades of frightful Night; 
Haſte from thy ſweer Repoſe and downy Trance, 
* Leſt lingring Sloth enſnare thy Innocence. 
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| 42 The Devout Soul. Book I. 


'Tis dang'rous long to truſt a waking Head 


To th hor Embraces of a treach'rous Bed: 
For then thy roving Thoughts are wont to ſtray, 


And wanton Objects with thy Fancy play, 

And looſe Ideas to thy Mind convey. 

Then Reaſon, brib'd by Paſſion, repreſents 

The gawdy Pleaſures of deluding Senſe. 

The Parry num 'rous, and the Tryal bold, 
And gath'ring Troops ſurround the helpleſs Soul; 
The Soul, which Naked, like the Body lies, 

To ev'ry Vice expos d an eaſie Prize. 


Beſides, tis pity that a Noble Mind 
To drowhe Fetters ſhould be long confin'd * 


.  *Tis pity that a Mind, with Freedom bleſs'd, 
Should with 1gnoble Bondage be depreſs'd ; 


Or ſluggiſh Matter ſuffer'd ro controul 
The ſprightly Sallies of an active Soul. 


TH All-wiſe and Mighty Maker did intend 
Each Being ſhould purſue irs proper End; 
And Man, the Image of the Deity, 

Was not deſign'd ro ſnore his Life away, 
And by a thoughtleſs Inactivity decay. 


The Bluſhing Morning with her Op'ning Lights, 
The latent Flames of lumbring Love excites ; 
And warms Creation with her fruitful Rays, 
And runes each Creatures Voice to his Creator's Praiſe, 
The ſavage Herd, which thro' the Foreſt roam, 
Sated with Prey, purſue their joyful Home:: 

And the brisk Songſters of the liffning Wood 
In merry Strains proclaim their Gratitude. 

The warchſul Turtles from their Ivy move, 

And cooe from Bough to Bongh their Songs of Love, 
From Albion's Chalky Clifts the Morning-Lark, 
Does the firſt Streams of op'ning Luſtre mark, 
And from her dewy Bed triumphant riſe 

In baſty Flights ro row'r it to the Skies: 

Her warbling Notes repay th' indulgent God 

For the laſt peaceful Night's ſecure Abode. 


—_— 


ch. III. The Duties of the Morning. 


do the Pure Soul unto her Maker flies, 
With Hands up-lifred, and on bended Knees : 

The ſacred Incenſe of her Sacrifice 

Does from the Altar of her Heart ariſe, 

ln curling Flames to waft her Morning Pray'r, 
And ſcent with fra grant Steams the ambient Air, 


Th' Almzghty looks with an obliging Brow, 
And views with Pleaſure what is done below: 
He takes the Tribute of his Creatures Praiſe ; 
Smiles on the Perſons, and rewards their Lays, 
And with ſucceeding Gifts their Gratitude repays; 


226232» 
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careleſs Daughters; give ear to my Speech. (Iſa. 32. 9.) 
Tremble, ye Women, that be at Eaſe : Be troubled, ye cares 
leſs ones. (V. 11.) . OT 


\ 


far above Rubies. (Prov. 31.10.) : 

She riſeth while it is yet Night, and giveth Meat to her Ser- 
vants, and a Portion to her Maidens. (V. 15.) 
| She looketh well to the Ways of her Houſhold, and eateth not 
the Bread of Idleneſs. (V. 27. 


piſe: (C. 6. 6.) 1 
| Which having no Guide, Overſcer, or Ruler, provideth her 
| Meat in Summer, and gathereth her Food in Harveſt. (V. 7,8.) 
How long wilt thou ſleep, O Sluggard 2 When wilt thou riſe 
out of thy Sleep? (V. 9.) + i 
| So ſhall thy Poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy Want 
t an armed Man, (V. 11.) | | 
| Confider, O Sluggard, the End of thy Being, and pur- 
lue the wiſe Deſigns of thy Creator. TS 
Canſt thou think that thou waſt only made to doze and 
batten in Eaſe, and ſtretch thy Limbs on a Bed of Ivory: 
(Amos 6. 4.5 5 
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R/ SE up, ye Women, that are at Eaſe ; hear my Voice, ye 


Cnſider the virtuous and diligent Matron : For her Price is 


Go to the Ant, thou Sluggard : Conſider her Ways, and be 
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24 The Devout Soul. hs Book [. 
The very Things inanimate upbraid thy Lazineſs, and e. 
very Creature reads thee a Lecture of Induſtry. 
The Day-ſpring from on high 1 is pleasd to viſit thee, and 
8 Approaches of the Morning call up thy Devotion. (Luke 
579. } 
"0 1! caſt 0 the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, and hay 
no Fellowſhip with the Pollution of Fleſh. (Eph. 5. 11.) 
But watk honeſtly as a Son of the Dey, and let thy Defence 
be the Armour of Light. (Rom. 13. 12,13.) 


HT AL N- II. 


#* thou wouldſt ſeck, unto the Lord betimes, and mike thy 
Suppl: cation unto the Almighty (Job 8. 5.) 

If thou wert pare and upright, ſurely now he would awake fn 
thee, and mahe the Habitation of thy Righteouſneſs proſper 
(V.6) 

Tho thy Beginning were ſmall, yet thy latter End ſhould 
greatly , (. 5.) 

O God, my Heart is reach, my Heart is ready: 1 will ſins and 
give pr nile with the beſt Member that 1 have. (Pl. 108. 1 

For thou haſt mage and ſuſtained my whole Body; and 
it is decent for every Part to unite in the Celebration of 
thy Bounty. 

Awake up, my Glory ; 5 Late and 5 n I my ſelf w 
awoke right early. (Pl. 55.9) 

Oh ! beatk en 22 1to the Voice of my Calling, my Ning 
and my God : for unto hee will I make my Prayer. ($443 2.) 

Mz Poies ſale thn bee betime 5, 0 Lord; and my Supbl. 
cation ſne:, * CDentk the 4 Da! 2.71.5 Gf "the Day. k'# 3. Pt; 119, 

147.) 

It is a good thing to give tha yy unto the Lord, and to ſing 

Praiſes unto thy Name, © mt ighe ſt. (bl. 92. 1.) 
To rell of thy Loving kindn 10. exrly in the Morning, and of 
thy Truth in the Night ſenſon. (V. 2.) 
Bear, Hear, how the Morn; 1 rare Bug rogether, and al 
the Sons of God Heilt for 3 7 55 (Job 38. 7.) 
And do thou rife with Wings of De votion, and join 
with Angels in Ceie tia Ha arme ny. 
Corte before rhe. Almight ty 's. Preſe 


fher 


ce with Thanks: giving, 
thy ſeif glad in him rich Babe, (. 95. 2. 


Fir 


ch. III. The Duties f the Morning. 25 
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all 


Gods. (V. 3.) | 
He is the Lord our God, and we are the People of his Pa- 
ſure, and the Sheep of his Hand, (V. 7) 


go__—_ N 7 > 3 


PRATER I 


Lord, my Heavenly Father, Almighty and Everlating 
God, who haſt ſafely brought me to the Beginning of 
is Day; Defend me in the ſame by thy 
mighty Power, and grant that this Day 1 may 
[fall into no Sin, neither run into any kind of Danger; but 
that all my Doings may be order'd by thy Governance, to 
do always that is righteous in thy fight, thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord. Amen. TD . $a 


Com. Prayer. 


PRATER I 


Xcreaſe my Virtue, O Lord, in proportion to the Length 
of my Days; and the longer ſpace thou arr pleaſed. to 
allow me in this World, the nearer let me approach to thy 
| Divine Perfections. Give me power ro relolve well, and 
thy Grace to execute my good Reſolutions, Make me ſen- 
| fvle of thy warchful Providence, and Fatherly Protection 
erer) Morning; and let me fo husband the precious Mi- 
| nutes of the enſuing Day. tbat my Brethren may be edi- 
yd by my Example in this World, and my Soul rewarded 
bor her Diligence and Perſeverance in another. Amen. 
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CHAP. TV. jids t 
The Duties of the Evening, Wh 


PSAL. 42.8. he 


In the Nigbe his Song ſhall be with me, ad my Prayer 
uunto the God of my Life. 


MEDITATION. 


HE Addition of every Day to my Life, is a freſh 
Talent put into my Hands; a Grant of a New 
Favour from Almighty Providence: And ir be- 

comes me to be dutiful to the Giver, thankful for the Riel. 

fing, and frugal in the Management of it. 

I know that I have no ſertled Reſidence, or long Cont 
nuance in this World; but I am piac'd here only for a ſeu 
Minutes, to trade and traffic for Eternity, and ro make the 

beſt proviion I can for a ſpeedy and unavoidable Remo. 
val: Bur if, during the time of my Earthly Abode, I neg 
lect my facred Calling, and don't keep a watchful Eye 
over my Buſineſs ; if I do not conftantly adjuſt and reg 
late Matters, and punctually caſt-up my Accounts ever) 

Night; I ſhould ſoon become an inſolvent Debtor, and for 
feir my Credit with my Lord and Maſter. 

am raughr, that every particular Sin calls for a particy: 
lar Repentance; and I am roo ſenſible, that J hardly 
ler a Dar pats over my Head, without being deficient in 
my Duty, and obnoxious to God's Diſpleaſure : And by 
conſequence, I oughr to double my Diligence in my 

Profettion; and as my Years and Sins encreaſe, 10 be 

more frequent a at 1d hearty in the Exerciſe of Mortificarion 


ul 


and Penance. Some vain and idle Word will be dail 

ſpoken, ſome impure and wanton Thought entertain'd, and 
{ome unruly and inordinate Paſſion ler looſe : And how 
can I ſuffer mine Eyes to ſleep, mine Eye- 
I to ſlumber, or the Temples of my Head to 
ale any reſt, till J have made my Peace with my God, 
and wiped off all Stains and Blemiſhes from my Soul? 
What Refreſhment can I receive from my Pillow, till I 
have disburthen'd my Conſcience of her Guilt, and begg'd 


Pl. 132. 4. 


| Pardon for all the Miſcarriages of the foregoing Day ? 


As I obſerv'd before *, that the Morning was the time for 
making good Reſolution, and laying wile Schemes for 
the Conduct and Management of our ſelves in the enſu— 


laid, and compare our Lives and Actions with thoſe Rules 
we propos d to govern our ſelves by. We may then ſee 
with what Prudence and Circumſpection we have mana- 
ged and improv'd the Opportunities that were put into our 
Hands; how we have rul'd our Tongues, and curb'd our 


Affections; ſecur'd our Hearts, and diſcharg'd our Con- 


ſciences. Then we may run over the Occurrences of the 


| whole Day; confider what Temprations have croſs'd in 


upon us; what Obſtacles and Impediments have retarded 


| our Progreſs in Virtue, and what Propoſals and Overtures 
F have been made in behalf of our Favourite Vices : But a- 
| bove all, this Queſtion ſhould perpetually be ſuggeſted ro our 


Thoughts, and kept uppermoſt in our Minds, How well are 


| we prepared for Death and Fudgment, if the Sizep, which we 
| are going to take, ſhould happen to be our laſz ? 


This is the Chriſtian Duty of Self Examination and Re- 


fection; which, being of a great Concern and Importance, 
| oughr ro be performed conſtantly and regularly. Delays, 


we know, are of dangerous conſequence, and apt ro breed 


Confuſion and Intricacy in our Worldly Accounts: And it 
is therefore, the wiſeſt way to allot ſome part of every 


Day to recollect our ſuſpended Actions, and to examine 
into the ſpiritual State of our Souls. And I humbly con- 


— —— * . ** —_— * 


— — dad 


* . > . 
See thee foregoing Mediation. 
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ing Day; ſo I cannot but now recommend the Evening, 
as the moſt proper ſeaſon for Meditation and Recollectiun. 
| We may then look back into the former Defigns we have 
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ceive, the propereſt time for this Office, would be towards 
the Cloſe of the Day, when the Noiſe and Hurry of Bu. 
fineſs is over, and the Soul begins to grow retir'd and ſe. 
date. Then, inſtead of a Bottle and a Friend, a little 
Converſation with our ſelves would be convenient and edi. 
fying; inſtead of a Tavern or a Play-houſe, our Cliſe; 
and our Bible, the Examination of our paſt Life, and the 
adjuſting of our ſpiritual Accounts, would be a pleaſant 
Entertainment and a profitable Diverſion. 

An Heathen has inform'd us, that“ it was his Cuſtom 
* every Night as ſoon as the Candle was our, to run over 


28 The Dewvout Soul. Book J 


% all the Words and Actions of the laſt Day, and to let Ane 

* nothing eſcape him. For why (ſays he) ſhould I fear Th 

„ the Sight of my own Errors, when I can admoniſh and 
correct my ſelf for them * This Practice, methinks, is kl 
prudent and rational, and worthy the Imitation of every An 


Chriſtian : Ir is an Encouragement to Virtue, and an Th 
Hank upon Vice; may prove a Cure to ſome Evils, and 
the Prevention of others; a Relief to ſome Spirits, and 
a Satisfaction to all. O the bleſſed Sleep that muſt fol- 
„low ſuch a Diary! O the Tranquillity, Liberty, and 
“ Greatneſs of that Mind, which is a daily Spy upon it 
* ſelf, and a private Cenſor of its own Manners! 
Then take great Care, O my Soul, that thou doſt not 
run over this Task in a flight and ſuperficial manner, nor 
act as a Deceiver of thy ſelf, and a Trifler with thy God. 
Examination is a Work of Seriouſneſs and Importance, of 
Judgment and Sincerity : A Work, which returns as con- 
ſtantly as the Night, and requires the utmoſt Strictnels and 
pf. 139. 2. Impartiality in the Performance. For ſince Cy, 
“ about my Path, and about my Bed, and ſpieth cu: 
all my Ways, it is madnels for me, either ro conceal ot 
palliate my Actions. My Soul muſt be ſtript ar Evening 
of all her Sins, as well as my Body of her Garments ; 
my Wrath muſt fer with the Sun, and my Paſſions be as 
calm and ſedate, as the Depth of Nighr. Then, then, 
I may lay me down in Peace, and take my reſt; I may en- 
joy the quiet Refreſiments of Nature, and fleep unde: 
the Security and Protection of Providence: For tlie 


„eee 
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Ang els of Heaven are charged to encamp round a- N 9 
The my Habitaticn, and the Lord of * wil hom * 0 3 
ole me to dwell in ſafety, ; x 
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60 now, my Soul, and take thy Eaſe; 
Go now, repoſe thy ſelf in peace; 
And let Sleep gently drive away 

The Toils and Labours of the Day. 


But ſtay a little: Firſt retire, 
and let abſtracted Thought admire 
The Glories of another State: 
For tho' our Eyes can't penetrate 
Thro' the dark Womb of hidden Fare ; 
Yer Fancy may throw off the Vail, 
And ſee what Fleſh and Blood conceal : 
Darkneſs and S1lence may excite 
| The proper Thoughts for loneſome Night. 
The World is now with CaJmneſs biet 
And ev'ry Being ſeems to reſt: 
All Nature's huſh'd, and thou may'ſt find 
| The lame Compos' dneſs in thy Mind. 
| Then think how ſwiftly Time does fly. 
| Soaring to vaſt Eternity. 
Think on the many Minutes paſt, 
| And how this Night may be thy laſt, 
| Think, whilſt thy Soul's derain'd on Earth, 
| Thou canſt no ſolid Pleaſure have; 3 
Thy Sleep, the Image is of Death; 
Thy Bed, the Emblem of the Grave. 
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Thy wand'ring Thoughts being thus confin's, 
| Thy Hearr inflam d, and fix'd thy Mind; 
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Thy bounteous God ar firſt adore 
For all the boundleſs Grants of Bliſs ; 
And then his future Aid implore, 

In ſome ſuch humble Strain as this: 


« Olſrel!'s Shepherd! Bleſſed King! 
% Who mad'ſt and govern every thing. 
4 O Thou, whoſe ever watchful Eyes 
4 No Sleep or Slumber can ſurprize 
« Spread thy Protection over me; 

« Let thy Right Arm my Safeguard be 
From all thoſe Dangers of the Night, 


a #X 


„Let roving Fancy be confin'd, 


And no Chimera's ſeize my Mind: 

% No idle Phantom's, airy Dreſs 

* With Panic Fears my Soul oppreſs. 
5 O! let me ne'er repoſe my Head, 
« Till Angels wait about my Bed, 

„ And by their Guardian Pow'r repel 
« The ſly Attempts of envious Hell 


40 


— 


Which trembling Conſciences affright. 


Bock I 


J Still enjoy the Bleflings of Affiuence and Plenty; 


and my Soul is ſatisfied with Marrow and Fatneſs. 


The good Land is before my Eyes, and the delici- 
ous Fruits thereof refreſh my Spirits. 
I have Day after Day added to my Life, and my 


Years are extending to a comfortable Old Age, 


Whilſt others are nipt in their Bloſſom, and cruſt'd 


in their very Cradle: 


Their Morning- Sun is over-ſpread with a dark 
Cloud, and their early Glory ſets in Tears: 
Their Parents are bereaved of their promiſing Hopes, 
and their Friends baulk'd in their Dependences and 


Expectations. 


How 


h V. The Duties of the Evening. 37 


How many Thouſands has this very Day ſwept 1 into the 
Grave ? And what monraful Funerals has the Sun beheld > 

What Shrieks and Ourcries have filld our Ears? And 
what Complainings have reſounded from ever Corner of 
gur Streets? 

How have the foriorn Widows withe their Lamentation, 


and the Fatherleſs Children been expos d as Vagabond: upon 


Earth ? 


Bur I am till in the Land of the Licks, for the ſupport of 


my Family, and the better proviſion of my Soul. 
My Evening ſeems to advance on with a gay and lively 
Aſpect, and ro promiſe the Addition of many Days. 


Bur oh ! let me not build upon Contingencies, or put too 


much Confidence in this Tabernacle of Clay. 


Do thou rather teach me ſo to number my Days, that I may | 


apply my Heart unto Wiſdom, (Pl. 90. 12.) 
Oh ! reach me Gratitude for paſt Favours, and give me 
affiance in thy Providence for future Mercies, 


HYMN II. 


Ma there be that ſay of my Soul, There j no Help for bigs 


in by God. (Pf. 3. 2.) 

But Thou, O Lord, art my Defender : . Tou art my Wor- 
ſoip, and the Lifter up of my Head, (V. 3.) 

Idid call upon the Lord with my Vice, and he did hear me 
out of hi holy Hill. (V. 4,) 

Tlaid me down, 25 ſlept, and rofe again: For the Lord ſu- 
fained me. ( V. e 

Stand in awe, and ſin not: Commune with your own Heart, 
and in your Chamber, and be til. (PC. 4. 4. ) 


I will thank the Lord for Len me warning: My Reins al- | 


. chaſten me in the Night: ſeaſon. (PI. 16, 8.) 
Have I not remembred thee in my Bed, and thought upon 
thee when I was waking? (Pl. 63. 7.) 


Becauſe thou haſt been my Helper, therefore under the 


ſhadow of thy Wings will I rejoice. (V. 8.) 
My Soul conſtantly hangs upon "het thy right Hand hath 
ſupported and upholden me. (V. 9 
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= The Devout Soul. „ Wy 
At Midnight will T ariſe to give thanks unto thee, b ; 
thy righteous Fudgments. (Pl. 119 62.) ee 
When others are ſnoring away their Luxuries and De. 
bauches, my Soul ſhall be united to, and intimately con. 


Her Contemplations fhall range thro' the Apartments of 


Paradiſe, and her Supplications be preſented before the 


Throne of God. 

O Thou, who art always vigilant and attentive, and in. 
tercedeſt Day and Night for the Salvation of thy Church: 
Do thou receive my Midnight-Addreſſes, and repreſent 
my Caſe with Candor to thy Father, | 


* 


„„ 


LIbren my Darkneſs, I beſeech thee, O Lord, and by 
#- thy Mercy defend me from all the Perils and Dan. 
Com. Prayer. gers of this Night, for the Love of thy only 


Son my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


7 RATE R 1. 


Kr me by thy Grace, O Lord, from all the Works of 
* Darkneſs, and defend me by thy Power from the 
Whole Duty of ſubtil Attacks of Sin; and grant me mode- 
Man. rate and refreſhing Sleep this Night, ſuch as 
may fit me for the Duties of the Day following: And 


Lord, make me ever mindful of that time, when I ſhall ly 


down in the Duſt ; and becauſe I know neither the Day nor 
the Hour of my Maſter's Coming, Grant me Grace, that I may 
be always ready, that I may never live in ſuch a State as | 
Mall fear to die in: But that whether I live, Imay live un- 
to the Lord, or whether 1 die, I may die unto the Lord; 
ſo chat Living and Dying, I may be thine, thro' Jeſus Chrift. 
Amen, | | 
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An Entertainment for the Thankful. 
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C AH 5 1 
Of CREATION. 


ACT. 7. $0, 
Hath not my Hand made all theſe things 2 


MEDITATION. 
VV ie I conſider the Production of this World 


from norhing, and the Space of Six Days only 
| for the Formation of every Species of Being; 
: am highly oblig'd to Revelation for clearing up my con- 
| ins'd Notions of Things, and fixing my Faith in her prime 
| and fundamental Article. The 
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34 The Dewout Soul, 


their Fabulous Schemes upon ſome 1mperfect Traditions 
of a True Hiſtory. | 


5 — — — A Af ww J 
— — eee —— — EI 


Maid „„ 


Book Il 

The Exiſtence indeed, of a God, and the Power of my 
Creator, is what I may make large Diſcoveries of by the 
Improvement of Reaſon : And it is no ſmall ſatisfaction, 
my Faith, that the Pagan Philoſophers and Poets ſeem y 
have ſuck d in the Moſaic Account of a Creation, and form 


* 


Principio cœlum, ac terras, campoſque liquentes, 2 
Lucentemque globum Lune, Titaniaque aſtræ 
Spiritus intus alit, totamque infuſa per artus 
Mens agitat molem, & mag no ſe corpore miſcet. 
Inde hominum, pecudumque genus, vitæque volantum, 
Et que marmoreo fert monſtra ſub æquore pontus, 
Igneus eſt olls vigor, & celeſts origo 
Seminibus : quantum non noxia corpora tardant, 
Terrenique bebetant artus, moribundaque membra. 


Virg. Zneid. lib. 6. 


Know firſt, that Heav'n and Earth's compacted Frame, 
And flowing Waters, and the Starry Flame, T 
And both the radiant Lights, one common Soul 
Inſpires, and feeds, and animates the whole. 
This active Mind infus'd thro? all the Space, 
Unites, and mingles with the mighty Maſs. 
Hence Men and Beaſts the Breath of Life obtain; 
And Birds of Air, and Monſters of the Main, 
Th' Etherial Vigour is in all the ſame, 

And ev'ry Soul is fill'd with equal Flame: 
As much as Earthly Limbs and groſs Allay 

Of mortal Members, ſubject to decay, 

Blunt not the Beams of Heav'n, and Edge of Day. 
Mr. Dryden, 


Look now, towards Hraven, O my Soul, and tell the 
Stars, if thou are able to number them; Look 
down upon the Earth, and ſee how her Surface 
is repleni{h'd with Variety of Creatures: And then what 
aſtoniſhing Objects will ſurround thy Contemplations? 
What a copious Subject will thy Thoughts have to ſpread 
themſelves through, and expatiate upon 3 851 
| | : Dos h! 


Gen. 15. 5. 


n 


0. I. CRE AT TON 8 


Oh! may thy Praiſes be anſwerable to the Extenſivenęſs 
ok thy Theme, and thy Gratitude riſe in proportion to 
thy Obli gations to a beneficent Creator! The Heavens de- 
clare the Glory of God, and the Firmament ſhew- 12 ; 
2th bs handy Work. His Voice is heard in the 7 2. 
Minds and Thunder, and the Foot-ſteps of his Omnipo- 


rence are viſible in every Product of the Univerſe. 'Tis 


true, there is no Speech nor Language amongſt the Stars and 
Planets 3 bur their Influence ſupplies the Defect of Words, 


and is a plain and legible Character to all Lands. This is 


a Voice, which will be always heard; this is a Sound, 
which will never depart from the Ear. The Proviſion is 


| ſo univerſal, and the Favour ſo conſtant and laſting, that 


| the Heavens know ir, and the Barbarians believe and wor- 


IP. . 9 FE 
Wouldft thou act the Part of a Phzloſopher or a Divine, 


the Univerſe is an unexhauſted Theme for thy Contempla- 


| tion, and the ſeveral Parts of it the moſt prevalling Mo- 


tives to Piery and Devotion. 
Wouldſt thou turn Poet or Orator, what a Subject is 
here for Deſcription and Panegyric? and how may thy 


' 


Numbers and Rhetoric diſplay themſelves, in ſurveying Na- 


ture, and magnifying the Author of it? 

In ſhort, if either Profit or Pleaſure, if either Miſdom or 
| Religion be the End of thy Studies, thou mayſt enlarge thy 
| Capacities, and enrich thy Mind; gratifie thy Curioſity, 
and excite thy Devotion, by caſting thine Eyes upon any 
Quarter or Tract of the World, For pleafing Scenes will 


conſtantly ariſe, and Variety of Objects preſent them- 


ſelves to thy fight : Order and Harmony will raiſe thy 
Wonder; and Beauty and Convenience will captivate thy 
Affections. Go to the Ant, thou Sluggard, and . 
learn Wiſdom from her Ways ; Lift up thine , 6. 6. 
Hes on high, and contemplate the Heavens, O thou Athe 
jt; and ler Arcturus and Orion, let Pleiades | 


and the Chambers of the South read thee a Job 9. 9, 


Lecture of Divinity. Ask now the Beaſts, and they ſhall 
teach thee ; and the Fowis of the Air, and they C.  _ g. 
ſpall tell thee : Or ſpeak to the Earth, and it ſpal * 
inſtruct thee 5 and the Fiſhes of the Sea ſhall declare unto thee; 
The regular Productions of Nature, and the joyful Fruits 


of the Earth in their due ſeaſon ; the ſettled Revolutions of 


Day 
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35 De De vont Soul. Book It 


nor to ſuſpect the Truth of what common and unprejudic 


my Thoughts to the Author of Nature, and am pre. 


uggiſh and barren Earth, and makes it revive and fructi. 


. 


Parent of Beauty and Regularity? Nothing leſs than an 
Infinite Mind, could project, and an Omnipotent Arm 
erect the ſeveral Parts of this ſtupendous and uſeful Stru- 


* * hs r 
Fe Sd > MA)”. 2 Þ ad) J * l A 
, 4 \ 3 


8 
1 


Day and Night, and the agreeable Changes of Summe 
and Minter, are all ſtanding and miraculous Proofs of the 
Exiſtence of that God, who made and governs the World. 

J wonder then, why Men of refin'd Parts, and uncom. 
mon Penetration, ſhould run ro Metaphyſical and abſtra. 
Qed Idea's for the Poof of a Deity; when every Play 
or Vegetable gives us the moſt lively and convincing De. 
monſtration. For my own part, I never love to make 
a Difficulty of what is plain and obvious ro my Senſes , 


Reaſon hath ſuggeſted to me. As long as my Feet tread 
Web 36. , upon this Globe which hangeth upon Nothing, 
Mat. 6.28. 29, and my Eyes ſurvey the Lillizs of the Field, 
mwmyhich exceed Solomon in all his Glory; I carry 
ſently ſtruck with Rapture and Admiration. Lord! ſay 1, 
What inviſible Power puts freſh prolific Virtue into this 


fie every Year ? Lord! How wonderful is thar Arm which 
laid the Foundations of the World, and how powerful that 
right Hand which ſpanneth the Heavens ? The 
Works of Art are coarſe and bungling to the 
meaneſt Productions of Nature, and ail Imitarions are faint 
and languid, if compar'd to their finiſh'd and perfect Ori. 
ginals. How ſenſleſs then, is the Philoſophy of thoſe, who 
would aſcribe the Origin of this World to a fortuitous Con. 
courſe of Atoms; and would make blundering Chance, the 


Cture : Nothing leis than Infinite Wiſdom, could lettle 


the Proportions and Dependencies of Natural Beings, and 


by the meer Motives of boundleſs Goodneſs, beſtow the 
whole Product and Income of the Univerſe upon the Sons 
of Men... | TE 

| Thou, O God, are wiſe in Heart, and mighty in Strength, 
and gracious in all thy Diſpenſations : Thou aft 


Job 9. 4. . | 
J **. worthy to receive Glory, and Honour, and Power; 


Rev. 4. 11. for thou haſt created all things, and for thy Plea- 
ſure they are, and were created. | 


POEM 


Of CR EATION. 


P O E I. 


the Creation of the Won 1p, (as perform 1 i. 
the Space of Six Days) deſcrib d chiefly from the 
Firſt and Second Chapters of GENESIS. 


J. 


CHAOS, a Rude and indignited Maſs; . 
Was the firſt Off. ſpring of Creating Pow'r. 
The pleaſing Proſpects "which this World contains, 
And the gay Smiles which Nature's Viſage grace; > 
The verdant Mead, and ſmiling Flow'r ; | 
The rifing Hills, and finking Plains ; 
The fleeting Clouds, and vaulted Sky ; 
The twinkling Stars, and pallid + be 
The wand'ring Planers, and the fiery Sun; 
Did, blended all in mad Confuſion, ly, 
In the dark Womb of frightful Anarchy. 


y 4 
Twas the ſole Province of rh Eternal Mind 
| Tt inteſtine Tumults to compoſe; 
The ſtrugling Elements to Order bind, 
Ind ſever Natures, and their Breaches cloſe; 
The ſprighrly Fire alcends on high, 
| And takes its Manſion in the diſtant Sky. 
| The fluid Air aſſumes the ſecond Place, 
And the dull Parts of ſluggiſh Earth 
| By their own Weight ſubſide beneath, 
And Waters fold them 1 in a cold Embrace; 


1 
O God, chad wond'rous Architect 
Thy Wiſdom only could contrive, 
And thy Almighty Pow'r effect 
The juſt Proportions of this {pacious Ball: 49 


Part I. X Thy 


38 The Devout Soul. Book II. 
Thy quick'ning Breath could make 
Ev'n the dull Lump of Matter live, 
And ev'ry Part its Station take; 
And Beauty from the Arms of rude Confuſion call. 


IV. 


Thou Mighty Maker ! Sov'reign Lord ! 
Thou ſpak'ſt the great Important Word, 
And the obſequious Womb of teeming Earth 

Labours with a ſprightly Birth, 
The Mountains rear'd their lofty Heads, 

And ſpreading Oaks their craggy Brows adorn 
Beneath their Feet the Fountains flow, 
And drench with fat'ning Streams the Plains below. 

The crouded Valleys laugh with Corn, 
And the fleek Herds range o'er the flow'ry Meads ; 
The limpid Currents from their winding Courſe, 
And ſmiling Banks ſalute them as they pals. 
Thro' Tracks of Air the winged Songſters ſtray, 
And from the Neighb'ring Woods proclaim their Joy. 
The Bulky Hhale, with all the Scaly Train, 
Shares the wide Empire of the Stormy Main. 

V. 

Thy hi the Spacious Heav'ns did frame, 

And all th' Appartments of the Sky; 
Where joyful Cherubs celebrate thy Name; 
Where Thou, Great King, haſt fixt thy Refidence; 

And from thy Throne of Majeſty, 

Wilt all thy gracious Acts diſpenſe. 
Oh! If ſuſpicious Thoughts ſhould e'er poſſeſs, 
If e'er the Infidel ſhould ſeize thy Breaſt ; 
Survey the Heav' ns, O Man; and thon wilt find 
The W ork amazing, and the Skill Divine. 


VI. 


Th unweary'd Sun, is round his Axis hurl'd, 

And lights with genial Rays this lower World ; 
Like a Spruce Bride-groom, from the Opꝰ ning Eaſt, 
He comes, in flaming Grandeur dreſt, 

And haſtens to the diſtant Weſt. 


Thus 
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Of CREATION. 
Thus He divides the Seaſons of the Years; 


Compleats the daily Stage, and diſappears ; _ 
And leaves the paler Moon with borrow'd Light 


To gild the dusky Face of filent Night. 


Ws es VII. | 
The Stars are in their Orbits fix c. 
The Stars, (thoſe younger Sons of Night,) 
Thro' the wide Fields of Heaven mix'd, 

Diſperſe their quiv'ring Beams of Light. 
The Stars their ſettled Courſes know, 
And act in Conſort for our Good below 2. 
The Stars, ſuppos'd to rule Mortality, 
And guide the Pilot thro the raging Sea. 


0 
When all was finiſh'd, The Creator ſaid, 
Something is wanting, Something to preſide 
And govern All: Let Us exert our Pow'r _ 

By making Man, to govern what was made before. 
No ſooner did the Fiat pals, | | 

But the Almighty Energy 5 
Breath'd in the Noſtrils of the lifeleſs Maſs, 
And ſtamp'd Divinity on Clay. 
O Happy Man! Thus form'd to endleſs Bliſs, 
And plac'd amidſt the Joys of Paradiſe; 
But Happier, Happier yet, when by Surprize 

The Great Creator cloſs'd thine Infant Eyes, 

And took the Rib from thy Enchanted Side, 
And in Requital gave the Spotleſs Bride. 

O matchleſs Pair | What Glories Ve poſſeſs'd h 
(Your ſelves Immortal, and your Children bleſs' d,) 
Had you your Courſe by Heav'n's Direction ſteer'd, 
And as your Maker order'd, perſeverd: 

But now your Off-ſpring ſuffers for your Luſt, 
(Unhappy Of-ſpring by their Parents curſt :) 
For your Rebellion, we muſt ſtill fuſtain 

A Life of Labour, and a Death of Pain: 
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40 | The De vont Soul. 5 Book I. 


HT MN I. 
5 cox unto the Heavens and ſec, me 1 the Clouds which 
are higher than thou. (Job 35. 


Hear attentively the noiſe of the _ 5 God, and the ſound 


which goeth out of his Mouth. (Ch. 37. 2. ) 


For he thundereth marvellouſiy with the voice of his 8 | 


cy : Great things doth he which we cannot comprehend. (V.3,s.) 
He ſaith to the Snow, Be thou upon the Earth; Likewiſe to 

the ſmall! Rain, and the great Rain of his Strength, (V. 6.) 
Out of the South cometh the FF ROTO, and Cold out of 


the North. (V. 


By the Breath "i God, Froſt 15 given, and the Breath of 


| the IWaters is ſtraitned. (v. 10.) 


He hath ſhut up the Sea with Bars and Doors, and bindeth 
the Flood from over- es the Earth. (C. 38. 8, 10. C. 28.11.) 
e hath made the Clouds the Garment of the Ocean, and 
thick Darkneſs a Swadling-band for it. (V. 9.) 
He gathereth the Waters of the Sea together, as it were 
upon an Heap, and lajeth up the Deep as in a Treaſure-bouſe. 
Pl. 
; He 1 meaſured the Deep in the Hollow of his Hand, and 
meted out Heaven with the Span, (II. 40. 12.) 
He comprehended the Duſt of the Earth in a Meaſure, ana 
weighed the Mountains in Scales, and the Hills in a Ballance, 
(V. 12.) 


Lc! theſe are parts of his Ways But how . liel 4 Portion 


z heard of bim? (Ch. 26. 14.) 
Hi: Walls in Heaven are 6 and the Thunder 
ef his Power, who can IVORY "$6 14 ) 


AM | 


ch Il. Of CREATION. 


HT MN II. 


ge vain are all Men by nature, who axe nora ant of God, 


and could not out of the good things which are ſeen, beo 
him that is inviſible. (Wiſd. 13. 1.) 


But deemed either Fire, or Wind, or the ſwift Air, or the 
Circle of the Stars, or the violent Mater, or the Lights of 
Heaven to be Gods, which govern the No, 1d. „ 

With whoſe Beauty, if they being delighted, took, them for 
Gods, Let them know how much better the Lord is: (V. 3) 


But if they were aſtoniſhed at their Power and Virtue, let 
them underſtand by them, how much mightier he is that made 


them: (V. 4.) 


For by the Greatneſs and Beauty of the Creatures, propertio- 


nably the Maker of them is ſeen. (Ibid.) 
O! then, Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul ; O Lord my God, 


thou art become exceeding Glorious ; - Thou art clothed with 
Majeſty and Honour, (PI. 104. 1.) 


Thou deckeſt thy ſelf with Light, as it were "with a Gar- 


ment, and ſpreadeſt out the Heaven like a Curtain, (V. 2.) 
Thou haſt laid the Beams of thy Chambers in the Maters, and 
makeft the Clouds thy Chariot, and walkeft upon the Wings of 
the Wind. (V. 3.) 
Thou haſt ſtretched out the North over the empty Place, and 
laid the Foundations of the Earth, that it ſhould never move at 


any time. (Job 26.7. Pl. 104. 5.) 


Thou haſt cover d it with the Deep, like as with a Garment : ; 


: The Waters ſtand in the Hills. (V. 6.) 


At thy ie * flee: At the Voice of thy Thunder, * 


] are aſraid. (V 


They go up as Vick as the Hills, and down to the Valleys be- 


4 neath ; even the place which thou haſt appointed for them. (V. "Se 


O Lord, God of Hoſts, who is like unto Thee ? No is He 


EF among hs Clouds that ſhall be compared unto the Lord : ? 
[f. 89. 6,9.) 


Thy Truth, moſt mighty God, is on every ſide, and the Earth 


; is full of thy Power and G rodneſs (Pf. 33. 5.9 
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P RAT ER I. 


17 Bleſs Thee, O Lord, for my Creation; And I entreat 


£ thee to enable me by thy Grace, to make ſuch due 
Reflections upon my Original from rhe Duſt, that I may 
be never puft up with my own Excellencies, nor ſeduc'd 
into Rebellion againſt my Beneficent Creator. Amen, 


P RAT E R Il, 


Eternal God, who by the Strength of thy Power haſt 
made all Things, and out of the Abundance of thy 
Goodneſs haſt given the Fulneſs of the Earth to the Sons of 
Men; Grant, I beſeech Thee, that every one of us may 
make ſuch {ober Uſe of thy Creatures, as may tend to thy 
Glory, and the Intereſt of our own Souls; thro Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | Py 
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N E H. 9. 6. 
— Thou preſerveſt them all. 


MEDITATION. 


E are not only indebted ro God for our For- 

mation and Birth, bur all the Delighrs and 
Conveniencies we enjoy in this World, are 
the immediate Effects of the ſame kind and indulgent 
Hand. The Motions of the Stars, and Influence of the 
| * Sun, the Change of Seaſons, the Variety of Weather, the 
Fruits of the Earth, and the Care of Human Life, are 
| © the ſteady Reſults of unerring Wiſdom, and the Ge- 
| © nerous Acts of an Over-ruling Power . A World, 
| © withour ſuch a God and Providence, is not worth a 
Man's while to live in f. Bur it is our Happineſs, 
that we are born in ſubjection to the Divine Will, and 
are govern'd by a Wiſer Head than our own. We are 
| fickle and irregular in our Proceedings; haſty ro reſolve, 
and eaſie to change our Reſolutions ; bur with God is #6 
| Variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning; Difficul- 
ties never reach to Omnipotence, nor can 
| Accidents and Viciſſitudes affect Infinite Wiſdom: Chance 
it ſelf, is not without Steadineſs, and all the irregular 


James 1.17. 
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; 1 every Place, be holding the Evil and the Good. 


Mat. 10. 29, 
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Motions of Human Affairs are guided by an inviſible 


Hand, and directed to uſeful Ends. 


Had God created this World only for a Bravado of 
his Power, and an Oſtentation of his Glory, and then 
thrown the Government of it into the Hands of blind 
Chance and Fortune; there might have been ſome colour 
for a Complaint againſt Arbitrary Proceedings, and ſome 
Reaſon to tax our Creator with Lazineſs and Inadverten- 


cy. But behold, Providence inſpects, and Goodneſs ſupports 


Mpat Wiſdom contriv'd, and Power affected. God fitter) 
| upon the Circle of the Earth ; and his Eyes are in 


Every Tranſaction is recorded in his Memo- 


ry, and the moſt minute Paſſages, are the Subject of his 


Cognizance : Not a Sparrow can fall to the 
Ground, without his Permiſſion ; not a Hair 
of our Head be diminiſh'd, without his Leave, 
nor a Sand be blown from the Sea-ſhore, without his 


30. 


Privity to the Change of its Situation. Nature is chain'd 
down to Order and Regularity, and is under a Neceſſity 


of acting according to the Laws of the Firſt Mover; Her 


Courſes are preſcrib'd, Her Revolutions fix d, and Her 


Powers and Virtues proportion'd to the Difference of 


| Seaſons, and the Variety of Climates. 


An Order muſt be maintain'd, and a Decorum kept up 


between the Conſtituent Parts of this Beautiful Globe, 


and no boiſterous or excentric Atom muſt dare to inter- 
poſe and diſturb the Tranquillity of the Univerſe. Every 
Element knows its Station, and every Body muſt play 
within the Sphere of its own Activity: Motion it ſelf is 
circumſcrib'd and confin'd ro Laws, and Heat and Cold are 


miraculouſly blended and temper'd together, for the Con- 
tinuance and Preſervation of Individuals. Et 


O, the ſurprizing Contrivance and Beauty of the Uni- 


verſe! O the Wiſdom and Regularity of a governing and 
preſerving ' Providence | Lord! How wonderful are thy 
Works, and how uniform thy Management? Thou halt 
order'd all things in Number, Weight, and Meaſure ; Thou 
haſt adjuſted ' and cemented the moſt contrary Qualities, 
and ry'd down the moſt jarring Natures, in the ftrictel! 
Bonds of Harmony and Union 


6 
Oh! 
HP 


ch II. Of Preſervation... 4s 
Oh! that there were ſuch an Agreement between Ra- 
onal Creatures, as there is between Things Inanimate 3 


and that the Revenge and Ambition of Mankind, would 
no more contribute to the Diſturbance of the Univerſe, 


and the Defacing of the Beauty of Nature, than Heaven 


aud Earth, than Fire and Water, can claſh and interfere for 


the Deſtruction of one another, The moſt Turbulent of 
all Beings, the Ocean ir (elf, knows its Bounds, and can- 
not preſume to ſwell ro a Deluge, or ro make any En- 


croachment or Devaſtation on the Continent, without a 


Licenſe and Permiſſion from its Supream Lord: Bur 
Man, (who 1s under the Guidance and Conduct of Rea- 
ſon,) employs his Liberty for the Deſtruction of his own 


fruitful and beautiful Parts of Nature, 


Species, and commits a Rack and Havock upon the moſt 


All thy Comfort, O my Soul, amidſt the Tumults and 


Combuſtions of this lower World, is, thar there is {till 
an over-ruling Providence, which will ſtemm rhe Tide, 
when the Ends of Government require it. Man, notwith- 
ſtanding all his Pretenſions ro Wiſdom, and vain Boaſts 
of Authority, is no more to be exempred from Subjection, 
than the moſt ſenſleſs and inanimate Being; and muſt 
expect ro be curb'd and diſciplin'd by his Supream Lord 


and Governor, when he intrenches upon the Privileges 


of his Felow-Creatures, and inſults and tyrannizes over his 


Brethren : For the Wiſe, the Mighty God, who ruleth in al 


the Kingdoms of the Earth, will ſet up on high thoſe that be 
| low, that thoſe that mourn may be exalted to ſafety. He will 


diſappoint the Devices of the Crafty, ſo that their job 5, 11, 12; 


| Hands ſhall not perform their Enterprize, He will ts. 


| take the Wiſe in their own craftineſs, and the Counſel of 


{ the Froward ſhall be carried headlong. 
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fi 
— 5 An 
| | | 8 Th 
. An 
| gy C0 
TFH ſafeſt Arms for our Defence, Th 
Is the firſt Shield of Providence. 
Horſes are feeble, Leagues are vain, = 
And Men, of treach'rous Men complain. An 
5 Th 
To Kings and Peers we may reſort, Th 
And Cringe and Flatter at the Court; II 
The greateſt Monarch ſits on High, An 
And grants us Aid, when Courts deny. 
Allies are weak, their Courage frail; 3 . 
The beſt- concerted Meaſures fail; W. 
Nor Troops, nor Magazines avail. 8 
Sometimes, ſo puzzling is the Way | 
Thar in the midft of Light we ftray; | & 
Or gath'ring Clouds, and gloomy Night | Th 
Obſcure, and intercept our Sight. Th 
gi SET 1 
Sometimes, by Paſſion Nature's led, 
And by her Luft and Pride betray'd ; 1 
Or fond Aſſurance makes her miſs W. 
The Mark, and loſe the Path to Bliſs. „lac 


But he, that on his God relies, 
Shall never want his due Supplies. 
For God's poſſeſs'd of boundleſs Pow'r, 
And keeps Earth's Magazines in Store; 
Or from the Granaries above, f 
Show'rs down the Pledges of his Love, 


To God, the hungry Ravens cry; 
To God, the Lions roar for Prey: 

As by his Pow'r they firſt were made; 
Theyre ſtill ſupported by his Aid. 


Ch. II. O Preſervation. © 


fis Providence rules ev'ry where, 

and the wide World employs his Care. 
The boiſt'rons Minds obey his Word, 

and angry Waves confeſs their Lord. 
The Ships, thro' the ſmooth Ocean glide; 
Free from th' inſulting Billow's Pride; 
Conducted by unerring Power, 
They're carry'd to their wiſh'd-for Shore. 


By God's Command Afflictions ceaſe, 
And the vexatious World's at Peace: 
The Bow's unſtrung, the Favelin broke; 
The Captive leaves his galling Yoke : 
| The Pris'ner lays his Sorrow down, 

And changes Fetters for a Crown. 


When ſome malicious Accident 
Would all thy promis'd Bliſs prevent; 
God may the Spite of Man controul, 
Or ſweeten thy imbirter'd Bowl. 


When Ghaſtly Troops of Maladies 


[Th Almighty Arm the Shock ſuſtains, 
And fainting Patients frees from Pains. 


When an inſulting Hrant's Pow'r 
Would drive thee from thy Native Shore 
| Indulgenr Heaven will thee redreſs, 

| Or make thy Exile Happineſs, 


This trembling Fort of Life would ſeize 5 
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01 

{ N the Beginning when the Earth was made, before hs Bor. 1 
ders of the World ſtood, or ever the Winds blew; (2 E(d. 5 1 

the H. 

1 it thunder d and lighten d, or ever the Foundation: f The 


Paradiſe were laid; (V. 2.) ans j 

Before the fair Flowers were ſeen, or ever the moveable Power 

10 eſtabliſped; (V. 3.) 

Before the innumerable Multitude of Angels were gather Thy 
together, or ever che Heights of the Air were lifted up.” 
(V. 4.) 

Before the Meaſures of the Firmament were named, or ever hat | 

the Chimneys in Sion were hot: (Ibid.) | 
My Purpoſes (ſays God) ro Man were Eternal, * m Y 
Decrees for his Preſervation, irrreverſible. 
The Event has only notify'd my Veracity, and Time o. 
pened the ſurprizing Scenes of my unweary'd Goodnels, 
I ſhew wonderful things in my Righteouſneſs, and am th 
Hope of all the Ends of the Eartb, and of them that remainin 
the broad Sea. (Pl. 65. 5.) 
My Voice n mighty in Operation, my Voice 15 4 glorious Voice. ad t 
(Pf. 29. 4.) þ:1an 
The Sound of it is gone out into al Lands and every 
Climate proclaims my Goodnels. ' 

In my Strength T ſet faſt the Mountains, and am girded nth, 

bout with Power, (Pſ. 65,6.) : 
. T flill the Raging of the Sea, the Noiſe of the Waves, alli 
the Madneſs of 15 Poople. (V. „ 

I cauſe it to rain upon the Earth, and at my pleaſure I. iq 
the Bottles of Heaven. (Job 38. 26, 37.) \ 

I ſatuſie the deſolate and waſte Ground, and cauſe the Budi Ser 
the tender Herb to ſpring forth. (V. 27 8 

Ar my Command the Clouds drop ren, and the 2 

„and 5 thick, with Corn, that they laugh and {i *. (Pf. 5.8 
14, 14 | 


#7 Mix 
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HYMN II. 


0D # our Hope and Strength, a very preſent Help in 
Trouble. (Pl. 46. 1.) 4 


ie Hills be carried into the midſt of the Sea: (V. 2. ) 
Tho” the Waters thereof rage and ſwell, and tho" the Moun- 
int ſhake at the Tempeſt of the ſame. (V. z.) 


hide under the Shadow of the Almighty. (Pſ. 91. 1.) 
The Angel of the Lord tarrieth round about them that fear 
in, and delivereth them. (Pl. 34. 7.) 


phat put their truſt in him ſhall not be deſtitute. (V. 22.) 

0, fear the Lord, ye that are his Saints: For they that fear 
lim, lack, nothing. (V. 9.) 

0, taſte, and ſee how gracious the Lord 5 Bleſſed 5; the 
m that truſteth in him. (V. 8.) 


raiſe him, and viſiteth every thing living with Plenteouſneſs. 
pl. 65. 8.) | 

| He bringeth Food out of the Earth, and Wine that maketh 
Fad the Heart of Man, and Oyl to male him a chearful Coun- 


Ine; like as be alſo thy Thoughts which be to ur. ward. 
r 
| Every Day puts a new Song into my Mouth, and every 
; leal a Thanks-giving unto our God, 

Night enables me to go forth with my Labour, and Dark- 
ts recruits my exhauſted Spirits. 

Seed-time and Harveſt are the Gratuities of Heaven ; - 
nme and Hinter, the Revolutions of infinite Goodneſs. 


= Wh PRAYER 


Therefore will we not fear, tho" the Earth be moved, and th 
For whoſo dwelleth under the Defence of the Moſt High, ſhall 


The Lord delivereth the Souls of hu Servants 5 and all they 


| He maketh the Out-goings of the Morning and Evening " 


henance, and Bread to ſtrengthen Man's Heart. (PL. 104. 


1 0 Lord my God, great are the wondrous Works which thou baft 
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BW 


PRATER I. 


Almighty God, who ſeeſt that I have no Power of 
my ſelf to help my ſelf; keep me both outward) 
in my Body, and inwardly in my Soul, that! 
2d S. in Lent. may be defended from all Adverſities which 
may happen to the Body, and from all evil Thought; 
which may allault and hurt the Soul, thro: Jeſus Chrit 
my Lord. Amen. 


PRAYER II. 


5 O God, whoſe never-failing Providence ordereth al 

PS things both in Heaven and Earth; I humbly be. 
ſeech thee to put away from me all hurtful 
8. C. oft. Trin. things, and to give me thoſe things which be 
profitable for me, thro! Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 
Amen, TT 


caarf 


N * wept 


ch II | EP 51 | | 

RENE SZ e 
0 H A P. HI. ö 
Of HE ALTH; 


PSAL: 66.8. 
Tho holdeth our Soul in Life,---= 


MEDITATION: 
EALTH in it ſelf is ſo deſirable a Bleſſing, that 


I can never put too great a Value upon it, nor 
uſe too much Care and Diligence, in a legal 
way, for the acquiring and Preſervation of it. 
Health makes me eafie to my ſelf, chearful ro my Friend, 
| and ſerviceable ro my Countrey. It ſupports me under 
| Misforrunes, diſpoſes me to Study and Labour, gives 
the kgeeneſt Appetite and Reliſh to all the Enjoyments 
of Human Life, and prepares and qualifies me for a re- 
gular Attendance on Piety and Devotion. Better # the 
| Poor, being ſound and ſtrong of Conſtitutim, 
than a rich Man that h afflidted in his Body: pong * 
Health and a good Eſtate of Body are above all © * 
Cold, and a ſtrong Body above infinite Wealth, There is no 
| Riches above a ſound Body, and no Foy above the Foy of the 
Heart. 3 
Hur ſince this ineſtimable Bleſſing is the Gift of Hea- 
ven, and ordained for other Purpoſes than Chambering and 
Mantonneſe, and will ſpeedily be reſum'd upon the Abuſe 
and Miſ-application of it; it highly concerns me to look 
up thankfully to the Giver of my Strength, ro purſue the 
Ends of my Creator with Diligence and Sincerity, 
and to reflect frequently upon thoſe inevitable D 
| whic 
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$2 The Devout Sonl. Bock II 
which Time will bring upon the firmeſt and beſt-compad. 
ed Conſtitution: For fince Death is the general Entail 
upon Humanity, and the Way to Death is thro' an inny. 
merable Company of Diſeaſes, which are incident to Ele 
and Blood ; I cannot expect to be exempred from the 
Fate of my Fathers, or to enjoy ſuch a Portion of Heal:; 
as ſhould be no ways annoy'd or interrupted by Sick. 
neſs. ts ATI 
Ve Health which I am authoriz'd to wiſh and pray 
for, is ſuch a Soundneſs of Body and Mind, as may 


qualifie and enable me to tranſact thoſe ſpiritual and 


temporal Concerns, which are entruſted ro my Care and 
Management. | Es 

As lam a Servant to my God, and employ'd upon 
Earth only during his Pleaſure ; ſo I am entitul'd to ng 
other Abilities of Body, than ſuch as are requiſite and ap. 
plicable ro my Maſter's Service, and ſufficient ro ſuppor: a 
ſhort Reſidence, without too much Diſgrace and Moleſta. 
tion. A Freedom from Pain, is what I have no Con. 
miſſion to ask; and Length of Days is what my Maker 
may beſtow or with-hold ar his pleaſure. Bur ſuch a Por. 
tion of Time, as will enable me ro tranſact for Ererniy, 
is what the Promiſes of the Goſpel have enſur'd me in, and 
what a God of Veracity and Goodnels will never den 
me the Enjoyment of: For he would never have conde- 
ſcended to have made me at all, without a generous De. 
fign of making me Happy; neither would he have placd 
me in this World, to remove me out of ir, before he had 
given me ſufficient ſpace to diſpoſe and prepare my {eli 
for the intended Happineſs. 

He is not ſuch an auſtere Maſter, to expect Brick without 
Straw ; or to demand an Account of my Labour, betore 
the Time is expir'd for the accompliſhment of it. 

If he contracts my Days, he ſhortens my Services; 
and where is the Difference, (if I receive the promisd 
Wages,) whether I am calld from the Vineyard, either at 
the Sixth, the Ninth, or the Eleventh Hour? For bonoura- 

„ g ble Age 1s not that which ſtandeth in length 
1 time, nor that which u meaſured by Number o 


and unſpotted Life is old Age. He that 1j made perfect in 4 
ſhore time, fulfilleth a long time: For his Soul Pleaſe 
the 


Nears: But Wiſdom 1s the grey Hair unto Men, 


Part 
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ch iI. Of HEALTH 
he Lord; therefore haſteth he to to take him away ver 
from among the Wicked. 1 ; 

We are apt, I know, upon every triling Misfortune? 
to be queruious and uneaſie, and to think the ſmalleſt 
Pegree of Sickneſs an Hardſhip and Oppreſſion: Bur if 
we would uſe our Reaſon more, and indulge our Paſſions 
Jeſs, we ſhould readily acquit God, and condemn our 
Wes... 50 = 

Some Perſons indeed, of tough and robuſt Conſtituti- 
ons, will ſtruggle through thoſe Diſaſters, which may fall 
with a great deal of Violence upon more loft and feeble 
Natures. Theſe Men are, as it were, the Giants of our 
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| Generation, whoſe Bones are as ſtrong Picces 0 
Braſs, or like Bars of Iron; ſo that, in the Job 40. N8. 
Language of the Pſalmiſt, They are in no peril pl. 
of Death; but are luſty and vigorous : They come 


into no Mi fortune like other Folk, neither are they plagued like 5 


other Men. | | | e 
But notwithſtanding this ſeeming Inequality between 1 
Human Bodies, yet Idare aver, for the generality, that 1 
the Weakeſt of our Sex, (if he will bur compute his whole 99 
Life together,) will find reaſon to extol the Goodneſs of Hy 
God for the many Years of laſting Health, in compariſon bY 
to the few Interruprions of tranſitory Sickneſs. HY 
In fine, the moſt Infirm amongſt us has as much of the 1 
Bleſſing of Health, as is uſeful and convenient for him: THF 
And if he had more, it would, in all probability, admi- 1 
nter ro Debauchery, and lead the Poſſeſſer into ſundry „ 
and fatal Miſcarriages. 1 
1 
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54 The Devout Soul. Book II. 


Pp O E M. 
PS ATL M 3oth. Tranſated to Verſe 6th. 


T H E E, Mighty Lord, I ought to magnifie ; 


Thee, who en my humble Seat on High. 


. Thee, Thee, my {joyful Lips ſhall always praiſe, 


Who crown'{t with ſmiling Health my length'ning Days, 
My proſtrate Foes, a pregnant Theme afford, 
F: erde freſh Trophies ro my conqu'ring Lord. 


When Meager Sickneſs did my Life invade, 
To Thee, my burning Soul her Griefs diſplay'd, 


And from thy healing Hand, procur'd the wilh'd- for Aid, 


Once, I remember, on the Brink of Death, 
(Summon by Fate to quit this vital Brearh,) 


1 ſniev'ring ſtood, and view'd th' Infernal Shore, 
And heard the Damn 'd repine, and gnaſhing Demons roat: 

Juſt as my rowling Eyes were jofing l. 

| (Doom'd to the Darkneſs of eternal Night ;) 


ight, 


The Hands of Providence erect my Head, 
And ſnatch me from th Appartments of che Dead. 


For this, Ye 1 your tuneful Harps prepare; 
Ye, who with me the common Bleſſing ſhare, 
Wich one Conſent expreſs your Gratitude 


| In kind Remembrance of our bounteous God. 


1f he be wrath, tis like a Flaſh of Licht, 

No ſooner ſeen, but it forſakes the Sight: 
wow [miling Love unbends his frowning Brows, 
Gay Life returns, and boundleſs Pleaſure flows. 
rief, for a ſingle Night may keep the Sway; 

Bur Joy re- enters with the breaking Day. 


8 


i" 


ch. III. 07 H E A. L T H. — WS 


HY M N. I. 


N the hand f the Lord is the Soul of every living thing, and 

the Breath of all Mankind. (Job 12. 10.) 

O! Happy is the Man who has ſecur'd the Protection 
of Heaven, and is the peculiar Charge of a watchful 
providence. 

For God maketh fore, and bindeth up : "Hh woundeth, and 
* Hands make whole. (Job 5. 18.) 

He ſhall defend thee under his Vi inge, and thou ſha le be 


„ — _ 


ſafe under u Feathers : His Faithfulneſs and Truth, ſhall be 


thy Shield and Buckler. (P. 91. 4.) 
"He ſhall deliver thee in fix x Troubles ; 3 yea, in ſeven there 


ſpall no evil touch thee. (Job 5. 19.) 


Thou ſhalt not be afraid for any Terror by Night, nor fer the 
Arrow that flieth by Day; (PC. 91. 5.9 

For the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs, nor the Sick: 
neſs that deſtroyeth at Noon-day. (V. 6.) 

A thouſand ſhall fall beſide thee, and ten thou] od at thy. 


| right Hand, but it ſhall not come nigh thee. (A V. J.) 


Thou ſhalt be hid from the Scourge of the Tongue ; neither 


| ſoalt thou be afraid at Deſtruction when it comet h. V. 21.) 


At Deſtruction and Famine thou ſhalt laugh ; 10 ſhale 


thou be afraid of the Beaſts of the Earth. (V. 22.) 


For thou ſhalt be in league with the Stones of the Field, ad 


| the Beaſts of the Field ſhall be at peace with thee, ( V. 23.) 


Theſe, indeed, are not the common Operations of Pro- 


| vidence, nor he fixed Rules of proceeding. with Man- 
| kind, 


But they are what the Saints, upon ſome Bee 


; have experienc'd ; and what the Faithful, upon like Occa- 
| ions, may expect 


Part II. = HYMN 
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- HYMN Il n 
PHO! Health proceedeth from the Almighty, as the 
Firſt and Original Cauſe, and the Skill of the Phyſici. % 
an muſt be uſeleſs without his Approbation; 
Yer, there are ſome ſettled Methods by which Provi- 
dence prolongs Life, and it is in our Power to embrace or 


refule them, 
What Man is he that luſteth to live, and would fain ſee ( 
good Days ? (Pf. 34. 12.) | to 


Who is He that would wear out the Thread of Life I. 
gradually, and deſcend to the Grave in a full Age, like ara c 


Shock of Corn cometh in, in due ſeaſon? (Job 5. 26.) me 
Keep thy Tongue from evil, aud thy Lips that they ſpeak no m 
guile. (Pl, 34. 14.) | So 


Eſchew evil, and do good: Seek peace, and enſue it. (V. 15 ſel 
For they that obey and ſerve the Lord, * ſpend their day: WW 

in proſperity, and their years in pleaſures, (Job. 36. 11.) | 
The righteous ſhall hold on their way, and they that have WW © 

clean Hands, ſhall be ſtronger and ſtronger. (Ch. 17. 9.) | 
God has ordained Religion ro be our Happineſs, and 

adapted every Virtue to our Corporal Security. 1 C 


Bur Vice preys upon its own Voraries, and is a perpetual der 
Murderer of Life and Fortune. tha 
Exceſs of Meats bringeth Sickneſs, and ſurfeiting will tun kan 
into Choler. (Ecclus. 37. 30.) pro 
By ſurfeiting have many periſhed ; but be that taketh heed, WM bar 
prolongeth his days. (V. 31.) and 
For Abſtinence withdraws the Fewel Goth Diſeaſes, and if 


Temperance quells the Burnings of a Fever. 
Humility is a ſtanding Curb upon Pride and Revenge, 
and prevents the Duels and Murders of the Reſentful and 
Choleric. 
Diligence is like Mine to the Stomach, and Oil ro the Coun- 
tenance. | 
Ir firengthens every Joint and Nerve, and keeps the 
Wheels of the Machine in their regular Motion. 
Ic fills the Breaſts wich Milk, and moiſtens the Bones wit 
Marrow: (Job. 21. 24. 
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Ch. III. W HEALTH. 57 
It works round the Blood in its due Circulation, and 


expels the noxious Humours which Lazineſs has con- 
tracted. e 


RAT E R I. 


O CO, who haſt taught me, that no Chaſtiſement for the 
preſent is joyous, but grievous 3 and haſt promiſed, not 
to lay more upon me than lam ble to bear: I thank 
Thee for the Supports which thou haſt afforded me in 
this tranſitory Lite, and the ſeveral Intervals of Refreſh- 
| ment, by which thou haſt made the Days of my Pilgri- 
mage here, Eaſie and Delightful; and haſt prepar'd my 


Soul ro ſerve thee, with all Gratitude and Alacrity, thro? 


jeſus Chriſt my Redeemer. Amen. 


> 62 p RATE R I1.. 
God, the Author of Health and Sickneſs, and rhe 


Diſpoſer of both, for the furtherance of thy provi- 


| dential Deſigns; [I entrear thee to prevent the Ruin of 


that Conſtitution which thou haſt given me, by Intempe- 


| rance and Irregularity ; ſo that when my laſt Minutes ap- 
E proach, I may feed upon the comfortable Reflections of 
having ſerv'd Thee fairhfully in my Youth and Vigour ; 


| and may depart hence, in Hopes of enjoying Eternal 


| Life and Health in the Kingdom of my Saviour, Amen. 
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a Rr ooo i a oe: ASS 
CH Ap. IV. 
Of FRIE NDSHIP. 


PR O V. 18. 265 
There is a Friend that ſlicketh cloſer than a Brother, 


MEDITATION, 


"HERB is fo much Treachery and Perfidiouſneſ 
in this World, that nothing is more pernicions 
than a general Acquaintance, and nothing leſs 0 
be depended upon, than your common Friendſhips and 
Entertainments. Form has ſupplanted Truth, and Com. 

liments eat out the Bowels of Sincerity; Intereſt has 
cCancelbd the Ties of Nature, and Ambition put our own 

Fleſb and Bones at Variance. _ 

But ſtill it is ro be hop'd, that the Corruption i is not 0 
univerſal, but there may be ſome Faith left upon Earth, 
and rhat Men of Principles and Generoſity are to be found, 
who will mainrain a fair Correſpondence, and exchange 
good Offices with an inoffenſive Neighbour. 

* There is more Danger, I confeſs, of being imposd 
upon by contracting Friendſhip, than in other Affairs; 
becauſe the Qualifications lie deep, and the Smoothnels of 
the Lips, have oftentimes conceal'd a | Trayror in the Heart 
And from hence has proceeded variety of Inſtructions a. 
mongſt Moraliſis and Divines, concerning the Choice of a 
Friend, and Preſervation of an innocent and unguarded 


Man from the SRemprs of an intrigueing and malicious 


Wo. 14. 


Le 40" 


Ch. IV. Of Freindſbip. — 
Solomon and the Son of Sirach would have a Fiend to 
be no angry or furious Man, no Babler, or revealer of Secrets : 
Bur waving, till another Opportunity, theſe prudential 
Confiderations, which relate chiefly ro the Intereſt and 
Safery of Human Life ; I ſhall fix only upon Virtue, as the 
main Qualification of Friendſhip; and if I can but find 
this Foundation in any of my Intimate Acquainrance, I 
don't queſtion but to build a laſting Fabric upon it, and to 
reap many eminent Advantages, by ſo fortunate a Diſcovery. 
A virtuous Friendſhip, confin'd within a narrow Com- 
paſs, will be ſo far from abuſing our Time, or encroach- 
ing upon a Religious Retiremenr, thar it will accompany 
us to the Deſart, be aſſiſtant in our Solitudes, and preſent 
us with the moſt uſeful Subjects, for the Employment of 
| our Days. oo 
Man was deſign'd by his Original Conſtitution for a 
Heiable Creature, and the Exerciſe of Reaſon, and the Uſe 
| of Speech, were the Gifts of Infinite Wiſdom for the 
Diſcharge of that Noble End. 5 
The Almighty was pleas'd to declare at the Firſt Crea- 
| tion of Man, that it was not good for him to be Sen. 2 19. 
alone, and ſo immediately made him an Help- Ls 
meer and Companion to compleat his Happineſs. The Joys _ 
(it ſeems) which were granted him in the Garden of Eden, 
| vere not perfect, whilſt he remain'd in a Loneſome and 
| Solitary State; and Paradiſe ir ſelf was to receive an Ad- 
dition, by the Introduction of a Female Friend. 
{ Our Bleſſed Saviour, whilſt he continued here upon 
| Earth, thought fit to dignifie and ennoble Friendſhip by 
bis own Example, and to chuſe out a cer- john 18. 18. 
tain Number of Perſons, whom he ſtyl'd his 
Friends. 5 
| A great Part of the Joys of another World, (when our 
Natures ſhall be purify'd and refin'd,) is repreſented to 
us in Scripture, as conſiſting in the Bleſſed Society of 
| Saints and Angels, and in the Friendly Intercourſe of good 
| Offices, between the ſeveral Members of the Church. Tri. 
umphant. | 


138 
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T See the enſuing Poem, 
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60 The Devout Soul. Book 11. 
Now, if by the Practice of the Firſt born in Heaven, and 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, we would ſweeten this 
Valley of Tears, and convert Briars and Thorns into Roſes and 
Myrtiles; it mult be by the Introduction of Love, and the 
Improvement of Friendſhip. If the Body needs Support, 
the Mind Refreſhment, or the Conſcience Information, 
the moit probable Method of procuring Aſſiſtance, is by 
unboloming our Secrets, and diſcloſing our Grievances to 
ſome faithful and underftanding Perſon. Here Religion 
and Reaſon will both interpoſe, and by forming ſome ſta- 
ble Alliances, unite heartily for our Redreſs and Intereſt. 
For Friendſhip will be Compaſſionate in her Heart, Libe. 
ral with her Hand, Charitable in her Prayers, Faithful 
in her Counſels, and Zealous in her Sollicitations for the 
Indigent and Oppeſſed. —_ | 
If therefore, we have not ſufficient Strength of our 
ſelves, we muſt call in External Aſſiſtance, and by the 
Mediation of a Friend, tranſact and execute what we are 
not capable of doing in our own Perſons. It is a glorious 
Privilege of Friendſhip, that ir intitles us to another's 
Breaſt, and gives us the Freedom of Acceſs in all Diff 
culties and Emergencies ; and not only emboldens us to 
communicate our Joys, but to depoſit our Griefs in his 
Boſom, and to receive Alleviation of the One, as well as 
Addition to the Other, by his generous Counſel and Ad. 
vice. The Chriſtian Religion obliges us to Repoice with 
ä them that do Rejoice, and to Weep with them that 
Weep : And certainly, there can never be 4 
more glorious Opportunity of exerciſing this Sympathy 
and Compaſſion, than when the Hearts of Men are con- 
join'd and united together by the Sacred Bonds and Ties 
of Friencſhip : The Soul does then aflimilate and tranſ- 
form her ſelf into her Neighbour, and kindly takes the 
Weight of his Concerns upon her Shoulders, and the An- 
xiery of his Cares into her Breaſt, and in the ſeveral 
Turns and Paſſages of Life, is equally affected with her 
Loving and Beloved Fried. 
If we look into the ſurprizing Charities and Benefacti- 
ons of this Nation, we ſhall find moſt of them reducible 
to this exalted Principle of Friendſhip : Our Schools and 
Hoſpitals are endow'd out of a generous Love ro Man- 
8 Kind; and Our Founiations fer Learning, are ſo ma- 
N „ 6ʒÕ ep LOANS - 


Rom. 12. 15. 


ch. V. Of Friendſhip. *' 6x 
iy Friendly Acts both to the Souls and Bodies of the Indi- 
ent and Deſerving. | | £ 
” How often have we ſeen the Duties of Education per- 
ſorm'd by a Friend, and the Minds of Youth, (which 
lare been expos'd, as well as their Bodies, by their Earth- 
y Parents, ) ſeaſon d with good Principles, by ſuch as have 
undertaken the charitable Protection and Guardianſhip of 
em? . . 5 
4 Ar other times we have ſeen the Profligate reclaim'd, 
| the Obſtinate convinc'd, the Erroneous reduc'd, the Doubt- 
| ful confirm'd, and the Weak ftrengrhen'd ; and all by the 
Zealand Forwardneſs of ſome Sincere and Godly Friends. 
Let no Man therefore depend upon his own Sufficien- 
cy, nor by any Sullen Humour or Diſdainful Carriage, 
fight the Overtures of a Friend; but ler him honour him 
zs a Father, love him as a Brother, hearken to him as a 
| Monitor, adviſe with him as a Counſellor, and follow him 
as a Guide. 


| M Go RY 


4 Tranſlation of Part of the Sixth Chapter of EccLt- 
| SIASTICU from Verſe th, 30 Verſe 18th. 


| F Riendſhip, at Firſt, from mild Behaviour ſprung, 
And frequent Greetings from an Oily Tongue. 


| Peace may her Terms to all the World extend; 
But Secrets center in a ſingle Friend; 85 
Within whoſe breaſt the bolred Treaſure lies, 
Secure from Babling Tongues and Envious Eyes. 


| Would'ft thou in Sacred Friendſhip's Bonds unite, 
Ben't fond to Credit, haſty to Submit: 
By frequent Trials rhe Pretender prove, 

And let Experience tie the Knot of Love. 


This 


1 The Devout Soul. Book II 


This formal Sycophant his Zeal wou'd ſhow 
By fulſom Laughter, and a cringing BoW; 
But all his Kindneſs centers in himſelf ; 
He hates thy Perſon, and purſues thy Pelf. 


Ch.! 


Another ſour d, will ſoon thy Foe commence, 
Fir'd to Reſentment from a ſmall Offence: 
Then Secrets are divulg'd, and open Shame 
Blackens thy Credit, and degrades thy Name. 


It 

A Third would gladly thy Affections ſhare, down 

For Gen'rous Liquors, and Luxurious Fare. the 5 
A plenteous Table will ſuch Friends invite; I. 
Friends to a Feaſt, and Slaves to Appetite. I 
But ſee theſe Villains, (whoſe imperious Pride | the « 
Would o'er thy Servants, and thy Houſe preſide :) an! 
See, when the Storms of adverſe Fortune riſe, E 
And Sable Clouds o'er-ſpread rhe Morning-Skies; | of th 
The ſneaking Knaves from ſinking Greatneſs run, their 
Betray their Patron, or his Preſence ſnun. . 
8 | | | Ade 

On laſting Friendſhip would'ſt thou then depend, | 4. 
Let Reaſon ſpeak, and Prudence chuſe a Friend: | wang 
In his ſafe Breaſt thou may 'ſt thy Soul repoſe, F. 
Free from the Baſe Defigns of Flatt'ring Foes: Hon 
His Wholeſome Counſels are thy Strong Defence, lutic 
Props to thy Hope, and Guards of Innocence; EF, 
The Sacred Balm, which Sov'reign Aid conveys, bis f 
And chears with healing Arts thy ſickly Days. ; k 

| | | | Nes 

O Happy, Happy Man! whoſe Virtues find 0 
The laſting Treaſures of a Faithful Mind s | that 
Not India's Gems, or Ophir's ſhining Oar | Juſt 
Augment his Bliſs, or ſooth his Fancy more. | © 
This Sacred Gift obliging Heay'n imparts, | of ! 
By ſecret Inffence on obedient Hearts: 3 
God guides our Choice, the Perſons recommends; Hory 
Conſults our Int'reſt, and procures us Friends. | ö 0 
the | 


army 


ch. V. Of Friendſhip. 63 


HTMN I. 


Ebold how good and joyful a thing it is for Brethren to 
dwe I together in Unity. Pſ. 133. 1.) 

It is like the precious Ointment upon the Head, that ran 
| down unto the Beard, even Aaron's Beard, and went down unto 
the chirts of his Cloathing: (V. 2.) 

Like & = Ok of Hermon, which fel upon the Hill of 

on. 3 · 
te Converſation of the Upright, is a Refreſnment ro 
| the Soul, and the Lips of the Faithful diftil Sweetneſs like 
an Foney-Comb. 

Every one is enlighrned, which comes within the Verge 
| of their Acquaintance : Every one 1s ſupported, who wants 
their Aſſiſtance, _ 

| For à Friend loveth at all times, and a Brother is born for 
| adverſity. (Prov. 17. 17.) 

| 4s a Bird that wandereth from her Neſt, ſo is a Man that 
| mmdereth from his Place. (Ch. 27. 8.) 

| Friendſhip will correct his Levity, and confine bim at 
Home, and make him ſteady and conſtant to ſober Reſo- 
lutions. 

| Iron ſparpneth Iron; ſo a Man ſparpneth the Countenance of 
bis Friend. (V. 1). 

J Ointment and Perfume rejoice the Heart; ſo doth the ſweet- 

| neſs of a Man's Friend by hearty Counſels. (V. 9.) 

O, that I could enter into this Seraphic Alliance ! o. 

chat my Soul might be cemented to the Society of the 

. 

P o, that I were a Companion of all them that fear God, and 

| of Ay Fore that keep his Precepts. (Pl. 119. 63.) 

For I tremble at the Contagion of a bad Example; and 
| Horror hath taken hold upon me, becauſe of the Mi ched that 
| kezp not God's Law, V. 53.) 

My Talk ſhall be with the Wiſe, and my Communication in 

| tle Searutes of the 4 High, (Ecclus. 9 9. 15,) 


And 
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64. The Dewout Soul. | Book! 


h. V. 


And J am deſirous that Fuſt Men may eat and drink win 


me, and that my Glorying may be in the Fear of the Lys 
(V. 16 ) | | | | 


HYMN II. 


| LN GC 
. Friend cannot be known in Proſperity, and an Enemy cy, U po 
not be hidden in Adverſiiy. ¶ Ecclus. 12. 8.) Neight 
In the Proſperity of a Man, Enemies will be grieved; by; h Velfar. 
his Adverſity, even à Friend will depart. (V. 9) | Pehres 
Never truſt thine Enemy: For like as Iron rufteth, ſo is h ning 
 Wickedneſs. (V. 10.) re pourle 
J)50 he humble himſelf, and go crouching ; yet take good bel Wi Vildot 
and beware of him, (V. 11.) res an. 
An Enemy ſpeaketh ſweetly with his Lips, but in his Han eq 
be imagineth how to throw thee into a Pit. (V. 16.) 0 Pro 
Hie will Weep with his Eyes; but if he find Opportunity, He Poul. 
will not be ſatisfied with Blood. (Ibid.) , 
F Adverſity come upon thee, thou ſhalt find him there fir: 
. tho be pretend to help thee, yet ſhall he undermin: te, 
(V. 17.) 8 
He will ſhake his Head, and clap his Hands, and whiſꝓn f 
much, and change his Countenance. (V. 18.) 1 
A near, therefore, as thou can'ſt, gueſs at thy Neighbour, WW* '? 
and conſult with the Wiſe. (Ch. 9. 14.) „„ ebe 
Open not thine Heart to every Man, leſt he requite thee nit Wor! 
4 ſhrewd Turn. (Ch. 8. 19.) FT [ta Li 
Conſult not one that ſuſpeRet thee, and hide thy Counje! pradilt 
from ſuch as envy thee. (Ch. 37. 10.) | | port 


from him. (Ch. 22.25.) 

Forſake not an Old Friend; for the New. is not comparable ti 
him. (Ch. 9. 10,) ; 

A new Friend is as new Wine; when it is old, thou ſh: 
drink it with Pleaſure : (Ibid.) 

For his Advice will ripen with his Years, and Cr) 
Hairs will impart Underſtanding and Experience. 


But be not aſhamed to defend a Friend, neither hide thy Fac 


* 11 5 
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P. 47 651 


h. IV. Of Fr zendſhip. | 6 5 
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P RATE R I. 


7 God, who haſt plac'd me in a State of Dependence 

IU in this World, and made the good Offices of my 
Neighbour, in ſome Caſes, neceſſary for my Security and 
Welfare z be pleas d ro baniſh from my Breaſt all covetous 
Defires and mercenary Principles in contracting and main- 
zining of Friendſhip. Let the ultimate End of my Inter- 
courſe and Familiarity with Mankind, be to magnifie thy 
\idom and Goodneſs ; and ler the frequent Conferen- 
bes and Debares, between my ſelf and my moſt Intimate 
Aacquaintance, be ro diſcover the Beauties of Religion, and 
bo promote the Edification and Happineſs of our Immortal 
Kouls, Amen. | 
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Fountain of Mercies, and God of all Conſolations! 
FE Whom have I in Heaven but thee ; and whom can I de- 
Wire upon Earth in Compariſon of thee 2 Do thou direct my 
ESteps through a Faithleſs, Perfidious, and Tumultuous 
World; and after the Changes and Chances of this Mor- 
Ital Life are over, unite me more cloſely to thy ſelf in Pa- 
Eradiſe, and admit me to the indiſſoluble Friendſhip of my 
plorify'd Redeemer. Amen. 1 
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66 The Devout Soul. 


C H A P. V. | W 
Of RELIGION, . 


P S AL. 119. 16. 


19 deligbt my ſelf in thy Statutes : I will not Forget 
9 thy Words. 


MEDITATION. 


- S Reaſon is the Efſential and Diſtinguiſhing Part 
Man; fo Religion is the Happineſs and Perfection 

A of Reaſon. All thoſe lofty Encomiums and Chars 
&ers which are given to Wiſdom by Fob and Solomon, and 
which were afterwards copy'd out by the Apocryphal Wii. 
ters, and make the brighreſt and moſt beautiful Scenes in 
their Works, are in a ſtrict and literal Meaning applicable 


to Religion. Here the Metaphor is never ſtrain'd, nor the 1 
Words too Sublime for the Senſe: Sapphire and Onyx are i 
bur Trifles to Religion, and bur very faintly repreſent het N 
Value and Dignity: Her Price 4 above Rubies, and the 8 
Tophaz of Ethiopia cannot equal her: Gold, in Te 

Job 28.18.19, reſpeR of her, is as a little Sand; and Silver ſal WW 8 
Wiſd. 7. 9. be counted Clay before ber. The Pleaſantneſs f W 00 

| her Ways lead tothe Houſe of God, and the 

Peace of her Paths delight the Traveller at his Journey's End. I i 


Her Rigbt Hand commandeth even IJime it 


* * ſelf, and hath the Diſpoſal of Length of Do, | bt 
aaäländ a good Old Age: Her Left Hand take 
hold of Riches and Honour, and beſtows Crowns and Scep. in 


0: 


ters upon all her Voraries. 


ch. V. Of RELIGION © 657 
Oh! Bleſſed are they that attend to this Religious V 
um, and bow their Ears to Underſtanding. 
Bleſſed are they that improve the Opportunities 
of Spiritual Knowledge, and by no Refractory or Perverſe 
Humours choak the Seeds of Virtue which are implanted 
in the Soul, or ſtifle the ſweer Influence of the Almighty's 
Favour. _ | 
When I conſider that the Goſpel may be hid to thoſe that 
are loſt, and that many Thouſands ar this pre-. I 
ſent Time fit in the Regions of Darkneſs, and . 
in the Shadow of Death, J am in perfect Rapture and Aſto- 
niſament at the Goodneſs of God, for eſtabliſhing his Truth 
in my Native Countrey, and fixing me in the Communion 
of an Orthodox Part of rhe Catholick Church. The Igno- 
fance of lome, the Superſtition of others, and the Prophane- 
neſs of the Generality of Mankind, is what I am to La- 
ment and Pray againſt : But the Government of my own 
Sol is my principal Concern, and the Privileges I am poſ- 
ſels d of, ſhould be the ſtanding Theme of my Gratitude 
| and Adoration, The Talent is now in my Hands, and the 
| High Prize of a Glorious Eternity within View: It is in 
my own Power to be Eaſie here, and Happy hereafter ; 
| and what is moſt of all remarkable, this Eaſe and Happineſs 
| does nor depend upon the Performance of any Rigorous 
Impoſitions, any Auſtere and Impracticable Duties; but in 
| Believing according to Truth, and Acting agreeably to Right 
| Reaſon, and rhe clear and impartial Suggeſtions of Unpol- 
| lured Nature. „ 
Under theſe reſtraining Expreſſions of Rzght Reaſon and 
| Unpolluted Nature, I would willingly carry up my Thoughts 
to our Primitive State of Innocence, as well as the later 
| Renovation of our Minds, by the ſanctifying Influence of 
| God's Holy Spirit; and fo guard againſt ſome prevailing 
{ Teners of this preſent Age, which would aſcribe roo much 
| to Human Reaſon, and detract from rhe Dignity of the 
| Goſpel, and the Neceſſity of a Redeemer. 1 
| [I muſt confeſs, that J am not more concern'd at any one 
| thing, than the Extravagant Encomiums which are made 
upon Natural Religion, in prejudice to Sublimer Ordinan- 
ess, and the more Important Diſcoveries of Divine Reve- 
lation : For tho*' I would be as Charitable as poſſible ra 
the Heathen World, and make all due Allowances for rhe 
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& The De vous Soul Bock N 
Improvement of our Rational Faculties; tho' I Would 
think honourably of the Philoſophers and Wiſe Men of An. 
tiquity, and can never peruſe their Diſcourſes without 
Rapture and Admiration; yer I can't be ſo injurious ag 
to draw a Parallel between Ariſtotle and Moſes, or to fer 
the Dialogues of Plato upon an equal Footing with the 
Epiſtles of Saint Paul. 5 | 
Bleſſed Lord! That Mortal Man ſhould ever be ſo con. 
ceired and pragmatical, as to ſer up himſelf in defiance 
of his Maker; and ſhould arrive to ſuch an hardned De. 
gree of Blaſphemy, as to play Reaſon againſt Faith, and in. 
troduce Nature to confront Grace. Lord! That we ſhould 
ever live in an Age, when the Vain-glorious Death 
of a Philoſopher, is made to vie with the Martyrdom of 2 
Saint, and the Forgeries of Apollonius are brought in Com- 
petition with the Miracles of our Saviour. 2 
Mere thoſe Men, who make ſuch Boaſts of Nature, re. 
markable for ſtricter Purity and higher Attainments than their 
| Neighbours, we might think more honourably of their Pre. 
rentions, and be with greater Eaſe inveigled into their Par- 
ties and Cabals; bur ſince the Freedom they plead for, is 
to gratifie their Luſts, and the Life which they lead, more 
reſembles a Swine than an Angel; we have Reaſon to 
conclude them Agents for Satan, rather than Patrons of 
Liberty, and more the Off-ſpring of Darkneſs, than the (Mil. 
dren of Light. Where, alas! is that Original Righteouſneſi 
which was the Portion of our Firſt Parents 2 Where is that 
perfect and unerring Obedience, which was the Indiſpenſible 
Condition of the Firſt Covenant? Where are the Natural 
Inclinations and Tendencies towards Good? Where is 
the Strength and Ability to encounter with Evil? Tell ne 
his Name, or his Son's Name, upon whom Nature has be- 
ſtow'd any of the fore-menrion'd Graces and Endowments, 
and I will turn as great an Advocate for Natural Religion, 
as any Deiſt or Socinian in the Kingdom: But to give up 
the poor Remains of my Reaſon without ſufficient Evi- 
dence, and co boaſt of Strength, when I am encompaſs'd 
with Weakneſs, argues both Stupidiry and Pride, and be- 
ward my Folly and Preſumption at the fame time Fact 
and Experience are againſt all ſuch empty and vainBoaſters; 
and the Miſcarriages of every Day, ſpread Bluſhes and 
Confuſion over my Countenance, and ſadly convince 
| me 


me at what a vaſt Diſtance I am ſeared from Perfecti- 

Hear, therefore, the Concluſion of the whole Matter: Na- 
ture, fince the Fall, is a Corrupt and Degenerate Principle, 
the Light of the Underſtanding is Eclips'd, the Rectitude 


of the Will is Diſtorted, and the whole Bent of the Aﬀe- 


ions is turned towards Evil. Tis Revelation that deter- 
mines the Extent of our Duty; 'tis Inſpiration that il- 


luminates the Minds of Men, and the Operations of the 


Spirit, which purge and ſanctiſie the Heart. 
P O R M 
A Paraphraſe on the Sixth Ps A L. It. 


N 
Lord! tho? I deſerve thy Rod, 
Let not thy Stormy Anger riſe; 
| Bur Mild and Gentle, like a God, 
Like a Kind Father, me Chaſtiſe. 


> 
| Confider that my tortur'd Mind 
| Thy vengeful Fury can't endure 5 


And let thy tender Mercy find 
| The ſofreſt Means t' effect my Cure. 


f 111. 

| Releaſe my Soul from Slavery; | 
Forget thy Rage, Forgive my Crimes; 
Let a kind Act of Amneſty 
Cancel the Deeds of Former Times. 


1 IV. 
Horror and Darkneſs ſeize the Grave; 
And tho' thy Veng ance bid me die, 
Ihou in my Death no Praiſe can'ſt have, 


No Glory in my Miſery. 
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70 Tube Devout Soul. 


8 
Then give me Space, and let me Live 
To make thy Boundleſs Praiſes known ; 


And let my future Acts retrieve 
All the paſt Miſchief I have done. 


VI. 
Inceſſant Groanings do proclaim 
The bitter Anguiſh of my Heart; 
Nor can my weary'd Limbs ſuſtain 
The Weight that's laid on ev'ry Part; 


| by 
The Day in Penance I conſume, 
With Duſt and Aſhes on my Head ; 


And when the Night and Darkneſs come; 


With Floods of Tears I waſh my Bed. 


VIII. 
My Viral Spirits float away, 


My weeping Eyes with Grief are ſpent ; 


And whilſt my Strength and Life decay, 


My Feet are grown more prevalent. 


IX. 
But now, ye Rebels, now depart, 
Ye, who ſo proudly ſcoff ar me; : 
Th' Almighty takes th' . s part; 
And helps the Soul in Miſery. 


X. 
My moving Accents have convey d 
My Grievances to God above; 
His Mercy heard me when I pray'd, 
And He relieyd me in his Love, 


Mm 
bl 


ch. v. Of RELIGION 51 


H T M N I. 


2 # the principal thing ; n ger Miſdom; and 

with all thy getting, get Underſtanding. (Prov. 4. 7.) 
The Acceſs to her Preſence is not difficult, nor the At- 

tendance ar her Court, ſlaviſh and fatigueing. 


Mhoſo ſeeketh her early, ſhall have no great Travel; for he 


ſhall find her fitting at hs Doors. (Wild, 6. 1). 


Tea, ſhe goeth about ſeeking ſuch as are worthy of her, ſhew- 


eth her ſelf favourably unto them in the Ways, and meeteth 
them in every Thought. (V. 16.) 

The very Perfection of Miſdom 1 the Fear of the Lord, 
ond 64 depart from Evil, is the trueſt Underſtanding. (Job 
28. 28.) 


A lively Faith is the only Merit of a Scholar, and a 


regular Practice the Beauty of a Chriſtian. 
O! Grant me thy Favour, O Lord, and I ſhall be Miſe fur 


my ſelf; ; admit me to thy e and I ſhall be Honoura- 


ble in my Generation. 


For the Memorial of Virtue is 3 a it is known 


with God and with Men. (Wild. 4. 1.) 

For when it is preſent, Men take Example at it; and when 
it is gone, they deſire it. (V. 2.) 

Virtue weareth a Crown, and triumpheth for ever, h 3 got- 
ten the Victory, ſtriving for unde filed Rewards. (Ibid.) | 

By means of tr Her | ſhall enrich my Poſterity, and leave 
bebind me an Everlaſting Memorial, to them that come __ 
me. (Ch. 8. 13.) 
By means of Her, 1 ſhall obtain Immortality, and reign 
with the Tuſt 1 in the Gity of Ged. | 
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The Devout Soul. | Book II. 


HT MN II. 


ti are thoſe that are undefiled i in the Way, and walk in 
the Law of the Lord. (Pf. 119. 1.) 
Bleſſed are they that obſerve his Teſtimonies, and ſeek, him 
with their whole Heart. (V. 2.) 
O]! Keep Innocency, and take heed to the thing that is right 
For that ſhall bring a Man Peace at the laſt. (Pl. 37. 38.) 

As for the Tranſgreſſors, they ſhall periſh _—_— and the 
End of the Ungodly is, They ſhall be rooted out. (V. 39.) 


But the Salvation of the Righteous cometh of the Lord ; who 


is alſo their Strength, in the time of Trouble. (V. 40.) 

And the Lord ſhail ſtand by them, and ſave them: He ſhall 
deliver them from the Ungodly, and ſhall ſave them, becauſe 
they put their Truſt in him. (V. 41.) 


O ſhut not up my Soul with the Sinners nor ny Life with 


the Blood-thirſty. (Pl. 26. 9.) 
Let me not dwell with vain Perſons, nor have any fellowſhip 
with the Deceitful. (V. 4.) 

For I have hated the Congregation of the Wicked, and will 
not fit among the Ungodly. (V. 5) 
Deal bountifully with thy Servant, that I may live, and keep 
25 Word. (Pl. 119. 17.) 

Open thou mine Eyes, that I may behold wondrous thing out 
of thy Law. V. 18.) 


O, waſh mine Hands in Innocency, O Lord ! And ſo will 1 


approach with Reverence to thy Holy Altar. (Pf. 26. 6.) 
Then ſhall my Feet ſtand right, and I will praiſe the Lord in 
the Congregations. (V. 12. 
My Lips ſhall utter the Voice of thankſgiving, and my 
Soul ſatiate her ſelf with che Beauty of Holineſs. 


PRAYER 


Of RELIGION. 8 


P RATE R I. 


Almighty God, who ſheweſt to them that be in Errour, 
the Light of thy Truth, to rhe intent that they may 
return into the Way of Righteouſneſs; Grant 
to me, that am admitted into the Fellowſhip of 1 Ear. 
Chriſt's Religion, that I may eſchew thoſe i 

Things that are contrary to my Profeſſion, and follow all 
ſuch Things as are agreeable to the ſame, thro' my Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, 


PRAYER II. 


[08D of all Power and Mighr, who art the Author and 
Giver of all Good Things; Graft in my Heart the 
Love of thy Name, Increaſe in me True Reli- . 
gion, and nouriſh me with all Goodneſs ; and 8.7. afi,Trin, 


of thy ow Mercy, keep me in n the lame, throꝰ Jeſus Chriſt 


The End of the SzcoxnD Boor, 
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Of God 5 Particular | Favours. to Mankind 
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Of God's Love to Man, 


—— x 
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PSAL:. 145: 9: 


The 1 is loving t0 every Man. 


MEDITATION. 
/ : O account for the Inequality of Rewards and Pu- 


niſhments, and vindicate the Juſtice of Prov1- 
dence in afMicting the Righreous, and proſpering 

the Wicked in this World, is what has mightily exercis'd 
cke Pens of Cajuiſes, and rais d a great deal of Duſt in 
| the 
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ch. IJ. 


the Schools of Divinity. But methinks, this Controverſie 
would not be ſo puzzling and intricate, if we did not 


form too Raſh and Haſty a judgment, concerning the Oc- 


cupiers of Virtue and Vice, bur would Impartially conſider 
what little Foundation the beſt Man living has to juſtifie 
himſelf, and what leſs Occaſion to cenſure his Neighbour. 
For if all are become abominable in their Doings, 


| | F200 hs” "i 
and there is none that doth good, no not one; 


Then the Sufferer muſt hang down his Head before his 
judge, and never complain of the Severity of Puniſhment: 
Or if, on the other hand, our Heavenly Creator is nor 


accountable ro his Creatures, and the Supream Lord of 
the Univerſe, may do what he will with his 
own; then the Current may flow into any 
Channel, and the Overflowings of rhe Waters make Glad 
any Land or City, according ro the Almighty's Pleaſure. 
Who art thou, therefore, O Man, that replieſt againſt God ? 


Matt. 20. 18. 


Where is the Meritorious Sufferer, that can boaſt of his 


Injuries > Where is the Complainant that can make any 


Proof of his Allegations againſt the Juſtice and Goodnels | 


of Heaven? _ Vo 
When Tlook as far as Ican into the Remonſtrances 
of Mankind, and judge of their Validiry, by my own 
particular Knowledge of thoſe that dwell round about me: 
When I confider how little the Beſt of us deſerve, and 
how much the Worſt of us enjoy; how Lame and Super- 


ficial our moſt exact Performances are, and yer how Emi- 
nent our preſent Rewards, and how Tranſcendenr our fu- 


ture Expectations : When, I ſay, I conſider all this, my 


Choler riſes, and my Indignation boils, and I cry our, 


Let God be True, and every Man living a Har: Let the 


Mouth of the Clamorous aad Diſcontented be ſtopp'd, and 


the Lips of the Humble and Meek, proclaim the indul- 
gence and Generoſity of God. De 
Man was always the Favourite of Providence, and the 
Univerſe was created for his Support and Maintenance: 
If he is at any time depriy'd of the Heavenly Donation, 
tis Ingratitude which occaſions the Exemprion, and Sin 
which brings him under an Incapacity of Enjoyment : For, 
generally ſpeaking, all the Difpenſations of God are for 


Good; and the Deity it ſelf, (in the Language of the Re- 
man Orator,) ſeems purpoſely form'd for the Uſe and 


. T-4-: Benefit 


Of God's Love to Man. 575 
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76 . The Devout. Soul. Bock III. 


Benefit of Mankind. The Formation, indeed, of a Dejy, 
looks like too bold a Metaphor to us Chriſtians, Who ac. 
knowledge an Uncreate and Eternal Godhead ; bur the 
Expreſſion is ſtil] warrantable, as it exhibits to us che com- 
municative Goodneſs of God, and that ſteady Rectitude 
of Mind, by which he goes on, bleſſi ng and proſpering the 


Works of his own hands. 


As God is the common Father of all Mankind, ſo there 


are ſome conſtant Marks of his Paternal Goodneſs, which 


deſcend upon every one of his Off-ſpring ; for he maketh 
his Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth Ruin 
on the Juſt and on the Unjuſt. Nature has an Univerſal 
Command to Increaſe and Multiply ; and the Fruits and 
Products of it, are to fill our Bellies with Food, and our Heart 


wit / Gladneſs.. 


Seneca very juſtly aſſerts, Thar we cannot propoſe t to 
85 our ſelves a more glorious Example, than That of 
** the Almighty, who neither needs nor expects any thing 
from us; and yer, he is continually ſhow ring down, 
% and diſtributing his Mercies and his Grace among us; 
“not only for our Neceſſities, but for our Delights: As, 
6c Fruits and Seaſons, Rain and Sun-ſhine, Veins of Water 

* and of Merals; and all this to rhe Wicked, as well as 
« to the Good; and without any, other End, than the 
common Benefit of the Receivers.” The Generouſnels 
of the Diſtribution, as well as the Quality of the Gifts 


_ themſelves, recommend the ſurprizing Goodneſs of God, 
and call for the grateful Acknowledgment of his Depen- 


dent Creatures, Were the Number of the Divine Fa- 
vours few, and their Value inconſiderable; were they 
diſpens'd only upon particular Occaſions, and their Con- 
rinuance with us, ſhort and precarious ; there might be 
ſome Plea for the deadnels of our Devotions, or atleaſt, 
the ſlack'ning of the Ardour of our Praiſes : But fince tlie 
Bleilings are as conſtant and permanent as their Author, and 
the [Influence of them as regular and univerſal as D 
and Night, as Summer and Winter; ſince, not only th? 
Revolution of the Heavenly Bodies, but che Situation ol 
the Earth and Sea, and the daily Supplies of Food and 
Raiment, are no les than Miraculous an and 1 . 
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7 To. le Nan. peer. 


c I. Of God's Love to Man. yy 
How can we Ear or Drink, how can we tread upon the 
Ground, or look up to the Skies, without conſidering 
whoſe Vaſſals we are, and by whoſe Alms and Charity we 
(ubſift 2 Oo 

"'W hat Reaſon canſt thou have, O my Soul, to complain 
in the midſt of Plenty? How canſt thou fir fighing and 
repining, in a World furniſh'd with Variety of Objects to 


caviſh every Senſe; and gratifie every Deſire? If thoſe. 


Favours cannot attract thy Aﬀections, O perverſe and un- 
grateful Man! Caſt an Eye inward, and ſurvey thy ſelf, 


and thou wilt ſoon be convinc'd of the Mercy and Bene- 
fcence of thy Heavenly Father: Every Paſſage of thy Life 


will ſet before thee ſome admirable Turns of his Provi- 
dence, and ſuprizing Inſtances of his Goodneſs. Has not 
God endu'd thee with the right Uſe of thy Reaſon, and gi- 
yen thee the Opportunity of improving it by a good Edu- 
cation? Has He nor been as liberal ro Thee in the Gra- 
ces and Perfections of thy Body, as ro other Men, and fur- 
niſh'd thee with all Conveniences for the Support and Pro- 
longation of Human Life? VVV 

But ſuppoſing there ſhould be a Deficiency in any of 
theſe Inſtances: Has nor God made ſufficient Compenſa- 
tion by the Redundancy and Over-flowings of his Goodneſs 


in other Particulars 2 Thou art ſtill a Man and a Chriſtian, an 


adopted Son of God, and the Heir Apparent of Immortality. 
is viſible to all the World, that thou muſt have a Share 
in the ſtanding and ſettled Bleſſings of Providence, whe- 
| ther they be Spiritual or Temporal ; and thou thy ſelf arr 
| the moſt proper Judge of the many particular Favours 


and ſecret Obligations, by which the Divine Love hath 


| endear'd it (elf ro Thee. Theſe are Subjects for thy com- 
pos'd Thoughts and retir d Meditations, and ſhould be thy 
| conſtant Employment in thy Cloſer, and the daily Theme 
| of thy Praiſe and Gratitude, 1 5 
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D! D God the Scepter like a Tyrant ſway, 
Where Force conſtrains the Subject to obey : 
Were his Delight in Cruelty and Blood, 

And his fole Will the Rule of Right and Good; 
There might, Audacious Man! be ſome pretence 
Jo form Complaints of Wrong and Violence. 


But boundleſs Pow'r with harmleſs Love is joyn'd, | 
7 And Fuſtice by ſweer Clemency confin'd. 
| 7 When ſtern and angry Veng ance would engage 
"tt Ihe direful Efforts of Almighty Rage; 
. Kind Mercy interpoſing, skreens the Foe, 85 


. And with her friendly Alms diverts the falling Blow E 
6 With Cords of Love ſhe binds th' Almighty's Hands; 0 „ 
Cf | Revokes his Threats, and cancels his Commands. Hands 
5 Her ſmiling Looks his Fury can aſſwage; Top 
9 Blunt all his Thunder, and diſarm his Rage; beser: 
[OM And make devouring Lightning's Flames appear, K 
= Like the calm Flaſhes of the Lambent Fire. Ls 
7 She viſits captive. Souls in Miſery, _ 5 = 
And ſets the ſentenc'd Malefactor free. | 10 
Like Sol, from Eaſt, ro diſtant Weſt ſhe's hurl'd, 13 
And travels the wide Circuit of the World- Ning 
= Like Sol, ſhe does her quick'ning Heats diſperſe ; 77 
bt To th' utmoſt Limits of the Univerſe, ou 
Tho' Wiſdom and Omnipotence uphold ._ ago 

This ſpacious Frame; Tis Mercy, like the Soul, N 


Runs thro' each Part, and actuates the whole, 
To Mercy's Rules God will his Actions ſuit, 
(Mercy, his darling and prime Attribute: 


„1 Of God's Love to Man. 79 
Nor can obſequious Man his Maker pleaſe, 
leſs his Deeds are merciful like hn. 


Let, therefore, thoſe who Pagan Gods adore, 
heir Altars ſtain with Streams of Human Gore: 
let the beſotted Father's trembling Arms 

he tender Off-(pring of his Body rhruſt, 

( curſed Victim to devouring Flames!) 

' appeaſe revengeful Molech's barb'rons Luſt. 

ſe, who are govern'd by a diff'rent Sway, 

\nd the mild Laws of Chriſtian Love obey, 

Muſt not preſume to ſooth our angry Gd 

Bj the dear Purchaſe of our Brother's Blood. 


HYMN I. 


| F EEK not Death in the Errour of your Life; and pull 
O nt upon your ſelves Deſtruction with the Works of your 
Hande. (Wild. 1. 12.) 5 
For God made not Death, neither hath he pleaſure in the 
beſtruction of the Living, (V. 13. is 
| God made Man upright ; but they have found out many 
Unentions, (Eccleſ. 3. 29. . 
| He created all things, that they might have their Be- 
Ling, and the Generations of the World were healthful. 
(Widd. 1. 14.) | 3 „5 
| And their is no Poiſon of Deſtruction in them; nor the 
EKinpdom of Death upon Earth. (Ibid.) 
| But ungodly Men with their Works and Words called it 
„ them, and by an audacious Rebellion forfeited Para- 
ET EL 8 
But Righteouſneſs is ſtill immortal, and Plenteous Redemp- 
tion ſhall be the Inheritance of the Obedient. (V. 15.) 


For 
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I.) hou diſtributeſt thy Favours to thoſe that petition for 
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By The Devout Soul. Bock III 


For thou, Lord, wilt give thy Bleſſing to the Upright, an, Bl 
with thy favourable Kindneſs wilt thou defend him as wick fect! 
Shield. (PL. 3. 13. ; T 

Lord, what is Man that thou haſt ſuch reſpect unto him din 
or the Son of Man that thou ſo regardeſt him? (Pr, 10 by 
1. 1440 ,,, 

3 11. is Man that thou ſhouldſt magnifie him? And 11, freſ 
thou ſhouldſt ſet thine Heart upon bim? (Job 7. x71.) E 

And that thou ſhouldſt viſit him every Morning, and try ain 
every Moment? (V.18.) 5 Ti 

Alas! there is nothing meritorius in Duſt and Aſhe; . Plent 
nothing attractive in pollured Nature. "= 

And yet thou haſt made us a little lower than the Argen when 
and crowned our Heads with Glory and Honour, (Pl. 8. 5,) Am 

Thou haſt kept us as the Apple of thine Eye, and hid us under Fo 

the Shadow of thy Wings. (Pl. 17. 8.) Dale 

Thou compaſſeſt our Path and our Lying down, and art ac. n 

quainted with all our Mays. (Pl. 139. 3.) | 
Thy Hand conducts us on the Wings of the Morning, and 1a 
thy right 8 holds us in the uttermoſt Parts of the Ses. ** 
V, 9. 10) e 5 | 
a Providence pitches her Tent round our Habitation, and n 
Mercy beſets us behind and before. (V. 5.m | thou 

Angelic Guards have the Care of our Perſons, and 0 
the whole Hoſt of Heaven are ſollicitous for our Hap % 
pineſs. „„ | By 


Fg u . 


HOU, O Lord, art our Father and Redeemer ; and th 
Name is from everlaſting. (Iſ. 63. 16.) | | 
Doubtleſs, Thou art our Father, tho* Abraham be ignorant r 
us, and Iſrael acknowledge us not. (Ibid.) 1 


them; and thy Spirit helps the Infirmities, and aſſiſts the 
Weakneſles of fincere Petitioners, | 

Our very Father and Mother may forſake us, and our Friena! 
and Acquaintance ſtand afar off, (Pl. 27. 12.) 


But 


Ch. I. Of God's Love to Man. 81 


Bur when the Bonds of Nature are diſſolv'd, and the Af- 
tions of Humanity extinguiſh'd, —- 

Thy Heart is turned within thee, and thy tender Mercies and 
(mpaſſions fail not, (Hoſea 11. 8.) 

Behold, as the Eyes of Servants look unto the Hand of their 
rels ? (PC. 123. 2.) | | | | | | 
Even ſo the Eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord, and thou gi- 
wi them their Meat in due ſeaſon. (Pl. 14.5. 15.) | 

Thou openeſt thy Hand, and filleſt all things living with 
plenteonſneſs. (V. 16.) 


in? (Wiſd. 11. 21.) 1 PE 
For the whole World before thee is as a little Grain of the 


unn upon the Earth. (V. 22.) 

But thou haſt mercy upon all: For thou canſt do all things, 
end winkeſt at the Sons of Men, becauſe they ſhould amend. 
13.) 


thou had ſt hated it. (V. 24. 
Vill? Or been preſerved, if not called by Thee? (V. 25.) 


| But thou ſpareſt al; for they are thine, O Lord, thou Pro- 
ter of Men, and Lover of Souls, (V. 26.) 


"is 


Maſters, and the Eyes of a Maiden unto the Hand of her Mi- 


For Thou, O Lord, canſt ſhew thy great Strength at all times 
when thou wilt; and who may withſtand the Power of thy 


Balance ; yea, as 4 _ of the Morning-Dew that falleth 


por thou loveſt al things that are, and abhorreſt nothing which 
hun baſt made: For never wouldſt thou have made any thing, if 


Or how could any thing have endured, if it had not been 
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God the Father of Heaven, and our munificent Benef,q, 
here upon Eazrth ; I admire the daily Continuan 
and plentiful Diftriburion of thy Favours, notwithſan, 
ing the Perverſeneſs and Ingratitude of the Receiver 
Lord! I have been of the Number of thoſe, who hay 
waxed fat, and kicked at thy Goodneſs ; and with Sham 
and Confufion of Face, I look back upon my former Dif 
bedience, and heartily acknowledge my own Unwort 
neſs to gather up ſo much as the Crumbs under thy Tabl. 
Lord! Rectifie my Obſtinacy, and humble my Pride 
Pour the Spirit of Love and Thankfulneſs into my Hean 
and let me receive thy future Favours with Humility, an 
uſe them with Temperance; and impute all the Succe 
and Proſperity of this Life, and the Hopes and Promiſes o 
Immortality, to the All- ſufficient Merits of my Eternal R 
deemer. Amen. . 


will 


1 Bt 

OE ST Hg Wy arts, 

P R AT E R IL . 

\ God, who haſt prepared for them that love rhee, ſu tog 


good things as paſs Man's Underſtanding ; pour in cten 

$. 6. aft. Tr. m) Heart ſuch Love towards thee, that I ffic 
ving thee above all things, may obtain thy Pr 
miſes, which exceed all that I can deſire, thro' Jeſus Chil 
my Lord. Amen. | rat 


I. v5 


E W DA TDA SDA e 
Of the Structure of an Human Body, 
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PSAL 139. I3- 


will give Thanks unto Thee, for I am fearfully ind wonder- 
| fully made. | = 


MEDITATION. 


AN has not only the Preference to other Crea- 
rures, by the Reaſonableneſs of his Nature; bur 
ſeems eminently diftinguiſh'd by the Make of 

is Body, and deſervedly triumphs in the Variety of his 

arts, and rhe Comelineſs of his Features. What a 

Proportion of Members, what an Harmony of Linea- 

ments, what Exactneſs of Shape and Figure, are united 

together in this little Fabrick of Humaniry 2 Every. 
crew and Pin, every Juice and Humour has its diſtinct 

Vice 5 every Atom has both irs Uſe and Beauty; every 

rtery and Vein is the Channel of Circulation, and con- 

es a gentle Heat to preſerve, and lively Spirits to invi- 
orate Human Life. The whole Compoſition of the Body 

þ ſo exquiſitely Nice and Commodious, as to beſpeak a 

pad for its Inhabitant, rather than a Mortal: And this 

t1ghr be the reaſon why ſome of the Pagan Philoſophers 
dere ſo tranſported with the Perfection of their own Spe- 
ties, that they would allow no other but Human Shape to 
heir very. Deities. Perhaps this Opinion might ſpring 


__ a 


22 — 


il de Nat, Deors 


A? [ 


from 


84 The Devout Soul. Book III 
from ſome Tradition of Scripture, which aſſerts our MI 
Sen. 1. 26, #0 be in the Image, and after the Likeneſ; af 

-_ __., God: For. although this Image or Likeneſs is 
not confin'd ro the outward Shape, yet we muſt acknoy 
ledge ſomerhing Extraordinary and Supernatural in th 
very Compoſition of the Body: The Clay ſeems to be 
more finely moulded and remper'd for the Divine Signature 
and Impreſſion, and Life rakes a greater Pleaſure in run. 
ning thro' rhe Veins of Man; and Beauty puts on all 
her Airs to bask in his Countenance. See in what Pomp 
and Grandeur this new Regent of rhe Earth comes from 
the Hands of his Maker: See with what Port and Majeſty 
he travels thro' the Univerſe, and receivesthe Homage and 

Submiſſion of all ſublunary Creatures. His Eyes are point. 
red towards the Works of Creation and Providence, his 
Heart is fix'd in the poſture of Adoration, and his Conn: 
tenance is erected to the Contemplation of Heaven. 


Pronaque cum ſpectent animalia cetera terram ; © 
Ot homini ſublime dedit, cœlumque tuers 

Fuſſit, & erectos ad ſidera tollere vultus. 
EE 3s Ovid, Mer. lib. 1, 


Thus while the mute Creation downward bend 

Their Sight, and ro their Earthly Mother tend; 

Man looks aloft, and with erected Eyes 

Beholds his own Hereditary Skies. 1 
IN | ER Mr: Dryden. 


O my Immortal and Eternal Soul! Who ruleſt and go. 
vern'ſt in the Empire of the Inward Man; be pleaſed for 
a ſhort Space to confine thy Contemplations home, and to 
ſurvey thoſe Parts which are actuated and inform'd by thy 
ſelf. Thou art ar preſent united to Fleſh and Blood; and 
the Body which encompaſſes thee, is thy Manſion-Houſe 
in this World, and ſhall hereafter be adorned and beauii- 
fied, for thy Everlaſting Reſidence in Paradice. Before 


thou entertaineſt too contemprible a Nation of thy fleſlily | 


Habitation, look more narrowly round about it; and! 
am apt to think, thou wilt find this Ancient Building au- 
ouſt and venerable, even in its Decays, and every Apatt- 


ment of ir fram d and adapted to ſome excellent Ule. 


"4 A 
12 4 7 - 


ch. II. Te Structure of the Body. 85 
It is foreign to my preſent Purpoſe to read a Lecture 
of Anatomy, or attempt an accurate Diſcourſe upon the So- 
l and Fluid Parts which conſtitute an Human Body; this 
is rhe Buſineſs of another Profeſſion. Divinity only con- 
templates the Structure of a Man, ſo as to adore and mag- 
ö cifie the Almighty Creator, and ro engage Rational Be- 
WT ings to employ every Limb and Member of the Body for 
me Uſe it was firſt form'd, and the Service of him that 
r 1 
| In this reſpect, I look with Gratitude and Admiration 
WT upon the Text of Scripture, which ſtiles the 
Body, the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt ; a Place I 
appropriate, and dedicated to the Reſidence of the Third 
Perſon in the Ever-blefſed Trinity; and purg'd and ſanctify'd 
bor the internal Breathings of a devour Soul. Whoever 
introduces Sin into the Members, ſets up Idols in the 
Temple, and ſacrilegiouſly invades the Property of God. 
Know ye not that your Bodies are the Members of Chriſt 2 Mem- 
bers of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones ? 
Shall T then take the Members of Chriſt, and make 
them the Members of an Harlot 2 God forbid. 
God forbid, that any Pollution ſhould ftick ro your ſancti- 
fied Parts; that any unchaſt Mixrures ſhould break off 
the Union with your unſpotted Redeemer. 5 
t is no ſmall Honour to Human Nature, that the Son 
F Cod took it upon himſelf, and made his Abode in the 
Body during his Reſidence upon Earth: In this Shape 
Be ſuffered, and was buried; in this Shape, He roſe from the 
Dead, aſcended into Glory, and ſitteth at the right Hand of his 
Farther, We roo ſhall be conform'd to his Likeneſs, and 
reſume our Natural Bodies at the General Reſurrection: 
For this Corruptible ſpall put on Incorruption, and this Mortal 
Hall put on Immortality ; and when Death, at 
bla, 2 ſwallowd up in Victor, the Soul ſhall | 
enter again into her old Tabernacle, and inhabit the glori- 
| fied Manſion to all Eternity. Chriſt will raiſe us from the 
KRottenneſs and Corruption of the Grave; and, prepare our 
Bodies, as well as our Souls, for his Aflociares and 
| { Companions in the Kingdom of Glory, If he loves his 
Joan Humanity, he muſt of neceſſity love Ours allo: For 
he ſame Materials went to the Compoſition of both, and 
| the fame Blood circulates in all our Veins. No Man 
Part H. | A a ever 
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ever yet hated his own Fleſh, but nouriſpeth and cheriſh. 
he. 5; 45. eth it: And far be it from us, ro ſuppole, 
that the Son of God ſhould be the firſt Ex. 
ample of Unnaturalneſs; that our merciful Redeemer 
ſhould be cloth'd in Fleſh, ro unite and bring us nearer to 
himſelf, and yet, that he ſhould thwart his own Ordinan. 
ces, and repudiate that Nature which he has promis'd to 
exalt and glorifie. Far be it from us, I ſay, to entertain 
any ſuch ridiculous and blaſpheming Thoughts: For Chrif 
. has ſanctiſted and cleanſed us, that he might pre. 
ſent to himſelf a glorious Church, not having Spot 


er Wrinkle, or any ſuch ; but that it ſhould be Holy, and with. — 
out Blemiſh. ; TE | Wo 
Our principal Care, therefore, in this World, ſhould be, 0 
Not to degrade our own Nature, or abuſe our Bodies by Th 
Luft or Intemperance; but to diſpoſe and qualifie them 6 g 
for an Heavenly Change and Refinement, by a conſtant 17 
Exerciſe of Virtue and Religion. Sin is the grand Ene- a 
my we are to beware of, and Sin generally makes its at. i 
rack upon the Body, and by cajoling the ſenſitive Part, gets Th 
the ar wax over the Soul: Me feel a Law in our Mem. if ! 
2g bers, warring againſt the Law of our Mind; 
1 but the . 9 and Conteſt proceeds oY 
from the ill Suggeſtions and Inſinuations of Sin: All the Ho , 
Commotions and Diſorders of the Body, all the Complaints * 
of Mutiny and Inſurrection amongſt the Members, pro- T 
ceed from this litigious Enemy, who is got within the Th 
Fort, and lurks in the Citadel. Tis Sin who buoys up 0⁰ 
the factions Party, who rallies together the Rebellious Pal- Wi N 
fions, and heads the Carnal Man againſt the Spiritual, O yo 
C. 6.3m Let not Sin reign in your mortal Body, that y: i * 
ſhould obey it in the Luſts thereof : Baniſh this c 
Tyrant, if ye expect the Reſidence and Inhabiration oi 0 
the Deity. Let the Houſe be ſwept and garniſhed, and eve. ve 
ry Appartment fitted up for Virtue and Devotion; and Wie 
then the Soul will be pleas'd with her fleſhly Confinement, WW The 
and the Peace and Harmony between Matter and Spirit, 1 D 8 
will be an Emblem of glorify'd Humanity in a futue 0, 
State. 8 | And 
He 
14 
And 


P O EMI 


ch. I. The Structure of the Body. 


racks * 


n * LIFT? 4 N = > — [WY 


P O E M. 
A Paraphraſe on the 21. PSA LA. 


E God Omnipotent I lift my Eyes; 

The God who dwells above the Starry Skies; 
Yer, on his darling Sion's ſacred Hill 5 
Receives our Homage, and proclaims his Will. 


0 Thou grand Architect of Heav'n and Earth! 
The kind Inſpirer of my Infant-Breath! : 


See how the Creatures, which thy Pow'r has made, 


Hang on thy Goodneſs for repeated Aid. 


If er my Feet in dang'rous Paths ſhould ſtray, 
Thou ſtop'ſt the Progreſs, and reform'ſt my way: 
If eer my weary Limbs demand Repole, 

Thy nightly Guards protect me from my Foes : 
Or warchful Providence will kindly ſpread 
Her render Pinions o'er my ſleepy Head. 


Thus ſafe cohducted by th' Almighty's Hand, 
| Thro' the wild Deſarts and the burning Sand, 

Old Jacob's Race purſue the promis d Land. 

Nor hungry Vultures, nor devouring Beaſt 

Attack their Perſons, and their Courſe moleſt. 


| Our bounteous God is ſtill the ſame Defence 
Our Garde du Corps, and Skreen of Innocence. 
As conſtant as rhe Morning-Light appears, 

With his Important Charge th' Almighty ſteers ; 
| Thro' the wild Maze of Life he leads the way, 

| Diverts the Dangers of the threat ning Day; 

And when declining Rays to Reſt invite, 
He ſafely guides the Pilgrim home at Night; 


| This, This has been the Courſe thro' Ages paſt, 
And this ſha!l reach as far as Ages laſt, 
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H T M N I. 


7 i 7 fing of the Lord, becauſe he bath dealt fo lovingly mM 
with me; yea, I will praiſe the Name of the Lord moſt Th 
Hizheſt. (Pl. 1 3. 6.) thy C 

The Organs of my Body ſhall be Inſtruments of Grati. As 
rude, and every Member ſubſervient to the Dictates and Une 


Inſpiration of Reaſon. 119. 
Marvellous are thy Yorks, 0 Lord ; and that my Soul Mop. Gr 
eth right well. (Pf. 139. 13) as all 
My Bones are not hid from thee ; tho' T be made ſecretly, mani 
and faſhioned beneath in the Earth. (V. 14.) If 


Thine Eyes aid ſee my Subſtance, yet being unperfect; ; and 


in thy Book were all my Members written; (V. 15.) W 
Which day by day were faſhioned, when as yet there was none ne 

of them. (V. 16.) D. 
Jam a Kranger to my own Generation and Birth, and ien 
know nor how the Bones do grow in the Womb of her that T 
with Child. (Fccleſ. 11. 5. | Ricb 
Such Knowledge i is too wonderful and excellent for me: 1 r. 
cannot attain unto it. (PI 139. If 
Tia thou, Lord, haſt faſhioned me behind and, before, and laid n 
thine Hand upon me. (V. 4.) WV 
Thou haſt pour d me out as Milk, and curdled me like Cheeſe, He 
(Job 10. 10.) 10 
Thot haſt clothed me with Shin _ Fleſh, and haſt fence! | bath 
me with Bones and Sinews, (V. 11.) Wi 
T bon art He that took me out of my Mother's Womb : Thy t 
1225 my Hope, when I hanged yet upon my Mother's Breaſt. 1 
. | with 
Tou, O Lord God, art the thing that I 2 long for : Thu T 
art my Hope, even from my Touth. (Pſ. 71. 4) min 
Caſt me not away in the time of Age: Forſake me not when F 
my Strength faileth me. (V. 8. ) | Petl 
O. let my Mouth be filled with thy Praiſe, that I may fins H 1 
thy Glory and Honour all the Day long. (V. 7.) | * 
whe 

ties 
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HYMN II. 


128 ll go forth i in the Strength of the Lord God, and will 


make mention of thy Righteouſneſs only. (Pl, 751. 14.) 


Thy Power is the Subject of my Contemplation, and. 


thy Goodneſs the Foy of my Heart. 

As thy Hands have made me and faſhioned me, ſo give me 
* that I may learn thy Commandments. (Pl. 
119. 73. 

Give me Underſtanding to conſider the reſt of Mankind 
as ally d ro my ſelf, and to reſpect them as the Work- 
manſhip of the ſame Omnipotent Arm. 


If I did deſpiſe the Cauſe of my Man-ſervant, or Maid -ſer- 


dant when they contended with me: 0 ob 31. 13.) 


hat then ſhall I do when God viſeth up? And when he 


witeth, what ſhall J anſwer him? (V. 14.) 

Did not He that made me, make him ? od did not One 6 
ſon us in the Womb 2 (V. 15.) | 

God accepteth not the 1 ay of Princes, nor regardeth the 
hieb more than the Poor: r they all are the Work of his 
tend. (. 34. 190 

If therefore I have made a Diſtinction, or put a Diffe- 
{rence where my Creator deſign'd none: 


If hade with. held the Poor from their deſire, or cauſed the 


Hes of the Widow to fail. (C. 31. 16.) 

| Or have eaten my Morſe! my ſelf alone, and the Fatherleſs 
lath not eaten thereof: (V.17.) 

| If I have ſeen any periſn for want of clothing, or any Poor 
vithout covering: (V. 19.) 


If hi Loins have not bleſſed me, and if he were not. vat | 


| with the fleece of my Sheep: (V. 20.) 

| Then, then let mine Arm fall from my Shoutder blade, aud 
mine Arm be broken from the Bone. (V. 2) 

For Food was ordained for the hungry and craving Ap- 
petite, and Clothing for the naked and ſhiev'ring Back. 

| The Body is a Veſſel! of Honour; and the Beggar has a 
Right to Maintenance, as well as the Noble. (2 T:m.2.21.) 
| Whoever denies to another the Neceſſaries of Life; 

| whoever hardens his Bowels againſt the Tears and Intrea- 
ties of Indigence, 
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90 The Devout Soul. Book III. Cha 
Reproaches the Wiſdom of an over-ruling Providence. 
and degrades and vilifies his own Humanity. N 


3 
N * 6 1 R ö 
+ 


* 7 m 
- "I" * 1 . 7 * 


P RATE R I, 


Ord ! When I behold the Maimed and Deformed, im. 
4 ploring my Charity from every Corner of the Street; 
How can I bur unfeignedly commemorate thy Fatherly 
Goodneſs, for the right Uſe of my Limbs, and the due 
Symmetry and Proportion of all my Parts ? For by this thy 
Bounty, I am capacuared for the diſcharge of an Honeſt 
and Laborious Calling; and can ſupport my ſelf and Fa. 
mily creditably in this World, and ſerve the God of my 
Salvation with Stedfaſtneſs and Alacriry, in aſſurance of 
his Promiſes in a better State. Amen. 


2 * he 2 p "OE 0 I. 


PRATER Il. 


O Lord, make me mindful of my Creation from the 
" Duſt, and teach me the proper Deſign and Employ- 
ment of rhe Body; and let not any ſuperfluous Orna- 
ments and wanton Atrire, engage me to ſquander away 
that Time and Treaſure which are lent me for more noble 
Purpoſes, and ordain'd for the Salvation of my Soul, 
Amen. „ | 


/ 


CHAP, 


Chap. III. 91 
e e e e ee 
EH Ab. It. 
Of the Endom ments of the Soul. 


— 


5 CE PROV. 20, 27. 
The Spirit of Man is the Candle of the Lord. 


MEDITATION. 


under my preſent Comtemplations; and I am fo 
far from degrading it into Brutality, or ſinking it 
to the level of Matter, that I think it to have a more im- 
mediate relation to the Deity, and to partake of the Spi- 
rituality and Immenfity of God. 4 


The Heathens ſuppos'd a Spark of Divinity to be con- 


vey'd to the Breaſt of Man at his firſt Formation; and 


the Poets abound with lofty Expreſſions about our primeval 
Clay being animated with celeſtial Fire; and ſuppoſe che 


Particles of the uncreared Eſſence to be mingled in the 
Compoſition of the Human Soul. The Author of one of 
Apocryphal Books has ſomething yer more ſublime and pom- 
pous in his Diction, when he ftiles Miſdom, (the prime 
Excellency of the Soul,) the Breath of the Power of God, 
and a pure Influence flowing from the Glory of the Ee 
Almighty : The Brightneſs of the everlaſting ht Co, 
Light, the unſpotted Mirrour of the Power of 
Cod, and the Image of his Goodneſs. 


Bur ler us deſcend a while from Meraphor and Raphſo- 


dy. to Canonical Scripture and Reaſon; and we ſhall 


Part IT, Aa 4 from 


HE Origin and Nature of my Soul, is what comes 
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„ bath inſpir'd us with immortal Minds, and impreſgq 


* ſence: He hath made us, nor in ſome ſuperficial Linea. 
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from thence be inform'd, that the Lord God breathed in 
Gen. ©, 7. Man's Noſtrils the Breath of Life , and Man be. 
: came a living Soul. The Almighty Creator 


upon us perſpicuous Characters of his own divine Ef. 


ments, but in our moſt intimate Conſtitution to reſem. 
ple himſelf, and ro partake of his moſt excellent Perfe. 
« Fjons *; Ars | 
To other Creatures God hath given ſuch Powers and 
Abilities as may anſwer the End of their Being, and pre. 
ſerve Life for a ſhort and limited Period.“ The Bird has 
Wings, the Horſe Swiftneſs, and the wild Beaſts a Bru- 
ta] Courage; Bur rhe Soul of Man has that noble Brisk 
neſs and Sagacity, as more immediately run up her Pe- 
digree to Heaven, and demonſtrate her Operations to be 
independent of Matter f. For Matter can never be to 
medity'd and refin'd, but it will retain its native Slug- 
giſhneſs and Inactivity, and continues in it ſelf paſſive, ſtu- 
pid and motionleſs. Tis the Soul animates and informs 
the Clay; the Soul, that is a ſelf- active Principle, and an 
incorruptible Subſtance. Tis the only, that is capable of 


40 
6% 
£66 


ers all theſe bright Powers and Qualifications in the Con. 


duct of Life, and the Diſpoſal of Human Affairs. Ti: in; 


5c 3 Horſe and Mule fare no Underſtanding ; an 
but muſt be held with Bit and Bridle, left :::+ WM 
Fall upon thee. Their Bodies are to be made ſerviceab': 
by Art and Management, and their Ferity is to be ſuv- 
du'd by the Skill of the Rider. If we too were as ſtupid 
and untractable as they are, and had only bare Inſtinct 
and Self-preſervation to guide us; the Contrivance f 
Buſineſs, the Tranſacting of our worldly Affairs, and te 
Adminiſtration of Civil Government, would ſoon be at 
an end, Bur, Thanks be to God, the Principle within us 
is of a different Rank and Quality from Material 


th SY oa Got Hof. 


| Subſtances; and in the Wiſdom and Aſſiſtance thereof 


we way fafely confide for the ſtemming of Dificui- ! 
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ies, and the Conduct and Regulation of our Life and 
nners. | | | 

4 Betwixt Man and Brutes, (ſays Tully,) there is this 
eminent Diſtinction : Brutes only apply themſelves to 
« what is obvious and preſent, and affects their Senſes, 
without much Care or Sollicitude about what is paſt 
« or to come: But Man being endu'd with Reaſon and 
„Reflexion, does by the Strength thereof draw Conſe- 

© quences, penetrate into Cauſes, and obſerve the Progreſs 
of things. He runs back his Thoughts to the Hiſtory of 
„his Anceſtors, compares the Reſemblances of Times, 
Actions, and Events, and reduces even Futurity to the 
Standard of our preſent Occurrences. By this noble 
« Sagaciry, Man takes an eſtimate of himſelf, views the 
« Progreſs and Turnings of Life, and lays in Neceſfaries 
; for the ſupport and preſervation of the ſeveral parts of 
it”, 

The Poets have much embelliſh'd theſe Thoughts of rhe 
Philoſophers, and given a finer Turn to their Arguments, bx 
2 Livelineſs of Expreiſion, and the Harmony of Numbers. 
| ſhall beg leave ro produce one Quotation of this nature, 
and ro preſent the Reader with the above-mention'd Senſe 
of Tully, in the Poetry of Juvenal. I ſhall venture to give 
a New Verſion of this Paſſage 3 becauſe ſome material 
things are omitted, or paſs'd roo ſuperficially over by the 
[Tranſlator of this Satyr. | 
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= Separat hoc nos 14>. 
A prege mutorum, atque ideo venerabile ſoli 
dortiti ingenium, Divinorumque capaces, 
Atque exercends capiendiſque artibus apti, 
* Senſum a celeſti demiſſum traximus arce, 
Cujus egent prona, & terram ſpectantia. Mundi 
Principio indulſit commun conditor illis 
Iantùm animas, nobs animum quoque ---- 


Juv. Sar. 15. 


| Imperial Reaſon high- born Nature ſuits, 
And ſingles Man from the rude Herd of Brutes: 


7 > * 


ä .. 
ed 


ö ha De Offic, lib. 1. ä | 1 
| Sagacious 
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Sagacious Wit in queſt of Knowledge ſoars, 
And Heav'nly Truth's myſterious Depth explores, 
Science and Arts ſhe wilely cultivates, 
And grafts their Maxims on capacious Hearts. 
From Heav'n's rich Cabiner this Gem deſcends; 
And whilſt encas'd in Fleſh, to Heav'n it tends. 


By the ſame Reaſon it is, that we weigh the Propoſals 
which are offer'd ro the Will, and deliberate upon the Ex. 
pediency or Inexpediency of acting. If any thing perſpi. 


cuous and ſelf-evident preſents it ſelf, we eloſe with jr at \ 
the firſt View: Bur when Matters are controverted, and B 
Objections thrown in the way, we take time to heſitate ani p 
demur, and at laſt paſs ſentence, upon Maturity and Con. Cod 
ſideration. 5 gg | And 
Such is the Progreſs of the Soul in her Chuſing and 48. 
ing: Such is the Qeconomy of the Inward Man; where 
Reaſon firs at the Helm, and preſcribes and dictates to the 1 
inferiour Faculties, and aims at the ſteering of her Courſe Jr 
by the Maxims of Wiſdom and Religion. 0 
O, that there might be no Diſturbance and Impediment 0 
in this Spiritual Government! That no factious Propolalsiſ No 
may juſtle out that Concord and Harmony, which has been 


ſo happily ſettled by the Author of Nature! Errors in this 
Caſe are very dangerous; and not only occaſion Tumult 
and Uproars in this mortal Life, but propagate their V- 7 
nom, and extend their Malice to all Eternity. It is a ma- 1 
ter of fatal conſequence, to have the Soul ill-tinctur'd ad p 
falſely principłd, and what no carnal Pleaſures or Grat. þ 
cations can ever compenſate or atone for. O Eternity, thou jn: 
amazing Proſpect, and unfathomable Abyſs! My Soul b iy; 
orderd to range in thy boundleſs Territories, and ro mae 
her future Reſidence with Infinity and Immenfity. O Lot!! 
how ſhall this Being, which is endu'd with ſuch quick Pe- 7 
ception and exquiſite Senſation, endure to dwell with eve. © 
| - 
] 


ting Burnings, and by the Stings and Laſhes of her cn 
Conſcience, perpetually execute the DivineVengeance up 


her (elf ? O thou Lover of Souls, and Redeemer of Sinne An 

free me from theſe melancholy Apprehenſions, and diftrWW To 

cting Thoughts; and let a Faith in thy Merits, and Aſtzncp 

in thy Promiſes. a Love of thy Service, and a Sub 

miſſion to thy Will conſtaatly exerciſe my ding ui 
art, 
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parc, and duly qualifie her for the Society of Spirits in 
the Kingdom of God, 


P 0 B M. 
. 1 
HEN God did our firſt Parent frame, 
And veſt him with the World's Command; 
Bright, like the Deity, he came 
From his Almighty Maker's Hand. 


God caſt his Body in the fineſt Mould, 
And gravd his _ on his nobler Soul. 


II. 


Then, like the riſing Sun, he ſeems, 

In the full Height of Morning: Pride, 

Caſting his Bleſſings with his Beams, 

On all th' inferiour World beſide. 
No low'ring Clouds, no pitchy Fogs of Night 
Deface his Luſtre, or eclipſe his Light: 


, - 3&0; 
| The Aiftant Proſpect all was clear, 
And all as undiſturb'd within; 
Free from th* Alarms of Panic Fear, 
fAnd from the deadly Shocks of Sin. 
8 Immortal Creature! furniſh'd with a Mind, 
WF Whoſe Pow'rs and Faculties were all Divine! 


1 IV. 

= The piercing Intellect ſaw thro” 

"= Thoſe dark abſtruſe Meanders, where 

"= To poor miſtaken Mortals now 

| Errors in various Forms appear. 

And gen'rous Truth unveil'd her Virgin-Face 
Io court the Lovi er to her kind Embrace. 


* V. 
Wd 2 The Ji J. her Object ſcill purſu d, 
And all her pliant Motions clog'd Wich 
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The Priſons open at her awful Voice; 
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And the obſequious Paſſions gladly yield 
Their due Allegance to the Sov'reign Wil. 


„ WE 
Bur ah! the ſtipp'ry Turns of Fate! 
How mutable is Human Bliſs ? 
How hazardous tis ro be great? 
How ſoon we forfeir Paradiſe ? 
The Serpent's Venom does the Soul deface, 
And frighted Virtue leaves th' infected Place. 


VII. 

Hence melancholy Vapours riſe; 
The upper Region's fill'd with Fumes ; 
Blind Darkneſs low'rs along the Skies ; 
Tumulr from ev'ry Quarter comes : 


Weakneſs invades the Head, and Sin the Heart, 
And mad Confuſion each disjointed Part. 


VIII. 
Deſerted Reaſon, tott'ring ſtands, 

And fighs on her beleaguer'd Throne; 
The Reins ſlip from her feeble Hands, 
And haughty Paſſions throw her down: 

And Nature, loos'd from her Imperial Sway, 
Ranges the wanton Paths of Liberty, | 


5 5 IM 

So in an Hurrican of State, 

Calm Innocence ſubmits to Might; 

Th' aſſuming Mob grow deſperate, 
And ſtile their mad Pretentions, Right: 


The Government's unhing'd, and from his Throne 
By Rebel Hands the ſacred Monarch's torn, 


X. 
But ſee Redemption, from the Eaſt, 
In all her glirt'ring Pomp advance; 
Reſentment {wells her troubl'd Breaſt, 
And Uſurpation dreads her Lance, 


Bock III. 


The Chains unbrace, and Captive Souls rejoice. 


XI. 
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Sweet Innocence returns once more, 

and Peace reſumes her ancient Seat; 
Triumphant Grace exerts her Power, 

And grinning Death and Hell retreat. 

0 glorious Change ! Surprizing Victory! 
0 bleſs d Return of baniſf'd Liberty! 


= XII. 
So when the Plague attacks our Heads, 
And burning Feavers rack our Hearts; 
Thro' the blue Veins the Venom ſpreads; 
Till the Phyſician's healing Arts 
The latent Force of Herbs and Plants explore; 
To quell the raging Heats, and gaſping Life reſtore; 


HYMN I. 


Vb created Man to be immortal, and made him an Image 
IV of hi own Eternity. (Wiſd. 2. 23.) . 

| In that hs Soul - converſant with God, ſhe magnifieth her 
Wbility: Yea, the Lord of all things himſelf loveth her. (C. S. 3.) 
In her is an underſtanding Spirit, ſubtil, lively, clear, plain, 
quick, which cannot be letted, ready to do good. (C. 7. 22.) 

| She is more moving than any Motion, and paſſeth and goeth 
through all things, by reaſon of her Pureneſs. (V. 24.) 
By her intellectual Faculties ſhe penetrates into Nature, 
and admires the Works of Wiſdom and Omnipotence. 

| God hath given her to know how the World was made, and the 
| Operation of the Elements. (V. 17.) Es 

| The Beginning, Ending, and Midſt of the times: The Altera- 
1 N. * turning of the Sun, and the Change of Seaſons 
V. 18. | | a | 

| The Circuits of Tears, and the Poſition of Stars ; the Natures 
| of living Creatures, and the Furies of wild Beaſts, (V. 19.) 
The Violence of Winds, the Reaſonings of Men, the Diver- 
| ſities of Plants, and the Virtues of Roots, (V. 20.) 
| Bur, beſides this Inſight into Natural Philoſophy, God hath 
 nparted to the Soul the Knowledge of Himſelf, _ He 
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lead us into Ignorance and Stupidity. 


honeſt, and the Wandering of Concupiſcence undermine the 
 fimple Mind. [V. 1.) . 
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launch thy Thoughts into the Depths of Futurity. 


II. 


He hath ſubjected his own Perfections to her Conten il Fer- 
lation, and admitted her as a Confident to the Deſigns ee 
is Providence. | They 
He hath made her privy to the Myſteries of the Godhead and be Lor 


conducted her by the Oracles of divine Revelation. (C4 Der 
He hath fenc d her from Error and Infection on every (4, Miu Oe 
and prepar'd her for the Society and Communion of himſeſf i For | 


He gave her to glory in his marvellous Ads for ever, that 


tm ſt 
might declare his Works with Underſtanding. (V. 9.) 


T is 4 good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing 
& Praiſes unto thy Name, O moſt Higheſt ; (Pl. 92,1) 


Io tell of thy Loving-kinaneſs early in the Morning, and if 
thy Truth in the Night-ſcaſon. (V.2.) ian 
As thou, O my Soul, haſt been diſtinguiſh'd by the D. Vet 
vine Favours; fo it becometh thee to be punctual and con. Let n 
ſtant in thy Gratitulde. | L | any 
Trifling Amuſements are ro be baniſl'd from thy his 
Thoughts; nor is unprofitable Knowledge to engroſs thy time, ate 
Some Studies can lay no claim to Wiſdom, and others * 


For Wickedneſs too frequently alters tbe Underſtanding, and 
Deceit beguileth the Soul. (Wild. 4. 11 
The Bewitching ef Naughtineſs may obſcure things that are 


The corruptible Body preſſeth down the Soul, and the Earth 


| Tabernacle weigheth down the Mind that muſeth upon mam cou 
things. (C. 9. 15.) 1 Wa 
O! exert thy ſelf, thou immortal Spirit, and recover tha: WE "A 
Original Liberty which thy Creator hath granted thee. WM : 
Thou art dear in the Sight of thy God, or elſe thy Saviour gf 
had never been Incarnate, and dy'd for thy Redemption. 5 | 
The Terms of Salvation are ſtill propos'd ro thee, and Y 
Grace ſollicits and wooes thee to an Acceptance. : 0 


The Celeſtial Manſion is prepar'd for thy Entertainment, 
and thy Brother-Spirits are ready to convey thee to Glory. 
O]! Reflect a lite upon the opening Scenes of Bliſs, and 


For 
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pur the Souls of the Righteous are in the Hands of God, and 
eye ſpall no Torment touch them. (Wiſd. 3. 1.) 1 
They ſpall live for evermore, and their Reward alſo ts with 
1, Lord, and the Care of them with the Moſt High. (C.5.15.) 

Therefore ſhall they receive a glorious Kingdom, and a beauti- 
„ Crown from the Lord's Hand. (V. 16. 

For with his right Hand ſhall he cover them, and with his 
tm ſpall be protect them, (Ibid.) 
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PRATER I. 


0 God, who haſt compounded me of Soul and Body, and 
fixt me in a middle State betwixt Brutes and Angels; 
Grant that my Thoughts may always aſpire to thee, and my 
ifretions be ſet on things above, and not on things on the Earth. 
Let not my Reaſon truckle ro Senſe, nor the Animal Life 
extinguiſh the Spiritual. Let Grace be predominant in 
tis Carnal Habitation, and my Soul be endued with that 
| uſtice, Purity and Holineſs, which are ſo highly agreeable 
0 her Divine Extraction, and ſo abſolutely neceſſary to her 
Eternal Happineſs, thro” Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen, 


= £RATER- WU, 
| [] Od I know, it is impoſſible to live without Sin in this 
perverſe World; and that none but thy innocent Son 


Could ever arrive at univerſal and unerring Obedience: 

Wal my Soul, I pray thee, in the Blood of this ift. Gel! 
inmaculate Lamb, which was ſlain to take away l 

the Sins of Mankind; That whatſoever Defilements it may 
ne contracted in the midſt of this miſerable and naugh- 
ih World, thro' the Luſts of the Fleſh, or the Wiles of 
Satan, being purged and done away, it may be preſented 
pure and without Spot before thee, thro' the Merits and 
| Jarercefſion of my All- ſufficient Redeemer, Amen. 
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Of Man's Sovereignty over the Creature 
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Have Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over th 
Fowl of the Air, and over every living thing that meth 
upon the Earth, | - 


MEDITATION. 


S I have obſerv'd a Concord and Harmony among! 
inanimate Beings, and the Concurrence of ever) 
Element, for the Support and Regulation of the 

Univerſe ; ſo I cannot bur extend my Obſervarions to that 
Government which is amongſt the Creatures, and that due 
Subjection which Inferiors pay to their Superiors. 

Man has a Patent from his Maker to be Lord of this 


lower World, and is admirably qualify'd for Government Wee 


by the Gift of Reaſon and Knowledge; and was accord. 
dingly veſted with the full Exerciſe of Power, upon hu 
firſt Formation from the Earth. 


Sandtius his animal, mentiſque capacius alte, 70 | 
| Deerat adhuc, & quod dominari in cetera poſſet. Pes, 
| ©. Ovid, Metam. lib. Hand 


A Creature of a more exalted Kind 7 dur 
Was wanting yet, and then was Man deſign'd: this 
Conſcious of Thought, of more capacious Breaſt, tiſd 
For Empire form'd, and fit to rule the reſt. DyydenWina; 


Encreell b 


941 


Bang and Multiply was the Original 105 of Na- 
ture. Subdue the Earth, and Enjoy it, was Sen. 
the Univerſal Grant ro Mankind. The fear 72 
of Tou, and the dread of You, be upon every Beaſt, © n. 9. 2. | 
was the Enrail of Sovereignty repeared and confirm'd to 
all Poſterity. - + 

When God had finiſh'd the Works of Greatlon: and 


n 
uf 


I, TX 


I 


Man, He brought every Beaſt of the Field, and Fowl of the Air 
unto Adam, to ſee what he would call them; and whatſoever 
Adam called every living Creature, that was "the 

Name thereof. This Attendance of the Crea- Ch. 27 19. 


was a Mark of Empire and Authority | in the Impoſer 5 and 
the Acquieſcence of God, was a full Afﬀent to the Derer- 
mination of his Vicegerent- 5 

Now altho' there has been ſome Defection 0 nce the Fa, 
land the Stubbornneſs of the Creatures, has chaſtis'd the 


till the ſame, and the Promiſe of God is renewed, and his 
ovenant indented with all ſucceeding Generations. 5 
I would not, by ſaying of this, be ſuppos'd ro fluſh up 
Human Nature, or to give more Liberty ro Man than 
was originally defign'd him: For there is a Government, 


ol 
er 
the 
hat 
due 


Pounce every Rational Being born to the Adminiſtration 


th pf: : This i is, the Government of Man over Man; which, in- 

ent beg, is ro be highly valued, becauſe it is the Ordinance of 

- Pod; who, for the Peace and preſervation of the World, hath 
| 


ſaltituted both Monarchs and Subjects, and in the Diviſi- 
n of the Nations of this whole Earth, ſet a Eclat 17 17. 
er over every Creature. But Sovereignty, in 
ew, does not come under our Conſideration in that large 
.I ind extenſive Senſe, which conveys a 15 hs to all Man- 
bind. The Government which we are diſcourſing of, is 
dur Command and Superiority over the Creatures; and in 
this reſpect, every Man is born 2 Monarch, and bas a Ju- 


tiſdiction, independent of his Brethren, over Brutes and 


den nanimare Beings. God has given us the full Range of 


ature, and order'd us to ſatizhe our Souls with YR aud 
ei Part II. 38 Fatrnels, 


Ch. IV: Of Man's Spwereignty, 0 


inroduc'd his own Image upon Earth, by the Production of 


ures, was an Act of Submiſſion; the Impoſition of Names, 
Rebellion of their Sovereign; yet the power of Man is 


I confeſs, which I cannot aſſert to be Univerſal, or pro- 


1 acceptation of the Word, being the Property only of a 
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| Reſerves and Limitations we are entruſted with Power: 


Adminiſtration of Government, are highly criminal and 
odious in the Sight of a Juſt God, And if Men will be ſo 


1 Tbe Devout Sul. Bock Ill 


Fatneſs. We are all of us Men in Authority, and the Crea. 
Lures are our Servants, to wait on our Pleaſure, and dic. 
patch our Commands: We ſay to this, Go, and he 
goeth: To another, Come, and he cometh : And 10 
4 third, Do this, and he doth it. EEE : 
Bur in the midft of this State and Grandeur, we are to 
confider by whoſe Commiſſion we act, and under what 


Matt. 8. 9. 


We are not to think our ſelves ſo Arbitrary and Deſpotic, Ml 14s 
as to be unaccountable to our Creator; nor to ſuppoſe our Mf B. 
Authority over others, will excuſe our Obedience to our NM beſo 
Supream Maker. The Abuſe of a Truſt, or the Male. MW! 


{well'd with Sovereignty, as to forget the Dependence, Pro- 
vidence will find ſome Method to raiſe Mutiny and Rebel. 
lion amongſt their Subjects, and to inſtigate the very Stones 
in the Street, and league together the Beaſts of the Field, 
for the Depoſing and Murder of ſuch Tyrants. 
To You, (iays God,) have I given every Herb bearing Seed, 
every Tree yielding Fruit, every Fowl of the Air, and 
— fe 3% every thing that creepeth upon the Face of ile 
: Earth: To you it ſhall be for Meat, for Ple«ſur: Wi 
and for Service: But do not think you are born only 90 ( 


Strut and Hector amongſt your Vaſſals and Dependent, 


and to {et your Hearts upon the Number and Strength off f 
your Subjects. Do not imagine that you are purpoſehf All 
{ent into this World to Slay and Eat, and to commit E- 1 

i 5 i | ST Tk 
vock and Waſt upon the moſt beautiful Parts of the Un- 
verſe, for the Gratification of your Luxury and Pride. 
For, the Preſervation of Beings to repleniſh and inhabit tie 
Earth, and the Continuation of their ſeveral Kinds and 
Species to the End of the World, is what was originall 
commanced by the Author of Nature: And whoever exersM 
his Power in a needle(s faughrer of uſeful Creatures, and g:; 
pampers his Vanity, by a Deſtruction of what was give" 
for the common Supporr of Mankind, breaks in upon tht 
Laws of Creation, and is a Tyrant to his own Truſt, 3 
well as an Encroacher upon the Rights of his Brechren. 


Woul! 


ch. V. Of Mar's Swereignty, &c. 103 
. Would you not, therefore, abuſe your Power and for- 
eit your Government, be gentle in your Commands, ſparing 
in your Diverſions, and moderate in your Enjoyments, 
Arighteous Man, (ſays Solomon,) regardeth the Life of his - 
Beaſt ; but the tender Mercies of the Wicked are cruel. Bar- 
barity to any Creature, is a Diſgrace to our Adminiſtrati- 
on, and a Lowering and Sinking of our very Humanity. 
Cruelty is apt to gain upon our Natures, and by repeated 
Acts to become eaſie and delightful. From ſlaughtering 
of Beaſts, we learn to be bloody ro Men; and like the 
beſotted Heathens, are diverted with the Prize of the Am- 
ſitheatre, and eſteem it part of our Religion to ſacrifice 
our 8 Species, and Offer our very Sons and Daughters unto 
Devi /g. „ 


Pp O E NM 
AParaphraſe on the Eighth Ps A L. M.. 
3 


God ! How wond'rous is thy Name, 
As far as Eaſt and Weſt extend e 

| How great and ſounding is thy Fame, 

{ Unto the higheſt Heaven's End? 


l Creatures to thy Pow'r their Beings owe, 
und all ro Thee, their great Creator, bow. 
be render Babe doth Thee coniels ; 

, Hts Infant-Cries thy Praiſes vent, 


When from the Mother's flowing Breaft 
| He ſeeks th' appointed Nouriſhment: | 
His growing Strength ſhall grapple with chy Foes, 
And quell the Tyrants who thy Might oppole, = 


7 Hs: 
When I behold th' expanded Skies, = 
And the yaſt Globes of Heav'nly Lieht; 
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On theſe bright Fabricks of thy Hand I look, 


104 The Devout Soul. 


How brisk our Morning-Suns ariſe; ps 
And Moon and Stars conduct the Night; 
With grateful Joy and Adoration ſtruck, 


VI. 


Lord! What is abject Man, I cry, 
That thou regard'ſt him from above ? 
Deck'ſt him with Beams of Majeſty, 
And ſtill ſuſtain'ſt him by thy Love? 

Thy Goodneſs rais'd him to a lofty Poſt, 
And plac'd him Second to th' Angelic Hoſt. 


V. 


To Him Reſpect and Honour's due 
From all the Vaſſal-World beneath: 
To Him th obſequious Creatures ſue, 
As God's Vicegerent here on Earth : 
Proſtrate ar's Feet the Salvage Monſters lie, 
And what their Sov reign dictates, they obey; 


VI. | 
The Flocks o'er Thouſand Mountains ſpread, 
To Him their fleecy Tribure pay ; 
The Herds in fruirful Valleys fed, 
_ Pamper their Fleſh ro be his Prey: 
The wild Inhabitants of evry Field 
| Revere his Pow'r, and trembling Homage yield. 


9 . 
The ſtubborn Ox, by his Command, 
Groans underneath the galling Yoke ; 
He toils t' enrich his Maſter's Hand, 
And bears th' inſulting Plowman's ſtroke. 


The Birds, like Air, wherein they wing their flight, 


_ Seem uaconfin'd, yer muſt to Man ſubmit. 
= 


His Empire's o'er the Liquid Main, 
And all that num tous Scaly Herd 
Oid Ocean's warry Realms contain, 
Are of his boundleſs Pow'r afraid. 


Book III, N ch. 


Levi 
For 


Leis 


fo 


ch. V. Of Man's Sovereignty, &c. 10g 


Leviathan and Phoca ſculking creep, 
For dread of him, rhro' all the troubled Deep. 


IX. 
O Glorious God, Omniporenr ! 
Thy Wiſdom and thy Love combin'd 
To furniſh out each Element 
With various Creatures for Mankind: 


Since thou fo far Man's Empire doſt extend, 
Thy Praiſe ſhould only with his Empire end. 


K a. . 
6 ” » 


N r M N 1. 


0 God of our Fathers, and Lord of Mercy! Thou haſt made 


all things by thy Word; (Wild. 9. 1.) 
And haſt ordained Man though thy Wiſdom, that he ſhould 


| have Dominion over the Creatures, which thou hajt made : : 


. 2.0) 


And order the World eli to Equity and Righteouſneſs, 


| and execute Judgment with an upright Heart. (V. 3.) 


This Spacious Earth is the Subject of our Laws, and 


| every Territory pays us Tribute. 


Ihe Ocean it ſelf is open to Navigation, and the moſt 


liſtant Regions preſent us with their Products. 


The more commodious Parts of the Ualverſe are choſen 


| for our Habirations, and the barren Hills for our Exerciſe 
and Diverſions. 


O Lord ! How manifo'd are thy Works ? In on haſt thou 


contrived, and by thy Power made them all. (Pl. 104 24. 


The Earth 1s full if thy Riches, and every Element 1s the 


| Treaſury of thy Goodneſs. (Ibid ) 


So ij the great and wide Sea alſo, wherein are things creep- 


| ing innumerable, both ſmall and great Beaſts. (V. 25.) 


In Mercy haſt thou transfer d the Property of them all 


to Man, and conſtituted him thy Deputy in this lower 
World. 


O! Direct him in the Arts of Government, and let not 


Vanity and Pride pervert his Truſt. 


part II. B b 2 Le: 


N 


h % [ wt 
3 


ſty of Heaven, and the Diſcontent of my Firſt Parents in 


_ wards me, and the e Acts of his Forbearances 


os The De vont Soul. Bock Huch. 
Let not t Plenty debauch his Appetite, nor the Splendor By 
of Greatneſs dazle his Eyes: nitle: 
Bur ler his Contemplation of the Creatures, guide him 
to their Creator, and every Enjoyn ment end in Adoraticy, 


thee 
| 85 2 
RAT F.00 1. ſel vt 
\ V Hen Irefiet upon the Pride of Human Nature, and je 
my diſdainful Carriage towards my Toferiors: cn 
When I conſider my daily Rebellions againſt the Maje- 


the Manſions of Paradiſe ; 
Jam ſurpriz'd at the Continuance of God's Fav ours to. 


and Condeſcention, 


He was ar firſt under no Neceſſity of creating Man a 
all, being entirely happy in the Fulneſs of his own ber. 


ſections. | 10 
And after the Act of Creation, he might juſtly — | a 
placed us in the loweſt Rank of Exiſtences. * 
To be made Stocks or Stones, is What we could never 8 
have repined at; becauſe Slavery and Freedom aten? F 
the abſolute Diſpoſal of our Sovereign. ; l 
How much more ſurprizing, therefore, muſt it be, u | 


God ſhould not degrade Humanity at the Fall, or even er. 
Ringuiſh our Species by the Death of Adam? 

How ſurprizing is that Divine Clemency, which is pro. 
voked every Day, and yer generouſly paſtes over the Pre 
ſumption of Rebels? 

Lord ! What is Man, that he ſhould thus participate 
thy Favours? Nhat is Man, that thou ſhouldſt perpetuae 
him in the Government of the Earth ? | 
The mute Creation never affronted thee, bur follow ru: 
Iaſtincts which thou haſt implanted in them. 

If, therefore, upon the Forfeiture of the Maſter, th? 
"Reorvant had been exalted, and Brutes had been liel 
into the Seat of Sovereignty; 

The Exchange had been highly reaſonable, and all ry 
Pi: tPen{atlors juſt and holy. 


7 


ch. V. Of Mans Sovereignty, &c. 105 

Bur behold, we are till in our ancient Stations and Dig- 
ties, and our Court is repleniſh'd with numerous and ob- 
ſequious Attendants. 

O! Let us not uſe this World, as abuſing it; nor provoke 
thee any more by Faction and Arrogance. (1 Cor. 7.31.) 

For the Faſhion of this World paſſeth away, and we our 
ſelves may be tranſplanted in a Moment. (Ibid) 

Our Governmenr 1s at beſt bur ſhort and momentary; 
and our Subjects may riſe up in Judgment againſt us, and 
cmdemn Us. 


— 


— — Dm 


to. P R 4 : * E R | 1. 


Bud O Lord, ſo to ſubdue my Paſſious, that in the 
V proper Sphere of Government which thou haſt allotted 
| me, I may not by any haſty Expreſſions or execrable Oaths 
| abuſe thy Creatures, and by this means add Prophaneneſs 
| to Cruelty, and bring down that Curie and Vengeance upon 
my own Head, which I ſo daringly imprecate upon Beaſts 
or Stones. Lord! Le: Gentleneſs and Moderation be con- 
| ſpicuous in all my Actions; let the Fear of Thee keep down 
my Anger and Reſentment ; and the Conſciouſneſs of my 
own Guilt, and the Hopes of thy Pardon, make me Mer- 
| ciful and Indulgent to the whole Creation. Amen. 


p NEN . 


God, who haſt ordain'd all Things in this World, in 
ſubſerviency to a better State; Grant that L may ſo 
execute thy Commands upon Earth, and ſo manage the Pos 
ſelſions thou haſt given me, that I may enjoy the Fulnefs 
of thy Favours hereafter, and reign with thy Triumphint 
Son, in his Celeſtial Kingdom. Amen. 
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Cumenance; 
out to thee in tows, 


e 


The Deuout Soul. 


771 


CHAP. V. 


Of Proviſion for Living. 


Bock III. 


ä 


Thou haſt granted me Life and Favour.—— 


OW little this Life is to be valued, 
dination to a better, and what a frightful Number 
of Croſſes and Diſappointments, we muſt probably 
encounter with in our Progreſs thro' this World, has been 
rhe Subject of ſome former Coatemplations, and endea- 
vour'd ro be preſs d upon the Mind, 
Diſcourſes *: But fince it muſt ſtill be confeſs'd, that Life 
is the Gift, of God, and we cannot throw it away at Plea- 
(ure, but are oblig'd ro cheriſh and preſerve it, till the Su. 
ream Donor ſhall think fit to reſume ! it; 
act the Part of Wiſe Men, we ſhould coafider the Conveni- 
encies as well as Hardſhips of Living, and fairly ballance 
the good Things we enjoy, with the evil Things we ſutfer. 
Thou art now, O my Soul, upon the Topics of Grati. 
tucle and Zhanbeglving; and it the Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vflence are miid and gentle, do not pur on an avuſtere 
but receive with Pleaſure, what is reach'd 
If unſearchable Wiſdom thinks fit to 
viſu thee with Pain, Diſgrace, or Poverty, thou arr oblig'l 
ro maintain thy Station under theſe Difficulties, with Con- 
tentnent and Reſignarion : Bur if God turns thine Eye; 


J OB 10. 12. 


MEDITATION. 


unleſs inSubor. 


in ſeveral diſtin 


if we would 


n Pars J. 


997; 


1.Ch. V. Of Prowiſton for Living. 109 


m Mirth and Pleaſure, and crowns thy Days with Plen- 
and Honour; thy Spirits are to dance with a brisker 
Motion thro' thy Veins, and every Member of thy Body 
muſt expreſs a more exalted Cheerfulneſs, and religious 
train of Gratitude, ag | 

Look round upon the Products and Conveniencies of 
this World, and thou wilt ſoon be ſatisfied, that a bene- 
cent Being, who filleth all things living with Plenteouſneſs, 
could never introduce thee upon Earth to tantalize or ſtarve 
hee, As Man was the laſt and finiſhing ſtroke of the 
Creation, ſo it is obſervable that all other Creatures were 
n readineſs to receive and entertain him. The Houſe 
vas made ready before the Inhabitant was born; and the 
Table ſpread before the Gueſt enter'd : Nature was his 
Caterer, and ever Element his Store-houſe: The Earth 
reſents to his Eye the verdant Plains and flowery Meads, 
jer pleaſant Groves and ſalutary Plants. The Trees com- 
pliment his Hands with their bending Boughs, and court 
his Taſte with their delicious Fruit. The Beaſts flock round 
bout him to know their Names, and are officious to be 
pien'd their reſpective Employments, 
| Tis true, this Order was ſoon broke, and this Method 
Inverted by our own Folly and Diſobedience : Thorns and 
Vite grew up in the Valleys of Fruirfulneſs Gen. 3. 18. 
Ind Pleaſure, and Bread was to be obtained 


© IS 


e the Swear of the Face, and Mine and Oil by the Til- 
„Ie and Labour of the Hand. | 5 . 
„Bur norwithſtanding this Curſe upon the Ground for our 
des, and the Sorrow which is to attend the Products of it, 


e are {till to thank God that we have Strength and Ability 
t labour, and a Soil ro manure and work up, which wall 
aniwer our Expectation, and repay our Induſtry, Our 
Conſtitutions are form'd to the Place of our Nativity, and 
dur Palates adapted to the Fruits of our Country. Every 
2 limate in ſome Senſe, is a Land of Goſhen, and every 
4 WNation flows with its own peculiar Milk and Honey, The 
6 Pivine Wiſdom has mark'd our the ſeveral Seaſons of the 
ear for Agriculture and Improvement, and has ſent Drops 
n Heaven to moiſten the ſtubborn Clay, and repleniſh 
obe World with Plenty and Fatneſs. Thus we ſee the Earth 
| ul vrings forth Fruit from her Surface, and Metals are 
: ug Out of her Bowels. The Sea gives a Paſſage to 
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110 Die Devout Sul. Bcok III 


traffic thro her yielding Waters, and gratifies our Palate 
by the Fiſh of her Boſom. The Heavens afford us the 
Light of the Sun and Moon, and ſhed down the Influence 
of the Stars and Planets. | 


Curioſity, Commerce or Plenty, which we are intent up. 
on; tis but Ak, and ye ſhall have; Seek, and ye ſhall find. 
Endeavour, and we ſhall be ſupply'd : For if Nature is ar 
any time defective, Art ſteps in to her Aſſiſtance; and 
the Inventions of Wiſdom rectifie her Barrenneſs, or ſub. 
due her noxious Qualities. © Of Man, therefore, a dou. 


6c 
6 


60 


W 


herewithal ro anſwer their Occaſions, and alſo to employ 
their Time, and exerciſe their Ingenuity. 


Afectus petere auxilium, & preſtare juberet, 
 Diſperſos trahere in populum, migrare vetuſto 


In ſhorr, whether it be Food, Medicine, Recreation, 


ble Care is taken ; that he ſhould neither want what 
Nature can afford, nor what Art can ſupply. He could 
not be provided of all Conveniencies by Nature only, 
eſpecially ro ſecure him againſt the Injuries of the Air; 
but in Recompence, Nature harh provided Materials 
for all thoſe Arts which ſhe ſees would be needtul in 
Human Life, as Building, Cloathing, Navigation, A. 
griculture, Sc. Thar ſo Mankind might have both 


yy AL. a AS Ao TctzirH=Hi»> -< = 


i Mutuus ut nos 


De nemore, & proauis habitatas linquere ſylvas ; 
ÆAdificare domos, laribus conjungere noſtris 


Tectum aliud, tutos vicino limine ſomnos AV 
Dit collata daret fiducia ; protegere armis v0 
Lapſum, aut ingenti nutantem vulnere civem; an 
Communi dare ſigna tuba, defendier iſdem | R 
Turribus, atque tu portarum clave teneri. | KL 
| Juven. Sat. 1; © 

| FE 66 


A common Love inclines us to receive 
Our Neighbour's Help, and mutual Help to give. 25 


The ſtraggling Members we to Order bind, 5 
To Towns and Cities Vagrants ſtand confin'd; p 
And uſeful Laws are made to curb Mankind. B 


* Purne!'s Theory. B. 2. C. 10. 


Ich. v. Of Proviſion for Living. 111 
te We leave the Range of Woods, the Sylvan Shade, 

be And the poor humble Cotts our Fathers made: 

More ſtately Structures by our Art advance, 

And Houſe adjoin'd to Houle, protect th Inhabitants. 
Hence Plenty flows, and undiſturb'd Repole, 

And mutual Leagues againſt invading Foes, 
Whoe'er uſurps upon another's Right, 

Muſt feel the Weight of our Confed'rate Might. 
Or ſhould a neighb'ring State our City claim; 

When the ſhrill Trumpet ſounds the firſt Alarm, 
The whole unired Clan prepares to Arm: 

On the high Tow'rs the Martial Vouths aſcend, | 
And Show'rs of Darts and Spears their Walls defend. 
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Thus is Man ſupply'd and accommodated with ent 
encies from every Quarter, and may fetch the Materials of 
temporalHappineſs, both from the Products of Creation, and 
[the Improvements of Society: And tis ſurprizing to me, how 
an Intelligent and Sagacious Creature ſhould be fo drowned 
in Lazineſs and Inactivity, as to leave uſeful and neceſſary 
Arts neglected and uncultivated, and trifle away the advan- 
tageous Opportunities of Living, in childiſh Sports and Di- 
verſions. But what adds yer more to my Wonder, is, how 
| Stupidity and Ingratitude ſhould have ſuch a Power and 
Command under the daily Bleſſings of Providence, as to 
turn the Commonneſs and Conſtancy of them, to the Diſ- 
paragement of the Giver, and the leſſening of his Gifts. 
| We are very compliant and obſequious to get into the Fa- 
| your of a Great Man, and uſe abundance of Sollicitation 
and Flattery ro be declard Hleir to a Rich Neighbour or 
Relation: «© We can be thankful to a Friend for a few 
Acres, or a little Money; and yet for the Freedom 
and Command of the whole World, we think our [elves 
under no Obligation “. 

When Gd rained Manns upon the Iſraclites, and filled 
them with the Bread of Heaven; When he ſhower 'd down 
Feathered Fow!s, like as the Sand of the Sea, and ſcatter'd 
Fleſh, as rick as Diſt, round about their Habiration 3 we 
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Part of the Sixth Chapter of St. MatTTHEw Park 


112 The Devout Soul. Book III b. V. 


look with Contempt and Indignation upon the Behaviou Dent f 
= of that People, becaule, whilſt the Meat was 5e pe of 
in their Mouths, they ſinned more and more, andi bl f 
believed not God's wondrous Works, O Mon. il kr 
ſters of Ingratitude, (ſay we, ) to feaſt and rebel at the Cor 
ſame time!] To eat the Food of Angels, and remain ſtupid a; 0 


Pſ. 78, 25,29 
29,31, 32. 


| Brutes! To have their Appetites Cloy'd. and their Eper fand tee: f 


out with Fatneſs; and yet that no Rapture ſhould enflame a 
their Hearts, no Religious Melody enliven their Tongues! ** 
But notwirhſtanding theſe Remonſtrances and Complaintz Th 
againſt our Fore-fathers, Ve, their Poſterity, are Inſtance, is | 
of the like Perverſeneſs and Ingratitude, Never conſider. Nor 

« ing the Advantages of our Condition, nor the Benign. 
& ry of Providence in the Comforts that we enjoy. We 
live unthankfully in this World, and go ſtrugling and dif. 
« contented our of it“. How many are there that warn Will 
themſelves under the Hear and Influence of the Sun, and Nor 
yer have no manner of Merit to entitle them to ſuch a 0 


Favour 2 How many are there, that are fretful in their For 
Stations, and wiſh they had never been Born ? “ And ye 1 
Nature goes quietly on with her Work, and allows them por 
46 


« a Being in deſpite of their own Murmuring and On. 
. thankfulnels, „„ 


— 


P 0 . 


pbras d, from Verſe 25th, to the End. 


WHAT anxious Heats and boiling Paſſions row! d 
Thro' the black Regions of thy troubled Soul? \ 
Why art thou diſcompos'd with previous Fear | 
Of diſtant Ills, which never may appear? 
Submit to Providence the Care of Health; ; 


Reſign to bounteous Heav'n the Thoughts of Wealth. IW 
Project no Schemes againſt th' inclement Air, E 
Nor ſtuff thy Wardrobe for th' enſaing Year. 


5 


— RI ma ea 


i deneca. 


b. V. Of Proviſion for Living. 113 
Non't rack thy Brains for Dainties to delight 
he wanton Cravings of the Appetite. 
For the ſame God, who firſt created Need, . 
ill from his boundleſs Stores the Hungry feed. 
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Conſider, how th' Inhabitants of Air, 

Free from the Tiller's and the Reaper's Care, 
provide no Granaries to hold their Store; 
Bur eat what's preſent, and truſt God for more. 


The puny Dwarf can't ſtretch, with all his might, 
His Pigmy-Body to a Giant's Heights 

Nor will th unwieldy Giants Body fink, _ 

And to the ſcanty Dwarf's Dimenſions ſhrink; 


The Negro's ſooty Looks, with all his Care, 
Will nor aſſume rhe Colours of the Fair; 

Nor hoary Age exchange her wither'd Face 
For blooming Beauty, and a youthful Grace. 


Then, Childiſh Man! Why art thou diſcontent 
For what thy Power can't help, nor Wit prevent? 
Why all this needleſs Art and Coſt employ'd, 
Jo trim thy tawdry Back's expenſive Pride ? 
Ihe bluſhing Roſe, and the blue Violet; 
The Virgin-Lilly in her native White 
| (Whoſe graceful Garb all wiſhing Eyes admire, ) 
Nor Sweat nor Toll for all this rich Attire: 
| Bat ſpring forth ſplendid from their Mother's Womb; 
And wear the Garments wove in Nature's Loom: 

| Yer Sale m's King was neer ſo finely dreſt, 

In all the Drap'ry of the glitr'ring Eaſt; 

Nor could his artful State and Page'ntry 

With Nature's unaſſiſted Beauty vie. 


If then th' Almighty Providence dorh yield 

| Such Glories to the Off-ſpring of rhe Field; 
Whoſe Morning-Luftre feels a ſwift Decay, 

| (Whoſe Birth and Death's included in a Day:) 
Why ſhould ſuſpicious Thoughts thy Mind poſſeſs, 
And form Complaints, His Love for Thee is leſs ? 
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Let Faith and Hope expel miſtruſtful Fear; 


And live dependent on our Father's Love. 
To Morrow's Thoughts muſt ne'er diſturb our Reſt, 


Each future Day ſhall for it ſelf provide, 


— 


Fruit thereof, and the Goodneſs thereof, (Jer. 2. 7.) 


(V. 20.) 
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Shall ev'ry Flow'r with Plenty be ſupply'd; 
And thou, his darling Child, be curs'd with Need > 


Be bold, O Mortal! And confide in Pray'r ; 
Nor by thy own, exclude th' Almighty's Care. 
The ſtupid Pagans on their Wits rely, 

For what their ſenſleſs Idols can't ſupply: 

But by Obedience we our ſelves approve, 


Nor black Suſpici ons rankle in our Breaſt. 


And Providence its ſickle Motions guide. 


— _—— —— — — — 


F 99K at the Generations of old, and fee : Did ever . 
truſt in the Lord, and was confounded ? Or did any abi 
in his Fear, and was forſaken ? (Ecclus. 2. 10.) | red 

Mhen was his Hand ſhortned, or his Ear heavy? Or wim Wi 
did he ever deſpiſe, that called upon him? (Ibid.) | pic 


I have been young, and now am old, and yet never ſaw | tix 


righteous forſaken, nor hu Seed begging their Bread. (PI. 3725 | tl 


The Lord will not ſuffer ſuch Souls to famiſh : But he ca- 
eth away the Subſtance of the Wicked. (Prov, 10.3.) 
He hath brought us into a plentifu! Countrey, to eat .. 


Our Lot is fallen in a fair Ground: Tea, we have a gene- 
rous God, and a goodly Heritage. (Pl. 16. 7.) 
Our Root is ſpread out by the Waters, and the Dew lieth a. 
Night on our Branches. (Job 29. 19.) | 7 
Our Glory is freſh in us, and our Bow is renewed im our Hard. 
Our Sons grow up as the young Plants, and our Daughters att 
as the poliſh'd Corners of the Temple. (Pl. 144. 12.) 
Our Barns are filled with Plenty, and our Preſſes burſt ot 
with new Nine, (Prov. 3.10) 


09 
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Our Garners are repleniſhed with all manner of Store, and our 
Sleep bring forth Thouſands, and Ten Thouſands in our Streets. 
(Pl. 144. 13.) —_— | | 
Our Oxen are ſtrong to Labour, and there is no decay, no 
kuding into Captivity, and no complaining in our Streets. (V. 14.) 
Happy are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe: Tea, bleſſed 
ge the People, who have the Lord for their God. (V. 15.) 
Then, praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all his Be- 
wfts, (Pſ. 103. 2.) 85 
Praiſe the Lord, who ſaveth thy Life from Deſtruction, and 
crowneth thee with Mercy and Loving-Rindneſs. (V. 4.) 
| Praiſe the Lord, who ſatisfieth thy Mouth with good things, 
making thee Pung and Luſty as an Eagle. (V. 5.) 


HT M N 1 


THE Earth is thine, O Lord, and all that therein is; the 
4 Compaſs of the World, and they that dwell therein. (P.. 24.1.) 

| Thou haſt ſet all the Borders of the Univerfe: Thou haſt 
I made Summer and Winter. (PC. 74. 18.) Co 
| The Day is thine, and the Night is thine: Thou haſt prepa- 
ved the Light and the Sun. (V. 17. 
| Thou viſiteſt the Earth, and bleſſeſt it: Thou makeſt it very 
Lentenus. (Pl. 65. % 55 | 

| Thou bringeſt forth Graſs for the Cattle, and green Herb for 
the Service of Men. (Pl. 104. 14.) Fg 

| The River of God is full of Water: Thou prepareſt their 
Corn; for ſo thou provideſt for the Earth? (V. 10. 
| Thou watereſt the Furrows ; Thou ſendeſt Rain into the little 
| Furrows thereof: Thou makeſt it ſoft with the Drops of Rain, 
and bleſſeſt the Encreaſe of it. (V. 11.) . 

| Thou crowneſt the Year with thy Goodneſs, end thy Clouds drop 
| Fatneſs. (V. 12.) 

| They drop upon the dwellings of the Wilderneſs, and the lit 
ile Hills ſhall rejoice on every fide. (V. 13.) | 

| The Folds ſhall be full of Sheep ; The Valleys alſo ſhall land 
| {o thick, with Corn, that they ſpall laugh and fing, (V. 14.) 
O, Praiſe the Lord, ye that partake of his Bounty, and mag- 
| nifie him, who giveth Focd unto all Fleſh. (PI. 136. 25.) 
O, thank the Lord of all Lords: For his Bleſſings are per- 
| petal, and his Mercy endureth for ever, (V. 3. 


The 
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The Ground ſhall be no more curſed. for Man's ſake; nor, 
very living thing ſmitten by a ſecond Deluge. (Gen. 8. ,, 
The Moon #5 appointed for certain Seaſons, and the Sun hygg 
eth his going down. (Pl. 104. 19.) ; „ 
Mile the Earth remaineth, Seed-time and Harveſt, Cold and 
Heat, Summer and Winter, Day and Night, ſhall not ceaſe, 
(Gen. 8. 22.) hs HEDGE | 


PRATER I. 


| God, who haſt given me Bread to ſtrengthen my Heart 
and Mine to chear my Countenance z Grant that I may 
not abuſe the One ro Gluttony, nor the Other to Drunken. 
neſs: But that receiving thy bountiful Favours with 
Thankſgiving, I may ſerve thee in Temperance and 89. 
briery, rhro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. | 


'PRATER- . 


O Moſt merciful Father, who of thy gracious Goodne'; 
heareſt rhe devour Prayers of thy Church, and rurnef 
| Dearth and Scarcity into Cheapneſs and Plen- 
2 ty ; I give thee humble Thanks for thy ſpecial 
or Ye | , | 
OY Bounty, beſeeching thee to continue thy loving 
Kindneſs unto me and all thy Servants, that our Land 
may yield her Fruits of Increaſe, to thy Glory and our 
Comfort, rthro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen, 


The End of the TuixDd Boos, 
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An Entertainment for the Thankful. 
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8 BOOK IV. | 
of the Chriſtian biken = 
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CHAP: I. 
of the Nativity Heck CHRIST, = 


LUKE 2. To, 11. 


m1 I bins you Tidings of great 70, which ſpall be'to all 
| People : For unto you 78 born this day in the City of David, 
L | 4 Seviour, which is Chrife the Lord. 


MEDITATION. 


| d EMOLD, I bring you Tidings of great Foy: O tranſ. 
; porting News! O ſurprizing Congratulation ! The 
D Blefing is whar becomes the Majeſty of Heaven 

to beſtow ; and the Meſſage is ſuch, as is wor- 
by of an Angel's Tongue to communicate, © Awakg, 
Farr | de Cc Awake, 


— — - 


ner of the World, nor obſcur'd in a ſmall City, and à iin 
contemptible Cottage: But an unuſual Appearance in the 


nerarlons. O Zion, that bringeſ# good Tidings, get thee 


5 Luke 2. 


118 The De vout Soul, Bock IV. 
Awake, put on thy Strength, O Zion; Put on thy beautif 
, Garments, O Feruſalem. Break into _ . 

I's. 44. 23: gether, ye waſte Places: Shake thy ſelf from the Yor 
Du ſt; Ariſe, and ſit down, O Feruſalem. Sing, 


O ye Heavens; for the Lord hath done it: Shout, ye lower I f 

Parts of the Earth: Break forth into ſinging, ye Mountains, . 

O lorreſt, and every Tree therein. For the Lord hath redeemed he ( 
Jacob, and glorified himſelf in Iſrael. he 


This aſtoniſhing Birth was nor to be confin'd to a Cor. 


Heavens was to norifie it to diſtant Nations, and the Lead. 
ing of a Star was to produce Preſents and Adoration from 
the Wiſeſt Men of the Egſtern Countries. Oh! then let 
us not hide rhis Myſtery, nor depreciate the Dignity of ii. 
Let us commemorate it with Thankfulneſs in our own Fa. 
milies, and convey it with Impartiality to ſucceeding Ge. 


up into the high Mountain: O Feruſalem, thut 
bringeſt good Tidings, lift up thy Voice nit) 
Strength : Lift it up, be not afraid: Say unto the Cities 
Fudah, Behold your Ged: Proclaim it unto the Heathen, thit 
their Redeemer is come. Redeemer is a Word, which carrie 
Joy and Tranſporr in the Pronunciation of it, and fills the 
Mind with all the ſoothing Idea's of Aflnence, Pleaſure, 
and Triumph: My Soul ſprings forward at this enlivening 
Sound, and my Tongue joyns with rhe Celeftfal Choir, i 
finging, Glory to God in the Higheſt, and on Earth Peat 
2 | Good Will towards Men. Every Valley ſhall i 
"+* exalted, and every Mountain and Hill ſhal l 
iſa, 40. 4.3: Made low: The Crooked ſhall be made ſereight, ak 
* * the rough Places plain. The Glory of the Lui 
ſhall be revealed, and all. Fleſh ſhall ſee it together, fo 
God hath appeared viſibly in the Intereſt of his People 
and hath erected his Standard in the whole Land. H 
Bounty is become univerſal, and the Bleſſing is reachec 
out to all People, Nations and Languages. Truth and Sal 
vation are no longer confined to the Territories of Pat 
tine, nor the Divine Favour appropriated to the Few 
But Cretes and Arabians, Medes and Parthians behold tif 
wonderful Works of God, and are admitted to the Parcs 
gipation of his Joy and Glory. The whole World! 


incol 


Ifa, 40. 9. 


#1. Of the Nativity of Cbrif * 


ncorporated into the Loins of Abraham, and Sons are raiſed 


yp unto him out of the Stones of the Street. From this very 


Moment, the Powers and Principalities of Darkneſs, begin to 
„(ecline, and the Souls of Men recover themſelves from 
the Bondage and Slavery of Sin. The Synagogue and the 


.  *'S 


the Partition-Wall of Ordinances is broken down, and all 
eeremonious Forms of Diſtinction and Pre-eminence va- 
a un. The Emnity between Heaven and Earth is compos'd, 
end the Divine Embaſſador deſcends to ſeal an Everlaſting 
- League with Rebels and Apoſtares. 1 | 
Come, my Soul, ler us accompany the Angels and 
ſhepherds, and pay our Compliments to the Prince of 
peace at his firſt Arrival. Let us gladly embrace the 
Terms of his Mediation, and make a due Preparation 
for the receiving him into our Hearts, For thou art not 
W expect, O my Soul, to ſee his Levee throng'd with 
ltendance, or the Preſence-Chamber ſhining with State 


le Fleſh, not many Mighty, not many Noble, are 1 Cor. 1. 26 
led; bat God hath choſen the baſe and de- 2% 
hicable things of this World to confront the Honourable, 
and triumph over the Powerful. 

Inſtead of blowing up thy Pride and Vanity, and poſ- 
ling thy Imagination with a falſe Notion of Power, the 
ero of this Day preſents thee with an humble Entrance 


mo his Dominions, and by every Circumſtance of his 


9 


re, O ye Kings, and underſtand; Learn, ye that vuicg. 4425 
Judges of the Ends of the Earth: Give ear, e 

bat rule the People, and glory in the Multitude of Nations. 
or here is an Inſtance worthy of your Imitation; here is 
Example to curb your own Perſonal Vanity, and re- 
ench the Luxury and Haughtineſs of your Courts. The 
onarch, by whom ye reign, did not abhor the lom Eſtate 
the Virgin s Womb; but debas'd and vilify'd himſelf, that 
e might exalt and dignifie others. Inftead of vaunting 
s Sovereignty, and dazling your Eyes with the magnifi- 
ent Appearance of the Godhead, he emptied himfe/f, and 
came of no Reputation, and took upon him the Form cf a 
vant, that he might waſh the Pilgrims Feet, and admint- 
R 5 ber 


fcademy preach the ſame Faith and Moraliry ; the Few and 
he Gentzle.are united in the Object of their Worſhip, and 


d Magnificence ; becauſe not many iſe Men after 


irh ennobles Poverty and Condeſcenfion. Hear there- 
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120 The Devout Soul. Book IV. 
ſter to the Neceſſity of the Afflicted. Never was Earthly 
Royalty put more to the Bluſh, than by this Cosdeſcention 
Never was Pomp and Vanity o truly expos'd : Never was 


the Imperfection of Cour ts and Palaces ſo juſtly repreſen- 
ted. 


From hence we are to gather, that the Kingdom of the 
Meſſiah is not properly of this World, and that all thoſe lofryf 
and gaudy Expreſſions, with which the Prophets buoy and! 
fluſh up the Expectation of their Countreymen, do not ſol 
much relate ro the Temporal Juriſdiction of Judæa, as thel 
Union of Spiritual Intereft, the Propagation of Truth, thel 
Kingdom of Grace, and the Inheritance of Glory. Uno 
us 4 Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and cho 1 
the Gov ernment be upon his Shoulder, and his} 
Name called Jeſus, it is not ſo much becauſe he ſhall ſuc- 


& 
Iſa. 9. 6. 


ceed his Father David in his Temporal Dominions, as be— 
cauſe he ſhall ſave his People from their Hint. 
A Glorious Salvation indeed! An Enterprizel 
worthy the Incarnation of a God! A d fit to bel 
recorded to all Poſterity! | 

The poor. miſtaken Fews look'd with regret upon the Eh4 
croachments of the Romans; and when they ſaw the San. 
Aua defild, and the Royal Line of David dethron'd, or 
extinct, were apt to cry out, Where is the Promiſe of | bit 
Coming? Their refractory Necks toſsd under the Yoke 
Servitude, and their haughty Stomachs could not bear the 
Taxes and Impeſitions of their victorious Neighbours, 
Me (lay they) be Abraham's Seed, and neve 
were in bondage to any Man. We are the „ 
dren of Liberty, and the Choſen of the Lord; and 
God bath made an everlaſting Covenant with » us, 
even the fure Mercies of David. 

This, indeed, is a Covenant, w hich ſhall never be bro. 
ken: Thele are the Mercies, which ſhall never be exhau 
ſted. But alas! alas! We are nor to pur our own Inte- 
pretation upon the Laws of God, nor to gratifie our Am 
bition by the Hopes of Temporal Grandeur. The moſt in 
ſupportable Capiivity | is Sin, and the moſt formidable Eue 
my is Satan: And it is not ſo much the Necks of our uſur 
ing Neighbours, or the Wealth of Rival: Nations, hich 
we are to aim at, as the Conqueſts of our Luſts, an 


the purging of our Conſciences from dead Works. In thi 
| ſenle 


Matt. 1. 21. 


Joh. 8. 33. 


Iay . 


. 0 the Nativity of Chrift. 321 


ease, God has publiſh'd Salvation to his Inheritance. 
5 . 4 7 

md given a Leader and Commander to his 16, 52. 2. 
ole, and looſed the Bands from the Neck of Ch. 55. 4. 
e Captive Daughter of Zion. Mercy and Truth are 


| met together ; Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed pg, FOO 
1 uch other: Tea, Righteouſneſs hath locked down f 
n Heaven, and Peace hath ſettled her Reſidence upon 
e berch: Goodneſs triumphs, and juſtice is ſarisfy'd; the 
e bebt to offended Majeſty is paid, and the Obligation a- 
„ inſt an Inſolvent Debtor is cancell'd, 

y — — FE . 
e 


BE bold the riſing Scenes of Joy! 
*= The basking Smiles on Nature's Face! 
How all Creation's Works rejoice ! 
How calm the Heaven's! How chearfully the Morn 
Welcomes th' Approaches of this Happy Day, 
Wherein the Saviour of this World was born! 
How ſplendid does the Rzphteous Sun arile, 
And ſpread his Healing Beams _ 
Along the Eaſtern Skies? 
How muſt the Furies of the Night 
Kculk ar th* Approaches of his op'ning Light ? 


II. 

O Happy Virgin! Thon, above the reſt, 
By Heav'n art favour'd, and divineiy bleſt. 
Thou art the Darling of the Pow'r above; 
The Choſen Veſſel to contain his Love. 

0 Happy Woman! worthy to reſtore 
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4 That Paradiſe, which Woman loſt before, 
up As Thou, in Virtue didſt thy Sex excel, 
uch So ſhall the Ages yer to come, 
and In grateful Strains thy Praiſes teil, 
th! ind blets the ſacred Burden of thy Womb. 
ale ji 
Part IT. 22 Ta III. 
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III. 


The Angels leave their Rear 'nly Seat, 
And on their new-born Monarch wait: 
Dou as the winged Squadrons move, 
They ſpread the Tidings of Almighty Love. 
Their Arms the peaceful Banner bear; 
There warbling Tongues in grateful Lays, 
Their Monarch's growing Deeds declare, 
And magnifie his * Father's Praiſe. 


IV. It c 
Gay Nature in her ancient Glory reigns; | 
And ranſom'd Nations quit their ſervile Chains, 
Nothing bur univerſal Harmony, 
Nothing bur Love and Liberty, 
Oer the wide Surface of the World abound. 
Ide Noiſe of Drums and Trumpets ceaſe, 


And ev Ty harſher Sound 
Lies huſh'd i'th' Arms of Everlaſting Peace. 
The Shield and Spear are uſeleſs things, Th 


The Sport of Boys, the Scorn of Kings. | fn 
The render Virgin need no longer Fear _ 
Her pining Lever ſhould be preſs'd ro War: 

For greater Monarchs ceale 
To prey vpon the lels, 
And thankfully enjoy their Realms! at Peace. 


V. 

Lions grow gentle and forget to roar, | = 
And Shepherds guard their Flocks no more: Ar 

The Welf and Tyger lay their Roughneſs by, | | 

And with the harmleſs Lamkins play: | 
No Fear nor Danger can their Mirth reſtrain ; F(T 
They frisk, they bound it o'er the Plain, 18 
And in promiſcuous Herds reſide; 55 
= Then triendly reft their Limbs by o one another ide. 7 
A 


ch. I. Of the Nativity of Chris. 23 


VI. 


The Peaſant prunes his fruitful Vine, 
And undiſturb'd enjoys the Wine: 
The wining Boughs ſurround his Head, 
Whilſt he carouſes in the Shade. 
The crooked Serpent leaves his Guile, 
And ſporting Infants on him ſmile. 
Ihe griefly-Warriour's ruſty Blade, 
Imo. a fruitful Plow-ſaare made, Te 
Turns up the Glebe, which heretofore 
It drench d ieh fatt'nin 8 Streams of Haman Gore, 


1 


O poor deſpiſed Bethlebem, 
(Thou wretched unfrequented Town P 
Ev'n thou ſhalt raiſe thy drooping Head; 
| Ev'n Thou ſhalt have Renown; | 
And o'er the Globe thy Glory ſpread, | 
And vie with proud Feruſalem. 
Thou ſhalt the Promis d Bleſſing give 
Thy Manger ſhall thy Royal Gueſt receive, 
And from hy: Sara Birch, may it date thy OW. 


VI II. 


O happy Judab! Heav'n deſigns 
That from thy Princely Loins, 
This Mighty Monarch ſhall ariſe; 
Who ſhall ſupport thy tott'ring State, 
And ober thy fickle Sons preſide; 
| Who ſhall ſubdue thine Enemies, 
And Paleſtine by ſacred Maxims guide 
| Who baniſh'd Juſtice ſhall reſtore, 
And Truth and Mercy propagate, 
| (The helpleſs Orphan's Friend, and Patron of the Poor.) 4 
| Obſequious Nations ſhall to him reſort, 
And ſtarely Kings pay Homage to his Court. 
| The Roman Eagles their proud Flight ſhall low'r, 
And Ceſar own a greater SOV'rel 90 's Pow'r. 
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EHT M N. I. 


"HY do the Heathen fo furiouſly rage to ether, and why 
do the People imagine a vain thing? 18 „% 


— 


| The Kings of the Earth ſtand up, and * the Rulers take Coun. E 

| " together 4 840 the Lord, and againſt his Anointed. V. 2) 151 
Yet have I ſet my Kjng upon my holy Hill of Sion, and eſta. WM 1017 

_ Bliſh'd the Throne in the Seed of David for evermore. (V. E) Te 
I have made bare my Holy Arm in the Eyes of all Naticas, can © 
and all the Ends of the Earth, ſhall ſee the Salvation of Gal, (V.“ 
(ita. 52. 10.) ER 
have put on Righteouſneſs as a Breaſt- Plate and an » Helmet I hat 

of Salvation on my Head. (C. 59. 17.) not l 

I will preach the Law be a the Lord bath ſaid unto me, A 
Thou art my Son, this Day have ] begotten thee, (Pl. 2. 7.) Lori 
De ſire of me, ani 1 will give thee the Heathen for thine In. F 
FA and toe urtermeſt Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſ on. WY 16: 
5 + 

The Gentiles ſhall come to thy Light, ad Kings to tie fen 
brightne fs of thy riſing. (Iſa. 60. 3.) * 
Thy Sons ſhall come from. far, and thy Daughters frail be, 

| wr ſec at thy Side: (V. 4.) 1 
And ſhall ſerve the Lord their God, and David their King, N 
whow he ſhall raiſe up unto them. W A 


And in every place Incenſe ſhall be offered unto my Name, ard lea 
a pure Offering: For my Name ſhall be Great, from the vi, 
up of the Sun, even unto the going down of the fee, al. Na 
1. 11,12. | | 

O Fudah, keep ls feln Feuſts, perform ohy Porr For the ca 
Wicked ſhall no more paſs thro" thee. (Nah. 1. 15.) 

 YVhereas thou haſt been forſaken and hated, I will make tlie: on 
an Rlernal nee and a 700 of many Generation. | 4a 
(Iſa. 60. 15.) | 5 
For Braſs I will bir Gold, nd for Iron I will 155 Bo =! 
yer, and for Wood, | Braſs ; and For Stones, Tron, (V. | 

Violence ſhall no more. be heard in thy Land; 2 92 " = 
Deftruion within 7 7 Borders, (V. 18.) | | 


ch. I. Of the Nativity of Chriſt. 123 


But thou thi call thy Malls, Salvation; and thy Gates, 


Praiſe : And 1 will alſo make thy Officers Peace, and thy Exa· 
Bore 3 Mick ) | 


HYMN II. 


Even I, am 1455 Lord, and beſide me tis 5 no Saviour: 

q1am the Lord, your Holy One, and the Creator of Iſrael, 
yur Ning. (Iſa. 43. 11, 15.) 

Yea, before the Day was, IJ am He, and there 1s none that 
can deliver out of my Hand: I will work, and who ak aun let it d 
1.139": 

Remember, O Jacob and Iſrael ; for thou art my RE 3 
I have formed thee, thou art my Servant: O Iſrael, rho ſhalt 
nt be forgotten of me. (Ch. 44.21.) 


Lord is riſen upon these: (Ch. 60. 1.) 


For behotd, Darkneſs ſhal cover the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs 
the People. (V. 2.) 


But the Lord ſpall ariſe upon thee, and his Glory foal be 
ſeen upon thee, (Ibid ) 
neſs ſhall the Moon give Light unto thee: (V. 19.) 


of thy Mourning ſhall be ended. (V. 20.) 


leard ſuch a thing? Who hath ſeen ſuch things ? ( C. 66.8.) 
Shall the Earth be made to bring forth in one Day, or ſhall a 

Nation be born at once 2 (Abid.) 

Before Zion travailed, fhe brought forth: Before ber Pain 

© Wt came, ſhe was deliver d of a Man- Child. (V7) | 

| O! Suck, and be ſatisfied with the Breaſts of her Conſelati- 

ens: That ye may milk, out, and be ſatisfied with the Abun- 

| dance of ber Glory. (V. II. ) 

| Te ſhall fuck, Ye ſhall be born upon her Sides, and be dan- 

| led upon her Knces, (Ibid) 

| As one whom his Mother comforteth, ſo will T comfort you, 

| and ye ſhall be comforted in Feruſalem. (V. 13.) | 

And when ye ſee this, your Heart ſnall rejoice, and your Bones 


| ſoail Kae like an Herb. (V. * 
And 


Ariſe, Shine ; for thy Light 5 come, and the Glory of the 


be Sun ſhall be no more thy Light by Day, neither ** brigbt- 
But the Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting Light, and the Days 


Lift up thine Eyes round about thee, and ſee : Maho hath 
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And the Hand of the Lord ſhall be known towards his Ser 


vants, and his Indignation towards his Enemies, (Ibid.) 


LR —————_—_ — 


PR ATE R I. 


ALwigbry God, who haſt given us thine only begotten 

Son to N our 8 8 him, _ to be Born 
A , x... of a pure Virgin; Grant, that I being regene. 
We org pong and made thy Child by. Nerd and 
Grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit, thro the 
fame our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee, and the {ame Spirit, ever One God, World without 
End. Amen. 8 „ 


PR AT ER 1. 


O Hol; Jeſus ! O Immortal Saviour ! I fall low at thy 
Foor-ftool, and adore the Humility of thy Birth. 2; 


the Kings of Arabia and Saba bring Gifts, ſo I am willing 


to preſent thee with the Myrrþ and Frankincenſe of my 
Praiſes and Adorations, always. acknowledging the Din. 
nity of thy Nature, and applauding the Condeſcention of 
thy Union with Humanity. Lord, (whilft thou confineſ 
me to this Earth,) ler me proceed on, contemplating the 
Myfteries of thy Incarnation, with Faith and Reverence; 
and employ me hereafter as a Servant in thy triumphant 
Kingdom, and admit me with Saints and Angels to the 
Viſion and Enjoyment of thy glorify'd Preſence. . Amen. 
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JJC 
07 the Life of Chriſt. 


KCTS is. 


Ibo went about doing good 


MEDITATION. 


WM Ho art now entring, O my Soul, upon the 
Survey of a Life, which was tranſacted in the ſpace 

of about Thirty three Years, and yet is ſo copious in 

Facts, and ſo repleniſh'd with variety of Circumſtances, 
that if they ſhould be written every one of them, I. ſuppoſe 
| that even the World it ſelf could not contain the 

TH Books that ſnould be written. Volumes would | 

WW be deficient to record the Actions of the Holy Jeſus; the 
e Labours of the Pen-Men would be infinite, and the Life 


John 21. 28. 


of the Reader too ſhort for the peruſal of them. 55 i 
I But notwithſtanding a compleat and univerſal Narrative 1 
e of our Chriſtian Founder may be ſtil] wanting; yer, the 
WW Wiſdom of God is abundantly conſpicuous, and his Good- | 
neſs is to be applauded, for preſerving Witneſſes, and 1 

| inſpiring Evangeliſts, to preſerve as much of this Sacred 7 
Story as may be neceſſary for Poſterity ro know, and uſe- & 

ful for the Church ro imitate. By the peruſal of their { 
Writings, we ſhall learn, that one Uniform Principle | 
actuated the whole Life of the Author and Finiſher of our ö 


Faith, and that the procuring of ſome good for Mankind 
was chiefly aim'd at, as well in his Private Deyorions, as 
his more Public Undertakings, 


II 


128 The Devout Soul. Book IV. 


If we would trace this great Exemplar of perfection 
and Holineſs from the Cradle to his Paſſion, we ſhall lind 
that his Minority was ſpent in Duty to his Parents, and 
Obedience to Government; in obſerving the Ceremonies 

of the Moſaic Diſpenſation, and praiſing the Righte- 

ouſneſs of the Natural and Moral Law. 
At Twelve Tears of Age he attended the Congreſs of the 
Learned, and enter'd into the ſolemn Diſputations of the 
Doctors, and by the Weight of his Queſtions, and the Per. 
tinency of his Anſwers, aſtoniſh'd the Rabbins and Fathers 
of rhe FewiſÞ Church, and gave the moſt pregnant and 
early Proof of his Divine Miſſion and Wiſdom. 

In ſome ofthe ſucceeding Parts of his Life, He apply'd 
himſelf to the Exerciſe of an Honeſt Calling, and by his 
own painful and laborious Example, incited us to Diligence 

and Application in our reſpective Profeſſions. 

After his Baptiſm in Jordan, and his Inauguration to 
the Prophetic Office, the Heavens began to open, and his 
Divine Luſtre more viſibly appeared: He was draw from 
a Retir d and Private, to a more Active and Public Life; 
and all Judæa became the Theatre of his Piety, and eve- 

ry Eye the Spectaror of his Miracles : And then, Good 
God! Whar Temprations did he encounter, and what 
_ enfnaring Propoſals did he diſdain ?. What affectionate 
Prayers, and melting Diſcourſes dropt from his Lips? 
What Faſtings and Auſterities, what Self-denial and Mor- 
_ rification, was remarkable in his Life? How did his Pre- 
ſence illuminate, and his Parables reform; his Converſa- 


,. 


tion edifie, and his Example attract? | 

He ft addreſſed himſelf to the loft Sheep of the Houſe 
F Iſrael, and then ſollicited the Harlat: and Demoniacs to 
Repentance; and courted Publicans and invers wich the 


moſt obliging Propoſals of Salvation. He drew the Mul- 


titude after him, and by a miraculous Encreaſe of Loaves 
and Fiſhes, filed his hungry Auditors with the good Things of 
Earth, as well as Bread of Heaven, He won upon the 
Diſeaſed by a Renewal of their Health, and drew Cripple: 
and Lepers after him, by a wonderful Infuſion of Vigour 
and Strength into their Joints and Limbs, _ | 

Thus the Kingdom of the Meſſiah was a Reſtoration of 
Nature, and every Spectator might either experience in 
himſelf, or behold in his Neighbour, ſome PEOPLES In- 
| | 5 | | ance 


Ch. II. Of the Life of Chriſt. 129 
tance of his Redeemer's Love and Benefience. Then 
pere the weak Hands ſtrengthned, and the feeble Knees con- 
firmed : Then the Eyes of the Blind were opened, | 
aud the Ears of the Deaf unſtopped : Then the 
. * leaped like an Hart, and the Tongue of the 
Dum ang. 

And 3 Reaſon was there for this Joy, when the ſur- 
prizing Care of rhe Body, was but an Emblem and Re- 
reſentation of the Health and Sanity which was convey- 
ed to the Mind. The great Redeemer of Mankind, was 
in the moſt eminent Senſe a Phyſician of Souls, and diſ- 
played his Heavenly Arr in cloſing and binding up the 


Ila. 35. 3. 5.6. 


Wounds and putrifying Sores of a broken and contrite Heart, 
and allwaging the Choler, and mollifying the Stubborn- 
neſs of an inveterate Sinner. His Preſcriptions had a pe- 


culiar Regard to the Regulation and Management of the 
paſſions, and his Views were all directed to the purging 
of Corrupted Nature, and ſubduing the Exorbitancy of 
Luſt and Appetite. 5 5 1 

Never was there ſuch a Scheme laid for the Intereſt of 
Forlorn Man; and never could there be ſuch Vigour and 
Fidelity in the Execution of ir. The Divine Undertaker 
was ſo intent upon the Buſineſs of Others, that He neg- 


lected not only the the Diverſions, but Neceſſaries of his ow 


Life; and ſubmitted to the Preſſure of Hunger and Thirſt, 
and the Fatigue of frequent Journeys and hard Lodgings, 
that he might diſcharge his Truſt with Honour, and lay 
an Obligation even upon his very Enemies, 

In the ſame bleſſed Refignation and Conformity which 


| he lived, He ar laſt underwent the moſt Barbarous and 
| Ignominious Death, exhibiring to his Church a Pattern of 


| Suffering as well as Acting, and leaving us an 
Example, that we ſhould follow his Steps. 


I Pet. 2o Is 


O Eternal God, and Omniporent Father! Do thou pre- 


deſtinate us to be conformable to the Image of thy 
| Son, and take us into the honourable Like- 
| neſs of the Godhead, O thou, who art the Va, the Truth, 


Rom. 8. 29. 


and the Light; do thou guide our wand'ring Feet, do 


| thou illuminate our ſtupid Underſtandings, do thou influ- 


| ence our wavering Hearts. Draw us O God, and we 
| ſpall follow ther: Faften the Cords of Love to our Souls, and 


cher our Affections ro Eternity; and ihen ſhall we 
I ſpurn 
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130 The Devon Six. Bock Ib. II. 
| ſ5urn the "IM and Vanities of 4 debauch'd World, ind | 


Conquer, and Triumph, and Aſcend with our Redeemer. ge lle 
; z 5 5 N — His! 
POEM Br 


A Paraphraſe on the Seventy ſecond PSALM. 


God, the Regent of all Earthly Kings! 3 
: O God, from whom the Pow'r of Monarchs ſprings! 
Ler all the Bleſſings, which my Reign attend, 

Pals with the Crown, and on my Heir deſcend : 
O! Let him ev'ry Subject's Right reſtore, 
Plead for the Orphan, and protect the Poor: 
Then the high Mountains ſhall record his Name, 
And every little Hill his Worth proclaim, 


The ſcorching Sun ſhall ſooner quit his Light, 
And the pale Moon, the Empire of the Night ; 
Than Subjects murmur, or Allegiance ceaſe 
IThro' the ſucceſſive Rounds of endleſs Peace. 


As che parch'd Earth imbibes the friendly Show'r; 
And dropping Deus revive the with'ring Flow'r ; 


So the ſweet Infl'ence of his gentle Reign | ® 
Shall chear his People, and his Realms ſuſtain: tO 
Triumphant Virtue ſhall aſcend the Throne, Ii 
And load with Honours each deſerving Son. | Thr 


No fingle Climare ſhall this Prince confine ; 
Much leſs the ſcanty Realms of Paleſtine. 
From Sea to Sea his ſpacious Pow'r extends: 
And that which bounds the World, his Empire ends. 


The barb'rous Nations at his Foot-ſtool bow, 
And injur'd States for his Protection ſue. 

His haughty Foes with trembling Dread ſubmit, 
And proſtrate, lick the Duſt beneath his Feet. 


Twſoif 
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wſpiſp and Cyprus, their rich Preſents bring} 
and Sheba's Gifts would bribe a greater King. 
ſhe Iſles and Continent muſt own his Sway, 
Ind ev'ry vanquiſh'd Porentate obey. 


His Ears ſhall liften to th' Afflicted's Pray'rs; 
nd Juſtice ſhall redreſs the Needy's Tears. 

is proſp'rous Arm ſhall quell th Oppreſſor's Might; 
nd give the injur'd World their peaceful Right; 


d 


Bur moſt of all ſhall ſlaugbterꝰd Innocence 
Provoke the Fury of this righreous Prince, 
ind Fraud ſhall feel the Scourge, as well as Violence. 


& w—_ -- 


Theſe gen'rons Acts, his Empire ſhall uphold: 

and Salem's Streets ſhall ſhine with Sheba's Gold. 

The Subject's Lips ſhall for the Monarch pray, 
And praiſe the Bleſſings which their Hearts enjoy; 


What, tho' the Sower, with a niggard Hand, 
Defrauds th' Expectance of the furrow'd Land ? 
The fruitful Crop ſhall barren Carmel fill, 

[And ſtrouting Ears ſhall nod on ev'ry Hill. 

[The Harveſt, like the Pines, ſhall raiſe its Head, 
[Wave with the Wind, and on the Mountains ſpread. 
The City treaſures up the ripen'd Grain, 
And Rural Fruits her crouded Streets ſuſtain. 


O Gracious God, rhe Parent of our Joys! 

Still ſhall my grateful Lips thy Bounty praiſe : 

| Thro* the wide World Fl propagate thy Name, 
While diſtant Nations join r' exalt thy Fame. 


HYMN 


4 +  # 


"HYMN I. 


| / ſoever things were written aforetime, were written fy 
eur Learning, that we through Patience and Comfort of 
the Scriptures might have Hope: FHom. 15. 4.) | 
And Hope we have by the Merits of Jeſus ; and Strength 
in our Calling, by the Operations of the Eternal Spirit. 
Wie have the Life of the Meſſiab to direct our Ways, and 
his Blood to attone for our Miſcarriages. a 
For fince we are Men, and not Gods, and have the Cor. 
ruption of Nature, always encountering with the Obedi- 
ene of he gf fot EE 
It is impoſſible for us to be regular in all our Conduct, 
and to arrive at the Innocence of the Immaculate Lamb: 
But yer, if our Reſolutions be Sincere and Magnani. 
mous, and our Undertakings Juſt and Honourable; 
The Imputation of our Saviour's Righteouſneſs is decreed 
to us by Heaven, and the Laurels of our Conqueror, are 
deſtin d for our Bro. 
The Inheritance ſhall be confer'd on the Adopted Heir, 
and their Title is ratify'd ro Immortality. 
O! rherefore, let us /ook up to him, who knew no Sin, and 
yet endured ſuch Contradiction of Sinners. (Heb. 12, 43.) 
Let us conſider the Lips which concealed no Guile, and 
the Hands which were always waſhed in Innocency. 
Attend him, O ye Wean, and Heavy-laden : Repoſe 
your Burdens upon his Shoulders, ye faint and panting 
Souls. 25 . VV 
Take his Toke in Exchange of your Own, and learn of 
Him, who is Meek and Lowly in Heart. (Matt. 1 1. 29. 
For his Yoke is eaſie, and his Burden is light: His Command- 
ments are not Grievous, nor his Service Impracticable. (V. 3. 


1 Jon 5.3.) 


7 


cb . f the Le ey Giri, 333 


HYMN Il. 


Fo ME Things were acted by our Saviour to PR] | 
ſtrate his own Divinity, and Others to ſatisfie the Juſtice 
of his injur'd Father. 

Theſe, we are no ways authoriz'd to copy after, neither 
an we hope for aſſiſtance in our Pretences to any tack 
Imitation. 

We are not to ſuſpend the Operations of Nature, or to 
command Heaven and Earth to attend our Pleaſure. 

We are not to drive away Diſeaſes by the Breath of 
dur Mouth; But to relieve the Sickly by the GOAT of 
our Hand. 4 

St. Peter's Caſe ſeems to be the Reverſe of our. own! 
and even a contrary Practice demonſtrates our Faith. 

Of Silver and Gold we may have a plentiful Treaſure z 
and by a liberal Profuſion of This, we may give Eyes to 
the Blind, and Feet to the Lame: (Acts 3.6.) HS 

Bur we have no Commiſſion to pronounce the Name of 
us as a Charm, or to infuſe ſtrength! into the . 
by dint of a Miracle. 

A Forty Days Faſt is roo hard for Fleſp and Blood, and 4 
Perſonal Conflict with Satan too e ptuous for fr all Hu- 
manity. = 

Bur to uſe che Armour which our Saviour has leſt us; 
i laudable; and to fight under the Chriſtian Banner, win 
Ibe attended with ſurpriſing Succeſs. 

To mortifie the Fleſh is to enliven the Seit; 3 and to 
expel Luſt, is the ſublimeſt Part of an Heroic Character. 

Here the Example of our Saviour will be of eminent 
ſervice, and inſtigate rhe Combatants to the moſt daring 
Fmerprizes.! 9 

It 3s not the Blood of Bulls, « or the Fat of 1 3 the In- 
lenſe from Sbeba, or the ſweet Cane from a far Country ; ; on 
50. 13. Jer. 6. 20.) 

Bur to do Fuſtly, to love Kees, and to walk Humbly, is 
Phar the Lord thy God requireth of thee. (Mic. 6. 1 

Tis a Life of Patience and Charity which thy Re- 
deemer has taught thee: Tis in Faith and Obedience 
at he demands thy Imirarion.; - 

Part IL. D d Here, 
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Here, here let thy Attention be fix d, and the Vigour 
of thy Faculties exerted. 
O]! Contemplate the Perfection of Holineſs, and draty 
thy own Picture by the Divine Original. 


* 


pP R AT ER I. 


O Lord, raiſe vp (I pray thee) thy Power, and come 


uaro me, and with great Might ſuccour me; that 

§. 4. in Adv. Whereas thro my Sins and Wickedneſs I am 

{ore ler and hindred in running the Race that 

is ſet before me, thy bountiful Grace and Mercy may 

| ſpeedily help and deliver me, thro' the Satisfaction of i 

Son my Lord; ro whom with thee and the Holy Ghoſt 0 
Honour and Glory, World withour End. Amen. 


PRATER II. 


God. hols blefſed Son was manifeſted, that he might 

deftroy the Works of the Devil, and make us the 

4 6 afl. Epiph. Sons of God, and Heirs of Eternal Life; 

Grant me, I beſeech thee, that having thi 

Hope, I may puritie my ſelf, even as he is pure ; that 

when he ſhall appear again with Power and great Glory, 

I may be like unto him in his Eternal and Glorious King. 

dom; where with thee, O Father, and thee, O Hoh 

Ghoſt, He liverh and re! gnerh ever One God, World th 
out End. Amen. 


ch 


Goa 


Chap. III. 135 
5555550. 


S 
Of the Doctrine of Chriſt. 


HEBR. 5 


God, who at ſundry times, and in divers manners, ſpate in time 


paſt unto the Fathers by the Prophets ; bath, in theſe laſt 
* Jpoker unto us by his Son. 


MEDITAT 10 N. 


Government of the Natural World, and hath gi- 
ven repeared Proofs of his Providence, by doing 
Good, and ſending Rain from Heaven, and fruit- 
ful Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Food and Glad- 
neſs; ſo he has manifeſted his Wiſdom in our more 


Acts 14517. 


weighty Concerns, and enter'd into the moſt proper mea- 


ſures for the Security and 5 of the Better Part. 
Sometimes, He has been pleas'd ro write his Laws with 
bis own Finger, and to ratifie the Promulgation of them by 
Thunder and Light'nings. Sometimes Ile has made our 
O Men dream Dreams, and our Yung Men ſee 
Viſions: Sometimes He has convey'd his 
meaning by Figures and Parables, and authoriz'd a di iſtinct 
Order of Metlengers to Pr epheſie, and reveal his Secrers 
to his People. But ar all times has He proclaimed his 


Divinity to the Conſcience, and engraven the Dictates af 


Nature upon our Hearts ; ani rhe Character is fc perſpi- 
cuous and legible to the Eye of Realon, that nothing bur 
affected ee, and Wa idit, can obſcure or eraſe it. 
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We have an Inſtance indeed, in that Nation, to whom 
were committed the Oracles of God, how far the Underſtand- 
ing may be perverted, and falle Gloſſes and Comments 
intrench upon Morality, Bur, Thanks be to the Lord, the | 
Rule is now rectified, and the Seducers diſcover d; Na. | 
ture triumphs in her primitive Brightneſs, and the laſt 
Revelation has ſcour'd off all corrupted Additions and Ap. 
pendages to the rd of God. Behold the Divine Perſon, 
Mart. f. 17. who came not to deſtroy the Law, but to Falfil : 
Behold the Supream Legiſlator correcting A- 

| buſes, eſtabliſhing Truth, and exacting Obedience. The 
People might be well aftoniſh'd at his Doctrine, and the 
Audience bchold their Preacher with the profoundeſt Rap. 
ture and Admiration: For He taught them as one having 
C. 5. 28.29. Authority, and not as the Seribes. He carry'd 
his Credentials in every Sentence, and 
the Spirit gave Life and Energy to each fingle Word, 
The ſacred Mount will for ever record his inimitable Ser- 
mons; and Morality mult in all important Points, appeal 
to them for a Deciſion. Fallible Men may warp the Law, 
and force it to bend to their Intereſt and Ambition; but 
the Divine Law-giver himſelf, could have no ſuch finiſter 
Deſigns, and it was utterly inconſiſtent with Truth and 
Mercy to impole upon credulous and unwary Minds. 
8 Never Man ſpake like this Man : Never had 
any mere Mortal, (tho' enlighren'd and di- 
ſtinguiſh'd in the higheſt Degree.) the Wiſdom, the Otz- 
tory, and Abilities of the Bleſſed Jeſus. Amengſt them 
att. 11. 11. nt are born of Nomen, there never aroſe a great. 
REL er Prophet than Fehn the Baptiſt: And yet, by 
the Confeſſion of John himieit, He that came after him wa 
1 11 5 Mightier than He, and the Shoes of his Feet, pe 
: was not worthy te looſe: This was the Fountain 

of Miracles, av the End of Perfection; This was He, who 
was to cxalt the Valleys and depreſs the Mountains; This 
was He, who was to beptize with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, 
and to purge his Floor with his Fan in his Hand, and to 
burn up the Chaff, and gather the Neat into his Gar. 
ner. | | | 


Sometim®s 
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Sometimes he deliver'd himſelf in the Thunder of Mira- 
cles, and ar other times in the ſtill Voice of Perſuaſion. 
Sometimes his Doctrine rowl'd along with the Impetu- 
oulneſs and Rapidity of a Torrent; and at other times, 
it came down like Rain into a Fleece of Wool, and diſtill'd 
as the Evening-Dew upon the tender Herb. Sometimes the 
parherical Invitation was iſſued our to Harlots and Sinners; 
and ar other times the IMhips and Scourges drove the pro- 
phane and mercenary Traffickersour of the Temple. If Impent- 
tence was notorious and flagranr, then it was, Ne unto thee, 
Chorazm ; Wie unto thee, Bethſaida ; and thou, | 
Capernaum, which art exalted to Heaven, ſha't be 8 ä 
thruſt down to Hell. Bur if any Contritzon 
was diſcover'd in the Heart, or any Relentings flow'd 
from the Eyes, then nothing was heard but the ſounding 
of Bowe/s, and the diſpenſing of Pardons; then the Ad- 
dreſs was Familiar, and the Diſmiſſion in the ſofteſt 
| Terms: Neither do I condemn thee, Go, and john 5, tt« 
ſn no more, leſt a worſe thing come unto thee, 5 

So admirably adapted was the Chriſtian Diſpenſation 
both for Correction and Comfort, and wiſely did the 
Eternal Preacher of Righteouſneſs uſe the Spiritual Armour, 
both on the Right Baud, and on the Left; neither counte- 
nancing the Prophane, and ſpiriting up the Preſumptuous, 
vor breaking the bruiſed Read, and quenching the | 
| ſmoking Flax. 85 „ 
Nou, fince we enjov the Privileges of this Revelation, 
| and are fed with the Manna which came down from Heaven; 
| What manner of Men ought we to be, in all Hoh Converſation 
| and Godlineſs 2 Receiving with Meekneſs the ingrafted Word, 
| and obeying with Reverence the Terms of Salvarion, 
Conlider, O my Soul, who it is that manifefteth his. 
Wiſdom, and addrefies himſelf to Sinners in the Goſpel! 
It is no leſs than He, who made the Worlds, and upholdeth 
all things by the Lord of lit Power : It is no leſs chan the 
Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, who dif plays himſelf with 

ealing in his Wings It is no lets than the ex- Reb. 1.2.3. 

preſs Image of his Perſon, win was deſcend- | 
ed from his Everlaſiing Kingdom, and converſes with 
Frankneſs and impartiality in the Tabernacle 1% 
of cur Fleſh. Hear, © Heavens, and give Ear, 5 
O. Earth, for the Lora path ſpoken: The Lord himſelf bath 

Part II. 7 2 font 


1 
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Matt. 1.20, 
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ſent out his Voice, yea, and that a glorious Voice, and ſum- 
mond all the Ends of the Univerſe to attend his Plea- 
ſure. Oh! Let the Dignity of the Speaker fix our Arten- 
tion, and the Importance of the Speech, command our O. 
bedience. Here we can expect no Deſign or Impoſture, 
neicher can we be poſſibly miſ{-led by a doubtful and am- 
biguous Oracle. In Him there can be no Detect or Iua- 
bility, in whom are bid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Now. 
ledge, and in whom dwelleth all the fulneſ. of the 
Godhead bodily. Perhaps we may think it in- 
different whether we hear, or whether we forbear; but we run 
a great Rilque by Hopping our Ears againſt the Voice of the 
Charmer, than we are ar preſent aware of, For if the 
Mord ſpoken by the Angels was ſtedfaſt, and every Tranſpreſſin 
and Diſobedience received a juſt Recompence of Reward ; How 
ſhall we eſcape, if we neple& ſo great Salvation, which at firſt 
Neb. 8 8.4, began ro be ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
to us by them that heard him? By this obſtinate 
and refractory Behaviour, we thruſt the Propoſals of Hay- 
pineſs from us, and ſmother the Convictions of our own 
Ch. 10. 29. Conſcience ; We do deſpite under the Spirit of 
8 Grace, and pur our Lord to an open Shame, and 
Crucifi: hom afreſh in his Word and Ordinances. 
This Indignity to his Laws, is to be rank'd with the 
Proceedings of Herod and Pilate againſt his Perſon, and 
places us upon the Level with thoſe blaſpheming Soldiers, 
who plaired a Crown of Thorns for the Head, and that auda- 
cious Rabbie, who ſpit in che Face of their ſuffering Re- 
| deemer. | 
Stand in awe, therefore, and Sin not: Kiſs the Son, le}! 
Pf. . 11. de be angry with you, and ſo ye periſh from the 
—_ way: Make your Peace with the Father, 
leſt his Feelenfie burns like Fire, and his Indignation be read) 
FO ER conſume you. Behold, Ye Deſpiſers, and won- 


7 


der: Be horribly aſtoniſp d, O ye Impeniten: 


Col. 2. 3,9. 


and Licentious Sinners! Is it nothing to you, O ye careleſs 


Spectators, that Salvation runs down your Streets? Ts it ne- 
thing to you, that the Edits and Proclamations of Heaven 
are aiways founding in your Ears? Are ye fo deſirous ot 
Novelty, and inquiſieive into che Affairs of other Men, and 
yec ſo ſtupidly negligent of your Own, and refractory to 
che Voir e cf Truth, ad rhe Overtures of Happinels : On- 


ider, 
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fider, at leaſt, in this your Day, the things which belong unto your 
peace; and let not Moſes and the Prophets, Feſus and the 
Evangeliſts, be read in your Synagogues every Sabbath, and 
four voluntary Abſcence, or careleſs Attendence defeat the 
ious Inſtitutions of the Church, and exclude your Souls 
from the Means of Grace, and the Hope of Glory, 


—— 2 6 —— 4 2 ** 
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A Paraphraſe on the Twenty Third Ps A L u. 


7 


Td! Almighty God is my Defence, 

| = The Guardian of my helpleſs Soul; 
[He ſhields me with his Providence, 

And like a Shepherd "tends his Fold. 


II. 
From raging Summer's ſultry Hear, 
His fleecy Charge he daily leads; 
F Secures them in a cool Retreat, 
And with the verdant Herba ge feeds. 


| III. 
From the high Mountain's craggy Brow, 
2 8855 | d 
He drives them with the parting Light ; 
And at the Cryſta! Streams below, 
| Relieves their panting Ihirſt at Nieht. 
k £3 Oo 


| IV. 

| 0 Heavnly Shepherd, warch tuy Cate; 

E Be ſtil! propitious to Mankind; 

The grateful Paſturage prepare, 

And ſtore with Wildom's Rules the Mind. 
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If e'er my heedleſs Feet ſhould ſtray, 

And thro' the Pathleſs Deſart roam; 

Conduct me friendly in the way, 

And guide the Wand'rer ſafely home. 
„ * 

Thus, thus protected by thy Aid, 

Tho? Furies grin, and Monſters yell, 

Dauntleſs I paſs Death's gloomy Shade, 

Nor dread the Threats of gaping Hell. 


. vn. 
Plenty and Peace about me rowl ; 
With ſumpruous Fare my Table's ſpread ; 
The ſparkling Wine tranſports my Soul, 
And ſacred Oil perfumes my Head. 

. VII. 
With Shame and Grief my gnaſhing Foes 
Survey this glirr'ring Scene of State; 
Their Envy with my Greatneſs grows, 
Pur ſtill chy Mercy curbs their Hate. 


IX. 
My future Reſidence T1! chuſe 
Within thy Temple's bleſt Abode; 

By Day and Night thy Law peruſe; 
And never-ceaſing, praiſe my God. 
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75 Knowledge of the Commandments of the Lord, 
the Doctrine of Life: And they that do things to pleaſe 
him, ſhall receive the Fruit of the Tree of Immortality. (Ec- 
clus. 19. 19.) 

The Fear of the Lord ; all Wiſdom, and in all Wiſdom 1 
the Performance of the Law, and the Knowledge of bis Omni po- 
potency. (V. 20.) 

My Son, if thou wilt, thou ſralt be taught ; and if thou 
wilt apply thy Mind, thou ſhalt be prudent. (C. 6. 33) 

If thou love to bear, thou ſhalt receive oa 4 And 
if thou bow down thine Ear, thou ſhalt be Wiſe. 33.) 15 
Be willing to hear every Godly Diſcourſe, and A not 1 Pa- 
rables of Underſtanding eſcape thee, (V. 3&) 
And if thou ſeeſt a Man of Underſtanding, get thee betimes 
unto him, and let ti Foot wear the Steps of his Door. (V. 


Let thy Mind be upon the Ordinances of the td and Mee 
ditate continually in hs Commandments. (V. 3 

He ſheweth hu Ways unto Moſes, his Vorks unto the Chil- 
aren of Iſrael, (PI. 103. 7.) 
But behold, a greater than Moſes here, and a more laſting 
| Covenant is ſealed to the Faithful. - 
| The Statutes and Ordinances are not confin'd to Faceb ; 
neither are the Heathen debarr'd from ibe Knowleage of 
| God's Laws. (Pl. 147. 19,20.) 
| Now, now the Wiſdom of Chriſtianity 1055 alcud, and 
Feen Underſtanding putteth forth her Voice. (Prov. 
E. 1 
| She fandeth in the top of high Places, by the way in the 
| Places of the Path. (V. 2.) 
| She crieth in the chief place of Concourſe, in the opening of 
1 8 In the City ſhe uttereth her Words, ſaying, (C. I. 

21 

How long, ye fi imple ones, will ye love Simplicity, and the 
Scorners delight in their feerning, and Fools hate Knowledge ? 


( * 3 
Turn 
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unto you, and 1 will make known my Words unta you. (V. 23) 


[ open my Boſom to the Faithful and Inquiſitive, and 


admit Strangers to the Participation of my Myſteries, 
Tea, the Sons of Strangers 
Kings foal miniſter ! to wy Glory, (Ila. 60, 10.) 


H T M N II. 


2 me, O Lord, the way of thy Statutes, and I foal | 


keep it unto the End. (Pl. 119. 33.) 


Make me to go in the Path of thy Commandments : For 


therein do 1 delight, (V. 35-) 

Turn away mine Eyes from beho'ding Vanity, and quicken 

me in thy way, (V. 37-) 
BR, 5 thy Word in th Servant, who is devoted to thy Fear 
M 
Unleſs thy Lap had been my delight, I ſhould have periſhed 
in my Aﬀiition. 
The Words of the Lord are pure Words, even as the Silver, 
which from the Earth is tried and purified ſeven times in the 
Dire. (Pl. 12. J. 

Lie as the Rain cometh down, and the Snow from Heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the Earth, and N 
it bring forth and bud, that it may give Seed to the Sower, and 
Bread to the Eater; (lia. 55. 10. * 

So fall Gods 117 ord be, that goeth forth out of his M onth ; 

it ſhall not return unto him void, but it ſhall accompliſh that 


which he pleaſeth, and : (all proſper in the thing whereto he 


bath fent it. (V. 11. 
For the Lam of the 1 is an undeſi led Law, converting i. the 


Soul : The Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, and giveth ons: 


unto the Simple. (Pl. 19. 5.) 

The Statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the Heart : 
Tie Cimmandment of the Lord is pure, and e Light unto 
the Eyes. (V. 8.) 

The Fear of the Lord is clean, and BAY EAN” for ever. The 

Judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether, (V. g.) 
Miore tobe deſired are they than Gold, yea, than much fine 
Gold : Foverve alſo than the Honey, and the Honey-Con b. (V. 
10.) 


More- 


Book. 


Turn ye at my Reproof : Behold, I will pour out my Spirit 


ſhall build up my Walls, and their 
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þ, III. Of the Doctrine of Cbriſ. nm 


Moreover by them is thy Servant taught; and in keeping of 
em there is great Reward. (V. II.) | 


rremies 3 for they are ever with me. (Pl. 119. 98.) 
have more Underſtanding than all my Teachers: For thy 
rfimonies are my Meditation. V. 99.) 


ley are the rejoicing of my Heart. (V. 111,) 


PRATER I. 


Erciful God, I beſecch thee ro caſt thy bright Beams 
of Light upon thy Church, that it being | 
alighren'd by the Doctrine of thy Bleſſed Son, 4 3 
may ſo walk in the Light of thy Truth, that "7 
t way at length attain to the Light of everlaſting Life, 
bro the fame Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. | 


PRATER I. 


Lord, I beſeech chee to keep thy Houſhold continual- 


2 , 7211 1 . | y | - 
ly in thy true Religion, that they who do , $eaft.Exich. 
lean only upon rhe Hope of thy Heavenly 
IGrace, may evermore be defended by thy Mighty Power, 
Ithro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


CHAP. 


Thou, thro' thy Commandment, haſt made me wiſer than mine 


Ih Teſtimonies have I taken as an Heritage for ever: For 
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FCC REESE RES, 
„ IV 
Of BAPTISM. 


CO 


ACTS u. 38. 


Be Baptized every one of You in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, fox 
1 15e Remiſſion of Sins. 


MEDITATION. 


APTISM is the initiating Sacrament into the Se. 
B cond Covenant, and may properly be termed the 
Foundation, or Corner-Stone, upon which the Spiritual 
Building is to be erected, and all the preſent and future 
Hopes of a Chriſtian muſt depend. Before this one thing 
needful is perform'd, we are like dead and rotten Members 
which are cur off from the Body, and have no Energy and 
quickning Virtue convey'd ro us from the Head. 'Tis 
the Spirit of God muſt move upon the Waters, and mould 


and form us into New Creatures, or elſe our Life will con- be 
rinue an indigeſted Chaos, and Horror and Darkneſs will WM pro 
abide upon the Face of the Soul, In an unregenerate State, Im 
we have no Relation to Chriſt, no Promiſes of Immori- ett 
liry ; bur muſt rely ſolely upon the uncovenanted Mercie: Wl tha 
of God, and perpetually fluctuate between the Hope and MW ble 


Deſpair of Eternal Life: But when the Ever-bleſſed Tri- 
nity has ſanctifſid the Water, and the Seal is once affixed IM ,,, 
by Baptiſm 3 the Conveyance is aſcertain'd, the Heir Ml © 
nominated, and the Inheritance put into his own Poſ. ae, 
ſeſſion. = in. 


it 
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f thou wouldſt rerire a little, O my Soul, and ſurvey 
tar dark and melancholy State, into which the Diſobedi- 
ence of thy Firſt Parents, as well as thy own Actual Tranſ- 
zſſons, have plunged thee; How beauriful and refreſhing 
nil thoſe Openings of Light appear, which ſhine into the 
bungeon, and irradiate the poor Captive and Diſconſolate 
ul? I ſee, methinks, 1 ſee the Countenance of the Pri- 
ber begin to brighten, and Foggs and Darkneſs diſpell'd 
om his Eyes. I ſee the Fetrers falling from bis Feet, and 
te Blood raking a more joyful Circulation thro? his Veins. 
[ſee Strength and Vigour coming into his Bones, and all 
tis old Pains and Aches quitting his diſabled Limbs. 

O ſurprizing Deliverance ! O myſterious Renovation! 
The Perſon, who was before an Alien and Stranger to the 
onmon- wealth of Iſrael, is now adopted into the Family of 
Ie Almighty, and made à Fellow-Citizen with the Saints, and 
grafted into the Honourable Houſhold of God. The Mem- 
lers, which were Inſtruments of Unrigbteouſneſs unto Sin, 
re now conſecrated unto nobler Services, and purify'd 
and refin'd for more exalted Enjoyments. What alas! 
has this Rational Soul been ever fince the Fal? What! 
bur a Maſs of Corruption, and the Sink of Debauchery ? 
That! bur the very Recepracle of all worldly Miſery, 
and the rrembling Expectant of Everlaſting Torments ? 
But now the Employment is different, and the Reward 
 W:fcerrain'd ; now our Offences are cancell'd, and our Pol- 
WH tions waſhed away; our Fears and Agonies are diſſipa- 
Wd, and our Faith and Hope reſt upon an immutable _ 
hann, | 

Grant, O Indulgent Father, that my Behaviour may 

be ſuitable to my Station, and my Practice anſwer my 
Profeſſion. Grant, that as I been baptized into Chriſt, 
WW | may confider my Obligations as a Convert to the ſtrict- 
"Welk of Religions, and may put on Chriſt, by tranſcribing 
that Meekneſs, Purity, and Love, which were lo remarka- 
ble in my ſpotleſs Redeemer. 
Enable me, O God, to maintain inviolate my baptiſ- 
| mal Vow, and to make a glorious Stand for the Liberty 
of my Soul. Ler me conſider the Captain I am lifted un- 
er, and the perpetual Duty which his Service engages me 


g_ LU 


| 1 
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Let me conſider the Power and Subtilty of my Spit 


rnal Enemies, and always countermine their Stratagem omn 
by Diligence and Devotion. O Gold, as I aſſume anothe W 
Name in this Sacrament, ſo ler me aſſume another Natur He! 
and let it be the preſent Buſineſs of my new Titles au ©" 


Dignities, to put me in Mind of renouncing and aban prize 
doning my old Diſgrace and Slavery. O! Let me put aß a Ch 
concerning the former Converſation, the old Man, which 5 chr conf 


| rupt, accordin to. the deceitful Luft; and || mak 
ys my. road in the Spirit of my Mind * pute K 
Tg the new Man, which after God is created in Reb for 7 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs. e forn 
I am now waſhed and purified from my Pullutions ad . 
Defilement, and am entertain'd with nothing bur a Nen B 
Birth, a New Life, and a San@ifying Spirit. The Domini ſtan 
of Sin is reduc'd, and the Body of it deſtroy'd, that hencefort, Wl "© 


J ſhould be free in my Religion, and no longer ſubmirty 
the Exactions of a Tyrant. oF 

What pity is it then, that I ſhould be any more involved 
in Miſery by my own Choice, when I am ſo happihy 
extricated from my Ancient Incumbrances, and qualif;'{ 
_ afreſh for Immortality, by the Merits of my Saviour? 
Whar a Diſgrace is it to my Redemption, that [ 
ſhould caſt a longing Eye upon the Superſtition and 
Ido'atry of Egypt, when I am already enter'd into the 
promis d Land, and begin to taſte rae Milk and Honey of 1 

Celeſtial Canaan 2 
It was the Command of God to the Few*ſh Nation, Thit 
they ſhould ſmite, and utterly deſtray the Inbabitants of th: 
Land, and make no Covenant with them, nor ſhew Mercy unto 
them, nor contract Marriages with them; becauſe they were 
an Holy People unto the Lord their God, and the 
Dea. J. 2, 3, Jord their God had choſen them to be a ſpecid 
. People unto himſelf, above all People that are upm 

the Face of the Earth. | „ ras 

No, if ſuch a Separation was neceſſary under 4 
Typical and Imperfect Diſpenſation, leſt rhe Polution, 
of the Gentiles ſhould deface the Worſhip of the true 
1 £4.8.69,79, God, and the Holy Seed ſhould be mixed with the 
Fftrange People of the Land: What abundan! 
Caution and Prudence {ſhould we uſe againſt 0 
Ungoe vl 


N 


. > 53> pod: 


a 
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ungodly Mixtures and Unions, under a Religion, which 
commands an Abſtinence fromevery Appearance of Evil? 
We have our Idolatrous Neighbours as well as the 
faelites: Neither are we to indent and article with 
hem for the Promotion of any of their illegal Enter- 
prizes. Sin 1s a perpetual Borderer upon the Territories of 
4 Chriſtian Soul: Sin is the mortal Enemy which Baptiſm 


make no Truce or Alliance with. 

And, I hope, O God, that my Heart is fixed, and prepar'd 
for any approaching Aſſaulr : 1 hope, my Reſolurions are 
form'd ro continue Chriſt's faithful Soldier and Servant unto 
m Life's End. 5 Dp 

Bur yer ſtill, O Lord, be Thou my Guide and Afſi- 
ſtant; do Thou confirm me in my Vows, and ftreng- 
then me in the Execution of them : And then, the Re- 
mainder of my Life ſhall be anſwerable to this pious Be- 


ginning, and the Inheritance of an Eternal Kingdom be 


neceſſary Conſequence of my Church-Memberſhip. 

y] 

ll — : 1 
4 | 

A Tran/lation of the the Twenty fifthPs atv, from 
| Verſe 1. to Verſe 12th, | 


. 10 Thee, O Lord, I lift my trembling Soul, 
| © And all the Secrets of my Heart unfold. 
And I confide entirely in thy Name, 
Let not my Foes deride me in my Shame. 0 
| Audacious Sinners may thy Wrath provoke; 
But let true Penitents evade thy Stroke. 
To Me, Indulgent God, thy Light diſplay, 
And guide my Feec in thy unerring way: 
For on thy Mercy all my Hope relies, 
And from thy ſaving Hand expects Supplies 
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Our Ancient Fathers have thy Greatneſs told, 

And diſtant Times thy render Acts enroll'd. 

Thy Gracious Charter with their Sons renew, 

And ler Poſterity thy Wonders view, 


In heedleſs Youth my wanton Thoughts have firay'd 
And impious Hands thy Mandates diſobey'd : 5 
Yer, in thy wonted Goodneſs perſevere; 


Not by my Crimes, but by thy Mercy ſteer ; | 


And all my giddy Scores ler kind Oblivion clear, 


Th' Eternal God's an univerſal Good, 
And his bright Eſſence, Truth and Rectitude. 
Still freſh Propoſals are to Sinners made, 
And kind Entreaties would reclaim the Stray d. 
Still ſhall the contrite and ſubmiſſive Mind 
With Him Inſtruction and Acceptance find: 
Wiſdom and Truth ſhall Heav'nly Laws impart ; 
And gentle Mercy guide th' obedient Heart. 


Propitious God! Permit my Soul once more 

To ſeek thy Pardon, and thy Name implore. 

Great are my Sins, and heinous, I confeſs ; 

Nor will Concealment make their Number leſs. 
Permit me, God ! (For by thy Truth ſue,) | 
To claim thy Promiſe, and my Vows rene w, 
And by thy conqu ring Grace my Carnal Foes ſubdue, 


HYMN 
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"0 ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature: (Mark 16. 15.) 

Your Commiſſion is as extenſive as the Univerſe, and 
every Soul is the Object of your Redeemer's Mercy. 

He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; hut He 
that believeth not, ſhall be damned. (V. 16.) 

The Nation and Kingdom that will not ſerve God, ſhall pe- 
iſo: Tea, the Infidel Nations ſhall be utterly waſted, (II. 60. 
12.) 7 ; OE Es 

Bur the Penitent ſhal be a Crown of Glory in the Hand of 
the Lord, and a Royal Diadem in the Hand of his God. (C. 62. 


1 | 
Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the End of the World, 

Sh ye to the Daughter of Fion, behold, thy Salvation cometh ;, his 

Reward is with him, and his Werk before him. (V. 11.) 


The Glory of Lebanon ſhall come unto thee, the Fir-Tree, the | 


Pine-Tree, and the Rox-Tree together, (C. 60. 13.) 

To heautiſie the place of thy Sanctuary, and I will make the 
| place of thy Feet glorious. (Ibid.) nn 5 
But the Lord God, which gathereth the Out- caſts of Iſrael, 
ſcith, Yet will I gather Others to him, beſides thoſe that are 
gathered unto him. (C. 56. 8.) 255 
Tht Abundance of the Sea ſhall be converted, and the Forces of 
| the Gentiles ſhall flow into the Kingdom of the Meſſiah. (C. 
(o. 5.) : „ | 
| The Gates of the Church ſhall be open continually, and a 
| 2 Admittance granted to all Converts and Proſelytes. 
IO; 12) e CV 2 
| Let not, therefore, the Son of the Stranger, that hath joined 
l himſelf to the Lord, ſpeak, ſaying, The Lord hath utterly 
| ſeparated me from his People : Neither let the Eunuch ſay, Be- 
bold, T am 6 ary Tree. . 56. 2:3 | 
| For thus ſaith the Lord unto the Eunnchs, who chufe the 
| things that pleaſe me, and taſę hold of my Covenant : (V 4.0 
| Even unto them will I give in mine Houſe, and within my 
| Walls, a Place, and a Name better than of Sons and Daughters. 
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the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, and will bring them to my Hi 


 elean ; From all your Filthineſs, and From all your del; will | 
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Ch. T 
Alſo the Sons of the Stranger, that join themſelves to the Loud 
to ſerve him, and to love the Name of the Lord, and to be j; 
Servants: (V. 6.) 

Even them will T ſave, by the waſhing of Regeneration, 


Mountain, and make them Joful in my Houſe of Prayer 


(V. 7. Ii. 3. %% AR: 
n 
fp 5 b ing de 
HI u. ng 
TE Old World periſhed by Water, only Eiobt Peyſa oe 
eſcaped the Inundarion, wes 
Bur the Chriſtian World ſhall be ſaved by the ſame Eee ed L 
ment, and all true Believers, are to be buried by Bap vito 
into Immortality. 
The Waſbing of the Body, is the purifying of the Soul; 
and Faith is attended with the Sanctification of the Spirit 
The Bloody Ordinance is to be laid afide, and a more Gen- 
tle Inſtitution to ſucceed in the place of ir, TY: 
Now neither Circumciſion availeth any thing, nor Unc: cum. ha 
cifion, bur a Contrite Heart and a New Creature. (G: al. 6.15) Holy 
The Signs in the Fleſh are totally aboliſhed, and Abi. by A 
bam $ Children are to be diſtinguiſhed by Faith. And 
Then reſt no longer in Carnal Ordinances, nor return t ano 
the beggarly Elements of the Ceremonial Law. with 
Circumciſe the Fore-Shin of your Heart, and be no move Steif. uner 
necked (Deut. 10. 16.) mad 
Fer I wil ſancliſie my Great Name (ſaith the Lord Ged.) uke 
the midſt of the Heathen, and the Heathen ſhail know that ue 
am the Lod : (Ezek. 36. 1 Eye 


Then will 1 ſprinkle clean Water upon you, and ye ſyail b: 


cleanſe you. (V. 25) 

A new Heart will I give you, and a new Spirit will I fut 
within you, and 1 will take away the ſtony Heart out of you 
Fleſh, and will give you an Heart of Fleſh; (V. 26.) 

And will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk; 
75 e and ye Poll keep my Judgments and do them. 
(V. 27 | 13 

And ye ſhall dwell in the Land that I gave to your Faro 5 
and ye [hall te my People, and I will be your God. (V. 28.7 
PRA TE) N 
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N 


Gant O merciful Father, that all carnal Affections 
may die in me, and that all things belong- 


z 9 


SP nope Ts, Pub. Baptiſm? 
ing to the Spirit may live and grow in me. ” 
Grant that I may have Power and Strength ro have Victo- 
y, and to triumph againſt the Devil, the World and the 
Fleſh. Grant that I may be endued with Heavenly Vir- 
mes, and Everlaſtingly rewarded, thro' thy Mercy, O Bleſ- 
"WH {ed Lord God, who doſt live and govern all things, World 
"i vichout End. Amen. . 


FRATER Ib 
ha thee hearty Thanks, moſt merciful Father, that it 
: hath pleaſed thee to regenerate me with thy „e 
holy Spirit, to receive me for thine own Child : 
by Adoption, and to incorporate me into thy Holy Church? 
And humbly I beſeech thee to grant, that I being dead 
unto Sin, and living unto Righteouſneſs, and being buried 
with Chriſt in his Death, may crucifie the Old Man, and 
uterly aboliſh the whole Body of Sin; and that as I am 
made Partaker of the Death of thy Son, I may alſo be Par- 
ker of his Reſurrection ; ſo that finally, with the Re- 
due of thy Holy Church, I may be an Inheritor of thins 
krerlaſting Kingdom, thro' Chriſt my Lord. Amen, 


| art Il. E e „ 5 CHAP. 


152 The Devot Su. Book I 
| RES RG 2 8325 — ” 5 | 
eee ZE Rags i 
e ma 
CHAP. v. =_ 7 
| in 
„ Ke 
Of the Lord's Supper. Ma 
diff 
5 ( 
— 1 
. . | don 
JOH 6.54 cer 
-oeſo eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, hath EH Le: 
nal Lie. g ſely 
1 
e all 
„ 3 Lift 
MEDITATION | fref] 
FRA, DE eas : tanc 
IE, my Soul, and take a View of thy Lord a V 
wa Laſt Supper, and ſee with what Chearfulneß Sn, 
and whit Frovifion he | 2 before his Departure, de! 
and What Proviſion he Jays in for the Sn; F 
ll bi Appearance 15 "I rthe Support of his Churcy, wa 
; e So emnity begins with a Bleſſing, and the Iod Ease 
G Otficlates, Dy | Way of Anicipatian, at his gh: I 
e - He confecrates the Elements, to repreſent aud his 
ulbir his Paſſion ; and commands a perpetual Obſen- WW Off 


ance of the Feſtival, to enrich Poſterity, and tranſmit hi * 
Merits to the ſucceeding Generations of the Faithful. h te 
he nourithies the Body with Bread and Wine. fo he reple. Ma, 
| niſties che Sou, with Grace and Virtue, and confirms ind | with 
ſtrengthens the true Chriſtian in all the privileges of his doe: 
Precedent Baptiſm. ED oy | 
IL LM Y 4 7 | | 
4 Communion: ls our beſt Support in this uncer- 4 
RU avering State, and the univerſal Medicine f tie 
1 Dileaſes incident to ſinful Mortality. Alas! A-. Hes 
las: my Soul is truly ſenſible of her Infirmities, and know: 
very well whar neceſſity the bas for freſh Supplies from les 

| | | | he 
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the never-failing Fountain of Goodneſs. She perceives 
her Faith to be weak, and apt to ſtagger, and ſees Sin 
making head againſt her, and the Succours of Grace 
like to fail her: And whither, O! Whither can ſhe fly 
in her Diftreſs * Where can ſhe make application for 
Relief, but to the Merits of her Saviour, that unexhauſted 
Magazine of Mercy, which is ſo plentifully open'd, and 
diſplay'd in the Bleſſed Euchariſt ? 

Conſtant Communion does as well reſpect future, as 
paſt Actions; and not only brings the Earneſt of Par- 
don and Peace in her Hand, bur nouriſhes all the ren- 
der Fruits of Virtue, and blows up every Spark of De- 
yotion in the Heart. Do this often in remembrance of 
me: Do this, in Charity and Kindneſs to your indigent 
elves. 7 „ 

The Repetition of the Act refreſhes and invigorates 
all your Faculties, infuſes a new Principle of Spiritual 
Life into the Worthy Communicant, and perperually adds 

freſh and ſtronger Conveyances of an Eternal Inheri- 
tance. | 
What then, tho" I was conceived and born in Original 
din, and have ſtill aggravated the Curſe, and encreas'd 
the Load, by my own actual and repeated Tranſgreſſions ? 

Yer I know who has offer'd me a kind Invitation ro come 

unto him ; Who has made me a generous Promiſe to give me 

Eaſe. _ 5 : | 

My Bleſſed Saviour has left rhe Tokens of his Love with 
his Church, and calls frequently upon me by his proper 

Officers, to attend his Royal Preſence. 

When I fee the Houſe garmifit'd for my Reception and 

the Table ſpread for my Entertainment; when I lee the 

Man of God ſtanding ar the Altar, and my Soul keeps pace 

with him in the ſeveral Parts of the Celebration; how 
| does my Aftoniſhmenr grow with the Decency and Regu- 
| lariry of the Performance, till my Devotion at lenprh is 
transform'd into Extaſie, and my Lauds and Adorations 
| rile with Angels, and Arch Angels, and all the Company of 
| Heaven ? 5 55 | 

O! let me always behold the Beauty of Holineſs, and e- 
rect my Tabernacle near the Temple of God, It is good, 
| Merhinks, te be here. It is good, to lift up my Heart 
Part 1]. E E 3 unto 
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Miſeries of a Spiritual and Eternal Death. 
Conſider this, ye that forget God, and flight 1s Ordinances: 
_ Conſider this, ye Negligent and Prophane ; and be better 
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unto God, and to employ my Tongue in the Praiſe of 


that awful Being, who fills Heaven and Earth with his 
Glory, and hath beſtow'd the moſt amazing Gifts and pri- 


vileges upon the Sons f Men. As my Fathers did eat Manna 


in the Wilderneſs, and were miraculouſly ſupply' d every 
Day with the Corn of Angels: ſo I receive the Cup of ſalva- 


tion in this tranſitory World, and am ſupported with the 


true Bread of Life. My Chriſtian Entertainment is more. 


valuable than the Fewiſh ; becauſe my Soul is fed, as well 
as my Body, and the Progreſs and Perfection of Virtue is 


more regarded, than the Pampering and Indulgence of | 
the Fleſn. I am now re. ſettled in my ancient Poſſeſſions, 


and have a beautiful Proſpect of a Celeſtial Paradiſe. 


I am united to my God, and feaſted by my Saviour: Jam 


ſanctiſied on Earth, and may be glorified in Heaven : 1 enjoy 
the Advantages of the Tree of Life, and may avoid the 


inform'd, ye fearful and ſcrupulous Souls. Ye know 


not what Indigniry ye offer to your Saviour, when ye turn 
your Backs upon his Table, and ſneak away from the 
Congregation, our of a ſuperſtitious Awe, or a miſtaken | 
Notion of your own Unworthineſs. Trim your Lamps, and 


beautifie your Souls, and make hafte ro join with the 
Faithful, and ſalute the Brideproom, If thou kneweſt the 
Gift of God, (ſays our Saviour-ro the Woman of Samaria) 


= . 0 and who it is that ſaith unto thee, Give me to 


arink, thou wouldſt have asked of him, and he 
would have given thee Living Water, If ye too would duly 
conficer the Nature of the Chriftian Sacrifice, and your 
Obligation to the Commands of a dying Lord; it ye 


knew the Value of your Souls, and the Peril of Dam- 


nation, ye would be regular and conſtant in your Viſits to 
the Temple, and more zealous in your Application tothe 


5 Table ef the Lord. Is it thus ye requite the Bounrs of 


your Maker, O fooliſh People, and unwiſe? Is it thus ye re- 
gard rhe laſt and beſt Lepacy of your expiring KRedeem- 


er? Is it hu yon comply with the abſolute Command of 


doing this often, when ye never want idle and frivoicus 
Precences not to do it at all? Every time you abſent your 
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elves from the Holy Sacrameut, ye renounce your Inter- 
| in Chriſt, and contribute your Endeavours towards the 
hrving of your immortal Sguls. 

O!] put on, therefore your glorious Apparel, and approach 
'n white Garments to the Marriage of the Lamb, Bid adieu 
p your Farms and your Merchandice, and let not the Atten- 
lance upon aWife or the Trying of a Toke of Oxen, prevent 
jour Addreſſes ro your God. Come, take the Great Seal of 
Heaven for the Remiflion of your Sins, and receive the 
Royal Parent for your Poſſeſſion with the Saints in Glory. 
Methinks, you ſhould fit down under the Shadow 
if your Beloved with great Delight, and ſolace your 
ſelves ander the Banner of his Love. Methinks, ye ſhould 
hrong to the Temple in as great Companies, and with 
x much Zeal, ar the folemn times of celebrating the 
Euchariſt, as the Multitude follow d the Miracles of our 
Saviour, and the Hungry crouded to the ſurprizing Feaſt 
of Bread and Fiſhes : I am ſure, your Neceſſities are as 
prefſing, and your Zeal will be better rewarded : The 
jnritation is general, rhe Diſtribution will be equal, and 
the Welcome impartial, | | 

The Enrertainment is always prepared, and the Oxen 
nd Fatiings are killed, and nothing bur Gueſts are want- 
ing to grace the Solemnity, and conſummate the Mar. 
llage, 
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A Paraphraſt on the Part of the 1 19000 PSA wt 1 

5 5 | the N * . J 25 

5 135 
I. 5 


O Heav'n my chearful Voice 1 raiſe; | 

And God's the Subject of my Song; 

My God and Saviour's boundleſs Praiſe 
Muſt always dwell upon my Tongue. 


No ſooner was my Suit ro Heav'n convey'd, My 
Buc 8 s Arm diſparch' d rhe WA Or for Aid ; . 
N ö 


Grim Death, with all her Ghaſtly Band, 
About my trembling Soul did wait; 
The gaping Grave reach'd forth her Hand, 
And envious Hell conſpir'd my Fate. 


Then panting, to my God for Help I ws „ Att 
To God, my preſent lr. in a An 
| "2h, * 


The Righteous Lord is Great, and dal - 
His bounteous Acts to all extend; 5 
He gives the Needy conſtant Food, 
And ſtands the injur'd Orphan's Friend? 
{ ought, (ſince I enjoy ſo full a ſhare,, 
In Grati ade, my Benefactor s Love declare. 


2: Then _— my Soul, art hon oppreſt ? 
Why do thy blubber'd Eye-l1ds mourn ? 
Let iprightly Mirth run thro' thy Breaſt, 
And to thy wonted Reſt return. 

Th'indulgent God thy fault ring Feet ſhall ſave; 

And ſnatch thy Life from the devouring Grave, 


IV. Then 


g ch. V. Of the Lord's Supper. 


V. | 
Then how ſhall I proclaim his Praiſe 2 
What Incence to his Altars bring? 
What Trophies to his Honour raiſe? 
What Tribute give to ſuch a King? 
By Heav'n it ſelf the Debt muſt be repaid, 
Or no Return by needy Mortals made. 


VI. 
The Cup of Bleſſing I will take, 
And Homage to my Saviour give: 
Of God I'll grateful mention make; 
And praiſe the Mercies I receive. 
My raviſh'd Soul, his Name ſhall celebrate; 


And my glad Tongue, his noble Deeds relate. 


5 * 
O Blefſed Manna! Heav'nly Feaſt! 
Which Life Eternal doth afford! 4 
O Happy Man! Thou Welcome Gueſt 
At the rich Banquet of the Lord! 
Attending Angels round the Table ſtand, 
And God himſelf ſupplies the Paſchal Lamb. 


| Wh | 
Then to the Temple's Courts repair; 
And with the Congregation join: 
Go, Offer up thy Thankful Pray'r, 
And take the Myſtic Bread and Wine; 
Let Fudah's Realms with loud Applauſes ring; 


And ev'ry Tongue proclaim Old Facob's King, 
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H F M I. 


DL as the Hart defi reth the Mater broke, fo longeth my 
Soul after thee, O God. (P.. 42. 1.) 
My Soul is athirſt for God, yea, even for the living God: 
When ſhall T come to appear before the Preſence of God ? (V. 2. 
My Soul waiteth for the Lord, more than they that watch for 
the Morning: T ſay, more than they that watch Jer the Mory- 
ing. (PI. 130. 6.) 
Let Iſrael hope in the Lord: for with the Lord N is Mer- 
* cy, and with him is plenteuus Redemption. (V. 7.) 
i : J will eruſt, and not be afraid: for the Lord Fehovah i is 1 
| A and my ſong : | He is alſo become my ſalvation. (II. 12.2, 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord : my Soul ſhall be joyful in my 
God: For he hath clothed me with the Garment of Salvation, be 
| hath covered me with the Robe of Righteouſneſs. (Ch. 61. 10,) 
The Tabernacle of the Lord is with Men, and the Roy al 
Banquer is prepared for the Penitent. (Rev. 21.3) 
Paradiſe is once more diſplay'd upon Earth, and the be. 


Feſtivities of the Church e are transfer d to the F 
Militant. the /e 
I, ſee a new Heaven and a new Earth N to lift up 4 

their Heads; and the Hoh City, the New Jeruſalem coming pu 

down from God out of Heaven. (V. 1,2.) | B 


I ſee, I ſee the magnificent Appearance under the C:p- Ne /. 
tain of my Salvation, like as a Bridegroom decked with Orn6- even 
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ment, and à Bride with ber Jewels. (Iſa. 61. 10.7 . £ 
O!]! Come, let us attend this awful Solemnity, and bear be. 
a part in the Trlumphant Entry of our Prince. a; 
Let us unite together in the Service of our God, and be o. 
confederate for our common Salvation. 1 
Sacrifice and Adoration are the Ways to Acceptance : ¶ Hin 
Eat and Live are the Terms of the Evangelical Kingdom. 1 2! 
Praiſe the Lord, therefore, and call upon his Name; declare ¶ bat 
his doings among the People; 3 make mention that is Name i: L. 
ee . 125 4) 4 F 
Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent things : Thi || - 

0 is known in all the Earth. (V. 5. Vi 


— — — 
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His Work is hunourable and glorious, and 15 Righteouſne/; 
endureth for ever. Pl. 1 111.3.) He 
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He hath given Meat unto them that fear him; he will ever 
be mindful of his Covenant. ( V. 50 | 


HYMN II. 
Brift our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us: therefore let ys ketp 


the Fat, (i Cor. 5. )) 
Not with old Leaden, neither with the Leaven of Malice and 


Wickedneſs ; but with the unleavencd Bread of Sincerity and 


Truth. (V. 8.) 


Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters; and he 


that hath no Money, come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy Wine 


and Milk without Money, and without Price. (II 55. 1.) 
Approach with Faith and Humility to the ſacred Altar, 
and with Foy draw Water out of the Wells of Salvation. (Iſ. 1 2. 2.) 
Wherefore do ye ſpend Money for that which is not Bread ? 
and your labour for that which ſatisfieth not? (V. 2.) 
Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your Soul delight it ſelf in Fatneſs. (Ibid.) | 
Incline your Ear, and come unto me : Hear, and your Soul ſhall 
be. (V. 3. | | | 
For from the riſing of the Sun, even unto the going down of 


the ſame, my Name ſhall be great among the Gentiles. (Mal. 1. 11.) 


And in every place Incence ſhall be offered unto my Name, and 


a pure Offering unto the God of Holineſs. (Ibid,) 


But take care that ye do net prophane my Ordinances, in that 


Je ſay, the Table of the Lord is polluted, and the Fruit thereof, 
| even his Meat is contemptibie. (V. 12.) IE 
| Behold, he hath killed his Beaſts, he hath mingled his Mine; 
be bath alſo Furniſhed his Table. (Prov. 9. 2.) 


He hath ſent forth his Miniſters to al Nations, and they cry 


upon the higheſt Places of the City. (V. 5.) 


Come, eat of my Bread, and drink of the Wine which I have 


| mingled. (V. 5.) 
Look to him that cometh from Bog rah in dyed Garments, and 
bath waſhed his Clothes in the blood cf Grapes. (If, 63. 1.) 
Look to him who hath ſwallowed up Death in Victory, and made 
4 Feaſt of hu Conqueſt to all People: (Ch. 25. 6, 8) 


A Feaſt of fat things. a Feaſt of Royai Daintics, a Feaſt of 


Nine upon the Lees. (Gen. 49. 20.) 


PRAYER 
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P RATE R I. 


1 Do nct preſume to come to thy Table, O merci ful God, 
truſting in my own Righteouſneſs; but in thy manifold 
and great Mercies. I am not worthy ſo much 
5 as to gather up the Crumbs under thy Table: 
But thou art the ſame Lord, whoſe Property is always to 
have mercy : Grant me therefore, gracions Lord, ſo to eat 
_ the Fleſh of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, and to drink his 
Blood, chat my ſinful Body may be made clean by his Bo- 
dy, and my Soul wafhed thro? his moſt precious Blood, and 
chat I may evermore dwell in Him, and He in me. Amen. 


Communion; 


P R ATE R IL. 


O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takeſt 
1 away the Sins of the World, have mercy upon me. 
bid. Thou that takeſt away the Sins of the World, 

. have mercy upon me. Thou thar takeſt away the 
Sins of the World, receive my Prayer. Thou that firteſt at 
the right Hand of God the Father, have mercy upon me: 
For thou only art Holy; Thou only art the Lord; Thou 
only, O Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, art moſt high in the 
Glory of God the Father. Amen, 


L : 
2 


as loch ” 8 © _— * ”y ; f Fi 

5 W 2 8 e HZ of 
3 TEIN — . 15 | "34 ft 
Ve are not Children of the Bond- Woman, but of the 1 

IB ER T X, being one of the moſt eminent and print 

leading Privileges of the Golpel, and what was 1 

d purchas'd for us by the meritorious Blood of our n 
Almighty Redeemer : Ir behoves every Son of God to look 1 

into his Chriſtian Birth. right, and to know upon what Terms ; £15.00 

he has obtain'd his Freedom from his Maſter, and is com- 1 
mencd a Denizen of the New Jeruſalem. THEY 


| Now the Way and Means to come at this great Patent 
of Liberty, and to diſcover the Privileges contain'd in it, 
| will be by a ſhort Survey of the Slavery of all Mankind fince 
| the Fall, and the Miſery and Bondage which the Vicious 
| and Irregenerate are detained under, even in a Chriſtian 
and Illuminated State. 5 IE 3 
O my Soul, this Theme which I am now to diſcuſs, is 
a 2 peculiar Concern of thy own, and I ſhall no farther en- 
large upon it, than as it points at thy Captivity, and cele- 
brates thy Redemption. 5 . 
Upon the withdrawing then of Original Righteouſneſs, and 
true Holineſs, at the Tranſgreſſion of our Firſt Parents, there 
commenced a ſort of a Civil War in the Inward Man, and 
the Rebellious Paſſions being ler looſe, uſurp'd upon Right 
Reaſon, and put the Reins of Government into the Hands 
of Debauch'd Nature. 
19 From 
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From hence the Dominion of Sin was dated, and Miſer 
tranſmirred ro all the unhappy Deſcendants of Adam. The 
' Light of Nature was obſcur'd, and the Candle of the Lord 
burn'd dimly : The ſtrong Man, like Sampſon, was fetter'g 
and his Infirmities were too viſible to be deny'd, and too 
great to be palliated. The Contrivances of Satan are ſo 
ſubtil, and the Attacks of Sin ſo violent, that the Weak 
and Defenceleſs Soul could maintain her Poſt no longer: 
She was oblig'd to ſubmit to baſe Articles, and to clap up 
a diſhonourable Capirulation : She was oblig'd to ſurren- 
der upon the Terms which the Victor would impoſe, and 
to bear all the rude Inſults of a domineering Body. Af. 
ter this Submiſſion, She was compell'd to Actions below 
her Native Dignity, and forc'd ro Offices unbecoming her 
Divine Extraction. Her Beauty was deffower'd, her In. 
nocence was erac'd, her Strength weaken'd, and her Tre. 
ſures rifled. She ſeems now to have none of the ſame 
Lineaments and Features, which ſhe was eminent for, 
when ſhe came freſh from the Hands of her Creator; and 
to be as much unlike that Divine Creature, which ſhe ap- 
-pear'd in her Original Splendor, as the ſame Face in the De- 
clenſion of Age, differs from what it was in the Bloſſom 
and Beauty of Youth, | 115 5 
This is part of our miſerable Condition after the Fall of 
Adam; and there are ſtill ſome Dregs and Remainders of 
it in a Rgenerate State: The Effects of Original Sin, like 
the Aches of an Old Diſtemper, are continually hanging 
and hovering about us, and occaſioning frequent Diſor- 
ders and Inſurrections in the Progreſs of our Chriſtian 
Life. | 3 
But our great Comfort and Security is, that we have al- 
ways ſupernatural Aſſiſtances in this Militant State, and can 
never be born down the Stream into fina} Perdition 
without our own Conſent and Approbation. — 
Thou, O Bleffed Jeſus, art our Advocate and Interceſſor, 
our Strength and Salvation, Thou arr the Repairer of 
the Breach, and the Reſtorer of the Paths for Virtue to dwell 
in. By the Light of thy Heavenly Precepts, I may be 
guided and reform'd ; by the Overations of thy Holy Spi- 
rit, I may attain to a New Birth; by thy Victories and 
Triumphs, I may gain Plenty and Freedom: And by thy 
| Sat 


Ch. I. O Chriſtian Liberty. 153 
Death and Reſurrection be entitled to Life and Immor- 
tality. E 
Lord! What marvellous Light is ſprung up in Darkneſs ? 
What a Scene of Happineſs is open'd under the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation? The Face of Nature is quite changed, and 
Grace triumphs as much in our Redemption, as Omnipo- 
rence did in our Creation. 1 . 
I look now upon old Things as paſt away, and behold 
all Things are become new, Ihe Day of Fu- 
bilee and Deliverance is approached, and the 
Dungeons and Gallies are obliged to give up their Cap- 
tives. There is a perfect Renovation throughout the Mo- 
ral World, and no grating found of Irons and Fetters di- 
ſturb the Tranquillity of Chriſtendom. The Enemy is to- 
rally vaniſhed, and the Uſurpation and Tyranny of Sin 
aboliſhed ; and there ſhall be no more Pillage or Execu- 
tion, No more leading into Captivity, or complaining in cur 
Streets. The Captain of our Salvation has compleated his 
Conqueſt, and enrich'd all his Territories with the Fruits 
of it, and has ſettled their Liberties and Privileges by 
ſuch a Charter as ſhall never be broken or violated. He 
hath blotted out the Hand. writing of Ordinances, that was a- 
gainſt us, which was contrary to us, and took it out C 
of the way, nailing it to the Croſl, And having 
ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, he made a ſhew of them open- 
ly, triumphing over them in it, 

O thou Victorious Redeemer ! Thou ſtrenuous Aſſertor 

of Liberty, and merciful Intereeſſor for Souls! How ſhall 

| ſufficiently extol thy Magnanimity and Goodneſs? And 
where ſhall I find Words lofty and expreflive enough to 
celebrate thy Praiſes? „ 

Come, ye ranſomed of the Lord, with Songs, and everla- 

ſting Foy upon your Heads: Come, join in a thankful Ac- 
| kn owledgement of our common Happineſs, and pay your 
Homages ro the generous Reſtorer of our Privileges. Ye 

are releaſed, O ye inſolvent Debrors! Ye are freed, O 
| je Bond-Men and Captives ! Freed from the Guilt and 
| Dominion of Sin ; Freed from the Curſe and Puniſhment 
of Eternal Damnation. Ye have nothing in Jeopardy 
but your Bodies; Ye have nothing bur a little Fleſh and 
| Blood, which can poſſibly lie at the Mercy of a malicious 
World 


2 Cor. 5. 17. 


Col. 2. 14,157 
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World to inform againſt, or in the Power of a Tyrant 10 
ſeize and execute. 5 

But fear not them which kill the Body, and afterwards have 
nothing that they can do: The Soul is ſtill impregnable, and 
her Liberties are not to be approach'd or violated. She 
is free in the Mines, or a Dungeon; and no Impri ſon- 
ment can reduce her under the Power and Slavery of Sin 
 Manacles on the Hands, and Irons on the Feet, can no 
ways reſtrain the Flights and Sallies of a Spiritual Being. 
The Soul in the midſt of her Bodily Torture, can tranſa& 
and negotiate with her God; can article and indent for 
Eternity, and make the beſt Terms for her Reception in- 
to immortal Glory. 


" —_—_— 


— : _ 


$0: 8M 

Nmure's uneaſie under a Conſtraint, 

And by Abortion utters her Complaint: 

By Inſtinct bleſs d, ſhe takes the Golden Mean, 

And ſhuns the Danger of each wild Extream. 

She neither ſinks nor ſoars ; but ſtill abides 
Within thoſe prudent Bounds which God preſcribes, 
This is her Sphere of Action: Here ſhe's free, 
And all beyond's Licentiouſneſe, not Liberty. 


The penſive Bird, whilſt ro the Cage confin'd, 

Nor thinks of Love, nor propagates his Kind: 

The molten Feather's on his ſully'd Breaſt. 

Shew the Diſaſters of a Mind oppreſs'd : 85 

But the brick Herd, which chro the Thicker roam, 

And unconftrain'd make any Place their Home, 
With dazling Plumes, and their melodious Air, 
Divert our Eyes, and charm our lining Ears. 


The cryſtal Seream in pleaſant Windings glides; 
And flow'ry Meads adorn his flagrant Sides: 

Bur dull Canals pent up by lab'ring Art, 

No various Scenes to curious Eyes impart ; 

No Murm'ring o'er the Pebbles pleaſe the Ear; 
Nor haſty Brooks ſurprize the Traveller. 


ich 


1 * 
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4 HE N the Lord turned again the Coptivity of F7on, then 


| with joy. (V. 2) 
| great things for them: (V. 3.) 
we rejoice. (V. 4 


nal his Interpoſition for his People. 


9 


Such is the Liberty mere Inſtinct gives, 
And ev'ry Being with Delight receives. 
Nature and Providence in conſort move, 

(The Subjects of my Wonder and my Love 1 
And Earth below reſembles Heav'n above. 


Bur Man 5 free in a ſublimer Way, 
By Reaſon's Dictates, and Religion's Sway. 
en d to Fredom if no Sins controul, 
Nor bind in Caprive Chains the ranſom” d Soul. 
He's curb'd no longer by uſurping Luſt, 
By God abandon'd, and by Nature curſt. 
To Virtue's Rules the wanton Appetite, 
The crooked Mill, and rebel Thoughts ſubmit: 
Ev'n Death and Sin are under Laws confin'd, 
And ceaſe to ravage on a Free- born Mind. 


80 when the watch ful Shepherd's artful Care 
Can the fierce Wolf, or cautious Fox enſnare; 
The harmleſs Flock on craggry Mountains climb, 
And crop the fragrant Buds of riſing Time; 
Or in the fruitful Vales ſecurely ſtray, _ | 
Whilſt round the bleating Dams s the fearleſs Of ſpring play. 
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HYMN I. 
were we like unto them that dream. (PL, 126. 1 ) 
Then was our Mouth filled with laughter, and our Tongue 
Then ſaid they among the Heathen, The Lord hath done 
Yea, the Lord hath done great things for us already, ene 


Wonderful is is Love to the Oppreſſed, and very fig 


The times of refreſhing are come, and they Gas * in Tears 
ſhall reap in Foy. (Acts 3. 19. Pl, 126. 6.) 


Parr II. | Tr. The 


166 5 The Devout Soul. Book ly 

The Spirit of rhe Lord is upon me, (ſays the Prince of 
Peace and Liberty,) becauſe the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good Tidings to the Meek, (Iſa. 61 1.) 

He hath ſent me to bind up the Broken-bearted, to proclaim 
Liberty to the Captives, and the opening of the Priſon to them 
that are beund: (Ibid.) 

To proclaim the acceptable Year of the Lord, and the Day of 
Vengeance of our God: (V.2) 
| To comfort all that mourn in Aion, to give unto them Beau. 
ty for Aſhes, the Oil of Foy for e the Garment of 
Praiſe, for the Spirit of Heavineſs; (V. 3.) 

That they might be called the Trees of Righteouſneſs, the 
planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. (Ibid.) 

And they ſhall build the old Waſtes, They ſhall edi up the 
Former Deſelations ; and they ſhall repair the waſte Cities, the 
Deſolations of many Generations- (V. 4 

And Strangers ſhall ſtand and feed your ” Flocks and the Sons , 
the Alien (hall be your Plow-men, and your Vine-dreſſers. (V. 5 

But ye ſhall be named the Prieſts of the Lord; Men ſhall 
call you the Miniſters of our God: 

Ye [ill eat the Riches of the Gentiles, and in | thete Clay 
ſhall je boaſt your ſelves, ( Ibid.) 5 


T Liberty | is eſtablil d by Chriſtianity, yer has it n0 


Toleration to encroath upon Virtue. 

Ir is never to be uſed for 4 Cloak of Malic®uſneſs ; never 
to be pleaded for a protection in finning. (1 Fer. 2. 10, 
The Grant of Liberty is limited and conditional, and 
the Charter tram'd in ſubordination ro Government. 

If it aftronts Fairh, or oppoſes Myſteries ; if it vacates 
Obedience, or br eaks off Church. Communion 4 

Then ir ſwells into ſviritual Rebellion, and attacks even 
the Founder of our Chr. tian Priviliges. 

Be not, therefore, too much elated with thy Freedom 
O Man; nor think thy (elf diſcharg d from all Reſtraints 
and Prohibitions. 

Who ſome Laws are the Meaſure of chy Obedience, 
and Religich is not to be reduc'd to Things indifferent. 


945 


ce, 


Ys 


ck. VE Of Chriſtian Liberty. 1357 


Sq not thou, It is through the Lord that 1 fall away : For thou 


wghteſt not to do the things which he hateth. (Ecclus. 1 5.11.) 


10 not thou, He hath cauſed me to err: For he hath no need 
of the ſinful Man. (V. 12.) 

The Lord hateth all Abomination ; and they that fear Ged, 
love it not. (V. 13.) 


the Hand of his Counſel: (V. 14.) 


If thou wilt, to keep the Commandment, and to perform ac- 
110 Feithfulneſs. 1 9 


Hand unto whether thou wilt. (V. 16.) 


le given him. (V. 17.) 


For the Wiſdom of the Lord 6 great, and he is mighty in 
Power, and beholdeth all things: (V. 18.) 


And his Eyes are upon them that fear him, and be knoweth 
ever Work of Man. (V. 19.) 
He hath commanded no Man to do wickedly, neither hath he 


ben any Man e to 7 In, V. 20. 0 


PRATER I. 
0 God, who art the Awakor of Peace, and Lover of Con- 


cord, in knowledge of whom ſtandeth our Gl, forPeacts 
Eternal Life; whole Service is perfect Freedom; 


mies, that I ſurely truſting in thy Defence, may not fear 
the Power of any Adverſaries, chro the Might of nos 
Chriſt my Lord, Amen, 


PRATER II. 
A 


Lmighty God, who ſheweſt to them that be in Errour 
they may turn into the way of Righreouſnels : 


OD. a 


| Grant unto all them that are admitted into the Fellowſhip 


of Chriſt's Religion, that they may eſchew rhoſe things that 


ate contrary to their Profeſſion, and follow all ſuch things as 
re agreeable to the ſame, thro my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, _ | 


- The End of the FOURTH B0OOk: HHH HE” 
Par n. 5 3 THE 


He himſelf made Man from the Beginning, and left him in 


He hath ſet Fire and Water before thee :  frretch forth thy 


Before Man is Life and Death, and whether him liketh ſhall 
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defend me thy humble Servant, in all Aſſaults of my Ene- | 


the Light of chy Truth, to the intent that 5. aft. Laſts | 
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DEVOUT SOUL: 


OR, 


An Entertainment hs the Thankful. 


$0 0 
Of the Sufferings and Glorification of Chril. 


CHAP. I 
1 07 the Ienominous Treatment of CHR15ST 
me Barth, 


He came to his Own, and his Own received him ot, 


MEDITATION. 

H E Coming of rhe Meſſiah being eagerly expe- 
cted by the Jewiſy Nation, and his Kingdom 
foretold ro be attended with ſuch eminent and 
| _ diſtinguiſhing Biejings ; one would reaſonably 
| have ſuppos'd, that all Orders and Degrees of Men mutt 
welcome 


ch. R The Ienominious Treatment of Chriſt. 169 


welcome the Arrival of this magnificent Prince, and ſtudy 
to our-vie each other in their Compliments and Civilities 
to his Perſon and Government. Duty and Intereft 
would oblige them to this reſpectful Behaviour, and rhe 
Dictates of common Prudence and Policy enforce Allegi- 
ance upon ſuch a memorable Occafon. T0 
When I read the pompous Declarations of the Pro- 
phets upon this Subject, and the approaching Felicities 
of the Few:zſh Nation; I expect to meet with the Magni- 


ficence of Solomon in every Street of Feruſalem, and 


Silver and Gold as plenty as Duſt and Stones in the City: 
|. expect ro ſee the Princes of Fudah in ſolemn Proceſ- 
fon to their New Monarch, their Dung Men lining the 
Streets in their glorious Apparel, and the Damſels attend- 
ing the Parade with Garlands on their Heads, and Ho- 
ſanna's in their Tongues. 5 = 
Bur alas! The Appearance did nor anſwer Expecta- 
tion, nor was the Reception worthy of fo Divine a 
Monarch. Ferod, inſtead of heading the Solemnity, 
and paying Adoration to Him, who was born Ring of 
the Fews, is ſuſpicious of his own Title, and lays four- 
teen thouſand Infants, (and amongſt the reſt, his own 
Son,) in hopes to diſpatch the Pretender to his New Do- 
minions. = | ORE | {A 
Thus, the Firſt Openings of the peaceful Meſſiab's 
Kingdom were ſtain d with Blood, and rhe Voice in Ra- 
mah will always ſound in the Ears of Poſterity, and Ra- 
chel's comfortleſs mourning for her Children upbraid the In- 
humanity of her own Countreymen. 5 
Now, if theſe things are done in the green Tree, 
what ſhall be done in the dry? If the Prologue is 
lo terrible, what are we to expect, when rhe Scenes begin 


to thicken, and rhe Tragedy labours with Variety of A- 


ction? If Craft and Suſpicion could make ſuch Waſte 
of innocent Blood, without any Provocation, what might 
not Malice and Revenge perpetrate, when Facts were 
multiply'd, and Variety of Incidents gave freſh Handles 
to Informers and Proſecutors? „ 
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Some Natures are not to he ſooth'd, F291 ſinks Peoples 
Prejudices will never be remov'd ; or elſe, one would 
think, that as Light appear d, Darkueſa ſhould vaniſh : ; 4 
Obligations encreasd, Graritude. ſhould, in proportion, 
diſplay it ſelf. 

The Fault, in theſe Caſes, does not lye in a Want of 
Conviction, or an Imperfection of Knowledge ; bur 
In the Stubborneſs of the Will, and the perverſe Oppoſi. 
tion of deprav'd Nature. The Infidelity of a Few is Pro- 
verbial, and the very Stones 1 in Jeruſalem might rebuke his 
Inſo ence. 

Lord! How did che Sanhedrim rape, and the People 
imagine 4 vain thing? How was the World alarm'd 
at this New Birth > And what hard Speeches, and bitter 
Sarcaſms ſtill purſu'd the Repuration, and loaded the | 
Memory of this Prince of Peace? Some Perſons were 
_ offended at his Countrey, and others at his Parentage; 
| ſome at the manner of his Nativity, and others at the 
| Preaching of his Doctrine. 

Feruſalem propos'd her ſelf for the Miſtreſs of the 
World, and began ro flatter her Inhabitants with Uni- 
Matt, 21.813. verſal Empire. The Daughter of Sion could 
: not brook the Humility of her King. nor bear 
his Riding on an Aſs, and a Colt the Fole of an Aſs. Such 
a Cavalcade was below her Arrogance 3 ſuch a De- 
baſement was thoughr nagen of an . Digul- 
L 

N "Well, therefore, we may ſuppoſe, thar nor only 
the Chief N and Scribes were ſo diſpleaſed at our 
Saviour; but the Populace was inſtigated againſt his 
| Perſon, BY the Magiftracy call'd upon to ſuppreſs his 
Innovations. 

In ſhorr, the Diſguſt was almoſt univerſal, and the 
Complaint in every body's Mouth. Prejudice and Par- 
tiality continu'd their Suſpicions, and the ancient Pro- 
pbecies were wreſted to the Diſadvantage of tbe Holy Je- 


us, and his own Miraculous 0 pleaded to prove him 
an Impoſtor. | 


New 
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Now all this was not tranſacted amongſt Pagans and 
Barbarians, but amongſt. the People of God, and the Coun- 
trey- men of our Redeemer. It was not an open pr 
Enemy that did me this Diſhonour, neither was it 
mine Adverſary. that did magnifie himſelf againſt me: No, 
The Conſpiracy was form'd at home, and the Narives 
of Paleſtine were both the Projectors and Execurors of it: 
lt was Thou, my Companion, my Guide, and 
mine own familiar Friend : We took ſweet Coun- 
ſel together, and walked in the Houſe of God as Friends, 


55. 12,13, 


Ver. 14,15, 


The fame Temple was the Place of our Worſhiv, 


the ſaine Law the Rule of our Practice; and yet this 


Communion could not mitigate rhe Malice of a Jem, 
nor this Conformity protect the Innocence of rhe Bleſſed 


elus. | | 
FE Thine Enemies were thoſe of thine own Hou 
hold, and every Act of thy Life was miſ{-conſtru'd 
and perverted. The Place of thy Birth was a Stable, 


and thy Firſt Bed a Manger: Thy Entrance into this 
World was amongſt Brutes, and thy Converſation af- 


terwards lay with Men altogether ſavage. and unna- 
tural. Publicans and Sinners were deſirable Company 


in compariſon of thy conceited and implacable Coun- 
trey- men; and the very ſuperſtitious Heathen, who 


knew. not the Divine Law, were more candid Auditors 
of the Goſpel, than a People entruſted with the Oracle: 
of God. VVV . 
If the over-bearing Force of a Miracle, and the un- 
deniable Evidence of Truth did ſometimes work upon a 
generous Mind, and extort an Acknowledgment of rhe 
Meffiah ; what Obloquy and Reſentment, what Tyranny 
and Excommunication were the fatal Coniequences of ſuch 
a Converſion ? | 

The New Diſciples affected Secrecy in their Faith, and 
becauſe of the Phariſees, did not confeſs Chriſt, 
leſt they ſhould be put out of the Synagogue. 
dome People, peradventure, might think, him a good Man, 
and his Actions an undeniable Proof of his Milli: Howbe- 
it no Man dar d ſpeak openly of him for fear of the Cn. 3 
Jews, and the moſt general Noiſe and Our- 
cry was, He deceiveth the People, Nicodemus, upon chat 
rs, Ff 4 „ 4core, 


Joh. 12. 42. 
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ſcore, was forc'd to make bis Application to our Saviour 
H. 2. . Oy Night; and the Man, who was cured of a 
G. 3. . | 
natural Blindneſs, was very barbarouſl» reg. 
ted by the Jews, for not calumniating and vilifying his 
Benefactor : For they reviled him, and ſaid, Thou 
art his Diſciple ; but we are Moſes's Diſciples, 
Thou waſt altogether born in Sins, and daſt thou 


Ch. 9. 28, 
29,34» 


teach us? We know that God ſpake unto Moſes ; but as for thy | 


Fellow, we know not from whence he is. 


Such, O my Soul, was the Entertainment of thy Savi— 


our upon Earth; ſuch were the ſpiteful Reflections caſt 
upon his Doctrine; and ſuch the barbarous Ulage of his 
Diſciples and Followers. One would have thought in— 
deed, that 4 Life ſo harmleſs and innocent, as that of 
the Holy Jeſus, could nor have provok'd the Indignation 
and Reſentment of any Sect or Party: One would have 
thought, that a Life ſo uſeful and exemplary, muſt have 
procur'd the Love, and excited rhe Gratitude of rhe moſt 
enrag'd Enemies. But what ſhall we ſay to a perverſe and 
„ untoward World? Or how can we plead for 


 Unpodly Men, ordain d of old to this Condemnati- | 


on ? The beſt Abhorrence of their Actions, O my Soul, 
15 a contrary Practice ; the higheſt Inſtance of Aﬀection 
to our Saviour, is an earneſt Contention for our common 


Faith, and a firm Adherence to the Doctrines once deliver d 
tothe Saints. - 5 


Ch. I. 
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5 0 R -M 
E33 A L 69th Tranſlated to Verſe 1oth. 


PRapirious God! Thy bumble Suppliant ſave, 
When Tempefts thicken, and the Surges rave. 

In the thick Mire my feeble Legs ſubſide, 

And o'er my Temples flows the ſwelling Tide, 

My panting Soul ſo long has Aid implor'd, 

And wiſhful Eyes have waited for their Lord; 

That my Sight fails, my ſinking Spirits faint, 

And my parch'd Lips cant utter their Complaint 2: 
Yer ſtill my potent Foes more num'rous grow; 
Thick as the Hairs which round my Temples grow ; 
Their gath'ring Troops my trembling Life purſue, 
Urging their old Complaints, or forging New, 
Whilſt, Lord, I paid them what was ne'er their due. 
Thou know'ſt the Truth of what my Lips aſſert; 
Thou ſee'ſt the Secrets of my injur'd Heart. 


Lord, let thy out ſtretch'd Arm protect the Juſt ; 
Let thoſe be skreen'd who ro thy Goodneſs truſt, 
Why ſhou'd we all of common Fate partake, 
And Saints be puniſh'd for the Sinner's ſake 2 
'Tis, Lord, for Thee I ſuffer this Diſgrace ; 

For Thee, inſulting Shame deforms my Face. 
For Thee, my Brethren double all their Hate, 
And each familiar Friend derides my Fate: 
Yer, fix d I ftand the Champion of the Laws, 
And plead Religion's, and my Father's Cauſe, 
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174 The Devout Soul. 


HYMN I. 


* Adverſaries roar in the midſt of thy Congregacion, an! 
ſet up their Banners for Tokens. (Pl. 74. 5.) 

But, Lord! How long ſhall the Ungodly triumph 2 How long 
ſpall the Enemy blaſpheme thy Name ? For ever? (V. 10. J: 
How long ſhall all wicked Doers ſpeak fo diſdainfully, and male 

ſuch proud boaſting > (Pl. 94. 
Remember, Lord, the Rebuke that thy Servants have: And 
-_ I do bear in my Boſom the Rebukes of many. Fg; (el 
89. 49.) 
MWherewith thine Enemies have blaſphemed thee, and ſlander. 
ed the Footſteps of thine anointed. (V. 50.) 
For the Ungodlys ſo proud, that be careth not for God, nei- 
ther is God in all his Thoughts, (Pl, 10.4) 
1 7; Meuth i is full of Curſing, Deceit, and Fraud: Under his 
- Tongue is Ungodlineſs and Vanity. V. 79 
Hie ſitteth lurking in the thieviſh Corners of the Streets, ad 


privily in his lurking Dens doth he murder the Innocent : His 


7 Eyes are ſet againſt the Poor. (V. 8.) 

"Phe is me, that I am conſtrained to dwell with Mefech; and 

to have my Habitation among the Tents of Kedar. (Pl. 120.4 ) 

My Soul bath long dwelt among them that are Enemies unto 

Peace, and Perſecutors of Truth and Ri ghteouſneſs. (V5. 

I labour for Peace; but when I ſpeak unto them thereof, they 
make them ready to Battle. (V. 6) 

But ſave my Soul, O Lord, from ſuch contentious Neigh 

bours: Deliver me from hing Lips, and from a. e 

Tongue. (V. 2.) 

thy fandeſt thou fo far off, O Lord, and hideſt 0 Face in 
the needful time of Trouble. (Pl. 10. 1.) 

Shew thy marvellous Loving-Kndneſs, Thou that art the Sa- 


vidur of them which put their Truſt in Thee, from ſuch as reſiſt 


' tby Right Hand, (Pl. 17. 7.) 
Heip me, O Lord, for there 1s not one Gedly Man left: Fir 
__ the Faithful are miniſhed from among the Children of Men, 
(PE. 12.1. 
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HT MN II. 


E merciful unto me, O God, for Man goeth about to dovour 
me; He is daily fighting and troubling me. (Pl. 56. 1.) 
Strangers are riſen up againſt me, and Tyrants, which have 
not God before their Eyes, ſeek, after my Soul. (Pf. 54.2.) 
Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me; For my 
Soul truſteth in Thee, and under the ſhadow ef thy Wings ſhall 
be my Refuge, until this Tyranny be overpaſt. (Pl. 57. 1.) 
Mine Enemies are daily in Hand to ſwailow me up : for they 


be many that fight againſt me, O thou moſt Higheſt. (Pl. 
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Steps; when they lay wait for my Soul. (Pſ. 56. 6.) 
And T lie even among the Children of Men, that are ſet on 
Fire, whoſe Teeth are Spears and Arrows, and their Tongue 2 
bart Sword. (kl. 37. 50) oe & | OE | 
* Nevertheleſs, though I am fometime afraid, yet put I my 
ralſt-an Thee.” ee FI N 5 
I will praiſe God, becauſe of his Word: I have put my Truſt 
in God, and will not fear what Fleſh can do unto me. (V. 4.) 
I will call unto the moſt high God, even unto the God that 
ſhall perform the Cauſe which I have in Hand, (Pl. 57. 2.) 
He ſhall ſend from Heaven, and ſave me from the Reproof of 
bim that would eat me up. (V. 3.) . 
Shall the Mighty 1 for their Wickedneſs 2 Thou, O 
God, in thy Diſpleaſure ſhalt caſt them down. (Pſ. 56. 7) 
The blood thirſty and deceitful Men ſhall not live out half their 
Nays ; PEN my Truſt ſhall be in thee, O Lord, (Pl. 
2 | £ 


6. 1) | Fe . "Mi 
They daily miſtake my Words: All that they imagine, 1s to "13 
%%% . 70 

They have digged a Pit before me: They have laid a Net for wy 
my Feet, and preſſed down my Soul. (Pl. 57. J.) _ > ml 
They hold altogether, and keep themſelves cloſe, and mak my bt 
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PR ATE R JI. 
Arien God, who haſt given thine only Son to be 0 | 
| both a Sacrifice for Sin, and alſo an Enſample of f ö 
$. 2: of: Eaſt. Godly Life; Give me Grace, that I may a]. 
„„ ways moſt thankfully receive that his ineſti- 
mable Benefit, and alſo daily endeavour my ſelf to follow 


the Steps of his moſt Holy Life, thro' the ſame Jeſus Chriſt — 
my Lord. Amen. | 2 . 9 


I RAI ER II. Beho 


bei 
: O Bleſſed Jeſus, who haſt appeared Perſonally upon fo 
| Earth for the Reduction of Sinners, and haſt inſtitu- Ge 


red an Order of Men to watch over the. Chriſtian Flock 
in thy Abſence : Grant that none of them may be ſcanda- 
lized by thy hard Uſage upon Earth, or diverted from 

their Duty by the Menaces and Proſecutions of Tyrants; 
bur that all of them may proceed boldly to inculcare the 

_ paſſive Doctrine of thy Religion, and ro revive the explo- 
ded Notions of Mortification, Humiliry, Obedience and 
Charity, from thy Precepts and Example, O bleſſed Lord, 
who, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, liveſt and 
reigneſt ever one God, World without End. Amen. 


CHAP. 


Ch. 11 I 


of the Berraying, Trial, and Condemnation 


3 of Chriſt. 


o 
wy 


. ä 2 — ny 3 
7 0 

— — . ͤ ͤ Ä ES Sb 

RE 2 2 2 5 * 5 — 

— g "E< > _ ie : 5 2 —— A" * — = 
: 2 OP - y m_ 

* 1 * — — — — = , * IO x — * === 
— Vs. — — — COS . 

* * n * N 

. n 
n * 


S — — 
: LN Ie hs 
2 2. EY 


— — 


MAI T. 20. 18, 19. 3 
Behold, we go up to Feruſalem, and the Son of Man ſhall be 
betrayed unto the Chief=Prieſts and unto the Scribes, and they 


ſhall condemn him to Death, and ſhall deliver him to the 
Gentiles, to mock, and to ſcourge Him, ; 


MEDITATION. 


HOU art now, my Soul, to be attentive to ſome 
of the laſt Lectures of thy Heavenly Maſter, and 
to hear him diſcourſing upon his own Fate, and 
fore-telling the Manner and Circumſtances of his ap- 
proaching Death. The melancholy Hour (ſays He) is coming 
on, and the Devil is already enter d into the Traytor : My Con- 
verſation and Abode with you, my Diſciples, muſt be very 
mort, and This is the laſt Journey we ſhall travel toge- 
ther upon Earth: For Feruſale m (whither we are now go- 
ing) ſhall be the Place of my Execution, and the Grand 
Feſtival ſhall be ſtain'd with unuſual Blood, and made for 
ever memorable by the Sacrifice of the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the Sins of the whole World, 5 
The Son of Man ſhall be betrayed. Betrayed! O harſh and 
ſurprizing Sound! With what Aſtoniſhmenr does it fill the 
Ear, and what Damps and Coldneſs does it bring upon 
the Heart? What a Dilgrace is the Action ir ſelf ro the 
S NE: common 


178 The Devout Soul. Bock V. 
common Principles of Humanity, and under what Species 
of Monſters ſhall we rank the perfidious Agent? What 
a vile Price was Thirty Pieces of Silver, for the Blood of the 
Lord and Saviour of the Univerſe? And what a merce. 
nary and ſordid Villain muſt Judas be, ſo cowardly to (ell 
thar generous Maſter, who endeavour'd to purchaſe his 
Fidelity by the ęreateſt Obligations, and to prevent his 
Avarice by the Management of his Treaſure, and the 
Truſt of his Hoiſhold ? 1 5 | 
The Meek and Compaſſionate Chriſtian ſurveys this 
Scene with Tears and Lamentations; and the Sanguine 
and Choleric, with Fire and Indignation. Every Paſſion 
is in the Intereſt of the Perſon betrayed, and riſes up in 
Defiance of the Traytor ; and every Motion of the Soul en- 
ters its Plea for oppreſs'd Innocence and injur'd Virtue, 
Bur this is but the Beginning of Sorrows: This, O my Soul, 

is but the Prelude ro more enormous Cruelties. See, ſee 
thy Innocent Redeemer in the Hands of Ruffians and Sol- 
diers: See the Swords glittering at his Breaſt, and the threat- 
ning Staves brandiſh'd over his Head: See him Apprehen- 
ded, Bound, and Deliver d to Pilate : See, fee him hurryd 
from one Court of Juſtice to another; and hear, O! hear, 
how his Proſcecutors are baffled in forming their Indict- 


ment, and his Accuſers forc'd to fhuffle and prevaricate in 


giving in their Evidence. Before the Fews He is charged 
with Blaſphemy againſt God and the Temple: Before the 
Romans, He is impeach'd as a Pretender to the Regal Go- 
vernment, and an Uſurper upon Ceſar and the Senate of 
Rome. But both theſe Allegarions as ſo confus'd and im- 
perfect, that in the Opinion of his very Enemies, they ra- 

ther acquit than condemn the Priſoner. 5 
But Malice is ſtill reſtleſs and clamorous in the Proſe- 
cution of Innocence, and Faction will extort the Sentence 
of Condemnation from an unwilling Judge. Nay, a bare 
Death, it ſeems, would nor ſatisfie, bur it much be attended 
with ſuch previous Circumſtances, as make Humanity bluſh, 
and Juſtice vail her Face. For after our Lord bad been de- 
Matt. 27. 18. liver d for Envy, try d by Faction, and condemn'd 
N without Evidence, He was ridicul'd and mock'd 
at, ſtrip'd and ſcourg d, array'd in the Pageantry of a Mo- 
narch, and expos d and baited for an Uſurper and Impoſtor: 
And 


Th. II. The Betraying, Tryal, &c. of Chriſt. 19 
And yer, with what Patience and Reſignation, with what 
Magnanimity and Reſolution doth he undergo the Tor- 
tures and Aponies of this inſolent Treatment? How calm 
and ſedate was his Countenance amidſt the Grins and 
Spittle, the Inſults and Buffetings of theProphane Soldiers? 
And how tamely did his pious Ears receive the mock Ho- 
ſanna's and Acclamations, the ſatyrical Scoffs and Revi- 


lings of Spectators and Buffoons? He could, if he had 


pleas'd, have ſoon filenc'd their Infamy, and confounded 
their ridiculous Mirth : He could, with a bare Wiſh, 
have called the whole Hoſt of Heaven to his Aſſiſtance, and 
have commanded Ten Thouſand times Ten Thouſand of thoſe 


Legions of Angels, which attend upon the Throne of God, to 


have confronted his Accuſers, Judge, and Murdrers, 
Nay, a Word from his Divine Mouth would have diffipa- 


ted the Uproar, and ſtruck a Terror into the Hearts of 


Aſſaſſins. But Obedience, and not Oppoſition, was moſt 
agreeable ro the Divine Will; Suffering, and not Reſi- 
ance, was the Chriſtian Method of Conqueſt. Therefore, 


He gave his Back to the Smiters, and his Cheeks to them that 


plucked off the Hair: He is brought as a Lamb | 
ro the ſlaughter ; and as a Sheep, before her Shearers, 85 . ry 
ts dumb, ſo he openeth not his Mouth, Innocence 

made no Reply, and Meekneſs was above Reprizals. 


The Omnipotence of a God, was ſwallow'd up in the 


Mercy of a Saviour, and a generous Charity ro others; was 
too hard for the Principles of Self-preſervation. 


But, notwithſtanding this Silence and Submiſſion, our 


Lord did ſufficiently purge himſelf from all criminal Im- 
putations; and leſt his Character ſnould ſuffer wich Poſte- 
rity, the very Mouth which condemns him, juſtifies his 
Innocence: For when Pilate ſaw that he could prevail nothing 
for Feſus, but rather that a Iumult was made, he took Water 
and waſhed his Hands before the Multitude, ſaying, 

I am innocent of the Blood of this juſt Perſon, ſee nad 
Ye to it. Some ſecret mil-givings (we perceive) there 
ſeem'd to be in the Breaſt of the Judge, ſome internal 


Struggles and reluctant Thoughts in favour of an injur'd 


and abuſed Perſon. . Bur the Clamour of the Multitude 
over-rul'd his Convictions, and the Importunity of the 
Jews perverted Juſtice. That menacing Saying, If thoa 
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10 aue Devon nl. Book v 


ler this Man go, thou art not Ceſar's Friend, 


oh 19. 12. . 8 
J ſtruck a Terror into the Governour, and made 


him look about him for his own Perſonal Security, as well 


as the Honour of the Emperor: And then the Cry of the 
| People, Crucifie him, Crucifie him, and that exe. 
crable Curſe, His Blood be upon us and our Chil. 
dren, extinguiſh'd his former Fears and Diffidence, and 


Matt. 27. 25. 


rransferr'd, in his Opinion, the Guilt of the whole Fact 


upon the Heads of the Accuſers. 
Thus, by the means of a trayterous Servant, an implaca. 
ble Sanhedrim, a daſtardly Fudge, an incens'd Rabble, and 


a pack of ſuborn d Mitneſſes, the moſt execrable Villainy 
Was tranſacted that ever was recorded in Hiſtory, or will 


ever be tranſmitted to Poſterity. 


But thus it was ordained by God, and thus was it foretold 


Luk. 24; 46. by, the Prophets: Thus it is written, and thus it 
LbLehoved Chriſt to ſuffer. Lord! Let his Suffe- 
rings have their due Influence upon Sinners, and his Agony 
and Paſſion be received with Gratitude, and commemora- 
ted with Adoration, Let the ſame Mind be in u. 
which was in Chirſt Feſus, who has given us an 
Example, that we ſhould do as he has done, and 


| ſuffer as he has ſuffered for us. Lord! Let the ſame 
Principles of Meekneſs, Patience and Forgiveneſs, carry 


us thro' all rhe Storms and Hurricanes of this vexatious 
World, and animate our Patience under Obloquy and 
Diſgrace, and fortifie our Souls againſt the Impeachmen: 


and Proſecutions of Tyrants and Apoſtates. 


POEM: 


— 
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POEM. 


PSALM the 22d Paraphras'd to Verſe the 20th. 


= 2k 
Gracious Father! Mighty Lord! 


SZ Why ſhoald thy boundleſs Mercy ceaſe 5 


To Me, to Me, thy Aid afford, 
ind give my rortur'd Soul Releaſe. 
5 . | 
All the long Day my Grief renew'd ; 
My Cries return with Morning-Light; 
My Life, by reſtleſs Foes purſy'd, 
finds no Repole from ſable Night. 


III. 


But Thou, O Lord, art Good and Juſt; 


And doſt the proud Oppreſſor hate; 


Thoſe are preſerv'd which on Thee truſt, 


And thoſe redreſs'd, which on Thee walt. 


Thus, thus onr Fathers were ſecure, 
And all their Safety lay in Pray'rs; - 
They ſought Thee in the needful Hour, 
And found Protection from their Cares. 


V. 


But wretched I, exempted ſtand, 
And like the Feeble Inſect born; 


Nill groan beneath ſome Tyrant's Hand, 


ind bear th' inſulting Rabble's Scorn. 


3 VII. 

| See how the Comes toſs their Head, 
And on my Grief inſulting play: ws 
dee ſpireful Lips their Venom ſpread, 
And ſneering Looks proclaim their Joy. 


4. 
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182 | The Devout Soul. 
vn. 


© This is the Favourite, they cry: 


This is the Man, who proudly boaſts, | 


His Hopes on Providence rely 
And God will ne'er diſcard his Truſt. 


VIII. 


But Jer Experience try the Fact, 
And Heavn its fignal Pow'r diſplay 3 
« If God the vaunting Wretch protect, 
Then He ſhall rule, and V obey. 


IX. 


Such is the daring Inſolence, 
Which daily grates my pious Ears ; 4 
Yer ſtill I rruſt in thy Defence, 


Unaw'd by Oy unſhock'd by Deaths 


X. 
Thou waſt my Fa and my God, 

Before the Virgin brought me forth; 

Before I left the Bleſs d Abode, 

And fix'd my Reſidence on Earth. 


. 


When firſt an helpleſs Babe I lay 
Within my trembling Mother's Arms; 
Thou didſt thy early Love diſplay, 


And skreen me from impending Harms. 


>. 4: 2 


Thou knowſt the Cauſe which brought me here; 


And what my dSuftrings muſt fulfil ; 
Thou know it What Aponies I bear, 
In meck compliance to thy Wil. 


XIII. 
O!] let nor Pains too much depreſs 
The nobler Ardour of thy Mind ; 
My gen'rous Enterprizes bleſs, 


And be propitious to Mankind; 


Ch. 1 2 Betraving, Tryal, &c. of 6/71 18 3 


XIV. 


As the fierce Pull in Baſhan fed, 
Prepares his curled Brows for War 
And with hoarſe Bell'wiheg ſtrikes a Dread 
Into the wand'ring Traveller - 


417 
V. 


Juſt ſo ſo my threat'ning Focs advance, 
And all their Envy's aim'd ar me; 
Jam the Mark of ev'ry Lance, 
And the ſole Victim doom'd to die. 

| XVI. 

Hear how rheſe rampant Lions roar; 
And greedy Jaws their Prey would rend: 
'Tis Me, Iis Me, they would devour ; 
Ar Me their bloody Paws extend. 


| . 
As Waters, with unuſual Haſte, 
Down the declining Channels glide; 
find my floating Spirits waſte, 
And Life in reſtleſs Motions glide, 

XVIII. 

My Conſtitation's out of frame, | 
My Lips are parch'd with dry Complaints; 
Like melting Wax before the Flame, 

My panting Heart diffolyes and ialnts, 


XIX 

My Bones are loos'd, my foiats unknit; 
My Vital Moiſture's dry d away; 
My Strength's for future Toils uuſtt; 
And ev'ry Member feels Decay. 
1 
The hungry Dogs encloſe me round, 
And Men more fierce my Lite beſet: 
The Thorns my bleeding Temples wound. 
And Nails pierce thro' my Hands and Feet. 
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The Devout Soul. 


134 Book v. 
XXI. 
Thus, whilſt lm made the Jeſt of Pride, 
Some for my Veſture caſt the Lot; 
Others my Garments would divide, 
And ſtrive to rend my ſeamleſs Coat. 


XXII. 


But, God! ! my God! forſake not me; 
Look, Father, on thy darling Son; 
Support me 1n my Agony, 

Until rhe bitter Draught be gone. 


HT M N. l. 


LEAD thou u my Cauſe, O Lord, with them that ſtrive with 
me, and fight thou againſt them chat fight againſt me. 
"(PL 35. 1.) 

Fudge me, O Lord my God. cds to thy Righteouſneſs; 
and let not them triumph over me. (V. 24.) 

Extripare the Venom and Malignity of Sin; but be pro- 
pitious to the Perſons and Souls of Sinners. 


C: of der mine Enemies, how many they are, and they bear « 


Hrannous Hate againſt me: (PI. 25. 18. 

Ali my Bones fhail ſay, Lord, who is like unto Thee, who de- 
Ifvercjt the Poor from bim that is too ſtrong for bim? Yea, the 
Peer, and him that in miſery, from him that ſpoileth him. 
(Pi. 353. 10. ) 

Falſe Witneſſes did rife up againſt me: They laid to my 
Charge 1 that 1 knew not. (V. i, 

They rewarded me Evil for Good, to the great Diſcomfort of 
my Soul, (V. 12.) 

They gaped upon me with their Mout hs, and ſaid, Fie on ther, 
fie on thee, we ſaw it with our Eyes, (V. 21.) 

1 bave þ card the Blaſphen of the Multitude, and fear ij 0 
every ſide, vile thej 1 e together again me, and take their 

Counſel to take away my Life. (Pl. 31. 15.) 

Nevertheleſs, when they we: by „ I put on Sach cloth, and 

humoied my Scul with Faſting: (Pi. 35. 13.) 


Fut 


: 


But in mine Adverſity they rejoiced, and gathered themſelves 
wpether : Tea, the very Abjects came together againſt me una- 
mares, making Mows at me, and ceaſed not. (V. 15.) | 

With the Flatterers were buſie Mockers, who gnaſhed upon 
ne with their Teeth, (V. 16.) | 

O Lord, How long wilt thou look upon ths? O, deliver my 
foul from the Calamities which they bring on me, and my 
Darling from the Lions. 

O, let not them that are mine Enemies always triumph over 
me, Ungod'y : Neither let them wink with their Eyes that Hate 
me without a Cauſe, (V. 19.) 


Ly, even among the Children of Men, that are ſet on Fire, 


whoſe Teeth are Spears and Arrows, and their Tongue 6 
ſharp Sword. (Pf. 57. 5.) 


They daily miſtaks my Word.: All that they imagine is to do 


me Evil. (PI 56. 5) | | | 
They hold all together, and keep themſelves cloſe, and mar 

my Steps, when they lay wait for my Soul. (V. 6.) 
The Enemy crieth ſo, and the Ungodly cometh on ſo faſt : 


For they are minded to do me ſome miſchief, ſo maliciouſly are 


they ſet againſt me. (Pl. 55.3.) 

l have heard the mutinous Clamours of the Multitude, 
and ſpied Unrighteouſneſs and Strife in the City. (V. 9! 

Day and Night they go about within the Walls thereof: Mt . 
chief and Sorrow are in the midſt of it. (V. 10.) 

Wickedneſs u therein: Deceit and Guile go not out of their 
Streets. (V. 11.) | 

Lo! They ly waiting for my Soul: The mighty Men are 
gathered againſt me, without any Offence or Fault of me, O 
Lord. (Pſ. 59. 3.) | 3 

They run and prepare themſelves without my Fault: Ariſe 
thou, therefore, to help me, and behold. (V. 4.) 

O, deliver me from the wicked Doers, and ſave we from. the 
Blood thirſty Men. (PL. 59. 2.) 


My Heart 7s . within me, and the fear of Death is 


| jallen upon me. 


be} | 
And I faid, Oh! That I had Wings like a Dove: For then 


| would I fly away and be at Reſt. (V. 6.) 
| = G 5 
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186 ale Devout Sul, Bock v. WW © 


Lo ! Then would J ger me away far ff, and remain in the 
Wilderneſs. (V..) 

I would make haſt: to eſcape, becauſe of the ſtormy Wind and 
Tempeſt. (v. 8) 
But O my Father, if this Cup may not paß away fo me, 
except Id ink it, Thy Mill be done. (Matt. C. 42. 

I am ready at thy Command to encounter with the Prix- 
cipalities of Darkneſs, and to expiate for Sinners with the 
Sacrifice of my Blood. 


Al-nighry Go God, I beſrech thee ty ro behold his 
thy Family, for which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was con- 
tented to be betrayed, and given up into the — 
Hands of wicked Men; And grant, that all | 
thoſe who profeis the Religion oi the Croſs, may deteſt the 


Good Friday, 


Revenge and Maliciouſneſs borh of the Few and Gentile, and 
may form their Lives upon the Principles of Evangel ical mw 
Ovedience, and continually entertain the moſt grateful No- thy 
tion of the Sufferings, and pay the moſt ſolemn Adoration or: 
£0 their Divine and Almi ghty Sufferer. Amen. | = 
e m. 
PRATER Il, - 
8 19 | N th. 
LA God. I ſurve wirh Wonder the Goodneſs and Wil- a 
Q com of rhe Ch 1riftian Oeconomy, aud the Univerſal 10 
Provigon thou haſt made for the Happineſs of Sinners, O oy 
Gol, my God. ! bieſs thy Holy Name for the Means of 7 
"Grace, and tor the Hope of Glory; 5 And I beleech rhee r0 5 
bine we hich an Improvement of rhe one, that I e ot 


Joſe not the Attalnment of the other, thro Telus Chriſt m. 


* — * A £4 A 
Lord. Ame. 


CAA. 


Chap. III. ; 18 7 
PE fe e 
Of the Crucifixion of Chriſt. 


| I 3 A. 5 3. 8. 
. For the Tranſgre ion of my People was he ſtricken» 


MEDITATION. 


HOU art now approaching, O my Soul, to the 

fin hing Strokes of Human Barbarity, and art, at 

the ſame time, to be preſented with the moſt a- 

mazing Inſtance of Divine Love. Thou art now to attend 
thy Saviour to Golgotha, and there to take thy final Leave 
of him on Earth, in his moſt forlorn and deplorable Ago 
nies. Thou art ro look upon Omniporence hanging on Mos 
curſed Tree, and to ſurvey Truth and Innocence in rhe 
midſt of Thieves and Robbers. One of theſe Villains is pre- 
ferr'd before the Ning of the Jews by the united Cries of 


the Multitude, and recommended to the Roman Governor 


as a fitter Object of Mercy, notwithſtanding his Crime 
was no leſs than Murder and Sedition in the City : Another is 
ſo hardned, as to revile his Saviour in the Height of his 


own Agonies; and a Third has Aſſurance of Pardon at the 


very Moment of his Execution. 
Now, as oſten as Jemploy my Thoughts upon theſe 8 


other Circumſtances attending the Crucifixion of Chriſt, I 


am preſently affected with the Two oppoſite Paflions of 


Foy and Sorrow, and like aPerſon newly eſcaped from 


Shipwenck, am coniounded with the Remembrance of my 
paſt Dangers, and ſoothed with the Enjoyment of my pre— 
on Safety. For when I look into the Character of the 

art 1. „ Me ſiab, 
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Meſſiah, tranſmitted to me by the Holy Ghoſt, and revolve 
in my Mind the many lofty and pompous Deſcriptions of 
his Triumphs, J am ſtruck with Horror and Amazement 
at his preſent Infamy and Debaſement. Lord ! Ts this the 
Face which was fairer than the Children of Men ? Are theſe the 
Lips which are full of Grace, and whom God hath bleſſed for 
pl. 45. 3,8,9, ©vermore 2 Is this the Perſon anointed with the 
2. Oil of Gladneſs above his Fellows, whoſe Garment, 

ſmell of Myrrh, Aloes, and Caſſia? Is this the Perſon who 
was transfigured on the Mount, with his Counts. 
1 nance ſhining as the Sun, and his Ratment white 
as the Light? Is this the Bragheneſs of the Father's Glory, 
Hebr. 1. 3. aud the expreſs Image of the Deity, who is to fit 
55 down on the Right Hand of the Majeſty on high ? 
Lord! What a ſudden Eclipſe of Beauty is here? What 
a Diminution of Regal Honour? And what ſeeming Re- 
nunciation of all the Power and Authority of the God- 
ä 5 
© Upon this melancholy Occaſion, a Mind not well ac. 
quainted with the deep Deſigns of the Goſpel, nor thorough- 
ly ſeaſon'd with the Chriſtian Principle of Humility and Pa- 
tience, may be apt to give into the Reſentment of St. Peter, 
Mart, 16. 22. and to cry out with ſome Heat and Concern, 
HBe it far from Thee, Lord, this ſhall not be unto 
Thee. Much more may we ſuppoſe, that Indignation will 
riſe in he meekeſt Breaſt, and Sighs break forth from the 
moſt obdurate Heart, when they contemplate the Nails and 
Spears which pierced the Divine Sacrifice upon the Cros, 
and hear ine melting Cries and Groans of their expiring 
Lord, „ | + 

Upon the bare mentioning of this Barbariry, my Bowels 
are turned within me, and a Fountain of Tears {prings from 
mine Eyes. The Floods are already riſen, O God! The Flods 
are riſen, and the Storms beat upon my compaſſionate Bo- 
ſom. My Soul grows exceeding heavy and diſquieted within 
me; and what molt of all augments my Sorrow, is, that 
my Tranlgreſſions ſhould be laid upon my Saviour's Shou! 
ders, and my Sins be the unhappy Cauſes of his Suffer- 
ings. . „ 


Matr. 17. 2. 


D 


1417 
2 


7 1 
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But notwithſtanding all this, when I turn the Proſpect, 
and rake a View of the Mercy and Love of Chrift Jeſus 
in dying for me, and reflect on the great and manifold 
advantages which accrue to the whole Race of Mankind 
from his Death; Then, then I am preſently filled with 
the loftieſt Idea's of Liberty and Redemption, and raviſh'd 
with the Conqueſts and Triumphs of my Redeemer Lord! 
| love thy Crols, tho it be unto the Fews 4 Stumbling- 
block, and unto the Greeks, Fooliſhneſs : For unto 
me, it is the Power of God, and the Miſdom of Go d. 
Lord! What is Man chat · thou art fo mindful of him : 2 What is 
fnful Duſt and Aſhes, that ſuch an incredible Price ſhould 
be paid, ſuch a meritorious Sacrifice offered for his Salva- 
tion? How wonderful is it, that the Remembrance of our 
Fore-fathers Guilt, and the many provoking Inſtances of 


1 Cor, 1. 23 2240 


our own actual Tranſgreſſion, ſhould nor divert the Cur- 


rent of God's Favour, and defeat the Influence of his Bleſ- 
ſings! O merciful God, with what Extahe do! ſurvey thy 
Love? With what Gratitude commemorate thy Son's Sut- 
ferings ? And with what Deteſtation look upon my own 
Sins ? How ſurprizing is it, that an indulgent Father, ſhould 


be ſevere to his own darling Son, chat he mighr expreſs - 
more generous Kindnels to his inveterate Enemies? How | 


ſurprizing is it, that Subjects ſhould continue in Rebellion 
againſt their Lawful Sovereign, and yer the ſame Sove- 
reign ſhould die himſelf, ro excuſe and fave ſuch audacious 
Revels . | 

O bleſſed Jeſus! W har other Motives, bur thoſe of thy 
own Eſſential Goodnels, could engage thy Service for. per- 
fidious and diſobedient Man! ? What Conſiderations were 
thoſe that could work up thy Charity to ſuch an exalted 


Pitch, as to pray for thine Enemies, and Perſecutors 2 What 


Obligations could fo inflame thy Love, as to extend the 
Fruits of thy Cruciſixlon ro thy very e er andCrucifiers? 
Lord! How great were thy Sufferings, and how little re- 
garded! How unworthy of thy Favours are the Beſt of 
Mankind; and yet, how generouſly are they extended to 


the Morſt of chem! Oh! Rank me nor in the Number of 


Ungrateful ard Impenitent Sinners, nor {ſuffer me to Cra- 
cific che Lord of Life arid Glory afreſ, and to put 
im to an open Shame. Les not the Example of 


Fudas 
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Fudas and Caiaphas, of Herod and Pontius Pilate, have the 
leaſt Influence on my Soul. Let not the Denial of Peter, 
or rhe Incredulity of Thomas, ſtagger my Reſolutions, or 
weaken my Faith. The higheſt Affront, which, ar this 


Diſtance of Time, I can poſſibly offer ro the Lord that 


bought me, is an Eſpouſal of Heretical Principles, and the 
indulging of my {elf in vicious Practices. My Luſts are 
the Thorns which wounded his Temples; the Gall and Vine. 


gar which he taſted on the Croſs, and the Nails and Spears | 


which were thruſt through his Feet and Side. 


Lord! ſuffer me not to tarry any longer in the Tents of | 


Fin and Satan; bur draw me nearer to thee by Faith and 


Repentance, and enable me with the Penitent Thief to cone | 


feſs Thee, under the moſt opprobrious and diſconſolate Cir- 
cumſtances. Lord! Thy Death is turned into a Triumph, 


and thy Croſs is a more honourable Diſtinction than a 


Crown. Oh! Let me proclaim the Greatneſs of thy Suf— 
ferings, and aſſert the Digniry of the Sufferer. Let me ad. 
mire thy Manhood, and adore thy Divinity; inherit thy 
_ Conqueſt, and celebrate the Praiſes of my Conqueror, 


Ibis is the Employment of Celeſtial Harps and Organs, and 


the Golden Viols full of Odours, which are the Prayers of Saints, 
Ibis is the Employment of the Ten Thouſand times Ten Thou- 


ſand, and Thouſands of Thouſands, which are round the Throne | 


of God, crying out with a loud Voice, Worthy is the Lamb that 
was ſlain, and bas redeemed us to God by his Blood, to receive 
Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and Honour 
and Glory, and Bleſſing : And therefore, Bleſſing and Honour, 
Rev. 5. 8.9, and Glory, and Power, be aſcribed to him that f. 
10,13, eth upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for e- 
| Ch 1. 3.6. vermore; For be hath loved us, and waſhed u. 
from our Sins in his own Blood, and hath made 
Kings and Priefts unto God and by Father. 
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Lobes, O trembling Barth: O Heav'n give Ear: 1 
See, ſee the Glorious King that ſuffers here, 10 
And pay Devotion to the Sufferer. ILY 
Let all the Univerſe attentive ſtay, J. 
And lagging Suns hold back the riſing Day. "ks 
Weep, all ye Fountains, Rocks and Marble weep, Alt 
And dry the Channels of the watry Deep. Ke: 0 
Who ! who can look with unrelenting Eyes, | % 
When Nature ſickens, and her Monarch dies? "4p 
The Monarch, who, thro' endleſs Ages paſt, Wt. 
Lay in the Boſom of his Father, bleſt; FI 
Throws off his dazling Robes and Royal Crown, 1 
And to ſave Rebels Lives, reſigns his own. by: 


Come, facred Muſe, in totter'd Sables clad; 
With Duſt and Aſhes on thy mournful Head ; 
Come, meekly on the paſſive Hero waar, 
And in Parhetic Numbers tell his Fate. 


Firſt in he Garden's melancholy ſhade, 
(A Garden firſt our Innocence berray'd :) 
The GreatRedeemer did commence his Pain, 
There to reſtore of? Innocence again. 


Here awful Sadneſs fixes on his Face, 
And Loads of Human Guilr bis Mind depreſs. 
Here, here, He ſtruggles with approaching Fate, 
And almoſt ſtaggers with th? unweildy Weight. 
He fees the foaming Waves of Veng'ance row], 

And feels their Fury beating on his Soul. 
The common Sluices of his op'ning Eyes 
Can't vent the Deluge of his Agonies : 
Bur his whole Body weeps, and every Pore 
Sweats forth continu'd Screams of Purple Gore: 
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Great Drops of Blood each other ſwiftly chaſe 
In ſcalding Currents down his furrow'd Face. 


Then #hrice upon his ſuppliant Knees he falls, 
And thrice for Succour ro his Farher calls. 
In vain He ſues ; the Wine-preſs muſt be trod; 
The Fury cancell'd of an angry God. 


O curſed * Wretch! Who ſtand'ſt upon Record, 
Branded with Infamy, by all abhor'd ! 
My Muſe, in Charity ro Human Race, 
Would throw a Vail upon thy frightful Face: 
But Juſtice bids her make thy Vices known ; 
For he that hides thy Guilt, proclaims his own. 
O curſed Wretch ! Could neither Shame nor Love 
Aſſwage thy Malice, and thy Piry move? 
Could nor the Preſence of a God, impart 
Some ſoft Impreſſions to thy harden'd Heart? 
Could not the charming Strains of Eloquence, 
(Thoſe Strains which Heav'nly Wiſdom did diſpenſe 
Some yielding Paſſage to thy Conſcience find, 
And calmly triumph o'er thy ſalvage Mind ? 


No, no; it ſeems that all Attempts are vain; 
The Saint may figh, the angry Muſe complain: 
Yer neither Sighs nor Satyr can avail; 

And Grace is loſt upon an Infidel, 


See then the Prince, before whoſe lofry Throne; 
Obſequious Kings muſt lay their Scepters down; 
The Prince, before whoſe Face all Earth muſt fall, 
Stands now himſelf arraign'd a Criminal. 
No weeping Eycs his Grief compaſſionate ; 
But the rude Mob inſults his rigid Fate. 

A Purple Robe around his Limbs they throw, 
And in Derifion to their Monarch bow, 

A feeble Reed imploys his Royal Hand, 
(The ſcornful Emblem of his ſmall Command: 
And prickly Thorns into a Crown are made, 

To pierce his Temples, and dilgrace his Head. 
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Ch. III. Of the Crucifixion of Chriſt. 


Then with united Voice the Rabble cry'd, 
Let the pretended Prince be crucify'd : 


No higher Pow'r than Conqu'ring Rome we know, 


Nor any King but Cæſar will allow. 


At laſt, extended on a curſed Tree, 
(The fatal Mark of barb'rous Infamy:) 
By God forſaken, and by Men betray'd; 
By Foes inſulted, and by Friends deny'd ; 
Amid'ſt Two Thieves tht Almighty Saviour dy'd. 


And now the angry Clouds begin to riſe, 
And Heav'n looks black on Human Villanies. 
Uncommon Sadneſs fits on Nature's Brow, 
And Things inanimate, Reſentment ſhow. 
The frighred Sun withdrew his uſual Light, 
And hid his baſhful Face in ſable Night, 
Unwilling to behold this Ghaſtly Sight. 
Eternal Darkneſs ſeem d to hurry on, 

And not one borrow 'd Beam obliquely ſhone 
From the reflecting Surface of the Moon. 
A fierce Convulfion ſ{eiz'd the Firmament, 


And trembling Earth was from her Baſis rent. 


Light'nings in all their killing Forms appear, 


And Peals of Thunder ſhook the rroubled Air. 


The ſacred Temple too, (Heav'n's bleſs'd Abode,) 


Was rent at the Departure of its God. 
The amaz'd Centurion, (tho' ro Horror bred, 


Nurs'd up in Blood, and usd among the Dead,) 


Laying his Martial Rage, and Roughneſs by, 
Grew Pale at the black Scene of Villainy : 
A conſcious Pity made his Soul relent, 


And gen'rous Truth proclaim'd the Suff rer Innocent. 


HYMN 
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ATMN I. 


1 8 it nothing to You ? (cries our expiring Redeemer ) In 
it nothing to You, all ye that paſs by * (Lam. 1, 12,) 

Behold, and ſee, if there be any Sorrow like unto my Sorrow, 
eee the Lord hath afflicted me in the Day of his fierce 
Anger. (ibid.) 

The Sins of the whole World, bye heavy upon my Shoulders, 
and the Arrows of the Almighty Pick faſt in me, and bis Hand 
 preſſeth me ſore. (Pl. 38.2.) 

There # no Health in my Fleſh, becauſe of his Diſoleaſure 


And I am brought into ſo great Trouble and Miſery, that Ig. 


mourning all the Day long. (V. 4,6.) 

My Tears have been my Meat Dey and Night, whilſt mine 
Enemies caſt me in the Teeth, and daily Jay unto me, Where 3 
now thy God? (Pl. 42. 3,12) 

If they come to ſee me, they ſpeak Vanity : And their Heart 
coneeiveth Falſhood within them, and when they come forth, 
they tell it. (PAH 6.) 

They proſecute him whom thou haſt fralttes, and they tall hn 
they may vex him whom thou haſt wounded. (PI. $9. 27 
And yet, for their ſakes am I made an Offering for Sin, and 
by my Stripes mult they expect Health and Salvation. (lf, 

53. 6.) 

Surely I have born their Griefs, and carried heir Sorrow; 
been wounded for their Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for their Ini- 
quities. (V. 4,5.) 

Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifice of Sin, O God. haſt lis not 
required: Then ſaid I, Lo! I come. (Pat 40. 8.) 

In the Volume of the Book it is written of me, that I ſhould 
fulfil thy Will: I _ content to do it; yea, thy Law is within 
my Heart. (V. 10.) 

1 have declared thy Rivbreoufueli' in the great Congregation: 
Lo! I will not refrain * Lips, O Lord, and that thou know- 
V 
I bade not hid thy Righteouſneſs thin my _— : My alk 

hath been of thy Truth and of thy Salvation. 705 Yx23 


yo! 
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HTM N II. 


1 faith the Lord, Where is the Bill of your Mother's Di. 


vorcement, whom have I put away ? Or which of my Credi. 
tors it it, to whom have I ſold you (Ita. 50.1.) 
Behold, for your Iniquities have you ſold your — and for 
your Tranſgreſf ons is your Mother put away. (Ibid.) 


Mpherefore, when I came, was FRETS no Man ? When T called, 


was there none to anſwer 2 (V. 2 


s my Hand ſhortned at all, 1 it cannot redeem Or have 
I no Power to deliver? bid) 


Tam the Lord thy God from the Land of Egypt, and thou 


ſoalt know no God but me: For there is no Saviour beſide me. 
(Hol. I 3. 4- 0 

I did know _ in the Wilderneſs, in the Land of great 
Drought. (V. 5 


O Iſrael, thou 5% deſbrojed thy fel ; z but in me is think 
Help. (V. 9.) 


O Iſrael, return unto the Lord thy God; 3 For thou haſt fallen 


by thine Iniquity, (Ch. 14. 1.) 

Take with you Words and turn to the Lord; ſay unto him, 
Take away all Iniquity, and receive us graciouſly : So will we 
render the Calves of our Lips. (V. 1) | 

O Lord our God, great are the wond rous Works which thou 
haſt done ; like as bs alſo thy Thoughts, which be to Us-ward : 
And yet there is no Man that ordereth them unto thee, (PC. 
40. 6.) 

| Thou ſhalt heal the back ſidings of thy People; thou wilt 
love them freely: For thine Anger is turned away from them. 
(Hol. 14. 4.) 

Thou wilt be as the Dew unto That: He ſhall grow as the 
Lilly, and caſt forth his Roots as Lebanon. (V. 5.) 

His Branches ſhall ſpread, and his beauty ſhall be 4 as the 
Olive-tree, and his ſmell as Lebanon. (V. 6.) | 

They that dwell under bis Shadow, ſhall return; They ſhall re- 


vive as the Corn, and grow as the Vine. The ſeent "thereof ſhall be 
95 the Wine of Lebanon. (Fs 9 
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Ann and Everlaſting God, who of thy tender Love 
towards Mankind, haſt ſent thy Son our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, ro rake upon him our Fleſh, and to 


GIL fir Sent: ſaffer Death upon the Croſs, that all Mankind 
4 + ſhould follow the Example of his great Hu- 


mility: Mercifully grant, that I may both follow the Ex- 


ample of his Patience, and alſo be made Partaker of his 


Relurrection, thro the ſame Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen, 


P R AT E R I. 


O Merciful God, who haft made all Men, and hateſt no- 


thing that thou haſt made, nor wouldeſt the Death of 


„„. a Sinner, but rather that he ſhould be con- 
Good Friday. 


Turks, Infidels, and Hereticks, and take from them all 
Ignorance, hardneſs of Heart, and contempt of thy Word; 


and ſo fetch them home, Bleſſed Lord, to thy Flock, that 


they may be ſaved among the Remnant of the true Iſrae- 


lites, and be made one Fold under one Shepherd, Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord, who liverh and reigneth with Thee and 


the Holy Spirit, One God, World without End. Amen. 


CHAP. 


verted and live; Have Mercy upon all Jews, | 


ch. I 


eee e e eee 
r 
Of the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 


— . * A f 
uw — „— on. 8 
3 » — n 3 
. q 2 


2 CUR: 1. 20. 


"Ta Chriſt is riſen from the Dead, and become the Firſt-fruiti 
of them that ſlept. 


MEDITATION. 


WELL not too long, O my Soul, upon the me- 
lancholy Reflections of thy deceas'd Lord; nor 
confine thy Contemplation ſolely to the Croſs and 
the Grave. Conſider the comfortable Exhortation of a de- 
parting Maſter to his diſconſolate Diſciples, and let the 
lame Arguments, which reliev'd their Spirit, raiſe thy 
Courage, and whet thy Expectations. Let not your heart 
be troubled : Ye believe in God, believe alſo in me. In my Fa- 
ther's Houſe are many Manſions ; I go to pre- qu 14. 1.2.35 
pare a Place for jou: And if I go, and prepare a 
Place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto my ſelf, 
that where J am, there ye may be alſo, 5 
Iwill come again! Behold, the Promiſe of his Coming is al- 
ready accompliſhed, and within the Space of Three Days the 
Joyful Brid-egroom returns triumphantly to his Spoule, and 
puts Bracelets on her Hands, and a Chain of Gold about her 
Neck, Your Power was limited, O ze Men of Iſrael, and 
© jour Malice and Cruelty could not have their deſign'd 
Effects: For this Feſus of Nazareth, whom ye have taken, and by 
wicked Hands have crucify'd and ſlain ; Him hath g, 2 24. 
| God raiſed up, having looſed the Pains of Hell, be- 
| Cauſe it was impoſſible that he ſhould be holden of is, The 
Parc II. 8 Grave 


— . ˖ — —— 


Corruption. 
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1 Cor. 15. 49. r10us Body, and ſhall make us bear the Image 1 


192 The Devout Saul. 
Grave was too feeble a Priſon for ſuch an extraordinary 


Conqueror, and Hell and Satan could nor long grapple 
with ſo potent an Adverſary. The Holy One was not to ſee 


Book v. 


The Holy One was not to be detained in Hel; 
bur after he had ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, to make an 
open Shew of them, by a victorions Reſurrection. 

Awake and Sing, therefore, O thou that ſleepeſt in the Duſt , 
For thy Saviour's Reſurrection is a quick'ning and enli- 
vening Dactrine, and infuſes Vigour and Activity into thy 
decay d and mould'ring Limbs. Be not too ſollicitous a. 


bout oY Ye that are in the Land of the Living; Nor fear 


them that kill the Body, and after that, have w 
more that they can do: Bur look beyond the 
Grave, and comfort your ſelves with a Second and more 
glorious Appearance in the Fleſh. 

Your Saviour's Reſurrection 1s a Fore-runner of your 
own, and as it were, an Earneſt and Introduction of Ce- 
leſtial Bliſs : Tis the Confirmation of the Goſpel, the Lite 
of Hope, the Supporr of Falth, and the Evidence of Eter. 
nity 

'F God would redeem the Soul of bis Son from the Power f 
the Grave, and nor ſuffer Hell to be vidtori- 
ous in his Death; I am well aſſured, tha 


Luke 12. 


8 49. 15. 


thoſe whom the ſame Son loved beyond his Life, and pur. 


chaſed with the Price of his deareſt Blood, ſhall riſe and 
triumph with their great Redeemer. I know, that Chriſt 
is the Head of the Body, and we Chriſtians are the Men. 
bers: And if the Head be riſen, the Members muſt neceffarih 
partake of the ſame ReſurreQion. 

Our Saviour, by the Power of his Divinity, air up 
himſelf from the Dead, and by virtue of his own Keſurre- 
ction, hath acquit'd a Right to raiſe up Us alſo. For ht 
ſhall change our vile Bodies, that they may be like unto bis gl. 


the Heavenly, as we have born the Image of tit 
' Earthly, We zr2 to die, and live again, by hfs Exam. 
ple; and to look upon his Reſurrection, as an Emblem 
and Repreſentation of our own. Me are buried with hin 


| by Baptiſm into Death ; that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from 


the Dead by the Glory of the Father; even ſo we alſo ſhouts 
walk in newneſs of Life : For if we have been plan. 


ted topether in the Likeneſs of his Death; we 2 
$2 405 in uh 2 Likeneſs of bis Mur: ection. 


Rom. 6. 4, 5. 
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of Affliction: Be regular in your Lives, and Orthodox in 
your Faith, Ye Heirs of Grace, and Candidates of Im- 
mortality. Comfort one another with the Promiſes of 
"MB God, and dwell upon the refreſhing Thoughts of future 
Happineſs. - It is nor only the Solemnity of Eaſter, which 
MW calls upon you to ſettle your Affections upon. things above; 
but che Chriſtian Sabbath is the weekly Birth-day of your 
Redeemer, and ſhould be conſtantly and duly celebrated 
"Win Memory of his Reſurrection. This Day ſhall be unto you 
for a Memorial thro your Generations, and take care that ye keep 
this Chriſtran Paſſover, with the unleavened Bread 
of Sincerity and Truth, as a Feaſt by an Ordinance 
for ever, Repeat the Creed with Awe and Reverence, and 
give a perfect and unfeigned Aſſent to the Article of the 
Reſurrection: Never ſtagger your Reaſon by a nice and 
critical Enquiry into the particular Mode of it; but refer 
all your Doubts into that Almighty Breaſt with whom all 
things are poſſible, and rely upon his Goodneſs and Veracity 
for the Performance of his Promiſes. 5 5 


, 


Certainly, that God, who by his infinite power, at firſt 


decayed Parts, and re-produce you the ſame thing you 


Hairs of your Head, and in his Book are all your Members writ- 
en: And how eaſie is it for him to call our the diſperſed 
\toms of an Human Body from their ſeveral Repoſitories, 
ind ro unite them to their vital Principle again? 

Speak the Word only, O Lord, and thy Servant ſhall live: 
ive thy Command, and theſe dry Bones ſhall be animated: 
be Dead ſhall live, together with my dead Body fhall they ariſe, 
nd the Earth ſhall caſt out the Dead: Thou wilt ,. 
4 Sinews upon them, and wilt bring up Fleſh upon 
hem, and cover them with Skin, and put Breath 
n them ; and they ſhall live, and ſhall know that thou art the 
Nord, EY | 


EZCK. 37. 6,, 


( 
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Be of good Courage, therefore, 7 Sons and Daughters 


<A; 


Exod. 1 2. 14. 


reared you out of Nothing, can by that Power reſtore your 


vere before. He takes a particular Cognizance of the very 


26. 19. 
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PE O E M. 


FD Scenes of Horror, and the baleful Night, 
1 The tow'ring Muſe now takes her boundleſs Flight: 
She leaves th' Apartments of the mournful Grave, 
And hears the baffled Fews and Demons rave: 
Bur all their Spite and Fury's ſpent in vain; 
Old Satan flies, and Death himſelf is ſlain : 


Happy are ye, who your Redemption prize; 7 
lappy are ye, who with your Saviour riſe, | 
And take Poſſeſſion of your native Skies. 

* The Pious Soul with preſent Grief oppreſt, 
Dwells on rhe Proſpect of Eternal Reſt. | 
God is her Refuge in a barb'rous Age, 

From bloody Edicts, and a Tyrant's Rage. 


Tiis rrne, we Mortals who fo little know 

Of our Great Maker's Actions here below; 

We term the wile Reſolves of Providence 
The blind and mad Effects of blund'ring Chance: 
And when Diſaſters on the Righteous fall, 

The kind Chaſtiſement, we a judgment call: 

The Pious Fool (we ery) a Victim dies, 

And Veng'ance triumphs in his Miſeries. 


Miſtaken Mortals! Not to caſt an Eye, 
Beyond the Vail of dim Mortality: 
Elle they would foon a diff'rent Scene eſpy. 
They'd ſee th' Ambriſial Streams of ſpringing Toy, 
Which no ſucceeding Ages can deſtroy. 


— 


3 


— 


9 Le following Part of this Poem, is a Paraphraſe upon the Eight firſt Vert 
F the Third chapter of Wiſdom. 5 
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They'd ſee how patient Souls from Trouble ceaſe, 
In the calm Realms of Everlaſting Peace ; — 
And the Victorious Crowns by God prepar d 

For ſuff ring Virtue's weeping Sons Reward. 


What then, tho' Pious Men may Grief ſuſtain > 
The Thoughts of endleſs Eaſe will cure their Pain. 
Patience, by Tryals will her ſelf approve 
A worthy, Object of Almighty Love; 

And big with Hopes of Immortality, 
With Him expect to Reign, for whom ſhe dar'd ro Die, 


; As piercing Flames will ſeparate the Maſs, 
And the pure Ore diſtinguiſh from che Droſs ; 
So fierce Afflictions will our Soul refine, 

And leave the filthy Dregs of Sin behind, 

To make our Virrues 1n full Luſtre ſhine. 


The Soul thus bath'd and cleanſed in her Blood, 
Is deem'd a fir Companion for her God. 
At the laſt Day ſh' aſſumes the high Command, 
And trembling Nations at her Footſtool ſtand. 
From diſtant Quarters ſhall the People come, 
At her Tribunal to receive their Doom: 
Thro' Endlefs Ages ſhall Meſſiah rei gn, 
And mas thro ev'ry Abe, his Favourite remain. 
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7 HE right Hand of. the Lord bath the Pre-eminence ; the 
rig ke Fand of the Lord 8 2 mighty things to pa 


| (Pf. 148. . muſt ; 
His Throne i: for ever and ever: the Scepter of his Ki 'ngdom W 
is a right Scepter. (Pl. 45. 6.) | draw 


The Voce of Foy and Health is in the Dwellings of the Riph- Is 
teous: Peace and Salvation run down the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, ¶ pals 


(PL. 118. 15 Dead 
_ God hath aſſerted the Title of his Son, and ſertled his W 
Anointed on his holy Hi f Sion. (Pſ. 2. 6) ters 1 


All his Enemies ſhall feel his hand; 0 his right band ſha bis E 
= Sud out them that hate him: (Pl. 2 
Hut he hath ſhewed the People the Les of his Works, that V 
Le may give them the heritage of the Heathen. ( Pf. 111. 6.) of t. 
The Werks of his hands are Verity and Judgment; and all N Scal 
his Commandments are true. (V. 7.) N 
. They ſtand faſt, for ever and ever, and are done in Truth and my 
Equity. (V. 8.) 
He ſent Redemption unto bis People ; be hath commanded 1 7 
| Covenant for eber; Holy and Reverend is his Name. (V. g.) WW ;h: 
O Death, he bath been thy Plague: O Grave, he bath been 
thy Deſtruction. (Hol. 13. 14.) Fle/ 
O Death, where is now thy Sting? 0 Grave, where is th» [ 
Vietory ? (1 Cor. 15.55.) 
: Thanks be to God, be hath ranſemed us from the Power of the 
Conqueror, and given us the Viftory thro' our Lord Feſu: He 
n | 
* Wherefore praiſe the Lord, 3 he Servants: O praiſe the Newe WW 70 
fu „„ 
Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord from this time forth fr th 
evermore. « 57 Þ | 
Tye Lora s Name is praiſed from the riſing up ef the gun, 
unto the going down of the ame. (V. 3. 
Ihe Lord is »igh above all the heathen, and his Glory abov 
the beavens. (V. 43.) 
Who is like unto ” Lord our God, that bath his dwelling fo 


 bigh, and yet bumbleth himſelf to behold the . that are in 
Heaven and Earth. 35 VVV H YM \ 


ch. V. Of the Reſurrection of Christ. 


HT MN II. 


1 Judge ſhall deſcend, the Trumpet ſound, and the Dead 
be raiſed incortuptible. (1 Cor. 15. 52.) 

For this CorruptIble muſt put on I neorruption, and this Mortal 
muſt put on Immortality. (V. 53.) 


Why ſtart ye ar this, ye audacious Sinners? Why with- 


draw ye your Aﬀenr, ye Infidels aud Apoſtates > 
Is Feſus and rhe Reſurrection a New Doctrine? And muſt it 
paſs for a thing incredible with you, that God ſhould raiſe the 
Dead? (Ads 26. 8.) 
What can be difficult to him, who hath meaſured the 2 
ters in the Hollow of his Hand, and hath gathered the Wind in 
bis Fiſts, and meted out Heaven with a Span? (If. 40. 12. 
fFrov. 39.43 -.: 
What can be difficult to him, who comprebended the Duſt 
of the Earth in a Meaſure, and weighed the Mountains in 
Scales, and the Hills in a Ba'/lance? (if. 40. 12.) 
My ſhallow Reaſon muſt truckle to QOM»r1porence, and: 
my Faith be Jeden by the exprels Words of Revela- 
tion. 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he foal! ſtand at 
the latter Day upon the Earth. (job 19. 25. 
And tho after my Skin, Worms deſtroy this Body ; yet in my 
Fleſh ſhall I ſee God. (V. 26.) 
hom 1 ſhall ſee for my ſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall behold, and 
not another, tho my Reins be conſumed within me. (V. 
| The Lord is the Portion of mine Inheritance, and of my Cup: 
He frail maintain my Lot, (Pl. 16.6) 
The Lot is fallen unto me in a fair G round : Zea, I have 4 
| poodly Heritage. (V. 7.) 
I have ſet God always before me: For he 55 on my right hand, 
| therefore I ſhall not fall. (V. 9.) 
Therefore my Heart was glad, and my Glory rejoiced- my Fleſh 
alſo fhall reſt in Hope. (V. 10) | 
| Thou ſhalt ſhew me the Path of Life: In thy Preſence is the 
| Fulneſs cf Foy, and at thy right Hand there is Pleaſure for ever- 
more. (V. 12 

This h Preſence I ſhall behold in Righteouſne!s ; and when I 
awake un after thy Likeneſs,I ſhall be ſatisfied with it. (PI. 17. 16.) 
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Cre N 


PRAYER 1 


| (Pant, O Lord, that as I am baptized igto the Death of 
thy bleſſed Son my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; ſo by conti- 
| Gill, for Eaſt, Eve. nual mortifying my corrupt Affections, I 
I. may be buried with him; and that thro' 
the Grave and Gate of Death, I may pals to a joy ful Re- 
ſurrection, for his Merits, who died, and was buried and 
roſe again for me, thy Son Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


R ATE R 1. 


AlLwighty God, who through thine only begotten Son 
£2 Telus Chriſt, haſt overcome Death, and opened unto 
Fafter-Day, us the Gare of everlaſting Life; I humbly be- 
eech rhee, that as by thy ſpecial Grace pre- 
venting me, thou doſt put into my Mind good Deſires; 
ſo by thy continual Help I may bring the ſame to good 
effect, thro Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, ever One God, World 
without End. Amen. 5 
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I aſcend unto my Father and your Father, and to my God 
and your God, E 


MEDITATION. 


Repare thy ſelf, O my Soul, for a ſurprizing Ap- 
pearance, and form the moſt lofty Idea's of the 
Grandeur and Magnificence of thy Aſcending Lord. 
The next Step thou art to make, is, into the Palace of 
the Great God; and the Entertainment thou art to meet 
with, are the Victories and Triumphs of his beloved Son 
Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates, and be ye lifted _ 
up, ve everlaſting Doors, and the Ring of Glory FI. 28. 7. 
ſhall come in. The poor deſpiſed and Crucified Feſus is the 
King of Glory, and the Heaven of Heavens ſhall 
receive him till the Reſtitution of all things. | 
The moſt Exalted Religion is the proper Recepracle for 
this Triumphant Conqueror, and the Right Hand of God is 
the Poſt of Honour due to his tranſcendent Merit. 
Oh! If the High Prizft, who accuſed him of Blaſphemy at 
his Tryal, could bur enter within the Vail, how would he be 
confounded ar the Pomp of our Saviour's Inauguration, 
and ftartle at the fulfilling of that exploded Saying, 
Henceforth ſhall ye ſee the Son of Man fitting 1 
at the right Hand of God ? e 888 


, 


20 


* — KS — * — 
- _ — »— w > - _ be 2 
_ — — 4 * . - = _— 
— + a INE —̃ — 3 IF . C - oe 2. 
= — — 4 C 2 we ore ng 7 — 1 85 — ed ee — 9 — 3 2 
—— — 8 x — — , 4h Frag 2. - K — r. VC 
«i 2 $,- „ ee 5 3 : = r 8 * 2 — OX - —— 
„ In . on SE N 
9, IEC! ln — 


38? 
1 1 
4 
n 
. 54 
IS = 
181 
44 
is) 
4 
. 
AS! 
* } 
{+ 
1 
* 
"Ho 
11. 
*T 2 
TE % 
1 
8 
4 
1 
* 
ro 
* 
2 
1 
2 {0 
1 
Is 
$ 
3 
. 
17 
Af 
"ar 
<&1 
N 
* 7 
by 
10 
4 F 
A j: 
2 
13 
1 


| 42 1 
+. 3 abi 
1 * 
” 4 * 
1 tl 
3.47 38 
© 4 8 
= 
+ tf BY 
vo | n 
1 * 
' 
(8 
e 
h 


X 
Emer 


Acts 3. 21. 


Is 


206 The De vout Soul. Book V. 


Is this the Perſon, O ye ftiff-necked Jews, whom ye tra- 
duc'd for a Deceiver; whom ye try'd for Rebellion, and 
| execnred for Blaſphemy ? Behold the Stone which 


Ch. 21. 4% je Builders rejected, is become the Head of the 


Ads 2. 36. Corner. Behold, God has made this ſame Jeſus, 
53 whom you have deſpitefully uſed and murthered, 
Lord of al; and after his Reſurre&ion from the Dead, hath ſet 
him at his own right hand in the heavenly Places; far above 
4̃lll Principality, and Power, and Might, and Domi- 
Eph. 1. 20, 
Sl e this World, hut alſo in that which is to come: And 
bath put all things under his Feet, and gave him to be the Head 
over all things to the Church, . . 
The Humiliation of your Saviour was the Fore- runner 
of his Glory, and his Ignominy on Earth ſhall be his Tri- 
umph in Heaven. The Wounds which you gave him on 
the Croſs, are ſo far from being any Diſgraces, that they 
are tranſplanted with this Human Body to Paradiſe, and 
are always preſented to the Father, as the moſt moving 
Oratory, the moſt cogent, Arguments, and the moſt ample 
Satisfaction for the Sins the whole World. N 


N 


It is ridiculous to ſuppoſe, that the Chriſtian Diſpenſati- 


on was finiſh'd on the Croſs. The moſt beautiful Scenes 
were to ariſe afterwards, and the Office of an Advocate 
and Interceſſor was to be perpetually diſcharged by our 
Great High Prieft and Repreſentative in Heaven: For 
_ Chriſt is not entred into the holy Places made with 
| Hands, which are only Figures and Images of ſome 
thing more ſubſtantial ; but into Heaven if ſelf, to appear in 
the Preſence of God for us, and to tranſact and negotiate the 
Affairs of his Church. e | e 
If rhe Faithful upon Earth are under any Difficulties 
and Diſtreſſes, and ſhould be either preſs'd by their own 
Sins, or attack d by Famine, Perſecution or Hereſie, they 
have a potent Friend in a ſuperiour Court, an Advocate with 
the Father, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous; an advocate to 
PRs their Cauſe, and ſollicit their Intereſt; ro intercede 
for the Afflicted at the Right Hand of God, and to pur- 
chaſe their Protection by the Oblation of bis Blood, 
I bis is a Sacrifice, which is not only anſwerable to our 
Needs, and equivalent to our Demerits; but is generovily 
, prelented 


nion, and every Name that i3 named, not only in 


1. V. OF the Aſcenſion. 20 
preſented for the Sins of the whole World, and is always 
acceptable to a God of Juſtice, This it the Blood which 
ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel: Its Cries are 
pathetical, its Addreſſes preyalent, irs Aſſiſtance ready, and 
its Virtue inexhauſtible. 15 | 

Lord! Let us not undervalue thy Interceſſion, nor 
count the Blood of the Covenant an unholy thing. 
Let us draw near to God with a true Heart, and 
a full Aſſurance of Faith, and look up to that powerful 
Mediator, who hiving a golden Cenfer and much 
Incenſe given unto him, offers it. with the Prayers 
of all Saints upon the golden Altar, before the Throne of God. 

We are ambitious and forward enough upon other Oc- 
caſions, and why ſhonld we be ſo daſtardly and mean, as 
not to aſcend with our Lord, and triumph in the Exaltati- 
on of Chriſtianity? Elevation of Thought, and Abhorrence 
of Sin, Contemplation of Heaven, and Contempt of Earth, 
are the moſt requiſite Duties upon this Feſtival of the 
Afcenſion. If ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek, thoſe 
things which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth on the 
right hand of God. Our Lord is taken away, and our 
Concerns are removed with him; and why ſhould our 
Aﬀections be on Earth, when our Treaſure is in Heaven? 
Why ſhould we trifle, away our time with Brutes and 
Infidels, when we may have Admittance to God, and 
be Fellow-Servants, with Angels. O! therefore, let your 
Prayers be ſet forth as the Incenſe, and the lifting up of your 
Hands be an Evening-Sacrifice, Let the Motions of your 
Souls keep pace with the Poſtures of your Bodies, and let 
all your Tendencies and Efforts be towards thoſe Manſions 
of Glory, which your Saviour has prepared and beautified 
in expectance of his Church, TT 


Heb. 10.22, 29. 


Rev. 8. 3. 


Col. 3. 1. 


POEM. 
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p O E NM. 
-— oa Paraphraſe upon the Forty ſeventh PS AL M. 


Clap your Hands, your tuneful Voices raiſe 
And ſhour to God in endleſs Hymns of Praiſe. 
Io future Times this Feſtival record, | 
And ſing the Triumphs of your conqu'ring Lord. 
Great is Jehovah's Name, ſublime his Pow ; 
And diſtant Nations ſhall his Truth adore. 


Th' inſulting Tyrant ſtrikes at Innocence, 
And vaunts his Strength againſt Omnipotence: 
But the great God, who Balls of Lighrning hurls, 
And (peaks in Thunder to the lower Worlds, 
Will the proud Malice of his Foes prevent; 

And nor an Arrow from their Quiver ſent, 
Shall reach the Juſt, or wound the Innocent. 


To Jacob's Sons he gave th' Inherirance; 
And fix d in Goodly Lands their Reſidence. | F 


With Them, Meſſiah choſe his firſt Abode, n 


And knit their Kindred to th Incarnate God. 


But now from Sion Hill our King aſcends ; 
The Clouds are parted, and the Heaven bends. 
Ihe ſhouting Angels line the gliti'ring Way, 4 

And ſprightly Trumpets found the pompous Joy: 


O ler your Harps with Heav'nly Muſic join, 
And all th'Harmonious Sons of Art combine. 1 
Again, again, your tuneful Voices raiſe; = 
Repear, repeat your awful Monarch's Praiſe ; 1 
Proclaim his Glory in triumphant Lays. 
Let the wide Globe with Acclamations ring; 

Let ev'ry ranſom'd Tongue the Victor fing ; j 
And all the Princes bow ro Judab's King, 


Of the Aſcenſion. 


HT 1 N I. 
LET God ariſe, and let his Enemies be ſcattered : Let them 
alſo that hate him, flee before him. (Pl. 68. 1.) 

But let the Righteous be glad, and rejoice before him: Let 
them alſo be merry and joyful. (V. 3.) 

He is a Father of the Fatherleſs, and defendeth the Cauſe of 
the Widows : even God in his holy Habitation. (V. 5.) 

Haſt thou not known 2 Haſt thou not heard, that the Ever- 
laſting God, the Lord, the Creator of the Ends of the Earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary ? (I.. 40. 28.) 

He giveth Power to the Faint : and to them that have no 
Might, he increaſeth Strength. (V. 29.) 

He is the God that maketh Men to 1 of one Mind i in an 
houſe, and bringeth the Priſoners out of . and letteth 
the Runagates continue in Scarceneſs. (Pl. 68. 6 

O God, when thou wenteſt forth before the People, when thou 
wenteſt through the Wilderneſs ; (V. ).) 

The Earth ſhook, and the Heavens dropped at the Profdnce 
of God ; even as Sinai alſo was moved at the Preſence of God, 
who # the God of Iſrael. (V.8.) 

"The Lord n ftill King, and hath put on glorious Apparel: 
The Lord hath put on his Apparel, and girded e with 
Might. (Pl 93. 1.) | 

He hath gone up on high, and hath led Captivity Captive, 
and received Gifts for Men. (Pſ. 68. 18.) 

He u our God, even the God of whom cometh Salvation : God 
is the Lord, by whom we eſcape Death. (V. 20.) 

He Kr made the round World ſo ſure, that it cannot be mo- 
ved. (P 
Ever fi * oo World began, hath thy Seat been prepared : 
Thou art from Everlaſting. (V. 3.) 

The Floods are riſen, O Lord, the Floods have lift up their 
Voice, the Floods lift up their Waves. (V. 4 

The Waves of the Sea are mighty, and 7255 Horribiy; And 
yet the Lord, who dwelleth on high, is nughtier. (V. 5.) 


Thy Teſtimonies, O Lord, are very true : Holineſs becometh 
thine Howſe for ever. (V. 6. ) 


HYMN 
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P O E M e 
A Paraphraſe pon the Forty ſeventh Ps A L M. 


0 Clap your Hands, your tuneful Voices raiſe; 


And ſhout to God in endleſs Hymns of Praiſe, 
To future Times this Feſtival record, the 
And ſing the Triumphs of your conqu'ring Lord. 0 
Great is Jehovah's Name, ſublime his Powr ; the 
And diſtant Nations ſhall his Truth adore», | 

e 5 
T' inſulting Tyrant ſtrikes at Innocence, fai 
And vaunts his Strength againſt Omniporence « | 
But the great God, who Balls of Lightning hurls, M. 

And (peaks in Thunder to the lower Worlds, 

| Will the proud Malice of his Foes prevent; 0. 
| And nor an Arrow from their Quiver ſent, F the 

Shall reach the Juſt, or wound the Innocent. 
Ed FD 
Io Jacob's Sons he gave th' Inheritance, . 
And fix'd in Goodly Lands their Reſidence. of 
With Them, Meſſiah choſe his firſt Abode, ” w) 
And knit their Kindred to th' Incarnate God. | 
F F T! 
But now from Sion's Hill our King aſcends ; M 
The Clouds are parted, and the Heaven bends. 
The ſhouring Angels line the glitt'ring Way, an 
And ſprightly Trumpets (ound the pompous Joy: ; 
| | | | | | 25 

O let your Harps with Heav'nly Muſic join, | 

And all th'Harmonious Sons of Art combine. ve 


Again, again, your tuneful Voices raiſe; 3 
Repeat, repeat your awful Monarch's Praiſe; 1 
Proclaim his Glory in triumphant Lays. | 
Let the wide Globe with Acclamations ring; 
Let ev'ry ranſom'd Tongue the Victor ſing; 1 


And all the Princes bow to Judab's King. 
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HT MN I. 


Jr God ariſe, and let his Enemies be ,cattered : Let them 
alſo thar hate him, flee before him. (Pl. 8 

But let the Righteous be glad, and rejoice before him: Let 
them alſo be merry and joyful. (V. 3.) 

He 1s a Father of the Fatherleſs, and defendeth the Cauſe of 
the Widows : even God in his holy Habitation. (V. 5.) 
Haſt thou not known ? Haſt thou not heard, that the Ever- 
laſting God, the Lord, the Creator of the Ends of the Earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary ? (I.. 40. 28.) 

He giveth Power to the Faint : and to them that have no 
Might, he increaſeth Strength. (V. 29.) 

He is the God that maketh Men to be of one Mind in an 
houſe, and bringeth the Priſoners out of Captivity, and letteth 
the Runagates continue in Scarceneſs. (PI. 68. 6.) 

O God, when thou wenteſt forth before the People, when thou 
wenteſt through the Wilderneſs ; (V. 7.) 

The Earth ſhook, and the Heavens dropped at the Preſence 
of God ; even as Sinai alſo was moved at the Preſence of God, 
who 3 the God of Iſrael. (V. 8.) 

The Lord n ſtill King, and hath put on glorious Apparel: 
The Lord hath put on his Apparel, and girded himſelf with 
Might. (Pl 93. 1.) 

He hath gone up on high, and hath ed Captivity Captive, 
and received Gifts for Men. (Pf. 68. 18.) 

He w our God, even the God of whom cometh Salvation: God | 
is the Lord, by whom we eſcape Death, (V. 20.) | 

He hath made the round World ſo ſure, that it cannot be mo- 
ved. (. . 

Ever ſince the World began, _ thy Seat been revered: 
Thou art from Everlaſting, (V. 3 

The Floods are riſen, O Ld The Floods have lift up their 
Voice, the Floods lift up their Waves. (V. 4 

The Waves of the Sea are mighty, and 2 horribly ; and 
yet the Lord, who dwelleth on high, is mughtier. (V. 5.) 

Thy Teſtimonies, O Lord, are very true: Holineſs becometh 
thine "mou for ever, (V. 6.) | 


HYMN 
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\ Sing unto the Lord 4 New Song: Sing unto the Lot al 
the whole Earth. (Pf. 96.1.) 
Sing unto the Lord, and ora his Name : Be Heng of bis 
Salvation from Day to Day. (V.2.) | 
Declare his Honour unto the Heathen, and bis Wonders unto 


all People. (V. 3. 59 


For the Lord is Great, and cannot worthily be praiſed : be 
is more to be feared than all Gods. (V. 4 
A for all the Gods of the heathen, A ba are Jos Idols ; ; but 


it is the Lord that made the heavens; (V. 5.) 


Glory and Worſhip are before him; ; Power an Honour are in 


his Sanctuary. (V. 6.) 


 Aſcribe unto the Lord, 0 ye Kindreds of the Earth: Aſerite 


unto the Lord Worſhip and Power. (V. 8.) 


O, Worſhip the Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs : Let the 


| whole Barth ftand in awe of him. (V. 8.) 


Tel it out among the Heathen, that the Lord is King, and 


how that he ſhall judge the People righteouſly.  (V go.) 


God 1s gone up to the Place prepared for bim, and a Crown 


of pure Gold ſhall be ſet upon his head, (Pt. 21 4. 103.19.) 


Let the Heavens rejoice at the Entrance of their King: 
Let the Earth be glad, and let the Sea make a Noiſe, and all 


that therein is. (Pf. 96. 11.) 


Let the Field be joyful, and all that i is in it: Then ſoat the 


Trees of the Wood rejoice before the Lord. (V. 12.) 


Te Men of Galilee, why ftand ye gazing up into Heaven 2 


Ye Infidels and Apoſtates, confeſs the Power of your God, 
(Add, 1. 11.) 


Ibis ſame Feſus, which is taken up from you, ſoalt come in 
like manner as ye have ſeen him go into Heaven. (Ibid.) 
Hie cometh, he cometh to judge the Earth, and with Righte- _ 
ouſneſs to judge the Fore, and the People with his Truth. (Pf, 


. 13.) 


PRAYER 


p R ATE R I. 


Gant, I beſeech thee, Almighty God, that like as I do 
believe thy only Begotten Son, my Lord . 
Jeſus Chriſt to have aſcended into the Heavens; Aſcenſion Hay. 
o I may alſo in Heart and Mind thither aſcend, and with 
him continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth with Thee, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, one God, World without End. 


Amen. 


PRATER II. 


Lord, the only begotten Son Jeſu Chriſt; O Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takeſt away the Sins of the World, have “ uοi 


Mercy upon me. Thou that takeſt away the Sins of the 
World, have Mercy upon me. Thou that takeſt away the 


Sins of the World, receive my Prayer. Thou that ſitteſt at 


the right Hand of God the Father, have Mercy upon me. 


For thou only art Holy, Thou only art the Lord, Thou 
only, O Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, art moſt High in the 
Glory of God the Father, Amen, 
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John 18 7. 
Inveſtiture in Glory, I will apply my left ro my Father; 


212 5 he Devout Soul. Book V 


; CHAP. VL 
Of ſending the Holy Ghoſt. 


— 


10 H. 14. 26. 


But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Fathe; 


will ſend in my Name, He ſhall teach you all things. 


\ [ Y Lord has now lefr- this wicked and ungrateful 


Earth, and is received up into Glory, and the Man- 

ſions of Bliſs muſt contain him, till his laſt and 
aſtoniſhing Appearance at the final Reſurrection and Fudg- 
ment. But let not thy heart be troubled, or thy Faith ſhock'd 


at this ſudden and uncomfortable Departure: For thou art 
ſtill under the ſame Omnipotent Government, Thou acr 
ſtill conducted and influenc'd by the Deity, in all thy Spi- 


ritual Undertakings, and haſt a Subject's Right to the Pro- 
tection of thy Heavenly Monarch : I ig expedient for you 
(ſays our Saviour) that I go away: For if T go not away, the 

Comforter will not come unto you: But if 1 
| depart, I will ſend him unto you: Upon my 


and by pleading my Conqueſt, obtain this Ineſtimable 
Blefling of a Comforter, to my diſconſolate Church. 
A Blefling indeed it is, to which we owe the Eſtabliſh- 


ment and Propagation of Chriſtianity : The Gift of Tongues, 


and the Working of Miracles; the Revelation of ruth, 


and Vanquiſhing of Error. 


Theſe 
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Theſe extraordinary Operations of the Spirit, were more 
immediately neceſſary for the Planters of the Goſpel; 
bur the Effects of them redound to Us, and their Fruits 
will be perpetually reap'd by all the ſucceeding Generati- 
ons of the Church. For we, being advanced upon the 
Shoulders of Apoſtles and Martyrs, have a more boundlefs 
Proſpect for the Entertainment of our Faith and Hope, and 
may ſteer our Actions through this tumultuous World, by 
the Directions tranſmitted to us from our inſpir'd An- 
ceſtors, 

What then, though rhe W006i Power from on High 
has in ſome meaſure left me, and Signs and Wonders were 
chiefly confin'd to the Firſt Ages of the Church? The Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall abide with me always. His 
Office 1s ſtanding and perperual in the Chriſtian Church, 
and his Aſſiſtance ſhall be __ and propottiou'd ro all 
Emergencies. 

As often as I am preſſed in the Days of my Pilgrimage 
here, and am apt to fink and deſpond under the Infirmities 
and Corruptions of Human Nature, I am ſtrengthen'd and 
ſupported by Divine Aids, and the Holy Ghoſt is my Friend, 
my Guide, my Sanctiſier, and in ſome ſenſe my Advocate 
with the Father; and He has graciouſly promis'd to lead 
me into all Truth, as well as to preſerve me from Sin and 
Deſtruction, 

When my Prayers want Admiſſion to Heaven, and my 
own Unworthineſs makes me afraid to approach the God 
of Purity, The Spirit prepares the Sacrifice, and hints to 
me the Way and Method for irs Acceptance; The Spirit 
relieves my natural Diffidence, and helps my In- Rom. 8. 26, 
firmities, and makes Interceſſion for me, with Groanings 
| which cannot be uttered. 

If my Underſtanding be darkned and clouded with Error, 
and my Judgment ſhould not always make a due Diſtinc- 
tion between Good and Evil; He irradiates and enlightens 
my Soul, He new places che Object, and directs the Fa- 
culty. and by ſome ſecret Suggeſtions opens 
mine Eyes, that they behold the Wonaroks things of 

the Law of God. 


PL, 


Pl, 119. 18. 
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If my Will be diſtorted from her firſt Rectitude, and 
turn'd off from her Bials, by a propenſity to Sin, and the 
Allurements of Senſe ; He ſtreightens her crooked Cour. # 
phil. 2. 14. les, reforms her Irregularictes, and works in me 

both to Will and to Do that which may be ac- } 


ceptable in the Sight of my heavenly Father, 


If my Affections are turbulent and rebellious, and the N 
Law in my Members warreth againſt the Law in my Mind; 
A He curbs the Inlolence, and quells the Mutiny, ? 
741, 5. 16. 4 . * Y 4 

and reaches me, how to walk in the Spirit, that 


I maz not fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh 


If my Faith ſhould ſtagger, my Patience flag, or my Hope 
be diſmayed ; He animates and enlivens my grovelling } 
and daſtardly Spirits, and encourages me to Perieverance, ! 


by the glorions Proſpect of a future Immortality. 


Behold, therefore, the Goodneſs of God in the Protection of 
his Church! Behold rhe extenſive Love of our Saviour, in 
| ſending and continuing the Comforter amongſt Us! What | 
grateful Adorations ſhould we pay, to this Eternal Spirit, 
who renews and regenerates the diſobedient Sons of Adam: 
Who ſanctiſies and preſerves the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity > | 
Who illuminates the Blind, ſtrengthens the Weak, ſupports | 
the Strong, quickens the Sluggiſh, relieves the Oppreſſed, 
and co-operates with us all in the ſeveral Inſtances of our 
Duty? Certainiy we fhould never grieve the Holy Spirit, ne- 
ver ſtop his ſacred Impulſe, nor ſtifle any of his Operati- | 
ons on the Heart. Certainly we ſhould give a duriful At- 
tentlon to his ſecret Whiſpers and Suggeſtions, and receive | 


with Thankfulneſs the Repetition and Importunity of his 
Addreſſes. We ſhould continue in his Grace, defend his 
Divine Perſonality, pray for a plentiful Effujion of his In— 
fluence upon our Hearts, and uſe thoſe Talents, to his Ho- 
nour and Service, which He hath already lent us, in hum- 
ble Expectation, that his Goodneſs will augment their 
Number, and ſhortiy compleat the Happineſs of the Ele, ir 
bis Eternal and Everlaſting Glory, | 


POEM. 
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FF: U 8 
Es 
Thou propitious Paraclefg! 
Thou Holy Spir't, Eternal Lord! 
Who Man's Redemption didſt compleat, 
And ſtill to Man doſt Aid afford! 


II. 
Whilſt I to Thee addreſs my Song, 

And venture on thy boundleſs Prailes _ 
Be pleas'd to guide my fault'ring Tongue, 
And eleyare my humble Lays, 


| SO 
When the Almighty God declar'd, 
This ſpacious Fabric of a World 
From barren Nothing ſhould be rear'd, 
And round its infant Ax hurl'd ; 
TT 1 
Thy brooding and prolific Wings 
On medly Chaos ſat at firſt, 
To hatch the Seeds of future Things, 
And fix the Viral Stamp on Duſt. 

| | V. 

'Twas Thou, the Holy Prophet's Breaſt 


- 
« 
* 


Wich ſacred Extaſie didſt fill; 


And mad'ſt unerring Tongues confeſs 
The latent Counſels of thy Will. 


% 
Great David's Soul thou didſt inſpire; 
When the melodious Harp he firung ; 
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Thou didft ſupply the Poer's Fire, 
And fit the Numbers of his Song. 


| VII. 
And when no Thoughts Thou wilt impart; 
Ye Wretched Rhimers, 'ris in vain 
For you, the meaner Sons of Art, 
To torture your unteeming Brain, 


ee 
Great Guardian of my Saviour's Spouſe ! 
Who doſt her faithful Sons ſecure ; 
Who doſt maintain the Servant's Cauſe; 
And the declining Maſter's Pow'r! 


IX. 

Thou art of Learning's Stores poſſeſt, 
And doſt thy Various Gifts impart 
I' inſpire the ſacred Paſtor's Breaſt, 
And the dull ſtupid Flock convert. 


©: 
Into the pious Martyr's Mind, 
What rapt'rous Joy doſt thou inſpire, 
When to the Burning Stake confin'd, 
He triumphs in the midſt of Fire? 


N N 
Thou mak'ſt the tim'rous Virgins dare 
Boldly refign their Holy Breath; 
Virgins, whole foſter Natures fear 


The rude Alarms of gliaſtly Death. 


> 

vn ITheſe, (the foremoſt in the Liſt of Fame ; 
When Thou, Heav'n's Glories doſt diſplay, 
Have claſp'd and hugg'd the Friendly Flame 
Which bore their ſtruggling Life away. 
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"X11. 
O Bleſſed Spirit! Whether 1 


By ling'ring Pains muſt end my Days, 
Or by ſome ſudden Stroke muſt die, 
Aſt me as my Strength * 


XIV. 
Thro' all the frightful Paths of Death, 


Aid me with thy reviving Grace ; 
And when I quit this mortal Earth, 
Tranſplant me to a better Place. 


PF 


Bev, unto the Lord, O ye Minh) ble young Rows un- 
be to the Lord : Aſeribe unto the Lerd Worſhip and Strength, 
(Pl. 29. 1.) | 
Give the Lord the Honour due unto his Name: WWorſpip the 
Lord with Holy WW-rſhip. (V. 2.) 
Tt is the Lord that 1 the Vaters: Tt 3s the glo- 
rious God that maketh the Thunder. (V. 3.) | 
It is the Lord that ruleth th: Sea: The Voice of the Lord 
is mighty in Operation; The Voice of the Lord is a glorious 
Voice (V. 4 
The Voice 97 the Lord breaketh the Cedar-Trees ; yea, the 
Lord breaketh the Cedars of Libanus, (V5) 
| The Voice of the Lord divideth the Flames of Fe? The 
Voice of the Lord ſhaketh the Wilderneſs ; yea, the Lord ſoa- 
eth the Wilderneſs of Cades. (V. 7.) 
The Lord ſitteth above the IWater-flood, and the Lord remain- 
eth a King for ever. (V. 10.) 
hut in theſe latter Days He hath poured out his Spirit upon 
all Fleſh; and Fews and Proſelytes have ſpoken in various 
Tongues, the wonderful Works of God, (AQ Ks. 2.11.) - 


Tour. 


"02 
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"Tour Sons and your Daughters propheſie; your Old Men 


dream Dreams, your Young Men ſee Viſions. (Joel 2. 28.) 


O, how great is the Lord in the Manifeſtation of his Wiſ— | 
dom 2 How beneficent in the Communication of Spiritual | 


Gifts? 


O God, according to obs Name, ſo is thy Praiſe unto the 


World: 4 End: Ty Right vat is ful of Righteouſneſs, (Pf. 
48. 9.) 


glad, becauſe of thy Fudgments. (V. 10.) 


Mall about Sion, and go round about her, and tell the Tore | 


thereof. (V. 11.) 


Mark well her Bulwarks, ſet up ber Toys, that ye may rel 


them that come after. (V. 12.) 


For this God is our God for ever and ever; be ſhall be our 


Guide. unto Death,” (V. 13.) 


H ＋ M *. IL. 
| Pn Raiſe the Lord, © my Seal: O L ord my God Thou art be- 


come exceeding glorious, Thou art clothed with Majzſty ana | 


Honour. (Pf. 104. 1.) 


Thou makeſt thy Angel: Spirits, and thy Miniſters a flaming 


Fire. (V. 4) 

A for me, I will be talking of thy oor, thy Glory, thy 
Praiſe. and mond rous Works; (PL. 145: 

So that Men ſhall ſpeak of the Might bf thy marvellous Acte, 

and I will alſo tell of thy Greatneſs (V. 6.) 


will magnifie thee, O God my King, and 1 will praiſe thy 
News for ever and ever. (Pl. 145. 1.) 


Eser Day will I give Thanks unto thee, and praiſe thy Name 
For ever and ever. (V. 2.) 


Fr thou art great © Lord, and Rees” WA worthy to be 


praiſed ; there is no end of thy Greatneſs. (V. 3. 
Fo Memorial of thine abundant Kindneſs ſhall be ſhewed, 
and Men ſhall ſing of thy Righteouſneſs. (V. 7.) 
All thy Works praiſe thee, O Lord, and thy Saints giv? 
ee FORE: . 10.) ; 


42. 


Let the Mount Sion rejoice, ad the Daughter of Fudah be | 


LE HR TW. % 


} 
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1 12 050 the Glory of thy Kingdom, and talk of thy Power. 
. 11, | 

That thy Power, thy Glory and Mightineſs of thy Kingdom 
might be known unto Men. (V. 12.) | 

The Lord upholdeth all ſuch as fall, and lifteth up all thoſe 
that are down. (V. 14.) 

The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, y2a, all 
fuch as call upon him faithfully. (V. 18.) 
He will fulfil the Deſire of them that fear him, he alſo will 
hear their Cry, and will help them. (V. 19) 

The Lord preſerveth all them that love him, but ſeattereth 
abroad all the Vngodiy. (V. 20.) 

My Mouth ſhal! ſpeak the Praiſe of the Lord, and let all 


Fleſh give Thanks unto his holy Name, for ever and ever. 


CV. 21. 


— — * . * 


OD, who didfſt teach the Hearts of thy faithful Peo- 


— ple, by the ſending to them the Light of % e Whitt. 
thy Holy Spirit; Grant me, by the ſame e 


Spirit, to have a right Judgment in all Things, and e- 


vermore to rejoice in his Hol! Comfort, thro' the Me- 
rits of Chriſt Jeſu my Saviour, who liveth and reigneth 


with Thee, in the Unity of the lame Spirit, One God, 
World without End. Amen. . 


ARADER MH. 


A One Lord, and Everlaſting God, vouchfafe, I 


beleech thee, to direct, ſanctifle, and go- %% Ke 
vern both my Heart and Body in the Ways of 
thy Laws, and in the Works of thy Commandments, that 


rthro' chy moſt mighty Protection both here and ever, I 


may be preſerved ia Bod. and Soul, thro' my Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. EN 15 
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I praiſe the Dead which are already dead, more than the Living 


which are yet alive. 


MEDITATION. 


HAT it 1s appointed unto Men once to die, is the 


ence confirms the Aſſertion, and every Day 
brings in freſh Evidence for the Truth of it. Our 
; Friends and Relations are lad Mementos of Mortality, 


and 


Voice of Nature as well as Revelation: Experi- 
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and the Departure of every Neighbour is a ſhocking Ad- 

monition of our own Fare. The Feet of them 2 
which have buried the Husband, may be at the door 
to carry out the Wife alſo; and the ſurviving Orphans, by 
the Courſe of Nature, may ſoon follow rhe Funeral of 
their Parents. For the Curſe of Death is extended to 
all, and no Man can dock the Entail, or indent with his 
Executioner : No ſecret Articles are to be made in favour 
of Youth or Beauty; no Propoſals are to be hearken'd to 
from Wealth or Power. 5 . 
Could Wiſdom and Learning have warded off the 
Stroke, the Favourites of God, and the Sages of Anti- 
quity had been our of danger. Could Chariots and Hor- 
ſes, Valour or Arms have made a ſtand againſt the Ene- 
my, the moſt Celebrated Heroes and Emperors would have 
been on the Defenſive, and not have tamely quitted thoſe 
Dominions which they had acquired with the Expence of 
ſo much Blood and Treaſure. | i 5 
But alas! Theſe ratt'ling Names, which have made ſuch 
a Diſturbance in the World, are now thrown into Obli- 
vion; and your Men of Learning and Character, of Reach 
and Prognoſtication, have taken but a Turn upon the Stage, 
and ſo made their Exit. VVV 
Conſider, how many, Phyficians are dead, that uſed to 

value themſelves upon the Cure of their Patients * How 
many Aſtrologers have ſubmitted to Fate, who thought 
themſelves great Men, by foretelling the Death of O- 
thers? How many Philoſophers have gone the Way of 
all Fleſh after their Learned Diſpures of Immortality? 
How many Field-Worthies, who have knock d ſo many 
Mens Brains out; and how many Tyrants, who have 
manag'd the Power of Life and Death with rhe urmoſt 
Pride and Rigour, have been cut off by ſome inconſide- 
rable Accident, and dyd as contemptibly as any of 
their Vaſſals? Hippocrates t, who curd ſo many Diſea- 

ſes, was not able to recover himſelf : The Chaldeans, who 
foretold other Peoples Deſt iny, ar laſt mer with their 


Acts 5. 9? 


8 „ rn "ORR OY — WY * . 1 0 - —_ —_—_— * 


i —_ 8 * — — 2 etna 
c — _ — 2 1 


„ Anton, Lib. 5 Sec. 48. 
+ Lib. 2. Seck. 3. 


own. 


222 The De vout Soul. Book VI. 


own. Alexander, Pompey, and Julius Ceſar, who had de- 
ſtroy'd ſo many Towns, and cur off ſo many Thouſands 
in the Field, were forced at laſt to march off 
themſelves. ö 
If, therefore, the Condition of us all muſt be the 


ſame, let us ſee whether there is any difference in 


the Management of our Mortality, and what Conſola- 
tions can be producd for the alleviating a miſerable 
Life, what Arguments are to ballance an unavoidable 


Death. 


_ Philoſophy has been very officious in this Affair: 
She has prepar'd her Medicines for every Diſeaſe, 
and offer'd her Aſſiſtance upon all Emergencies : But 
8 only is the Univerſal and moſt infallible 

ure. 

Chriſtianity brings forth her ſtrong e and Faith 


wreſts the Sceprer from the Hands of the Tyrant. O 
Kol. Death, I will be thy Plagues ; O Grave, I will 


1 uh be thy Deſtruction. The Curſe is turned in- 


to a Bleſſing, the Tears are wiped off from the Cheeks of 
the Mourners, and the Oil of 70 per fumes the Garment of 

Heavineſs. 

| Reaſon will furniſh us with many powerful Arguments 
againſt the Evil of Death, the Fear of a Diſſolution, and 

an immoderare Grief of our Departed, Friends; and will 
eaſily ſhew vs the Neceſſity of ſubmitting to what is una- 
voidable, and bearing with Patience what may be only 


inflicted for a few Hours or Days: Bur theſe are Ar- 


guments of an inferior Claſs; They are calculated only 
for our Quiet in this World, and tend rather to ſooth and 


compoſe the Body for a time, than to fortifie and ſupport 


the Soul to all Eternity. 


Such Conſiderations put Sorrow under ſome Confine- 
ment, and make room for more powerful Preſcriptions : 
Bur they cannor operate by themſelves, nor by any inhe- 


rent Virtue of their own, remove the orand Cauſe of our 
internal Diſorders. An Oppoſition indeed, is made to 

the Violence and Impetuouſneſs of the Stream - and the 
Waters are pent back, and kept from overflowing the low 


Countries ; Bur they fill rage and ſtorm under their Con- 
ſtraint, and want a new Channel to be open'd for their 
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ſpeedy and effectual Diſcharge another way. This is the 
Work of a more skilful Hand; this is the Province of a 
more exalted Power: Aſſiſtance muſt be fetch'd from a 
diviner Philoſophy than Stoiciſm, and Precepts copy'd from 
greater Authors than Seneca and Epictetus. 

Hie that tells me, Imuſt dye, for no other reaſon, but be- 
cauſe it is ſo decreed ; or, that I, cannot poſſibly live, becauſe 
I am form'd of Corruption and Rottenneſs, does bur make me 
look with Contempt upon my Original, or perhaps leads 
me into ſome of the extravagant Curſes of Fob againſt 
the Day wherein I was born, and the Night in „ 
which it was ſaid, A Man- Child was conceived: * © © 
Bur he who can convince me, that to dye is to live, and to 
ſuffer is to triumph; that to be vanquiſh d is to conquer, and 
to loſe this World is to gain Eternit); This, This Man has 
the Command of my Reaſon and Paſſions ar the ſame 
time; and I am preſently melted into Reſignation and O- 
bedience to his inſpir'd and ſeraphical Lectures: I have 
longed for ſuch a Guide in this tumultuous and ſtormy 
World, and I am reſolv'd to fix my Reſt, and take up my 
Abode with bm, and to be govern'd abſolutely by his Di- 
rections for :1e Remainder of my Days. I have been fa- 
tigu'd and pe plex'd enough upon Earth, rov'd up and down 
in queſt of Eaſe, and travell'd from Country to Country 
for a more wholſome Air, and then chang'd my Habitation 
again for the Advantages of Traffick, and the berter Conve- 
nlencies of living: But now I ſee the Port where I would 

land; and the Turmoils of my former Life can have no 

Admiſſion to me, when I am lifted ſafely on the Shore: 
The Haven is commodious to winter in, and the Veſlel ſhall no 
more be inſulted by Winds and Tempeſts, nor be in any 
| future Danger of Foundring or Shipwreck, „„ 


POEM, 
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E > 
THAT Aiſmal Out-cries do I hear? 
What Shrieks are thoſe chat wound the Air? 
As if this ſpacious Ball 
Were lab'ring in Deſpair, | 
And haſt'ning to its univerſal Funeral > 
Say, What ſhould be the mournful Cauſe 
Ot cloudy Looks, dejected Eyes ? 
Of hollow Groans, and murm'ring Sighs? 
What! Do we Others, or Our ſelves bemoan, 
Or are we of rhe Tyrant Death afraid? 
Whate er's ordain'd by Nature's Laws, 
M uſt ſurely be by all obey'd, 
And Mortal Duft muſt unto Duſt return, 


II. 
T he proudeſt Monarch's not wo high 
Or yer too great to die; 
Nor is the meaneſt Slave 
Too Low and Humble for his Grave. 
Impartial Death alike extends 
Her boundleſs Empire over all; 
Alike her cruel Triumph ends 
Both in the Maſter and the Servants Fall. 


N III. : 
She helps the Wretch who can no longer bear 
The heavy Load of black Deſpair, 
And in his Bloom ſhe nips the flutt'ring Heir, 
| Whole ſanguine Hopes rely'd on many Years, 
T' enjoy the Products of his Father's Cares. 
She's never brib'd by all the Miſer's Bags, 
Nor frighred by the Poor Man's Rags. 


Ch. I. 
Could Bulls, or Goats, or any Sacrifice 
Her hungry Jaws ſuffice ; 
Could India's or Arabia's Gifts atone, 
Or Subjects Lives excuſe their Own ; ; 


What mighty Sums would Tyranrs give? 
Ho faſt ſhould Others die that They might live? 


IV. 


Since we muſt then refign our Breath 
To th' cold Embraces of relentleſs Death; 
| And ev'ry Eye which ſees the Lighr, 
Shall ſoon be clos'd in everlaſting Night: 
Since all th Enjoyments which this World affords; 
(The noifie Pomp, the glitt'ring Power, 
And envy'd Wealth's unfathomable Store,) 
Shall quickly change their ſhorr-liv'd Lords; 
Why ſhould our anxious Thoughts be ſo 1 intent 
On ffeeting Joys bur for a Moment lent? 
Why ſhould we make this great ado 
To prop declining Strength, 
And ftrerch the Span of Life beyond its Lengih: 


Unleſs we "woung prolong our Days t augment our Woe? 


ERS: 

Death's a fe Refogn to the Soul diſtreſt, 
Her only Paſſage to Eternal Reſt; 
The bleſt Ehſium, and ſecure Retreat 

From all the Malice of the Great; 

The End of all Unhappineſs; 

The kind Conductreſs to the Saints in Bliſs: 

She caſts the ſubtil Stateſman down, 
And pulls off the Uſurping Tyrants Crown. 
She frees poor Lazarus from all his Harms, 
And lays him in his Father Abr ham's Arms. 
She knocks the Shackles from the weary'd Slave, | 
And makes him equal the proud Monarch in the Grave, 


VI. 
Let tim'rous Fools who dread to dye, 
| Let em, Oh! ler em all for me, 
Nun thro the tedious Rounds of Miſery : 


Let 
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Let em repeat their diſmal Groan; 

( Poor paſſive Wretches to live on !) 
Under the Tortures of the Gout and Stone. 
See how the raging Feaver reigns, 

And ſpreads her pois'nous Hears 
Thro' all the winding Veins : 


The killing Peſtilence renews her Threats, 


And craving Hydrops raves with Thirſt; 
Altho' the bloated Monſters burſt : 
Yer wretched Man will always ſtrive, 
Will always labour for a Cure; 

And under the Phyſician's Hands endure 
Ten thouland Deaths, in hopes to live. 


VII. 
Welcome, thrice welcome, Happy. Death! 


How readily I give thee back my Breath 2 


How gladly do I quir this mortal Stage, 


And ſpurn the Troubles of a wicked Age; | 
Tranſported with the Thoughts, my Work is done, 
My Part well acted, and I ſhall be gone ? 

Nor would I willingly renew my Pain, 


By running back my Race again 

Or beg of rigid Fare to have 

One Moment's Reſpir from the Grave: 
The Hopes alone of what's to come, 


f Can make the bitter Draught of weary Life go down; 


N11 N 
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Mr. Fon, according to thy Ability do a unto thy ſelf, and 
give the Lord his due Offering. (Ecclus. 14. 11.) 

Ne that Death will not be long in coming, and that the 
Covenant of the Grave is not ſhewed unto thee. (V. 12) 

Do good unto thy Friend before thou die, and according to thy 
Ability ſtretch out thy hand, and give to him. (V. 13.) 

Give, and take, and ſandifie thy Soul: for i is no ſeeking 
of Dainties in the grave. (V. 16.) 

Defraud not thy ſelf of the good Day, ad let not the Part 
of a good Deſire over-paſs thee. (V. 14.) | 

Shalt not thou leave thy Travels unto another? And thy 14 
hour to be divided by Lot? (V. 15.) 

All Fleſh waxeth old as a Garment : For the Covenant from 
the Beginning is, Thou ſhalt die the Death. (V. 17.) 

Fear not the Sentence of Death, neither be ſtartled at the 
grim Looks of thy Executioner. (C. 41. 3.) 
Remember them that have been before thee, and that come 
after: For this is the Sentence of the Lord over all Fleſh. (Ibid.) 


He which is Lord over all ; ſhall fear no Mans Perſon, neither 


ſhall he ſtand in awe of any Man's Greatneſs. (Wiſd- 6. 7.) 

For he hath made the Small and the Great, the Rich and the 
Poor, and careth for all alike. (Ibid.) 

If there be any Diſtinction, the Indigent ſhall have the 
Pre.eminence, and the Weak have moſt ample Promiſes of 
Protection. 

For Mercy will ſoon ads the Meaneſt: But mighty Men 
ſhall be mightily tormented, (Wiſd. 6.6 by: 


POEM, 
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1 Shall go to the Gates of the Grave : I am deprived of the Re- 
ſidue 5 my Years. (If. 39. 10.) 


Mine Age is departed, and removed from me as a Shepherd's 


Tent, and I (hall behold Man no more with the Inhabitants of 
the World, (V. 11, 12.) 

Thou wilt cut me off with pining Sickneſs, from Day even to 
Night wilt thou make an end of me, (Ibid.) 

As a Lion, ſo wilt thou break all my Bones ; from Day even 
to Night wilt thou make an end of me. (V. 13.) 
Lie as a Crane, or 4 Swallow, fo do I chatter 2 1 did mourn 

as a Dove, (V. 14.) 
My Eyes fail with looking upward : 0 Lord, I am oppreſſed, 
undertake for me. «(Ibid.) 

O Death, how bitter is the remembrance of thee to a Man 
that liveth at reſt in his Poſſeſſions, unto the Man that hath 
nothing to vex him ! (Ecclus. 41.1) 

O © Death, hom bitter is the Remembrance of thee to the Man 
that hath proſperity in all things, yea, unto him that u yet able 
to receive Meat! (Ibid.) 


O Death, acceptable is thy Sentence unto the Needy, and un- 


to him whoſe Strength faileth! (V. 3.) 
O Death, acceptable is thy Sentence unto him that is now in 
the laſt Age, and is vexed with all things ; and to him that de- 
 ſparreth, and hath loſt Patience! (Ibid.) 
And why art thou againſt the Pleaſure of the Moſt High ? And 
how canſt thou contradict rhe Deciſions of Fate? 1 A.) 
There is no Inquiſition in the Grave, whether thou haſt lived 
ten, or an hundred, or a thouſand Years. (Ibid.) 
As the green Leaves on a thick Tree, ſome fall, and ſome grow ; 3 
ſo is the Generation of Fleſh and Blocd, one cometh to an End, 
and another is born, (Ecclus. 14. 18 ) 


They ſhall build Houſes, but not inhabit them; and ſoall plant 


Vineyards, and not drink the Mine thereof. (Zeph. 1. 13.) 
Every Work ſhall rot and conſume away, and the Worker 
| thereof ſhall go withal. (Ecclus. 14. 19.) 

But bleſſed u the Man that doth meditate good things in M.. K 
dom, and that reaſoneth of holy things by bis Underſtanding. 


(V. 20 ) 
PRATLER 
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PRATER 1. 


God, who haſt raken away the Sting of Death, and given 
me the Victory thro my Lord Feſus Chriſt ; Grant that 1 
may behave my ſelf like a faithful Servant and Soldier of 
thy Kingdom, and may lay hold of all Opportunities of 
growing in Grace and Wiſdom, and ſecuring the Intereſt 
of my immortal Soul. Look graciouſly upon viſt. Sicke 
me, O Lord; and the more the ourward Man * 
decayeth, ſtrengthen me ſo much the more continually 
with thy Grace and Holy Spirit in the inner Man. Give me 
unfeigned Repentance for all the Errours of my Life paſt, 
and ſtedfaſt Faith in thy Son Jeſus, that my Sins may be 
done away by thy Mercy, and my Pardon ſealed in Hea- 
ven, before I go hence and be no more ſeen. Grant this 
I beſeech rhee, thro the ſame Jeſus Chriſt my only Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. . 8 


PRATER II. 

Merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

who is the Reſurrection and the Lite; in whom who- 
ſoever believeth, ſhall live tho' he die; and 3%, % Bad. 
whoſoever liveth and believeth in him, ſnall not 
die eternally; I meekly beſeech thee, O Father, to raiſe 
me from the Death of Sin unto the Life of Righteouſneſs; 
that when I ſhall depart this Life, | may reſt in him, as my 
Hope is all my Brethren do; and that at the General Re- 
ſurrection in the laſt Day, I may be found acceprable in 
thy ſight, and receive that Bleſſing which thy well-beloved 
Son ſhall then pronounce to all that love and tear thee, 
ſaying, Come ye bleſſed Children of my Father, receive the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the Beginning of rhe 
World. Grant, this O merciful Father, thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
my Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. 
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He hath appointed a Day in the which he will judge the World 
in Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he hath ordained. 
MEDITATION. 
7 HOU haſt been confin'd long enough, O my Soul, 


to the Violence and Oppreſſion of this World, and ther 

| haſt made many fruitleſs Enquiries after Equity fear 

and Judgment, and enter'd frequent Proteſtations and Re- of 
monſtrances againſt the corrupt Proceedings of a partial Hu 
Age: But the time is now approaching, when thou ſhalt Mm 
be no more weary d with Complaining, and no longer fru- Cou 
pf. 58. 10, ſtrated with Expectations : For verily there is a exp 
„ Reward for the Righteous ; doubtleſs there is a But 
God that judpeth the Earth : The Lord is not ſlack concerning fort 
His Promiſe, as ſome Men count ſlackneſs ; Neither is his Vera- and 
city to be luljected, or his Juſtice impeached. The Day of Vis 
the Lord will come as a Thief in the Night, in the which the gre 
. Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, and ic 

| the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat: | row 

The Earth alſo, and the Works, that are therein, ſhall be burnt the 
up. | - 1 5 {ha 

| | | Ju- 

re 

* 

Vi 


Conſider 
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Conſider this, ye that forget God, and look upon the 
World as already in Flames, and crackling about your 
Ears. What meaneſt thou, O Sleeper ? Ariſe, and 
| Call upon thy God. Unfold your Hands, ye Je- t. 6. 
Sluggards, and be ye terribly aſtoniſh'd, ye Infidels and 
Blaſphemers. Behold, the Fudge ſtandeth be 
fore the Door. He cometh, he cometh to judge the . 
Earth, and with Righteouſneſs to judge the World, 


and the People with his Truth. The Summons is gone 


out to all the Ends of the Earth to appear before him; 
Death hourly draws us in to his Tribunal, and our own 
Conſcience ſuggeſts and dictates ro us the Neceſſity of his 
Proceedings. | | 5 
O thou Tremendous God, and Omnipotent Judg®, 
prepare us for the Solemnity of thy Grand Appearance! 
Enter not into Judgment with thy Servants, O 
Lord; for in thy ſight ſhall no Man living be | 
juſtiſied. Be nor exact and critical in weighing our Of- 
fences, nor rigorous and auſtere in the inflicting of Pu- 
niſhments. If thou, Lord, wilt be extream to mark what s 
done amiſs, O Lord, who may abide it? But p . 
there is Mercy with thee; therefore ſhalt thou be e 
feared. In thy Mercy, O Lord, we confide, and in hopes 
of a favourable Sentence, we throw our ſelves with all 
Humility and Reverence at thy Foorftool. | . . 
_ *'Tis true, our ſecret Sins ſhall be ſet in the Light of thy 
Countenance, and all our Equivocations and Adulteries 
expos'd to the Publick View and Cenſure of Angels: 


Burt 'ris as true alſo, that our hidden Graces ſhall darr 


forth with a ſurpriſing Luſtre, and all our good Thoughts 
and [Intentions paſs for Acts, and be accepted for real 
Virtues. Then ſhall the righteous Man ſtand in ,..; g. .- 
great Boldneſs before the Face of ſuch as have af- 7 
ficted him, and made no account of his Labours. The ſor- 
rowful Sighing of the Priſoners ſhall enter into the Ears of 
the Lord of Sabbaoth ; and the Prayers of the Devout 
ſhall aſcend like Incenſe, before the Tribunal of their 
Judge : The ſuffering for a good Conſcience ſhall be 
proclauned by Angels and Arch-Angels, and the Alms 


of the Charitable ſhall ſtorm Heaven, and rake it by 
Violence. e 15 
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It is the Misfortune of this Life, to 1 things in 
a blended and diſorderly Condition: And the Variety 
of Circumſtances may ſometimes put the moſt impartial 
Perſon unde: a vecetfiry of paſſing a wrong Judgment : 
For when the outward Appearance is the only Guide, 
and ſome few Overt-Acts are rhe Diſcoverers of the 


Thoughts and Principles of the Heart, how is it poſſi- 


ble oe a fallible Magiſtrate co penetrate into the In- 
tricacy and Merits of a Cauſe, and to determine upon 
the true Spring and Motive of an Action? The Clouds 
will ſoon gather and darken the Eyes; and Pity or Ig- 
norance may eaſily miſ-guide rhe. fincere and honeſt In- 
tentions of a credulous Fury. 
Sometimes a Knowledge and Acquaintance with the 
Perſon accus'd, may biaſs our Aﬀections, and force us 


to put the moſt favourable Conſtruction upon Matter of 


Fact; at other times, Pride and Intereſt may contra- 
dict Juſtice, and Prejudice and Partiality ſtickle hard for 


the clearing of a . to the Detriment of the In- 


nocent. 

But it is 1 Hojgnr to the Laſt Judgment, 
that it ſhall be tranſacted in Righteouſneſs : No Evi 
dence ſhail be ſtifled, and no Facts. perverted ; no Par- 
ty thall be favour'd, and no particular Perſon ſingled 
Eccl. 12. 14. Out for Oppreſſion. God ſhall bring every Work 

into Fudgment, with every ores thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be bad, 


Ihe ExaQaels of the Proceeding is, {I confeſs) a liaie 


Terrible ro Guilty Nature: Bur our Support and Con- 


ſolation is, Thar our Saviour ſhall be our judge: The 
fame Perſon ſhall call us to an Account, who has raken 
our Nature upon him, and been moſt ſenſibly touch- d and 
affected with our Infirmities. 

Let not your Hearts be troubled, nor your Courage ail. 
mayed : For He chat lived with you, and inſtructed you; 
He that lovd you, and bought you; He that redeemed 
you, and died for you; He, He will not eaſily condemn 
you, nor exciude your Souls from thoſe innumerable Bene- 
fits which by bis precious A he hath obtained to 
zou. 


J „ 
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"Tis the Infidel and Atheiſt, who have reaſon to 
tremble : Tis thoſe, who have oppoſed their God and 
denied their Saviour, that ſhall be ſhock'd, and con— 
founded at the Appearance of their Judge, and that 
ſhall call upon the Rocks to fall upon them, and the 
on to cover them from his angry and tremendous Pre- 
ence. 

Unhappy Mortals ! to have erred from the Way of 
Truth, and not to have 'vfi-r'd the Light of 
Riphteouſneſs to have ſhined unto you! Un- 
happy Morrtals ! to have wearied your ſelves 
in the Way of IWickedneſs and Deſtruction: Tea, to have 
gone through Deſarts where there lay no Way ; ; and as for 
the Way of the Lord. not to have known it! 

Whar is the End of your Travef, or the Fruit of your 
vicious Progreſs * What hath Pride profited you 2 Or what 
good hath. Riches with Jour Vaunting brought you ? Alas! 
Riches profit not in the Do Math; 
Neither can Titles and Qualitt have any 
Pre- eminence at the Laſt Judgment. 


Wild. 5. 6.7, 
8. 9. | | 


Prov. 11. 4. 


All things are paſſed away like 4 Shadow, and as a Poſt 
that haſted by But ihe Sting and Remorſe will ſurvive 


the Pleaſure, and the ill Ufe of Honour and Plenty 
will riſe up againſt you at the leſt Dry, and condemn 
you. 


Hen ſick'ning Nature's to Confation hurl'd, 
And crackling Fiames conſume this Aged Word; 
When dazling Majeſty ſhail mount on high, 
And loud Apflauſes hail him thro” the Sky; 
When Saints and Angels ſhall attend the Son, 
And place the Judge on his tremendous Throne; ; 
The brazen Gates of Death ſhall open fly, 
And all the drowſie Pris'ners be ler free. 
The ſtartling Duſt ſhall hear the Trumpet's Sound, 
And with new Vigour from the Grave rebound, 
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234 | The De vout ul. Book VI. 
The ſubtle Atoms, which the Winds aiſperſe 5 
To diſtant Quarters of the Univerſe, 
In crouding Haſte ſhall ro rhe Tombs advance, 
And with due Order in their Places dance. 
The Blood thro! frozen Veins ſhall circulate, 
And joyful Pulſes regularly beat; 
The throbbing Heart repeat irs wonted Toil, 


And new-born Life in ev'ry Vilage (mile. 1 1 

f 

So when inclement Winter's Stormy Air 11 
Rifles the Beauty of the parting Year ; 14 


The ſmiling Verdure leaves the Mountain's Head, 11 
And Trees their naked Limbs to Heaven ſpread: 14 
But when the Vernal Sun's propitious Ray 11 
Unbinds the Glebe, and crowns the length'ning Day 1 3 
The Leafy Honours of the Wood revert. MA 
And Alkion's ſpreading Oaks the craggy F adorn. A 


Nature revives, and whh her quick ning Breath 

Peoples th' inhojpirable Realms of Death. 

Juſtice in open Air her Throne erects ; 

Brings forth the Regiſter of al! our Acts, | 
And g each dubious Woed, and lurking Thought! in- 
iets. 

The ſecret Deeds of many Ages paſt, 

By courteous Time to dark Oblivion caſt, 
Are now dilclos'd, and the ſad Actors wait 

Ar Heav'n's Tribunal to receive their Fate: 


The Wanton Spark, ( by friendly Darkneſs led, 
Jo ſtain the Honours of the Nuptial Bed,) 

Shall ſeek in vain the Covert of the Night, 
To ſcreen his Leu dneſs from his Judge's ſight: ; 
And Czlia too, {for all her boaſted Charms; | 
For all the Rapture of her Serephon's Arms,) 
Shall be tormented for her looſe Deſire, 
And Love" s Reward fhall be a horter Fire. 


5 3 3 eee 


Ye Godly Rebels, who bave thought it brave, 


But, above all, what muſt ye Rebels have d 5 85 * 
To murder Rings, and Kingdoms to enflaye * 71 . 


Ch. II. Of the Loft Judgment. 
As with your Brother-Devils ye were join'd, 
And both for Empire equally combin d; 


So 'tis bur juſt, ye ſhould enjoy their Fates - 
For God's a King, and all Rebellion hates; 3 


He made, and will protect all Farthly botemates. 


But ſee the pomp in which the Righteous riſe, 
And move triumphant thro' the op'ning Skies. 
Like parted Friends, the Soul and Body meet; 

In fond Careſſes one another greet; 

And joyfully a ſecond time unite. 

The pious Martyr ſhews his awful Scars, 

And boldly triumphs in the Church's Wars. 

The mournfu! Widow's and the Orphan's Cries. 
Are now redreſs d with univerſal Joys; 

And injur'd Virtue re-aſc-2ds the Throne, 


And with freſh Gariands crowns each ſuff ri ring Son; 


Behold th. .4 poſtles in therr Oc der ſhine, 
And awful 8 ciofing ev'ry Line. 
A brighter Crown adorns Great Charles's Head, 
And Britain's Rebel- Sons his Urefence dread. 
The martyr'd Peers about their Soyvre'gn ſtand, 
And Loyal Commons fort 1 ſecond Band: 
Two faithful Primates in the Front appear, 
(Succeſſive Gfories f our Hemiſphere,) 


And Levi's zeafor., 5515 bring up the glitr'ring Rear. 


Thus the brave Subjects with tbeir Monarch nove, 
Whilſt Seraphins proc aim heir Faith and Love: 


Whilſt Heav'n's hig“ Courts with Acciamarions ring, 


233 


And Scepter'd Monarchs bow to Albion ſuft'ring King. 


_ Ocruel Death, Thou muſt inſult no more; 
Thy Empire's bounded, and decay'd thy Pow'r 2 
A proftrate Victim chou thy ſelf mult ly. | 
And Life, triumphant Life, has vanquiſh'd thee. 
The rim'rous Virgin need not dread thy Dart; 
Her Beaury's guarded, and ſecure her Heart. 
Ihe frantic Parents need no longer fear 
Untimely Fate ſhould ſnatch their Hopeful Heir: 
Nor trembling Age want Courage to withſtand 
The feeble Efforts of thy fault'ring Hand. 


Parr II. „„ m 
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6. 4.4 ISS 
# £4 1 * 


a 3 * — 


H T M N I. 


LOW ye the Trumpet 5 in Zion, and ſound an Alarm i in my 
holy Mountain. (Joel 2. 1.) 
For I wil ſhew Wonders in the Heavens N in the Earth, 


| Blood and Fire, and Pillars of Smoke. (V. 30,0 
Ihe Earth ſhall quake and the Heavens ſhall tremble, and 


the Stars ſhall withdraw their ' ſhining. (V. 10.) 
The Stars of Heaven, and the Conſtellations thereof ſhall 


not give their Light : The Sun ſhall not — * her Light to 
ſine. CH: 13. 10.) 


Yea, the Sun ſhall be turned into Darknef, and the Mobn 


into Hd. before, the great and terrible Day of the Lord come. 


(Joel 2. 31.) 
Oh ! let all the guilty Inhabitants o the Land tremble : For 


this Day the Lord cometh ; for it 1 nigh at band. (V I.) 
A Day of Darkneſs and of Gloomineſs, a Day of Clouds and 
of thick Darkneſs, as the Morning Ipread upon the Mountains. 


(V.2.) 


A Day of Trumpet and Alarm againſt the fenced Cities and 
| egainſt the bigh Towers. (Zeph. I. 16) 
: The Lord will roar from Aion, and utter bis Voice from Fe- 


ruſalem. (Am. 1.2.) 


For behold, the Lord cometh forth out of his place, and will 
come down, and tread upon the high Places of the Earth. (Mic, 
1. 3.) 

And the Mountains ſhall be molten ds him, and the Val- 
| leys ſhall be cleft : As Wax before the Fire, and as the Waters 
that are poured down. a Heep Place. (V. 47 | 
' The Earth ſhall reſtore thoſe that are aſleep in her, and ſo ſhall 
the Duſi thoſe thar dwell in Silence, and the ſecret Plates all 


dei ver thoſe ouls that were committed unto them. (2 Eſar. 7. 


_ 
32) 
And the Ie H. 'gh ſpail appear upon hy Seat of Judgment, 


| and Miſery v4 ks away, and the Long ſuffering ſhall have 
an * Vs 


ch. 1. Of the Lat Fudgment: 237 
But Judgment ſpall 8 Truth ſhall ſtand, and Faith 
ſhall wax ſtrong. (V. 3 


And the Work, ſhall f x4 and the Reward ſhall be We 


and the goord Deeds ſhall be of force, and wicked Deeds ſol 
bear no rule. V. 35. 


H > M N Il. 


N FRY not hs Glory of a Singers For thou huet not 
what ſhall be his End. (Ecclus. 9. 11.) 
| Surely God will not do wickedly, ah will the Almighty 
pervert Fudgment. (Job 34. 12.) 
For the Mork of a Man ſhall he render unto bins and caufe 
every Man to find according to his Ways. (V. 11. ) Bs 


For his yes are upon the Ways of Man, and he ſeeth all | 


his Goings. (V. 28. 


There is no Darkneſs, nor Shadow of Death, wherein the” 


Workers of Iniquity may hide themſelves. TY. $2) 


The Wicked is reſerved to the Day of Deſtruction, and he ſhall 


be brought forth to the Day of Wrath, (C. 31. 3.) 
The Ungodly ſhall not be able to ſtand in Judgment, 


neither the Sinners in the Congregation a" the Riches (Pf. 


I. 6.) 


The Lord ſhall 5 for _ He hath alſo prepared his 
Seat for Fudgment, (Pl, 9. 


The Lord, even the maſt * God, hath ſpoken, and called 
the LY/orld, from the riſing up of the Sun, unto the going down | 


of the ſame. (PE 50,1.) 
There went a Smoke out in his Preſence, and a conſuming 
Fire wn of his Mouth, fo that Coats were kindled at it. (Pl. 
18. 8.) 
He bowed the Heavens alſo and came down, and it was dark 
under his Feet. (V. 9997 
He rode upon the Chirubiins, and did fly : 
upon the Wings of the Wind. (V. 10.) 


He came flying 
Our God ſhall come again, and ſhall not hos filence : There 


foall go before him a conſuming Fire, and a mighty Tempeſt 


ſhall be flirred up rourd about him. (Pl, 18. . 


ie ſhall call the Heaven from above, and "the Earth that 
be may judge his People, (V. 4.) 


_ Gather my Saints ropether unto me, thoſe that 5 made a 
Covenant with me with Sacrifice. 1 And 
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238 The Devout Sh. Book VT, 
And the Heavens ſhall declare his Righteonſneſs : For God 
E Judge himſelf. (V. 6.) | 


PRAUATER 1 


Lord Jeſn Chriſt, who at thy firſt Coming didſt ſend 
thy Meſſenger to prepare thy Way before thee ; grant 
g. 2. Adv: that the Miniſters and Stewards of thy Myſte- 
DRE: _ ries, may likewiſe ſo prepare and make ready 
thy Way, by turning the Hearts of the Diſobedient to the 
Wiſdom of the Juſt, thar at thy Second Coming to judge 
the World, we may be found acceprable People in thy 
Sight, who liveſt and reigneſt with the Father and the Ho- 
Iy Spirit, ever one God, World with End. Amen. 


RATE RA H. 


in the Temple in the Subſtance of my Fleſh ; 

ſo I may be preſented unto rhee ar the Laſt 
Judgment, with a pure and clean Heart, by 
the ſame thy Son Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


Purification of 
t. Mary. 


CHAP 


| Almieie and Ever- living God, I humbly beſeech thy | 
+ Majeſty, that as thy only begotten Son was preſented 


59 4 7 
44 
HOY 


2 HE RAE RE RL ESE SER 
GH 1 
of HELL. 


1 . LET 4 vows + . * 3 


PRO V. 15. 24. 


The Way of Life is above to the Wiſe, that he may depart from 
- | Hell beneath. ne | 


MEDITATION. 


S often as I reffect upon a Future State, I am ſeiz- 
ed with a ſtrange Tremor and Confuſion, and am 
apt to be ſuſpicious and diffident how the Promiſes 

and Threatenings of Scripture may be applicable ro my own 
particuiar Caſe. | | Oe 
The ſtrict Juſtice of God awes and intimidates me on 
the one hand, and my own Sins flaſh Hell-Flames in my 
Face on the other. My Ingratirude ro my Maker aggra- 
vates my Condemnation, and the Perplexity of my Ac- 
counts makes me ſhrink at the Preſence of my Judge. 
Co, ye Curſed, is a ſnhocking Sentence; the Burning Lake 
and Rivers of Brimſtone, are what I read with Terror, and 
almoſt think of with Deſpair, | 
Bur be not ſo exceeding heavy, O my Soul ; Be not ſo 
diſquieted within me. Mercy 1s more extenſive than 
Vengeance, and God's Promiſes are as refreſhing as his 
Threatenings are terrible. True and fincere Repentance 
can never come too late; neither can any Man be 
Reprobared, or Damnec, bur by his awn Choice, and 
his own Actions, | | 9 255 


Look 
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Look back, O my Soul, upon the Subjects of thy for- 
mer Contemplations, and take a Review of thoſe Supports 
which have been propoſed to Thee in this tranſitory Life: 
And then thy Hope will be more animated, as thou ap- 
proacheſt nearer to thy Journey's End, and thy Faith will 
learn how to diſtinguiſh between the Curſe and the Bleſ- 
ſing, and to aſſign each of them to the Perſons who moſt 
deferve it. N 3 : 5 


Hoſt den net 4 God ro den win who is of a Kind aud 


forgiving Nature 2. Slow to Anger, Patient under Provoca- 
tions, Generous in his Favours, Plenteous in His Mercy, and 
mild in his Diſpenſations ? He will not always be Chiding, nei- 
ther keepeth he his Anger for ever. 1 5 
In the midſt of. Fudgment be thinks upon Mercy ; and never 
ſo much as puniſhes rhe Boch, bur with a kind Intention of 


Hoſ. 13. 9. 


Imperious Will of ihy Lord; bur the ſole Cauſe of thy 


Ruin is from thy own Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs. Gr 
made not Death, neither hath he Pleaſure in the 


Wild. 8. 65. Deſtruttion of the Living; but ungodly Men with 


4s the Mages of Original Sin, and Hell ſhall be the Puniſh- 


ment of thy many actual and repeated Diſobediences: 


Repent, and Thou ſhalt be ſaved ; be not a Devil in thy Life, 
and the Torments of the Damned ſhall never {eize thee at 
„„ S 5 56 8 e 
Who is He, that deſcended into Hell, and iumph'd over 
the Powers and Principalities of Darkneſs? Who is He, that 


bound the great Apoſtate in Chains, and deliver'd the 
Prey from the Jaws and Clurches of Eternal Death; IT 


the Lord our Righteouſneſs ; *Tis the Advocate with the Fa- 
1 foh. 2. 2. | : & . 
Por our Sins only, but alſo for the Sins of the whole 
World. He has depoſited bis whole Lite as an Equivalent 

for the Forfeitures of all Mankind, and is riſen triun- 
phantly from the Dead to bring us a Releaſe from our 
Former Sin, as well as a freſh Grant of ſuture Happinels, 
He is ſeared at the Right Hand of the Father, to regulate 

and order the Affairs of his Church, and to invite his Ser— 
vants to his Celeſtial Kingdom upon the Eaſie Terms of 
Evangelical Obedience. 
| Tho 


ſaving the Soul. O Iſrael, thy Deſtruftion is from 
thy felf: There is no Blame to be laid to the 


their Works and Words called it to them, Death 


ther, who is the Propitiation for our Sins; and not 


Ch. III. F HELI: 241 


Who now ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of God's Elect 2 
It 5 God that juſtifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It 5 
Chriſt that died, yea, rather, that is riſen again, 
and maketh Interceſſion for us. Stand upon 
thy Birth-righr, O Chriftian, and defend thine Inheritance 
againſt any further Encroachments of Hell and Satan. 
There is now no Condemnation to them which are 
in Chriſt Feſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, but 
after the Spirit. The Bitterneſs of Death is overpaſſed, and 
the Torments of the Damned are eaſily to be avoided. 

There are freſh Privileges and Immuniries conſign'd to 
the Faithful, and ample Satisfaction is given to the moſt 
rigorous Demands of Wrath and Vengeance. O! Thanks 
be to Thee, thou Propitious and Indulgent Father! Thanks 
be to Thee, O thou Triumphant and Merirorious Redeem- 
er! Thanks be to Thee, who haſt looſed the Pains of Hell, 
and through Death, deſtroyed him that had the 
Power of Death, that is, the Devil! Thanks be to 
Thee, © who by not leaving thy Son in Hell, nor ſuffering 
* thy Holy one to ſee Corruption, haſt given ſufficient Secu- 
** rity to all thoſe who belong ro Chriſt, of never coming 
under the Power of Satan, or ſuffering in the Flames pre- 
«© pared for the Devil and his Angels. 11 


Rom. 8. 3 3.34. 


Yer 1, 


Heb, 2. 14. 


--Þ-0. Ba. 
A Paraphrrſe upon Part of the Thirty third Chapter 
of Is A114 n, from Verſe 10th, to Verſe 15th. 


OOrrow and Shame o'er Nature's Face is ſpread, 
And all her ancient Gaiery lies dead, 

The lofty Cedars leave their Lebanon, 

And fruirful Sharon to a Deſart turns. 

No ſpreading Foids the flow'ry Carmel crop, 

Nor yellow Harveſt waves on Baſhan's Top. 


| 5 80 ER 
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rt! fit t no o longer ſtill, ch Almighry cries; 
My Pow'r ſhall thunder, and my Veng'ance riſe ; 
The Vales ſhall tremble, and the Mountains nod, 
And all rh' aftoniſh'd World confeſs an angry God. 


Let Heaps of Chaff, ye vain Conceptions frame, 
And lay your Schemes, like Stubble to the Flame: 
Your own deſtructive Breath the Pile ſhall fire, 
And all your Subtle Politics expire. 


' Your daring Hoſt into che Furnace caſt, 
Shall burn like Lime, and like its Smoke ſhall waſt: 


Like rhe dry Thorns your crackling Honours blaze, 
And injur'd Nations on your Ruins gaze. 


And Szlem's Sons my direful Judgments fear; 


What have done, ye diſtant people bear, 3 
Record my Wonders, and my Arm revere. 5 


Th' audacious Sinner hangs his guilty Head, 


And the ſly Hypocrite's ſurpriz'd with Dread. 


| Who can his Arms againſt th* Almighty bend ? 

And where's the Hero that can now contend > 

No Strength can grapple with devouring Fire, 
Nor dwell in Flames which never will e 


HT MN I. 


TE 1 have ths with Vanity, or 15 my Foot hath bated to 
Deceit : (Job 31. 5.) 


"FI forbear to deliver them that were drawn unto Death, 


and thoſe that are ready to be ſlain: (Prov. 24. 11.) 


Doth not he that pondereth the Heart, conſider it? And he 


that keepeth the Soul, doth not he know it? (V. 12.) 


Doth not God ſee thy Way, and count all thy Steps: (Job 


31. 4.) 
And ſhall not He render to every Man according to bis Norks, 


and reward the Proud after their deſerving 2 (Prov. 24. 12.) 


I: 


to 


Ch. III. Of HE LI. 
Is not Deſtruttion to the Wicked ? And a ſtrange He armor 

to the Workers of Iniquity ? (Job 31. 3) 
For God will break in pieces the mighty Men without Num- 

ber, and ſet Others in their Stead. (Ch 34. 24.) 

He will cauſe the Arrogancy of the Proud to ceaſe, and wil 

lay low the Haug htineſs of the Terrible. (II. 13. 11.) 
For the Day of the Lord of Hoſt ſhall be upon every one that 

1 proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up, and he 

ſhall be brought low. (Ch. 2. 12.) 

And upon all the Cedars of Lebanon that are high and lifeed 

up, and upon all the Oaks of Baſban. (V. 13.) 


And upon all the high Mountains, and upon all the Hills that 


are lifted up. (V. 14.) 


And upon every hizh Tower, and upon every fenced Wall. 


* 15.) 


And the Loftineſs of Man ſhall be bowed down, and the 
Haughtineſs of Men ſhall be made low: And the Lord alone 
ſhall be exalted in that Day (V. 17.) 


Therefore ſhall al Hands be faint, and every Man's Heart 


Pt ey. (h. 13... 


Pangs and Sorrow ſhall take bold of them: They ſhalt be in 


Pain as a Woman that travaileth: They ſhall be amazed one 
at another, their Faces Halt be as ns. (V. 8.7 


H T N N II. 


Ehold, the Lord will come with Fire and with his Chariots: , 
like a Whirl-wind, to render his Anger with Fury, and his 


Rebukes with Flames of Fire, (Iſa. 66. 15.) 


For by Fire, and by his Sword, will the Lord plead with all 


Fleſh : And the ſlain of the Lord ſhall be many. (V. 16) 

Behold, it is written before me, I will not keep Silence, but 
will recompence, even recompence into their Boſom, (C. 65.6.) 
Tour Iniquities, and the Iniquities of your Fathers together, 
(ſaith the Lord) which have burnt Incenſe upon the Mountains, 


and blaſphemed me upon the Hills : Therefore will J meaſure 
their former Mork into their Boſom. (V. 7 


For it is the Day of the Lord's e and the Tear of 


Recompences for the Controverſie of Jion. one 34. 8.) 


And 
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And the Streams thereof ſhall be turned into Pitch, and the 

Duft thereof into Brimſtone, and o Land chere ſhall become 
burning Pitch. (V. 

Ie ſhall not be quenched Night » nor Day; the Smoke thareef 

ſpall go up for ever: From Generation to Generation it ſball lie 

waſte none ſhall paſs through it for ever and ever. (V. 10) 


O, ye that love the Lord, ſee that ye hate the thing that s 


Evil. The Lord preſerveth the Souls of his Saints 1 He ſhall 
deliver them from the Hand of the Ungodly. (Pf; 97. 10.) 
_ The Lord is King, the Earth may be glad thereof: Tea, the 
Multitude of the Iſles may be glad thereof. (VI.) 
Clouds and Darkneſs are round about him; Righteouſneſs and 
Judgment are the Habitation of his Seat, ( V. 2. ). 

There ſhait.go hefore him 4 Eire, and burn up bis Enemies 
on every Side. (V. 3.) 


His I ighenings gave ſhine unto the Warld The Earth ſaw 


it, and was afraid. n 


The Hills melted like Wax at 2 2 Profencs 7 the Lord, at 7 


the Preſence of the Lord of the whole Earth. (V. 5.) 

I) he Heavens have declared his Righteouſneſs, and all the 
People have ſeen his Glory. (V. 6.) 

. Confounded be all they that worſhip Carved Images, ind that 
9 in vain Gods: Worſhip him, all ye Gods, . 7) 


** 


——- . wn 


„ 


P R 4 TEN I. 


0 A and Indulgent Father, who art pleaſed to 


.wooe me by thy Promiſes, and to terrifie me by thy 
Judgments ; ; Grant, that both theſe Diſpeniations may 
have the ſame good Effects upon my Conſcience, and 
bring me to that Repentance, which thy Son has preached, 
and thy Law commanded ; ſo that ordering my Converſa- 
tion arighr for the future, 1 may finally avoid thy everia- 
Ring Diſpleaſure, and inherit rhe Kingdom prepared for 


the Faithful from the Foundation of the Wor, oy Jeſus 


Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


PRAYER 
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Of HELL. 


P R AT E R II. 


CY Bleſſed Lord, the Father of Mercies, and the God of 
all Comforts; I beſeech, thee, look down in 
Pity and Compaſſion upon thy Servant, who is Viſtat: Sick: 
amazed and overwhelmed with the Thoughts 
of thy Approaching Vengeance. Thou writeſt bitter 


things againſt me, and makeſt me to poſſeſs my for- 


mer Iniquities; Thy Wrath lieth hard upon me, and 
my Soul is full of Trouble: Bur, O Merciful God, 
who haſt written rhy Holy Word for our Learning, that 
we thro' Patience and Comfort of thy Holy Scriptures 


might have Hope; Give me a righr Underſtanding of 


thy Law, and a juſt Norion f thine infinite Power and 
+. Goodneſs, that I may neicher caſt away my Confidence in 


# rhee,. nor place it any where but in thee. Give me 


Strength againſt all my Temptations, and heal all my Di- 
ſtempers. Break nor the \briii{ed Reed, nor quench the 
ſmoking Flax. Shur nor ap thy tender Mercies in Diſ- 
pleaſure 3 But make n to hear of Toy and Gladnels, that 
rhe Bones which thou haſt broken may rejoice. Deliver 
me from fear of the Enemy, and lift up the Light of thy 
Countenance upon me, and ni ve me Peace, thro the Me- 
rits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 
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EN ESPANA SES AS ESE SEV RS SSSR. 

"5 "WW IV 

Of HE AV EN. 


T CO R. 25 9, 


Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entred into 
the Heart of Man, the Things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. ous 


Fo MEDITATION: 
| Tr arr now in a grear meaſure paſs'd, O my 


= Soul, through the Stormy and Tumultuous Sea of 
Human Life; and haſt been ſufficiently caution d 
againſt the Rocks and Shelves of everlaſting Ship-wreck 
and Perdition. Behold, the Winds begin to ceaſe, and the 
Sun to rile; and thou canſt lift up thine Eyes to the Pro- 

mis d Land, and diicover the Port whither thou wouldſt go. 
Heaven, O my Soul, is thy Native Country, and the 
Bleſſed Inhabitants are thy Relations and Acquaintance. 
As thy Original is from God, ſo thy ſole Delight ſhould be 
in the Imitation of the Divine Perfections, and the End 
of thy Longings and Detires, to rehde and co-habit with 
the Fountain of liappinels. 
Lord ! How 1 love thy Celeſtial Habitation, and the Place 
where thine Honour dwelleth! Oh! Let the Eye of Faith ſur- 
vey this ravithing Projipect, whilt my Fleſhly Feet tick 
fa in the Mire and Clav! Let my Thoughts lift up the Vail 
of the Sanctuary, and ; unte the Beauty of the Holy of Holies, 
whiit my Body is darkned with lufirmicies, and confined 
to the Outer- Courts of the Temple 1 


What 
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What raviſhing Idea's does the Scripture raiſe in my 
Mind, by introducing a New Heaven, and a New Earth, 
where God ſhall wipe away all Tears from our 
Eyes, and there ſhall be no more Death, neither 
Sorrow, nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any more Pain: For 
the former things are paſſed away! 

How am I ſtartled at the Holy City, the New Feruſa- 
lem coming down from God, prepared as a Bride . 
adorned for her Husband 2 And how dazled are 
my Eyes with her Walls of Faſper, and her Gates of Pearl? 
And how doth my Soul long to bathe ber ſelf in the pure 
| Rever of Water of Life, clear as Chryſtal, proceeding out of the 

Throne of God, and of the Lamb ? LE bs 
Methinks, theſe Deſcriptions carry me out of the Body, 
and rap me into the third Heavens. I ſeem, I ſeem by 
theſe warm Conceprions, to anticipate my approaching 
Bliſs, and to be plac'd in the Streets of pure = 
Gold, with Saphire, and Topaz, and Emerald, 3 ON 
and Amethyſt under my Feet; and to taſte al- Te, 
ready of the healing Fruits of the Tree of Life, which is in 
the midſt of the Paradiſe of God. = i 
*Tis good, methinks, for me to be here: Tis pleaſant to 
dwell with Affluence and Splendor, and to ſurvey rhe Situ- 
ation and Building of the New Feruſalem. Whatever Ide- 
a's of State and Magnificence, the Contemplation of ſen- 
fible Objects may raiſe in my Mind, they are only the 

faint and imperfect Reſemblances of this tranſcendent 
Place. Palaces are Cottages, Courts are Dunghils, and all 
Earthly Structures are but unpoliſh'd Draughts, in reſpect 
of the nobler Habitatious not made with Hands, Eternal in the 
Heavens, 

When I conſider, that This is the Workmanſhip of Om- 
nipotence, the Refideace of Eternal Majeſty, and the E- 
minence and Perfection of all Happineſs; Reaſon muſt 
ſuggeſt ro me, (tho Revelation were filent) that it is far 
more glorious and taking, than any thing which this World, 
in irs Splendor and Gayety, affords. For I cannot but 
believe, that the Divine Architect fou!d be more than or- 
dinarily curious in framing his own Court, and chute out 
the pleaſanteſt Part of the Creation for the Place of his 
more immediate and conftant Abode. 


Rev. 21, I, 4. 
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Bur yer alas! alas! How am I baffled and confounded, 


when I would offer at an) perfect and adequate Deſcripti- 
on of rhe Beauty and Excellency of Paradiſe 2 How tri- 


fling and empty are all the Flowers of Rhetoric, when they 


ſhon'd adorn this Subject ? And how flat and low are the 
Images of Poetry, when they ſhould enter into rhe Preſence 
of God, and deſcribe the Fulneſs of Foy at his Right Hand, and 
the Rivers of Pleaſure for evermore ? „ ; 
For evermore! O vaſt Eternity, how does thy ſingle I- 
dea overſpread my Soul, and non-plus all my Faculties! 


ſwallow up my Thoughts, and confound my Imagination! 
For evermore | O immortal State of Joy, which ſhall be al- 


ways gay and brisk, always freſh and vigorous ! For ever- 


more! © unexhauſted Magazine of Happineſs, which after 
zen thouſand times ten thonſand of Ages are expir'd, ſhall be 


continually beginning, and never ending ! 


. 
— 


It ſtrik es a Damp upon Earthly Happineſs, and diſturbs 


us in the Height of our Mirth and jolliry, to confider that all 
theſe things are but of a very hort Continuance, and when 
once a few Minutes are pals d over our Heads, the Scenes 


hall be ſhifted, and the many dark and gloomy Days of 
Sorrow hall enſue: But in another Stare, ſuch diſmal ap- 
prehenſions vaniſh, and a Man perceives and knows his 
Happin«is and is ſecure of That and his own Duration to 
all Eternity. 55 7 5 


Wbereas the Mind, in this Mild, is no more ſatisfied 


with Knowledge, than rhe Eye is with ſeeing; but is always 
cramped in her Enquiries, bounded in her Proſpect, and 
ban}r'u in her Experiments: She ſhall proceed, in another, 


by the Maxims ot Certainty and Demonſtration ; be en- 


rerraind with Objects ſuirable to her Nature, and have all 
her Powers and Faculties lo refin'd and enlarg'd, as to take 


iu the Whole Extent of their Beauty and Perfection. No 
Ignorance hall cloud the Urderfanding, no Vice diſturb 
the Till, nor any ſenſe of Guilt diſtract the Conſcience. The 
whole Man ſha!l be rapt up in untpeakable Joy and De- 
light, without any Mixture of Vanity) and Vexation of Spi- 
rit, without any croſs Accidents or imbittering Circum- 


ſtances ro alloy his Happinels, or fatigue his Appetites. 


He ſhall be alwavs freſh at his Enjoyments, and unwea- 


ried in his Contemplations of the Divine Nature. Nothing 


bur 
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but Love ſhall poſſeſs bis Soul, norhing but Cratitude em- 
ploy his Tongue. No Cares he diſtract his Thoughts, 
and no Paſſions ruffle his Mind: No Jemptations ſhall ſe- 
duce him from his Duty, and no Fears or Tealouties intrude 
upon his Happineſs. | 

Lord ! When ſhall IT awake uy after tly 7 ikenefs, and be 
ſatisfied with it? When ſhail J fee thee Face Kr. . 4 
to Face, and being refin'd from the Droſs of N 
Earth, and purg'd from rhe Dregs of ſinful Corrot tion, 
be tra nsform'd into thy Divine Image, and made equ-! 15 
the Angels of Heaven, in Glory and Immortality? Rſs 
up, my Love, my fair One, and come away. For lo ! the 


Winter is paſt, the Rain is over and gone. The Flowers ap- 


pear on the Earth ; The time of finging of Birds is come, and the 
Voice of the Turtle is heard in our Land. Ariſe,  , 
my Love, my fair One, and come away. How 2, 11, 12, 13. 
Fair is thy Love, my Siſter, my Spouſe ! How much | 
better thy Love than Wine, and the ſmell of © * 7% 
thine Ointments, than all Spices ? 

Lord ! Let me ſolace my ſelf, in the Days of my wea- 
riſome Pilgrimage, with this Divine and Raviſhing Love ! 
And do thou enflame my frozen Heart with the Viftons of 


Bliſs, and the Sweetneſs of a Glorrfy'd Feſus, Honour me 


with the Converſation of Saints and Angels, and enroll my 
Name amongſt the Spirits of juſt Men made parfet i Ad- 
mit me to the Embraces of my deparred Friends, and 
unite me ro thy felf in the Everlaſting Bonds of Puriry 
and Holineſs, _ 
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P O E M. 


| J. 

M* Soul! is in a pleaſing Extaſie; 
| Free from the Weight of black Deſpair 
From all rhe Tortures of corroding Care ; 
From ev'ry ſordid grov'ling Thoughr ; > 
From all th' Incumbrances of Earth; 
(Her ſad Confinements here beneath ) 
With Hope's aſpiring Tranſport fraught, 


She mounts, ſhe mounts on high, 
And leaves N her dull Mortality. 


11. 

She haſtens thro the Atmoſphere, 

Willing to breathe a purer Air; 

And as her Journey ſhe purſues, 
The Wonders of th' Etherlal Realm the views : 
| She ſees vaſt Magazines of Rain, | 
Which Solar Beams draw from the 1 Earth, 
Io throw upon her parched Face again, 

And quicken feeble Nature's Birth. 

She ſees where Weſtern Breezes blow, 

And how the fiercer Northern Gale 
Brings down the the hoy ring Sheets of Fleecy Snow. 

She ſees big Clouds in ther ſail, 

As Ships do thro' the watry Main; 
And hears hoarſe Thunder, in their Bowels pent 
Bluſter and rage at its Imprilonntent. 


II. 
At laſt with eager Steps ſh' arrive: 
At the bright Palace-Gate, 
Where God Eternal lives 
In high Magnificence and coſtly State. 


The 


Ch. V. of HE AVEN. 


The Palace- Cate, which (by ſupream Command, 


Was guarded by a flaming Cherub's Hand,) 
Upon irs Golden Hinges open flies, 
And Heay'n's full Glory at one View diſplays; 


V. en 
My Soul in proftrate Adoration fell, 

Fearing 'twas ſuch a Crime 
Io aim at Heav'n before her time, 

As would depreſs her to the loweſt Hell. 

Whilſt Trembling ſeiz'd her beating Heart, 
And a chill Horror ran thro' ev'ry Part, 
She heard th Arch-Angel's Voice cry, Riſe, 
Wipe off all Tears from thy afflicted Eyes: 
Theſe are the Regions of immorral Joy, 

Where cloudy Sorrow mult not ftay, 
Nor Pirchy Fogs obſcure Eternal Day. 

Here Seraphs clap their beamy Wings, 
And the melodious Anthem rings 
Thro' all th' Appartments of the bleſt Abode, 
For Joy the Prodigal's returned d' his God. 
Envy and Pain are Strangers here; 

The bleſt Inhabitants are free from Care; 
They dread no Danger, know no Fear. 
All this is baniſh'd from theſe Realms of Light, 
To yonder dark Abyſs of endleſs Night. ” 


IV. 


My Soul her Courage re-afſumes at this, 

And boldly enters the bright Courts of Bliſs. 

Here ſhe ſaw God erected on his Throne; 
Bur with ſuch Glory, ſuch Renown ; 
With ſuch tranſcendent Happineſs, 

As are too high for Meraphor r exprels 

In all the rapt rous Flights of daring Verſe: 

| VL- 

About the Throne of Majeſty, 

Officious Angels and Arch-Angels ſtand, 

And all the Heav'nly Hi'rarchy, 5 
To execute their Soy'reign's dread Command 
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Theſe 


Theſe are the Servants He employs 
Upon important Embaſſies : 

Some He ſends ont as Guardians to the Juſt, 

To ſcreen 'em from inſulting Tyrants Luſt ; 
To (ave the Harmleſs, free th Opprels d; 
To hear th' afflicted Widow's Cries 3 3 
Redreis the Orphan s Injuries ; 

To be the wand'ring Trav'ller's Guide, 
And for the render Babe provide, 
Whilſt he hangs helpleſs on his Mother's Breaſt, 
- Others, with Fire and Sword in Hand, 


Lay Kingdoms waſte, and ravage o er the Land. 


Others, with peſtilential Breaſt, 


Scatter lofection thro? the ſinful Earth. 


Others, to curb our Luxuries, 
Reſtrain the Bounty of the Skies; 
Seal up the Magazines of all the Land, 
And with a barren and abortive Hand 
Hinder prolific Nature's Birth, 
To bri ing . Famine on che Earth. 


5 VII. 4 
Ar the Right-Hand of God on High, 
Ihe ſuff ring Conqu'ror ſate 
In a trlumphant Chair of State: 
Refulgent Beams of Majeſty 
His chearful Countenance ſurround, 


And Heav'n's wide Courts with his Applauſes ſound, 


A Scarlet Rube his Royal Limbs enfold, 
A Sealet- Rebe, which was of old 
Dipp'd in the ſacred Tide 
Which iffu'd from his pierced Side. 
In kind Requital hides the gaping Wound. 
Before his Face the Angels bow; 
Before his Face thick Clouds ariſe ; 
Thick Clouds of Incenſe and of Praiſe, 
W hich come from loaden Shrines below. 


VII. 
Here was the Ccure of grand Requeſt| 
Wi aere meek Devotion firly plac q, 
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ch. IV. Of HEAVEN. 
Upon her bended Knees preſents 
The humble Suits of ſuff *ring Saints; 


And thro' the Mediator's Wounds, dorh find 
An eaſie Paſſage to his Father's Mind. 


IX. 


My Soul, upon theſe glorious Sights intent, 
Eternal Ages could have ſpent; 


The more ſhe gaz d, the more ſhe ſtill admir d, 


With freſh tucceeding ſoys till fir'd: 
At laſt, upon che Chryſtal Battlement 
Of Heav'n's high Tow'r ſne went; 
And thence caſt down a mournful Eye 
Upon this wretched Spot of Earth, 
And poor deluded Man, 
Whom ſhe ſaw trudging on 
In dang'rous Paths beneath, 
And eager in the Chaſe of his own n Miſery. 


X. 


O gracious God, who dwell'ft above: 
And rul'ſt the peaceful Realms of Love; : 
Let me anticipate my Bliſs 

In ſuch ſweer Extaſie as this. 


Still upwards ler the ſoaring Spirit go 


Whilſt the dull Part's confin'd below: 
Let me ſurvey a future State, 
And hidden Myſteries on Earth relate; 


To fire Men s grov'ling Souls with Heay 'nly Heat: 
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AY MN I. 
O Thou afflicted, rofſed with Tempeſt, and not comforted ; 
behold, I will lay thy Stones with fair Colours, and lay thy 
Foundations with Saphires. (If. 54.11.) 
And I will make thy Windows of Aggate, and thy Gates of 
Carbuncles, and all thy Borders of pleaſant Stones: (V. 12.) 

And all thy Children ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great 
ſhall be the Peace of thy Children. (V. 13.) 

The Lord (hall reward thee after thy righteous Dealing ; ac- 
cording to the cleanneſs of thy hands, ſhall he recompence _ 
(Pf. 18. 20.) 

Thou askedſt of him Ls, and he gave thee long Life, even 
For ever and ever. (Pl. 21. 4.) 

He ſhall give thee everlaſting — and make thee glad 
7 with the Foy of his Countenance. (V. 6.) 

O ye that love the Lord, ſee that ye hate the thing which 
evil : The Lord preſerceth the Souls of his Saints, he ſhall de- 
liver them from the hand of the Vngodly. (Pi. 9. 10.) 

There õ ſprung up a Light for the Righteous, and joyful Glad - 
neſs for ſuch as are true-hearted. (V.11.) 

Rejoice in the Lord, ye Rzghteour, > give Thanks for a Re- 

membrance of his Holineſs. (V. 12.) 

For he ſhall ſend down from on high to fetch you, and ſhall 
take you out of many Waters. (Pl. 18. 16.) 

He ſhall deliver you from your ſtrongeſt Enemies, and from 

them that hate you, when they are too mighty for you. (V. 17.) 

Hie ſhall bring you forth into a Place of Liberty: he ſhall 
bring you forth, even becauſe he had a Favour unto you. (V. 19.) 
For hu Grace and Mercy ij with his Saints, and he hath re- 
ſpect unto his Choſen. (Wiſd. 4. 15.) 

The Righteous ſpall live for 3 Their Reward alſo 1 
with the Lord, and *the Care of them u with the * High. 
4 (Ch. "LS 
Therefore ſhall they receive a glorious Kingdom, and a bean 

tiful Crown from the Lord's Hand, [V. 16.) 

Fer with bis Right Hand ſhall he cover i and with hs 
Arm foal! he groveft them, (ibid ) 

HYMN 
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HYMN II. 


| F grey my Servants ſpall eat, but ye ſhall be hungry : Be- 
hold, my Servants ſhall drink, but ye ſhall be thirſty. (Il. 
65. 13) 7 5 
Behold, my Servants ſha! ſing for joy of Heart, but ye ſhall 


cry for ſorrow of Heart, and ſhall how! for vexation of Spirit, 
V. 14.) | 


For if thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted ? But if thou 
doſt not well, ſin lieth at thy Door. (Gen. 4.59.) 

For the Son of Man ſhall come in the Glory of his Father, 
with his Angels: And then ſhall he reward every Man according 
to bis Works. (Matt. 16 27.) 

Verily there is a Reward for the Righteous : Doubtleſs there i5 
a God that judgeth the Earth, (Pl. 58. 19) 5 

If a Man will not return, He will whet his Sword: He hath 
bent his Bow, and made it ready. (Pſ. 7. 13.) e 
He hath prepared for him the Inſtruments of Death: He or- 
daineth his Arrows againſt the Perſecutors. (V. 14) 

What profit, therefore, 1s it unto us, if there be promis'd us an 
Immortal Time, whereas we have done the Works that bring 
Death? (2 Eſd. ). 49.) ES. N 
And there is promu'd us an everlaſting Hope, if our ſelves 
being moſt wicked, are made vain? (V. 50,) NE 

What profit us it, that there are laid up for us Dwellings of 
Health, whereas we have lived wickedly2 (V. 51.) 1 

And that the Faces of them that have uſed Abſtinence, ſhall 
ſhine above the Stars, whereas our Faces ſhall be blacker than 
Darkneſs? (V. 55. 

O preſumpruous Man ! Beware of Murmurin gs, nor revile 
the Proceedings of a merciful God, (Miſd. 1. 11.) 

Seek not Death in the Error of thy Life, and pull not upon 
thy ſelf Deſtruction with the Works ef thy Hands. (V. 12.) 
God hath ſhewed thee the Path of Life, and inſtructed 

thee in the pleaſant Ways of Salvation. (Pf. 16, 2.) 
Tue hath ſwallow d up Death in Victory, and hath taker away 
#he Rebuke of his People from off all the Earth. (li. 25. 8.) 
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P R ATE R I. 


God, who declareſt thy Almighty Power moſt chiefly 

in ſnewing Mercy and Pity; Mercifully , l. Trin 
grant unto me ſuch a Meaſure of thy Grace, 
that I running the way of thy Commandments, may ob- 
rain thy gracious Promiſes, and be made Partaker of thy 
Heavenly Treaſure, through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


P R ATE R II. 


Field thee my unfeigned Thanks, O my gracious Savi- 
our, for going before, and preparing a Place for thy Elect 
in thy Father's Houſe ; And I beſeech thee ſo to guide me, 
the unworthieft of thy Servants, in my Journey towards 
thy Heavenly Canaan, that none of the trifling Vanities of 
this barren and troubleſome Milderneſs, may retard my 
' Progreſs, or hinder me from the Fruition of a Crown of 
Glory in thy Eternal Kingdom. Amen. e 
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Fuſt Pubiiſo d, 


TWenty Five Sermons preach'd upon ſeveral Sub- 
jets and Occaſions. To which-is annex'd, A 
ſhort Character of the Right Reverend Father in 
God, Dr. George Hooper, late Biſhop of Bath and 
Wels. Printed for . Innys in Sr. Paul's Church- 
yard, London, and F. Leake in Bath. OR. 


A Companion for a Sick Bed: Or, a Preparation 
for Death. Conſiſting of Diſcourſes, Hymns, and Prayers 
upon the moſt important Subjects relating ro Sickneſs. 
To which is Added, A Particular Form of Devotion for 
Sick Perſons, The Third Edition. Printed, and Sold 
by A. Betteſworth and C. Hitch, in Pater-nofter Row ; 
S. Birt, in Ave-Mary-Lane, London; and F. Leake, in 
Bath. Price One Shilling. iO a id 


" - 


—— —— —— — * 


S + » Þ Þ Xx BER 
I 3 : 
SSSSSERESS SP SSSS 


BOOKS Primed for R. Wilkin, and 


Sold by W. Parker, at the King's 
Head in St, Paul's Church- Ta., 4 


1 Ro Cumberland's, Sanchoniathos Phenician Hiſtory, Tran» 


| flared from the Firſt Book of Euſebius de Preparatione 
Evnanzel'i.as By S. Payne, A. M. ReQor of Barnack in Nor- 
thamptonjb/re, his Lordſhip's Domeitick Chaplain. | 
— Origincs Gentium Antiquiſimæ: or, Attempts 


for diſcovering the Times os the firſt planting of Nations. 


Dr. Bennet's Abridgment 0 the London Caſes againſt the 


Diſſenters. Wherein the Subſtance of thoſe Books is dige- 
ſted into one ſhort and plain Diſcourſe. The 6th Edition. 


The Chriſtian Religion as Profeſſed by a Daughter of the 


Church of Englaud. By the Author of the Propaſals to the 


Ladies, and Reflections o Marriage. 5 
The Hiſtory of England, faithfully extracted from authen- 


tick Records, approved Manuſcripts, and the moſt celebrated 


Hiſtories of this Kingdom, in all Languages, whether Eccle- 
ſiaſtical or Civil; with the Effigies of the Kings and Queens. 
5th Edition. 2 Vols. O awo. 


The Lawfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm proved from Scripture. 


Zy R. Owen, Vicar of Iford in Suſſex, 


Biſhop Potter's Diſcourſe of Church-Government. : 


Reflections upon Learning. By a Gentleman. The Sixth 


Edition. | | 


Strauch/us's Treatiſe of Chronology. Tranſlated into En⸗ 


gliſh, The Third Edition, with Additions. 
Mr. Bluet's Antwer to the Fable of the Bees. | 
A Vindication of Ning Charles the Martyr, proving that 


his Majeſty was the Author of EIKQN BAEIAIKH, &c. 


A Defence of the Vindication of King Charles, &c. 
The Book of Plalms made fir for the Cloſet : With Col- 


Jes and Prayers out of the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 


land. 8 
The Hiſtory of the Life and Sufferings of the Reverend 


and Learned J Hie, D. D. By John Lewis, A. M. Mini- 
ter of Maryrie in Kin, OE 
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BOOKS Printed for W. Innys, 


1. "i HE Neceſſity of Divine Revelation, and the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Revelation aſſerted ; in Eight 

Sermons. To which is prefix'd, a Preface with ſome Re- 
marks on a late Book, entitled, The Scheme of Literal pro- 
phecy, conſider d, &c. The Second Edition By John Ro- 
gers, D. D. late Canon of Wells, Vicar of St. Giles's Criple- 
gate, and Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majeſty. 8 wo. 


IT, Twelve Sermons, Preached upon ſeveral Occaſions. 
By John Rogers, D.D. lace Vicar of St. Giles's Criplegate, 
Sub-Dean and Canon of Mels, and Chaplain in Ordinary 
to his Majeſty- 8v0- : N 

III. The Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of Revelation; in Four 

Sermons, Preach'd at St. Olave, Southwark. By William 


Richardſon, M.A. Prebendary of Linceln, and Lecturer 
of St. Olave, Southwark. 8 vo. e 1 5 


IV. Sermons on ſeveral Occaſions; Preached in the Royal 
Chapel at St. James s. By Andrew Trebeck, B. D. Rector of 
St. George, Hanover- Square. The Second Edition. To 
vhich is Added, A Sermon Preached on the firſt Sunday 
of the Opening the Church of St. George, Hanover- Square, 
after Conſecration. 8 vo. „ „ 


V. Fourteen Diſcourſes; Preach'd on ſeveral Occaſions. 
By Wiliam Shorey, A. M. Lecturer of St, Lawrence-Jews 
7)s | | 


VL. Practical Diſcourſes upon the Lord's-Prayer ; Preach'd 
before the Honourable Society of Lincolns-Inns By Tho. 
Mangey, L. L. D. Prebendary of Durham, and Chaplain to 
the Lord Biſhop of London. Publiſhed by the Special Or- 
der of the Bench. The Third Edition. Sve. 
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% PII. Brief Critical Notes, eſpecially on the various Read- 
„ings of the New Teſtament-Books. With a Preface, con- 


+ - _ cerning the Texts cred therein, from the Old Teftamenr ; 

as alſo, concerning the Uſe of the Septuagint-Tranſla- 
tion. By V. al, S. TP. Author of The Hiſtory of In- 
fant-Baptiſm, "$0. | PE gs 


Fo 


t. N | 
VIII. Scripture Vindicated; in Anſwer to a Book En- 

tituled, "Chriſtianity as Old a; the Creation. Part I, Price 
7 10d. | 8 vo. | | : 


IX. Chrifto-Theology : or, a Demonſtration of the Divine 
Authority of the Chriſtian Religion. Being the Sub- 
Nance of a Sermon Preached at Bath, on Nov. 2. 1729. 
And Publiſhed at the earneſt Requeſt of the Auditory, 
By HV. Derham, D. D. Canon of Windſor, 8v0. 


X. Eight Sermons Prezch'd at the Cathedral-Church of 
St. Paul, in Defence of the Divinity of our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt; upon the Encouragement given by the Lady 
Moyer, and at the Appointment o® the Lord Bimop of 
London. With a Preface containing Remarks upon Two 
late Pamphlets : One Entituled, Moz-/? Plea, & c. continu'd, 
&c. The Other, Unity of Cod not incouſiſtent with the Diwi- 
nity of Chrift, &c. By Dau. Vaterland, D. D. Maſter of 
Macdalen-College in Cambridae, and Chaplain in Ordinary 
to his Majeſty. The Second Edition. 8. | 
XI. Caput Bone Sper Hodjernum : The preſent State of the 
Cape of Good Hope, or, a particular Account of che ſeveral 
Nations of the Hottentote; Their Religion, Governments, _ 
Laws, Cuſtoms, Ceremonies and Opinions; Their Art of 
War, Profeſſions, Language, Genius, and every other Mat- 
ter and Thing requiſite to the Forming a true Idea of thoſe 
Nations in every Particular. Together with a ſhort Ac- 
count of the Dutch Settlement at the Cape. Written Ori- 
ginally in High German by Peter Kolben, A.M. Who was 
employ'd by the Baron van Rroſick, Miniſter of State to 
the late King of bruſſia to go to the Cape, and make and 
digeſt the proper Obſervations on the Celeſtial Bodies as 
they appear'd from thence, for the Advancement of Aſtro- 
nomical Learning; and who, during a Reſidence there 
of many Years on that Account, compil'd this genuine 
and entertaining Hiſtory. Done into Engliſh, from the 
Original. By Mr. Medly. Illuſtrated with 20 Copper- 
Plates, in Ofave. Price Six Shilings, 1731. 
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X. Eight Sermons Prezch'd at the Cathedral-Church of 


St. Paul, in Defence of the Divinity of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; upon the Encouragement given by the Lady 
Moyer, and at the Appointment of the Lord Biſhop of 
London. With a Preface containing Remarks upon Two 

late Pamphlets : One Entituled, Modeſt Plea, &c. continu'd, 

&c. The Other, Unity of Cod not inconſiſtent with the Divi- 

nity of Chriſt, &c. By Dan. Vaterland, D. D. Maſter of 

Magdalen-College in Cambridge, and Chaplain in Ordinary 

to his Majeſty. The Second Edition. 8. = 


XI. Caput Bone Spei Hodiernum: The preſent State of the 
Cape of Good Hope, or, a particular Account of the ſeveral 
Nations of the Hottentots; Their Religion, Governments, 
Laws, Cuſtoms, Ceremonies and Opinions; Their Art of 
War, Profeſſions, Language, Genius, and every other Mat- 

ter and Thing requiſite to the Forming a true Idea of thoſe 
Nations in every Particular. Together with a ſhort Ac- 
count of the Dutch Settlement at the Cape. Written Ori- 
ginally in High German by Peter Kolben, A. M. Who was 
employ'd by the Baron van Kroſic, Miniſter of State to 
the late King of Pruſſia to go to the Cape, and make and 
digeſt the proper Obſervations on the Celeſtial Bodies as 
they appear'd from thence, for the Advancement of Aſtro- 
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